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5.4.1 Udo and others reported that there are an estimated 250 ethnic groups in Nigeria®'.

5.4.2 The CIA World Factbook stated that the country ‘is composed of more than 250
ethnic groups’*

It provided the following ethnicity percentages:
* Hausa 30%
* Yoruba 15.5%



https://www.moj.go.jp/isa/refugee/resources/nyuukokukanri03_00123.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nigeria-country-policy-and-information-notes/country-policy-and-information-note-internal-relocation-july-2024-accessible
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nigeria-country-policy-and-information-notes/country-policy-and-information-note-internal-relocation-july-2024-accessible
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* Igbo (Ibo) 15.2%

* Fulani 6%

* Tiv 2.4%

» Kanuri/Berberi 2.4%

* Ibibio 1.8%

* [jaw/Izon 1.8%

« other 24.9% (2018 estimates)*

]

5.5 B

5.5.3 David M Eberhard, Gary F Simons and Charles D. Fennig, in the online version of
‘Ethnologue: Languages of the World, 26th edition (2023)’, reported that Nigeria has 520
living indigenous languages, some of which — Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba — are official in
parts of the country. They stated that 10 living non-indigenous languages are also
established within Nigeria, including English, the official language of the country™®.

5.5.4 Udo and others stated that although English is the official language, Hausa is the
most widely spoken. They noted that Yoruba, Igbo, Fula and English Creole are also
widely spoken®.

5.5.5 The BBC, in an article ‘Nigerian schools: Flogged for speaking my mother
language’ (BBC language article 2023), dated 7 January 2023, stated: ‘For many middle-
class Nigerians, especially in the south, English is now their mother tongue and some
may not speak any local languages. This is partly a result of marriages between members
of different ethnic groups, and people moving to cities, where English is the lingua

franca.”?’
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A0z7BB8QRoyp8FJ_570hsgjobfksJ_cp/view

FA Y=V 7T 202544 A 24 H O¥ERAFIE 7 +— T I https://refugeestudies.jp/

A4 NBE TEBT—% . A V=) 7HEIEFE] (202449 H 30 H)

201543 A, Eaﬁx%éﬁokﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁméh MHFOR KB TH
ST eEREFE (APC) O VR, KEIC®ERH Sz, - ERESE
%_kwf%\M@ﬁL%\Tﬁ&%:L¥@%£w FAT =) T H YD
T, REMTHEICL - CTBHERIMNER LTz, 7Y KFEfEIZ, Az - T A
KR ZhRD & LT IRZRHR-OTE IR R 2 B I HEE, E7-, AhickFT o
FOLALE D & LT RE R R DBREB OME L 72 o 72,

2019 4E 2 A, KFETEESEENFM S v, BlkO 7 Y KfEN L2 R L,
TNY KEEfEIZ, ATV VT % [WRARDEME] ~DEL T2ODHFLE LT, 5l
T S TRZERE R, TGk 3R M OV xR A B il & L CALE D1 7,

2023 42 H O RFEFHERE T, 5% APCEM T T T AMETHLHT 4 X7
BEAREA MR L, RES HICHTE L=, ZOBMEOELES L LT, ENORFHR
B EIRLZHERF OIS 22K T D, F7o, REICIEY ENMEZ FE L TE R
BHABh & D BEIECE N FED B ka2 S e g0 2 4 HEE LT
o

2. BE& - NHERW
(1) =% <2024 10 H 7 HEH >
7T @FTUFNEE AT T EHEEEH (20234 1 A) <EUAACOI

Portal >

1.2 AR

The security situation in Nigeria remained complex, with high levels of violence in many
parts of the country.’! The government had only limited control outside the major cities. The
security forces were overstretched and unable to ensure security throughout the country.
Large parts of the country, especially outside the urban centres, had to manage without
effective protection from the government.’?> Everyday violence included kidnappings,
religiously motivated attacks, attacks by armed gangs, and police and military violence.
According to the Council on Foreign Relations, this was due, among other factors, to the
deterioration of the Nigerian state’s administrative capacity, low confidence in the justice
system, and climate change and desertification. The upcoming elections further added to the

pressure.*?
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https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/area/nigeria/data.html
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/netherlands/PLib/2023-1_EN_AAB_Nigeria.pdf
https://www.moj.go.jp/isa/refugee/resources/nyuukokukanri03_00123.html
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https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2024T036.html#ad-image-0
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2024T036.html#ad-image-0
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https://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain/opendocpdf.pdf?reldoc=y&docid=54c7870dc
https://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain/opendocpdf.pdf?reldoc=y&docid=54c7870dc
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https://www.ide.go.jp/Japanese/Publish/Periodicals/Africa/2015_03.html#2
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2024T036.html#ad-image-0
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2024T036.html#ad-image-0

FA Y=V 7T 202544 A 24 H O¥ERAFIE 7 +— T I https://refugeestudies.jp/

Lo 3 ERUTIED TS 2 &, (M ILEIE) (k)

