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d. BEHZ2BRH I

Arbitrary Arrest:---

In August police arrested several prominent opposition APC members on allegations of
rioting during an election campaign. They were held longer than the maximum 72 hours
without charge but were eventually released on bail.

On August 24, the SLP arrested one voter and one credentialed party agent inside a
polling center during an election, later releasing them without charge. In September the SLP
reportedly arrested three APC members during a parliamentary by-election in Falaba.

Political Prisoners and Detainees

There were no reports of political prisoners or detainees.

a. Freedom of Expression, Including for the Press

Libel/Slander Laws:

On November 3, a comedian was arrested and charged under criminal libel law for

allegedly defaming President Bio.
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b. Freedoms of Peaceful Assembly and Association

Freedom of Peaceful Assembly
Upon assuming office in 2018, President Bio introduced an executive order lifting the
ban on public assembly, including Sunday trading, imposed by his predecessor.

In a few cases, police used excessive force when dealing with demonstrators and used
public order law to deny requests for protests and demonstrations. On May 31, police fired
teargas canisters into the headquarters building of the opposition APC, which resulted in

several injuries.
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FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND RIGHT TO LIBERTY

The constitution (Chapter 111, Article 17) and Section 80 of the Criminal Procedure act
of 1965 prohibit arbitrary arrest and detention, but there have been some instances of this
practice since the last review. For example, in 2019, some opposition members including
Karamoh Kabba and others were arrested, detained and released when Amnesty
international raised the issue. Kabba was arrested when he went to the Adonkia Police
Station to report violence against members of his party after a clash between supporters of
his party APC and supporters of the ruling party.?®

Journalist Dr Sylvia Blyden and Isata Saccoh, wife of the detained Sierra Leone's former
Defence Minister, Paolo Conteh, were detained in May 2020.2 Isata Saccoh was accused
of unlawful possession of arms and ammunition and conspiring to facilitate the escape of
her husband out of jail.?® She was released on bail while the case is still ongoing at the time
of the writing of this submission.?® Sylvia Blyden, publisher of the Awareness Times
newspaper and a leading APC member, was arrested and charged with seditious libel, cyber-
crime and contempt of the court for alleging, on social media, that former Defence Minister
Alfred Paolo Conteh had been ill-treated in detention. She remained in pre-trial detention
for more than a month. She was granted bail on 28 May 2020, released on 29 May and
rearrested on 3 June 2020 for violating bail conditions that prohibited her from speaking

publicly about the case.?” Her case was brought on the same charges before the Magistrate’s

Court at and the High Court. In July 2020, the High Court dismissed the charges against
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Sylvia Blyden on the basis of insufficient evidence, but the case remained before the

Magistrate’s Court at the time of the writing of this submission.?®
FREEDOM OF PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY

Peaceful anti-government protests have repeatedly been denied permission or forcibly
dispersed. In July 2018, human rights defender Edmond Abu staged a peaceful protest
against government increase of fuel prices. He was arrested, detained and later released.?
In March 2020, Thomas Moore Conteh, another human rights defender, was arrested when
leading a group of students of the Freetown Limkokwing university during a peaceful
protest after the government failed to pay their fees on government grants as promised.*® He
was detained, and taken to court but was later released on bail.3!
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WOMEN AND GIRLS’ RIGHTS
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In February 2019, the President of Sierra Leone announced a national emergency of rape
and sexual violence due to the alarming number of cases, but in June 2019, parliament
revoked the measure.41 Despite the review of the Sexual Offences Act 2019 which
increased penalties, the setting up of the Sexual Offences Court and the One Stop Centres
for survivors of sexual violence, sexual and gender-based violence is on the increase. The
Rainbo Initiative recorded 3,137 cases of gender-based violence in 2018 and 3,897 cases in
2019 with 98% of sexual assault cases in 2019 being against children under 18 years’ o0ld.42
It has resulted sometimes in the death of victims. In June 2020, a five-year old girl died as

a result of complications from injuries she sustained when she was raped.43 ---
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WOMEN AND GIRLS’ RIGHTS

