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Crackdown on Media, Opposition, and Dissent

On  October 29, the Territorial Administration and  Decentralization
minister dissolved 107 political parties, and placed 67 more under observation, giving them
three months to provide the ministry with required information. Among the parties under
observation are three prominent opposition parties, including the Rally of the Guinean
People (Rassemblement du peuple de Guinée, RPG) headed by former President Condé, the
Union of Democratic Forces of Guinea (Union des Forces Démocratiques de Guinée,
UFDG) headed by Cellou Dalein Diallo, and the Union of Republican Forces (Union des
forces républicaines, UFR) headed by former Prime Minister Sidya Touré. The
opposition contends that the decision aims at excluding key political figures from the

elections.

On July 9, security forces forcibly disappeared Oumar Sylla, Mamadou Billo Bah, and
Mohamed Ciss¢, FNDC members. The FNDC said that they were tortured during
extrajudicial interrogations. Mohamed Cissé was released the following day, while Oumar

Sylla and Mamadou Billo Bah remain missing. Authorities have yet to acknowledge their

detention or disclose their whereabouts, despite inquiries by lawyers representing the men.
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Freedom House also notes that the FNDC was dissolved by the government in August
2022. The FNDC and other organizations such as ANAD and the formerly ruling Rally for
the Guinean People (RPG) no longer participates in the dialogue with the de facto

authorities. ---

In April 2022 the former president of the Independent National Electoral Commission,
Louncény Camara, was imprisoned in Conakry (RFI, 28 April 2022). He had been a
prominent member of the Rally of the People of Guinea (RPG), the party of Alpha Condé.
Lounceny Camara was charged for alleged acts of embezzlement of public funds, illicit
enrichment, money laundering, and corruption (TV5 Monde, 21 August 2022). In May
2022, he was admitted to Conakry's Ignace Deen hospital, after prison staff noted a severe
deterioration in his state of health (Guineenews, 2 May 2022). In August 2022 the former
minister died (TVS5 Monde, 21 August 2022). The USDOS notes that “according to the
Ministry of Justice, he died following a cardiorespiratory arrest at the Ignace Deen hospital”.
Reportedly, Lounceny Camara’s lawyers had “submitted three requests for his release and
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medical evacuation while he was hospitalized but the government denied those requests”
(USDOS, 20 March 2023, section 1c¢).

On 20 November 2023, the Minister of Justice ordered the prosecution of Alpha Condé
and Fodé Moussa Mara, alias “El Sissi”, for alleged acts of treason, criminal association
and complicity in the illicit possession of weapons and ammunition. It was the third criminal
investigation opened against Condé since his ouster in September 2021. Fodé Moussa Mara
is the coordinator of the Front for the Return of Alpha Condé (Front pour le retour d’Alpha
Condé, Frac), and an RPG activist (see also Guinee360, 20 November 2023). He was
arrested on 18 November 2023, as he returned from the celebration of the anniversary of
Cellou Dalein Diallo as the head of the UFDG party (see also Mediaguinee, 20 November
2023; Mosaique Guinee, 19 November 2023). During the ceremony organized at the
headquarters of the UFDG, representatives of the RPG and UFDG had called for a “sacred
union” and expressed concern about “the desire of the military to remain in power” (Jeune
Afrique, 22 November 2023).
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Arbitrary Arrest: On October 11, agents of the BAC 8 Anti-Crime Brigade arrested
Lamine Waraba Sacko, a supporter of the former ruling party, the Rassemblement du Peuple
Guinéen (RPG Arc-en-ciel). He was subsequently charged by the Central Directorate of
Judicial Investigations with incitement to violence following an audio recording made
without his knowledge. His lawyer, Salifou Beavogui, denounced the arbitrary arrest of his
client without any prior summons justifying the reason for the arrest, which violated article

358 of the code of criminal procedure.
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2. Harmful practices, violence against women and social perception

According to Hélene Kokolou Zogbélémou, 15 the path to gender equality in Guinea is
hampered by deep-rooted discriminatory customs and practices.'® Tierno Monénembo'”
believes that the situation of women in Guinea is "drastic". Polygamy, early and forced

marriages, female circumcision and patriarchal domination are extremely problematic.'®

2.1. Social perception of women

Guinean women have been excluded from the political arena, as it is assumed that women

have no place there.!” Guinean society is marked by the domination of men over women.

And even if the latter have been seeking solutions to this state of affairs since the 1950s,
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notably through a long feminist political commitment, their position has remained
precarious.”’ As women are traditionally considered inferior, they often have to give up their
rights to avoid being rejected by their family or community.?!

If we consider custom, the woman owes "complete obedience and submission" to the
man. This inferiority of women legitimizes a certain number of harmful behaviours in
society such as physical violence.??

2.2. Financial independence and education

For Héléne Kokolou Zogbélémou, in Guinean society, 80% of family expenses are borne
by women. The latter are present in all income-generating activities but benefit very little

from "the fruits of their labour".?

The World Bank confirms this mechanism and deplores the "lack of investment in human
capital." This is considered to increase the risk of poverty among Guinean women.
Women's overall participation in the labour market remains below the average for sub-
Saharan African countries in terms of job quality, which is often characterized by
"informality, self-employment, and wvulnerability." Guinean women are also at a

disadvantage in accessing ownership and acquiring "productive and financial assets”.?*

Women are more affected by poverty because of their more limited access to education,
health and employment. In 2018, of the 53.3% of poor people living in rural areas, the
majority were women. In addition, in 2018, the adult literacy rate (15 years and older) was
14.1% for women compared to 45.7% for men.”