[R1 2 F]

o JLI (N FMBERT M) ALPEES 8 M, bR (a2 FMERT T b —
N a A (JEitlkz &) BEE (A EMET F o7 ZIN) WONCFErE
(T EI U R—=ZM NS I ODNT 7 U - A RPN EEER) T,
A AT IEBEIRFERE OTEEN S W, H 5130, iEERNC L 2K o BEE R
FENFRE L TWVWDHDT, ZNEDOHIBA~OERIZED L 5> 72BN ThHILIED
TLIEEN,

2 HuIERES

(3) ALK ST FM LT LI | AT (7 B, V3 M FLT 7 T,
DY AT CHTI, B FA D —MEOA ), Ak (=
FMEDT T =M 2 AT (EDHEAEETe.) . AR (FA2M, U /s—
I, S EAAINET 2 T+ A RIS

T FHEE (A EMEOTF T TN

AEMNKOT F 7 ZINTIE €7 7 ZEROMI A2 BEa T ol EFRdEk T e
7 Z%eER (Indigenous People of Biafra(IPOB)) | M N O EFH I ToH 5 [Eastern
Security Network(ESN)J 2MAZZHERISE 2 5 L T 21372, BITES R 0fE
Fr DR KT, Huldlf ¥ Rz U CTOMEEE IR 24 U, ZHICER LIcE 2 3F
LHEFEGI T LTEBY, JBLOENRH LN TVET,

A4 EFTAP=zVTHAEKRERE (T4 V=) 7 REENOOEEBE (775

BAtR) | (201749 A 27 H)

X5E& . v7 7 7HFE (196745 H 30 H~19704E 1 A 11 H) 1%, 44,
SEE S T2 1967 D 50 EAEE X D, EENIMUAI=X 7T (Bl X Z
X 7)) Tholen, T0%, vz Vifi EAENA TV H) ([2BHE), ©7
7 IEAIT 1967 T A 6 H~1970 4= 1 H 11 HIZHA,

(4) T FHIRDIGER - AHERTL <2024 %10 A 7 HEH >
7 NBEWHNLREFR— 22— [FA D= TomBER LB LV Ofiks]
(NEDOFH) ] (202444 A 22 R)

[fEkr L ~r]

10


https://www.ng.emb-japan.go.jp/files/000293891.pdf
https://www.ng.emb-japan.go.jp/files/000293891.pdf
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2024T036.html#ad-image-0
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2024T036.html#ad-image-0

FA Y=V 7T 202544 A 24 H O¥ERLAFSE 7 4+ — T L https://refugeestudies.jp/

o JLHFE (NTFMEOT W) ALBEER (I, Y= R L7 7 T
A4 FTM PATING 7N FTA D —INKOT By ), dbfr it (=
FMEOT T b= a 2 (HatikzEte)) . A (MK OTF 7
FM) N FEFS (T A ZM DV AS=2ZM AN Z AP WET 7T - A R L
N ’S}LHE‘B)

LoUL 3 PRI TS ZZ2E W, (M ILE)E) (k)

[RA1 > B

o JLHER (NTTFIM BT L ~YN)  AEPaER 8 M, ALl (2 FME T T b—
M a 20 (Aol z &) . FEE (ML OT T 7 FH) NS FEH
# (TEN U AR=Z N TP PNEOT 7T - AR LIRS T,
A AT LIEEURARROTEEN A R 650 2130 BEEEIC X DA% 0% - 58+
HFENHE L TNDHDT, ZALOHBA~OERITED X S LA THIILD
TLIZEW,

2 HIRIER

(3) ALHGES (N FIM PO ) AEPEES (BN, Y 3 ML AT 7 TN,
A4 FM DPATIN, 7N FTA T —INKOT Ry ) dbfr il (=
FMBEOT T b—INY a 2 (Adilkz ETe,)) . MrEE (FarsM, U ~—
ZM S AN RT 7T« A R DN D)

F FEES (FAZIM, DV R=ZM . S YN EOT 7T - A R D)
ZOHBEIZI W TIL, 20T, AMFIREZ D <0 | KBUF AR A B i
BRADOBEESS | INE R R 2 - 2B N S R4 LW E L, B
IZEDXROFER, BUEIX Z OO FHX =T8I0k T 21 ERRERIE O#E
FPE> LT E S8, TRE Ul AR B L7z & A b5 RIRERIEIC L5 A
REDOHEEITE L, o, v o VP - BB R L 3 B RS

AT B E KR E L TRESOIR LRI E RN TV E T,

4 DFAT [HEEIFEH#BE JTAY=U7 (EiR)] (2020412 H 3 A) <A®
Fo=7>

2.56 IR IR 2 ZARAYIC KT L CEMIANIC T n W2 AT > T X 72, AZR D
TiE. BURF R ONRZEHiRR . Al Xk O 7 T [EBEEEE R K& O i BE oD A
. ANSAFHE R EOmEMBR S EEND, 20 LEXBEIRE TR LD A,

11


https://www.moj.go.jp/isa/refugee/resources/nyuukokukanri03_00123.html

FA Y=V 7T 202544 A 24 H O¥ERAFIE 7 +— T I https://refugeestudies.jp/

UARIZAR 2 - T WO KBUFEENCBIE L THEHE O T b — iz Th
NT&E7, BlziE, 201946 H, Rz « ~NTLAOEBENRL IN~A RvJ
U OFEERIZH D 2 R v 4 (Konduga) D5 CHEMZ 1B S W7 0 & |
30 AFETS, 40 ANEE LT,