---Female Genital Mutilation and early and forced marriage continue to plague girls and
women. As of 2017, 13% of women between 20 and 24 years old had been married or in a
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union before they turned 15, while nearly nine in ten girls and women in Sierra Leone have
undergone female genital mutilation.44

7 OF 7 v FElik - BEfRBEEHARRMEE =7 VAR iRt (FGM)
(Female Genital Mutilat on (FGM)) | EUAA COI Portal (2022 4 10 B)
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POLICE USE OF EXCESSIVE FORCE

The government has not done enough to investigate and hold accountable police officers
accused of using excessive force. There are several incidences of police brutality resulting
in loss of lives. Amnesty International published a report in 2018 detailing numerous
examples of excessive use of force by Sierra Leone police during peaceful protests and the
lack of police accountability.32 In August 2016, young people from Kabala held a peaceful
protest over government plans to move the construction of a “youth village” from their
district to another district. The police used live ammunition to disperse the crowd, killing
two secondary school students.33 In March 2017, security forces opened fire on students
protesting lecturers’ strike in the city of Bo, killing one and injuring at least two others.34

On 29 April 2020, a riot broke out in the Pademba Road Prison in Freetown as prisoners
were protesting against overcrowding and COVID-19 restrictions.35 According to the
Freetown Correctional Centre’s July report, the military used necessary force, but the high
number of fatalities suggest otherwise. Thirty-one prisoners and one correction officer were
killed, while dozens of people were injured. Twelve prisoners died from gunshot wounds.36
Between 17 and 18 July 2020, defence and security forces used excessive force against

protesters at a demonstration, which turned violent in Makeni, a city in the Northern
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Province. At least five protesters were shot during demonstration against the government’s
decision to relocate an electricity power generator to another town.37 At the time of writing
of this submission, no investigations into the killings had been carried out.
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SLCS authorities and human rights observers reported detention conditions remained
below minimum international standards because of overcrowding, unhygienic conditions,
and insufficient medical attention. Conditions in police station holding cells were poor,
especially in small stations outside Freetown. Lack of adequate physical facilities created
life-threatening conditions for detainees. Holding cells in some facilities were often dark,
with little ventilation, and inmates slept on bare floors, using mattresses and clothes as
bedding. The Human Rights Commission of Sierra Leone (HRCSL) reported poor toilet
facilities in some correctional centers. Inmates were often forced to use buckets as toilets.

As of August the SLCS reported 53 deaths in prisons and detention facilities due to
malaria, respiratory infections, skin infections, hypertension, asthma, pneumonia,
pulmonary tuberculosis, kidney diseases, sickle cell disease, and typhoid fever. The HRCSL
confirmed the causes of death as reported by the SLCS were further related to prison
conditions, such as overcrowding and poor hygienic conditions. -
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DEATH PENALTY AND DETENTION CONDITIONS

Despite President Julius Maada Bio’s promise to release 235 prisoners in April 2020,
prisons in Sierra Leone remain overcrowded. The poor conditions in detention are even
more concerning in light of the Covid-19 pandemic.39 In April 2020, a riot broke out in
Freetown’s central prison after the first case of COVID-19 was reported there. The riot
highlighted inmates’ concerns about the severely crowded conditions and their right to
health.40
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a. Freedom of Expression, Including for the Press

The HRCSL and Amnesty International reported no arrests or detentions in relation to
freedom of expression.

Violence and Harassment: There were reports authorities used violence and harassment

against journalists. In September presidential bodyguards physically assaulted two female
journalists reporting on a sporting event at the national stadium, where President Bio was
in attendance. The presidential guards reportedly threatened to shoot the journalists, and one
of them was hospitalized. In October an investigative committee composed of civil society,
media, and government officials recommended the removal of one presidential guard from
the force, and the government complied. In October two opposition party members,
including a former mayor of Freetown, were arrested and charged with the 2018 murder of
journalist Ibrahim Samura (see also section 1.a.).

Libel/Slander Laws:

In January police arrested and detained for two days the editor of Nightwatch newspaper,
Emmanuel Thorli, for defamatory libel and released him on bail. Police investigators
reportedly pressured the journalist to disclose the source of an article about the issuance of
diplomatic passports to 300 relatives of President Bio.
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