UMRGI [~A4 VT 4 /RERMREE - F A V=V T  TAZHIBO~A /
VT 45 (201841 A)

TV F IR T MIRIREZAF LT WD, 202 3R E XD EZANC L
TW5, RIMIROIEZERIL B BN MEDORINZIT> T\ 5, [FIEE
2. 2006 FH0] 6 OAIMEEH TOWMBMIRIC L DB IR 2B LS S 5 Hidik
THbdH D, 4 QAN =7 v « ARV P g KEEIZT V2 il T8 BLEH
BHR LTZD, B U T2 5N DB D0 D DA T, IRk CEFEMEZ =2 LT
%% O EALSFERERSNS Slz, S ORHEENE X 2006 4 8 HIZA Y
VY a IR OBEERED OO b WIMIROEY K E Y &4 Uz, A IME o B
BOBEBOFERHEMEN Rz, REEBIITFELELEZLERNTH LD
27272, 2007 #8 AIZT A Y=V T OEERAMEBTH CTHLHR— K « N—a—
N a2 Rk S W7 2 L TR T 2 IBIRO BN TR S v, BUFERT L
AU OFEL IR ) —ZF—Z @ L L9 & LizZ &, fiffr TR X 72,
NRITEDOMTHERE TV EEDLRTW5, BHOEFRNRIEORME & LT
Wa—a v "~OAMFBEANCEE L& LTERINTDTE,

oS 2= 4 =V 2— b TAEDOY 2Lt E ORO R EI2E D5,
FTA T2V TBNEIORSF I =i oA mAMEEZEI L2 Sk,
2008 4F 6 H 4 HIZHRE LT=, -

3. BET ZBUAMME. BUATES),BUFSLH (HEREEET) OEER

(1) BaaRi <2024 410 A 7 BHEMI>
7 @FTFTUENBE ATV T M EES] (202341 H) <EUAACOI
Portal >
L1 Biaiki

In Nigeria, political parties are not divided by political ideology, and party programmes
play no significant role. Due to the opportunities for corruption within the government,
politics is very lucrative. For this reason money is the dominant theme in elections. For
example, candidates in the PDP primaries had to pay 45 million naira (approximately
106,000 euros) and those in the APC primaries 100 million naira (approximately 237,000
euros).'? The primaries are indirect elections, so that a relatively small number of party
delegates make the final choice.!® According to various sources, the candidates paid these

delegates additional sums of tens of thousands of dollars for their vote.'* Partly as a result,
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the value of the naira fell and a scarcity of foreign currency arose. This in turn led to diesel
shortages, as there was insufficient currency to purchase diesel.15
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Portal >

1.2.2.6 Biafra independence movements

MASSOB/IPOB/ESN

According to various sources, at present there are numerous movements advocating the
secession of Biafra.”® These include the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) and the
Movement for the Actualization of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB). MASSOB is
the older of the two; although it still exists, it has become less active due to internal splits.
IPOB is a group that broke away from MASSOB. Since 2017, the movement, led by Nnamdi
Kanu, has been banned. With its armed wing the Eastern Security Network (ESN)*, IPOB
was the more active of the two groups during the reporting period.”
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Crackdown by security forces

Nigerian security forces cracked down on the Biafra independence movements during the
reporting period. The number of arrests, enforced disappearances, violent incidents and
victims in South-East Nigeria increased markedly compared to the previous reporting period
(see Figures 12-14)."'° Human rights organisations stated that many of the victims had no
ties to the independence groups."" According to international analysts, the violence
increased sympathy for the cause of independence among the Igbo population, although not
all of those concerned necessarily supported IPOB, ESN or MASSOB.!!2
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Gender-based violence (GBV) in Nigeria was described as ‘common’® and ‘rife’.*
According to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), nearly one in three women
(31 %) aged 15-49 have experienced physical violence in Nigeria.® In its 2023 annual report

on the state of human rights in Nigeria, Amnesty International (Al) noted that according to
the Minister of Women’s Affairs, 24 720 cases of sexual and gender-based violence,
including 975 deaths, were reported in the country between January and October 2023.°

7 @EUAA [COL 7V — [043-2023] A4V T : FART 49T « AL F
VR (BIE, #HERBRE, AL RN—IZHT 5 EREV, B BEFREE,
FTEY—ERA~DT 7 EA2E)] (2023498 27 H)

1. Prevalence of domestic violence; societal attitudes and treatment of survivors

According to the 2023 Freedom House report, rape and domestic violence offenses
‘remain widespread, with low rates of reporting and prosecution’.! The United States
Department of State (USDOS) and Nigeria’s National Human Rights Commission further
affirmed that domestic violence was widespread and considered socially acceptable.? The
National Human Rights Commission elaborated that Nigeria is a patriarchal society, in
which women are perceived as ‘properties owned by the husband’, ‘the husband is at liberty
to “discipline the wife” for any wrongdoing, and this can take the form of beating or

deprivation of some sort’.?

According to a Spotlight Initiative report from 2022, the rates of domestic violence were
considered ‘high with almost two out of every ten married women and girls (16 percent)’
reporting to have experienced physical or sexual violence from their spouses or partners.®
The USDOS annual report covering 2021, citing a 2019 survey on domestic violence,
indicated that 47 % of female respondents had faced domestic violence or were aware of

someone who had. ‘82 % of respondents indicated that violence against women was
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Figure 1. Regions/Countries with a High Prevalence of Honor-Based Violence
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(2) FGM <202544 H 24 H>

7 @EUAA TEUAACOI 7=V — [Q39-2023] 74 V=V 7 : FGM {EE DA EE
#: ; FGM JEfffE S DR ; EEERICB T 2 EFEE DO TEEN: ] (202349 A
19 H)

1. Possibility to refuse FGM

According to the 2023 Freedom House annual report on Nigeria, despite strict laws on
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), it still remained ‘widespread’.! 15.1 % of women
between the ages of 15 — 49 have reported to have undergone any form of FGM, according
to the 2021 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey produced by the National Bureau of Statistics
(NBS) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).? Furthermore, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands 2023 report on Nigeria, citing numerous sources, stated
that FGM occurred, with the highest rates being in the southern regions.> FGM was most
common amongst the Yoruba ethnic group, with a rate of 33.7 %, followed by the Edo at
32.6 % and the Igbo at 22.4 %.*

According to the 2023 report on Nigeria by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Netherlands, citing confidential sources, the decision for circumcision lies with the parents,
as most circumcisions took place before the girl reaches the age of five. The same source
further described that factors for girls and women to not be circumcised were ‘parental and
community awareness of the dangers and risks of FGM; distance from the community; law
and enforcement; and religious intervention’ and that the parents, traditional rulers and the
head of the family were ‘the main people’ that could prevent FGM.> Moreover, one
confidential source cited in the same report added that for older girls, it is possible to escape
FGM, especially with the help of the influential people in the community and that girls and
women can escape FGM by settling down in an area where FGM does not occur.

Sources contacted in a 2023 Landinfo report on FGM in Nigeria, regarding whether
parents and women have leeway in the decision whether to carry out female circumcision,
described:

‘[informal translation] Although the family members within the same family often share
an ethnic and regional background, and basically the same traditions, it is not uncommon
for sometimes large differences within families in terms of level of education, approach to
“modern values” and views of local traditions. Furthermore, what knowledge people have
of the harmful practices of genital mutilation in concrete terms will vary. Thus there will be
parents who face pressure from various family members to expose their daughters to genital
mutilation, and also in many cases could also find support with other family members for
(a decision to) not to do it.”®

Regarding the use of coercion to undergo FGM, Landinfo indicated that the use of

coercion ‘[informal translation] is not particularly widespread’ in recent times. The same
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source also cited different sources and reported ‘[informal translation] there is broad
agreement among sources that the use of coercion is increasingly a thing of the past’.” A
confidential source cited in the same report described that adult women who do not want to
be circumcised cannot be forced to do so. A Nigerian activist, in a 2023 digital interview
published in the Landinfo report, described an example with a court case where a
grandmother is accused of circumcising her grandchild against the will of the child's parents;
however, she emphasized that this is not common. Nevertheless, according to Landinfo,
there have been reports of coercion, either by parents or older family members.'® Moreover,
the same source further illustrated that there is often disagreement about the extent to which
one has to follow local traditions and customs and ‘there can be large individual differences
and variations among different ethnic groups’ with some areas, especially in the south, being
more prone to greater social pressure for parents to circumcise children despite the parents
not supporting it.!!

1.1 Consequences for refusal to undergo FGM

According to Landinfo, ‘resisting social pressure can be difficult for people with few
resources as there are few options for support and shelters available’. !> The same Landinfo
report stated that there was no information available on examples where parents or women
who refrained from exposing their daughters to FGM being subjected to violence or
threats."

The 2023 report on Nigeria by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands
indicated that ‘uncircumcised women often face mockery, loss of respect, social
condemnation, and diminished marriage prospects’ in communities where FGM was

considered an important social norm.'*

1.2. State protection available in cases of refusal

The Violence against Persons [Prohibition] Act (VAPP), a federal law enacted in 2015,
prohibits FGM and states that anyone who performs or engages another in carrying out
FGM could face imprisonment not exceeding four years or a fine not exceeding 200,000
Nairas, or both.'® The United States Department of State (USDOS) in its 2022 annual report
further affirmed that any person committing FGM would be penalized by law but added that
‘enforcement of the law was rare’. However, the USDOS did not explicitly state which
law.!” According to the 2023 Freedom House annual report on Nigeria, although there were
strict laws on FGM, there were ‘low rates of reporting and prosecution’.!® The Netherlands
report, however, indicated that the introduction of the VAPP and government measures have
‘contributed to the decline of FGM in Nigeria’."

X OMNEDFEMIZ, A TR IZEN,
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A4 @XKENHE ERBOREMER —F A V=Y 7: ZHIBREIER (FGM)

3.0 i (202247 A)

4.5 Ethnic group

4.5.1 The NBS/UNICEF, Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS), 2016-17, February
2018 shows the following data with regard FGM by ethnic group. The figures suggest
that FGM 1is experienced more commonly by Yoruba women aged 0-49 but is more
prevalent for Hausa giI'lS O_14[lbolnolc 60][footnote 61][footnote 621'

4.5.2 The table below, compiled using data from the 2 most recent Nigeria Demographic
and Health Surveys!eomote 63llfootnote 641 “ghawg the percentage of women ages 15-49 who
had experienced FGM, by the background characteristic / ethnicity of household head
ethnic group:

Ethnic group NDHS 2013 NDHS 2018

Ekoi 56.9 11.6

Fulani 13.2 12.6

Hausa 19.4 19.7

Ibibio 12.8 9.3

Igala 0.5 0.9

Igbo 45.2 30.7

Ijaw/Izon 11.0 6.9

Kanuri/Beriberi 2.6 5.6

Tiv 0.3 0.8

Yoruba 54.5 34.7

Others 13.4 10.0

Don’t know/Missing 14.8 -

Total

Total number of women 38,948 26,705
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Number of women who had been subject to FGM 9,652 5,202

4.6 Residence / zone

4.6.2 The NDHS 2018 survey found that FGM was lower in rural areas (16%) than in urban
areas (24%). Prevalence was highest in the South East (35%) and South West (30%) and
the lowest in the North East (6%). Imo State has the highest prevalence, at 62%, followed
by Ekiti (58%), Ebonyi (53%) and Kaduna (49%). Prevalence was lowest in Adamawa
and Gombe with 0% and 0.1% respectively 0l  Adamawa had a nil response with
regard the number of women who had been subject to FGM. The Federal Capital Territory
of Abuja, where the VAPP act applies had a rate of 5.1% oot 7l(gee Law and policy).

7 @IRBC 7 =V —[HZ [NGA200790.E] 74V = VU 7 : FGM O &t
(NGA200625 DFEE) (2019 4E~2021 4510 A) | (20214510 A 26 H)

1. Societal Attitudes and Prevalence of FGM/C

According to the 2018 demographic and health survey, 20 percent of women ages
15 to 49 are "circumcised", compared to 25 percent reported in 2013; of women ages 15 to
49 who were circumcised, 86 percent were circumcised before the age of 5, and 5 percent
were circumcised at age 15 or older (NPC of Nigeria and ICF Oct. 2019, 465).

3. Decision Regarding FGM/C

A February 2019 European Asylum Support Office (EASO) country information report
on Nigeria states that the final decision whether or not to circumcise their daughter is most
often with the parents, but there is a considerable variation both individually and among
different ethnic groups [as to] whether it is the father or the mother who makes this decision.
The grandparents or the eldest female on the paternal side may also have a decisive role.
(EU Feb. 2019, 63)

4. Consequences of Refusing FGM/C
4.1 For the Parents

The EASO report notes that relatives "may" pressure parents with "threats to withhold
support due to their 'wrong' decisions"; however, FGM/C is "considered a 'family issue' and
parents are usually not subjected to violence or threats of violence" (EU Feb. 2019, 63). The

Communications Specialist stated that it is "[m]ore of a social pressure" and that parents
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can refuse (Communications Specialist 12 Oct. 2021).

The SIRP Executive Director noted that parents of girls who do not undergo FGM/C "are
ostracized and denied social recognition" in their extended family and the community
(Executive Director of SIRP 6 June 2021). The same source noted that this applies across
Nigeria but is "more pronounced among the Igbos and Yorubas of the South East and South
West Regions of Nigeria" (Executive Director of SIRP 6 June 2021). The Executive Director
of SDI stated that the mother of a girl who does not undergo FGM/C will be "looked down
upon" by her friends and the mother will "not have a voice in the community" (SDI 18 Oct.
2021). According to the Executive Director of Value Female Network, the community
"make[s] it difficult" for parents to refuse (Executive Director of Value Female Network 7
Oct. 2021). The same source added that parents who are able to refuse are "well off"
(Executive Director of Value Female Network 7 Oct. 2021). The Research Analyst stated
that the reasons behind FGM/C vary between communities, which means that "sanctions
for refusal" vary as well and can '"range from being ostracised from the
community/community groups/age groups to discord in the family" (Research Analyst 9
July 2021).
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3.7.1 Single women

Nigeria has one of the highest percentages of single mothers in the world.*® A January
2021 article stated that 9.5% of the Nigerian population were single mothers; 75% of these
were between the ages of 15 and 24.*** The latest NDHS population survey from 2018
showed that 14.7 percent of rural households and 21.8 percent of urban households were
headed by women.*” Although single mothers in Nigeria were more affluent and better
educated compared to global patterns, most single women were teenage mothers and lived

in rural areas.*%

Single women were more common in the south than in the north; in the North-West, for
example, 2.9% of the population consisted of single mothers, whereas in the South-South
the percentage was 20.3%. Among the Fulani (2.9%), Hausa (3.8%) and Yoruba (10.8%),
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5.

single motherhood was less common than among other ethnic groups. Single motherhood
was most common among the Ekoi, where 25.6% of the population were single mothers.
The situation for single women was difficult throughout Nigeria, although this varied
greatly according to region and ethnic group.*’” Educational attainment was closely related
to the percentage of single women. For example, among the Ekoi, the population group with
the highest percentage of single women, the percentage of highly educated women is higher
than among the Fulani or Hausa, where the proportion of single women is significantly

lower.4%

A confidential source reported that single women had more difficulties in the north than
in the south, where it was easier for a single woman to express herself. Protection from
family, a good education and a ‘protective father’ made it easier for a single woman to cope.
It was also easier for women to cope in urban areas. In rural areas it was difficult due to
social pressure, since many people - such as parents and relatives - have a say in the
woman’s way of life. Relationship mediation often took place to ensure that a woman did

not remain single for long.*®”
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1.2.2.1 Boko Haram

The name Boko Haram covers a number of armed groups, of which Jamaat Ahlussunnah
lid-Dawa wal-Jihad (JAS) and Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP)** are
responsible for most violence. Both groups are referred to by the name Boko Haram, but
they do not use the name themselves.*

ISWAP continued to make efforts to organise a certain level of administration during the
reporting period. Under the leadership of Mossab al-Barnawi, ISWAP built wells and
mosques in its areas of influence. The group encouraged the population to live and work in
these areas so that it could impose taxes on the new residents. JAS was Boko Haram’s most
radical faction and continued to carry out attacks on the population. ISWAP restricted itself

more to attacks on security forces.*®
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2. Areas of Operation and Influence

The Global Terrorism Database (GTD), an open-source database on "domestic and
international terrorist attacks around the world" that is managed by the National Consortium
for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START) [1] at the University of
Maryland (GTD n.d.b), has information on 490 attacks attributed to Boko Haram between
2019 and 2020, including 282 armed assaults, 9 assassinations, 73 bombings/explosions, 3
hijackings, 140 facility/infrastructure attacks, and 103 hostage takings (kidnappings) (GTD
n.d.c). The same source indicates that targets of the attacks include businesses (18),
educational institutions (8), government (diplomatic) (4), government (general) (13),
military (197), NGOs (10), police (19), private citizens/private property (308), religious
figures/institutions (11), telecommunications (3), terrorists/non-state militia/military (28),
transportation (4), utilities (2), and "[v]iolent [p]olitical [p]arty” (1) (GTD n.d.d). According
to the same source, of these attacks the majority occurred in Borno state, but there were also
attacks in Adamawa, Imo, Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Niger, Plateau, Yobe, and Zamfara (GTD
n.d.e). Al Jazeera indicates that Boko Haram factions "have also found a sphere of influence
outside their roots in the northeast" (2023-09-08).

3. Ability to Track Individuals

The information in the following paragraph was provided by the Associate Professor in

correspondence with the Research Directorate:

Boko Haram's capacity to track individuals would be "significant" in northern Nigeria
and in the Middle Belt, but not in the south. Boko Haram has had "tens of thousands of
members and sympathizers" throughout its existence, "many of whom blend in with
ordinary communities and neighborhoods, giving the group a substantial surveillance and
intelligence capacity" (Associate Professor 2024-10-21).

The information in the following two paragraphs was provided by PWAN in
correspondence with the Research Directorate:

"Boko Haram's tracking capabilities are strongest within their core operational areas in
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northeastern Nigeria. Their effectiveness diminishes significantly outside these zones." In

1 "

southern Nigeria, Boko Haram's "influence is minimal due to stronger state presence and
community resilience." In major urban centers, such as Lagos and Abuja, there is "better
security infrastructure that complicates" Boko Haram's operations. In southwestern states,
Boko Haram's "tracking capabilities are limited due to stronger law enforcement

frameworks."

Boko Haram "employs various methods" to track individuals including:

"Local informant networks" by relying on "community members who may be
sympathetic or coerced into providing intelligence."

e '"Infiltration of communities" by "establishing trust within communities" to gather
information.

o  "Exploitation of family/tribal connections" to identify potential targets.

e  "Corruption of local officials" by "[b]ribing or coercing officials enables access to
sensitive information" (PWAN 2024-10-26).
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Violence by IPOB/ESN

IPOB and its armed wing ESN were held responsible for attacks on police stations and
other public places such as courts, prisons and polling stations during the reporting period.'%
Supporters of the organisation were also active on social media, sometimes calling for
violence.'* Following Kanu’s arrest, [POB organised actions calling on the population to
stay at home on Mondays and on days when the leader of IPOB is due to appear in court.
These actions were imposed through intimidation and violence.'’” In May 2022, there was
a wave of civilian casualties of violence attributed to IPOB in the press. A mother and her
four children were killed in Anambra state. They were of northern origin. According to the
reporting, other victims, including people of northern origin, may have been targeted due to
their failure to comply with IPOB’s order for all citizens to stay at home.'*®
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Crackdown by security forces
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Nigerian security forces cracked down on the Biafra independence movements during the
reporting period. The number of arrests, enforced disappearances, violent incidents and
victims in South-East Nigeria increased markedly compared to the previous reporting period
(see Figures 12-14).10 Human rights organisations stated that many of the victims had no
ties to the independence groups.ii According to international analysts, the violence
increased sympathy for the cause of independence among the Igbo population, although not
all of those concerned necessarily supported IPOB, ESN or MASSOB. 112
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The 2023 annual Freedom House report on Nigeria described that farmers and Fulani

experienced violence as Fulani communities traveled south to find ‘new grazing lands’.?
The 2023 Nigeria crisis response plan by the International Organization for Migration
(IOM) further affirmed that violence continued against farmer communities due to
competition over land, and that violence increased over disputes related to ‘crop damage,
livestock theft, and water pollution’.* The Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect
(GCR2P) added that ‘these disputes have been exacerbated by climate change, expanding
agriculture and growing desertification in northern Nigeria’ which has ‘driven’ the
predominately Muslim Fulani herdsman southwards to areas farmed by predominately
Christian communities, resulting in ‘herder-farmer violence’ and ‘has also exacerbated

religious and ethnic tension’.?
Instances of violence due to land disputes, as reported by sources, include:

® In August 2023, four people were killed over communal clashes due to a land

ownership dispute between two communities in Enugu state.®

® In May 2022, three people were killed in conflicts between youths with ‘dangerous
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weapons’ over disputed land between two agrarian communities in Oyo state.’

® A community in Enugu state was attacked in early April 2023 by gunmen who
torched houses and vehicles and left an ‘unspecified number of deaths’ over a 35-
year long land dispute between two families. The attacked area had reportedly
become ‘a ghost town’.?

® A February 2023 article by the NGO called the HumAngle, described the ‘violent
disputes’ between the Lunguda and Waja communities in Adamawa state since 2018,
and that the ‘recurring violence has claimed over 100 lives’ and ‘huge economic
cost[s]’.’

® [n March 2022, a member of a vigilante group was killed by a gunman in Delta state
over a land dispute.'”

® In October 2022, a pastor and two other individuals were killed over a land dispute
between two communities in Delta state, which has existed for over 100 years.!!

® [n January 2022, two people were killed and numerous injuries were reported in an
incident in Delta state, over a land dispute lasting four decades.'?

® In February 2023, in Anambra state, an indiscriminate shooting over a land dispute
between two communities left six people presumably dead and two injured.'?

® InJune 2023, the Ekiti state government publicly urged residents of border towns to
engage in peaceful relations with neighbour states to ‘avert bloodshed’.'

® In August 2023, a land dispute between two communities in Enugu state left four
people dead and considerable economic and property losses. !>

T @ATFUINBE [ TAT) T EHEEER (202341 H) <EUAACOI
Portal >

1.2.2.2 Conflicts between communities

The previous country report described how competition for natural resources such as
water and land, especially between nomadic herders and farmers, was increasingly leading
to armed conflicts.>® This trend continued in the reporting period. Violence in the past was
mostly spontaneous, but during the reporting period attacks were increasingly planned.>®
Large numbers of people were driven from their homes and as a result food security came
under pressure in several areas of Nigeria. While this type of violence was most prevalent
in North-Central Nigeria, it also spread to other parts of Nigeria.*’

Political and religious leaders, but also advocacy groups, sometimes treated the conflict
as a religious confrontation between Muslims and Christians. Most herders belong to the

overwhelmingly Muslim Fulani group, while the farmers are of various ethnic/religious
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backgrounds, including Christian. However, experts largely agree that the conflict is

primarily about access to increasingly scarce resources.*®
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2. Situation and treatment of former members of Black Axe cult by state and non-state
actors (January 2021-2023)

According to a BBC documentary on the Black Axe, the Black Axe ‘have a vast network
and infiltrated all levels of Nigerian society.” The BBC documentary cites John Stone, a
professor of political science at the University of Benin and a former member of the cult, as
indicating that the Black Axe have members in the Nigerian army, the navy, the air force,
and the judiciary.'* Without providing details, sources also indicate that many politicians
have linkages with the Black Axe.15 The BBC documentary indicates that a vigilante group,
the Onyabo, is dedicated to targeting members of the Black Axe and reportedly handing
them over to the police.'® Additional and corroborating information could not be found

among the sources consulted by the EUAA within the time constraints of this query.
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1.2.2.4 Cults

In the Nigerian context, the term ‘cult’66 is mainly used to refer to various types of groups
whose motivation or modus operandi is kept secret. These cults are often a combination of

traditional secret societies, vigilante groups and student associations.67

University cults originated in Nigeria as student networking and advocacy organisations.
Today, many of them also target low-skilled young people who lack prospects. Cults have
degenerated into criminal gangs that can be hired.®® They are characterised by violent
initiation rituals and illegal activities such as murder, human trafficking, sexual exploitation,

slavery, drug trafficking, smuggling, extortion, kidnapping and forced recruitment.®

Cult members can often be identified by various distinguishing marks, such as tattoos or
piercings, specific clothing and code language.”’ Cults also use rituals and traditional
religious practices (juju) to strengthen the bond between members during secret

gatherings.”! The reasons people choose to join a cult include protection, networking
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opportunities and in some cases financial support.’

Cults are particularly active in the Niger Delta and other southern states.” -

The most violent cults are Black Axe, Eiye, Supreme Vikings, Only God Cult, Body Cult,
Klans Cult, Icelanders, Ku Klux Klan (KKK) and Degbam.” However, analysis of data

released by the Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) shows that most
cult-related violence is attributed to cults that could not be identified.®
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1.2.2.10 Forced recruitment
By Boko Haram

Forced recruitment and recruitment of minors also took place during the reporting period.
According to confidential sources, there was no indication that the practice of forced
recruitment by the various Boko Haram splinter groups changed during the reporting period.
These groups also continued to kidnap minors and use them as cooks, spies, messengers,
bodyguards, fighters and suicide attackers. Women and girls continued to be kidnapped for
sexual exploitation and forced labour. JAS was known for offering girls and young women
a choice between sexual slavery and/or forced marriage on the one hand and committing a

suicide attack on the other. '?
By the CJTF

Despite the signing of an action plan to end the recruitment of minors by the CJTF and
the UN’s support for the implementation of this plan, it could not be ruled out that the CITF
continued to recruit minors during the reporting period.'?® In January 2022, a law on
children’s rights was passed in Borno. This law provides a legal framework for the

protection of children against recruitment and other forms of violence.'?’

By militias and gangs

In general, individuals, including minors and women, joined militias, including the CJTF,
and gangs voluntarily. This often happened in response to injustices they had experienced,
such as losing family members. Young people who had grown up in a situation of
permanent insecurity saw it as the only way to help protect their communities.'?®

By cults
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Cults recruited new members from the street, and from primary and secondary schools
and universities.'” Minors were regularly recruited.'*® Recruitment by cults could take
various forms. Sometimes a new member had made a conscious choice to join, but often
they were deceived and the new member did not properly understand what membership
entailed before reaching the point of no return. Individuals who offered added value, for
example because of their specific expertise, connections, wealth, or, in the case of women,
attractiveness, were also sometimes targeted for recruitment.’*’ Cult members were
sometimes given quotas of new members that they had to bring in."*? Individuals who
refused to join a cult could face intimidation and violence or have their earnings taken from
them.!3
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3.3.2.2 Attacks on Christians

The number of Christian victims of violence increased markedly during the reporting
period.?** ACLED reported a 21% increase in violent incidents targeting Christians in 2021
compared to 2020. Over the first half of 2022, ACLED recorded a 25% increase since 2021
in violence specifically targeting Christians.295 In 2022 in particular, there was a sharp
increase in attacks on church buildings and people associated with them.?*® The Christian
advocacy group Open Doors ranked Nigeria number 7 among countries where Christians
are persecuted, the highest ranking Nigeria has been given by Open Doors.>’

Although Christians frequently were victims of violence, it is not always possible to say
how many attacks specifically targeted Christians, since religion, ethnicity and the struggle
for land and resources are closely linked.?”® Muslims and Christians were both perpetrators
and victims of violence.?” Tensions between farmers and nomadic herders contributed to
an increase in violence on both sides.** Also, although Boko Haram’s violence is certainly
partly religiously motivated, not all the violence used by this group has religious motives.*"!
Thus Boko Haram attacked not only Christians, but anyone they considered to be opponents
of Boko Haram or supporters of the government, such as journalists, teachers,
schoolchildren and health workers.>*” The increase in the number of Christian victims since

2020 should be seen as part of the increase in violence against all citizens, regardless of

their religion.**
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The Morning Star News in May 2024 mentioned that: “In Plateau state's Kayarda village,

near Namu in Qua'an Pan County, Fulani herdsmen killed four Christian farmers on May 7,
council official Christopher Audu Manship told Christian Daily International-Morning Star
News. On the same day in Bassa County, herdsmen ambushed and hacked to death a
Christian in Kwal village as he was working on his farm, said area resident Ezekiel Bini.
"The Christian farmer's wife and children were killed by herdsmen in 2021 during an attack
on the Kwal community, a predominantly Christian community," Bini told Christian Daily
International-Morning Star News.”!

The same document points out that: “Makut Alfred Mashat, a former media aide in the
Plateau state government, said in a press statement, "Since the brutal attacks on Christmas
Eve, Christmas Day, and Boxing Day in 2023 by Fulani herdsmen, Bokkos has been under
relentless assault. Over 1,000 innocent lives have been lost." The inspector-general of police
has deployed troops, and the Special Military Task Force is present, but attacks persist,
Mashat said. An Amnesty International representative on Thursday (May 9) reported that
1,336 people were killed in Plateau state between December and February.” [...]?

In March 2024 the Christian Solidarity International (CSI) notes that: “Christian
communities of Kaduna State, in Nigeria's Middle Belt, have come under repeated attack
by armed men in the past month. The attackers — suspected Fulani militants — have
kidnapped more than 500 villagers for ransom, including 287 schoolchildren, writes
Southern Kaduna-based journalist Luka Binniyat.”3 The same document mentioned that:
“Kaduna, situated in Nigeria's so-called Middle Belt, is equally split between Christians and
Muslims, with Christians forming the majority in the south of the state. Ethnic and religious

violence has plagued the state for decades.”™
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