X PITEDFEMIZ, JFE TR IZE N,

7 ACCORD_[F=7 COI ##% (Guinea - COI Compilation) | (2023 %12 A)

8.1 RS, FART v I U7 LAV R (DV) &5

2017 EDART —HIC LB &L TR 63% 08 —EJEICDb< &b 1 ElL,
BELRBERICHLEH NS DDIVSH/X— M —Rl% /) (intimate partner violence
IPV) 22 7RBR e 5], £7o 549% RS AEIE T H L IS L TV
Wi B 1 ER, Ve X123 < #T) (gender-based violence GBV] %% ) 7=
R B0 | Btk Wbz Ete) KOEEZZ T T niethix,
#%71/GBV (ZHfz5977,

MEERIZ DOV T, 15~24 OB W METS KON 25~34 5k O 2t I35 K/ GBV
ERBT DU AT BN ELE (EREI60.9%E 69.7%), FHEZ%IT Tk
PITDR EBMBEDPD LNV OEEEZ T2t L v b GBV 1% L THE
WV, 5T, ZEICIEIE 293% DD, 15 5RELEIZ22 D A S O O
BNV L b —EIIRBR L, ZOEIE T (35.4%) 1A (25.8%)
E 0@, T, FRCED O -0 ISR B IR R OEFEEE 72— A D3 <
OV HIE I, ZO X ) BRFEICET LR LA E < o T D, (IEFERTT, 2023

30


https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2102460/ACCORD_Guinea_December_2023.pdf

¥=7 202542 H 20 H O¥ERLAFSE 7 4+ — T L https://refugeestudies.jp/

H£5H9H)

HIRIE LOMER), SEEIC K 2877 L mfilfsas, 2o 28 2014 Flo—HED XI5
TN—T ORI LT - B3R L7z GBV OERFE ThHH L, ¥=7
A GEERERF S22 o # — [(CERREGUI) O~~~ R « 5 ¢ 7 )LF « 3L [(Mamadou
Dioulde Balde] 35 L OMEZEE DS 2014 0587 — X O IR GHT T LT\ b (0L
T EZEDOM, 202242 A 20 Hp.3), 51T FE, GBV (BT 2 BUTIED H#D
RINK> GBV D —ZAD Y N F OO R R b EET TWD, (X5 TEZDMh
202242 A 20 H, P2), L2L, ¥=7 TIL GBV BREWL-ULTZIF AL
THWND EDOHREMTOME L H D,

Nz T, ¥=T1ZGBV BNEWVW L UL TER UL HEEMICERINTWD,
EEE. 3% DLMENEIEIZDR LS 1 ER, IPVEZZTTERBRNHY . I 5ITIR
BHEDHE 40 23— b 58 X—k U N GIEICLAEHD) BN, FE~DRY
fIZEL EREOTND, (HFGERIT, 202345 A 9 H, p.13)

83 B vaT Il e NTFARAV MBI UMIZHE S &R

2=%7 (UNICEF) & EHEERESFEEFEIT (UNHCR) (X, 2019 40
EEOWIEIZ L i ARG E RO, E#5 LT\ 5 (UNICEF&UNHCR,
2021 %7 A 6 H, P13), HHRETIC UL, ZORETHENP R RD 2 &
R, HDHWTHHET 25 ICEm T SRR b HIBRS AL, BrEER CICR o7 (R
1T 202345 H 9 H., p.84), [AIEKIZ, ASF 77 A [ L'Association frangaise des
Sociétés Financiere 7 7 » A&t a]) b 2019 40 REOEIZHiw  THEMSTEIC
BOWTHERMRREITE 2R ozt LTWns, L LR S ASF 77
2N T AU, T LW ERIEITEROHEF - BRI EICRHE AR EEL 5 2 T b, filx
X, HFIIRE SN RIIIFIOREBHEF O — ORISR+ BB ST
Wik B LT b BEE AR TH W, AT, ASF 7 7 » RTHIF
B L CEMNRRENE RS TWDL I E 2R L TW5, 372b5 2019 4E0
EIEHES 336 2Tl BIAMRIZ RV T, M EIXFET DRI 130 H O
HHZ5Foid e b, 7228, ZoHEIIFBHEIITEH Sy (ASF 77 >
A, 202245 H 18 H p.15, BLUOMREIT 202345 H9 H, p79), ==2—AH
4 b Guineematin.com (¥ =—OF] [T D LPECT > 7 v~ —DOFERS D [ RE
PEIZONWTFHRLNTA AT AFEERINC XX, BERTO 4 2°H & 10 B DR
MZ5F5 &N REE 722 (130 H &R T, ACCORD]) DIFRT AL, L9

(Guineematin.com, 2023 41 H 25 H)

83 B TaTIN e NTRAAV MBI UMRIZE L ZER

31



¥=7 202542 H 20 H O¥ERLAFSE 7 4+ — T L https://refugeestudies.jp/

==+ 7 UNICEF & [EH# RS 55H 5507 UNHCR (X, 2019 0 RIEDH
B X0 Tl AR E RO, LA LTS (UNICEF&UNHCR, 2021 4
710 6 H. P13), HAIITIC LT, = DWIE TLME~DHIRNHIR S, Lotk
BETHHETZERD, HDLWVITEHET 256 b LRI Ui o7 (HARERIT
202345 H 9 H., p.84), [AARIZ, ASF 77 > A [ L'Association frangaise des Sociétés
Financiére 7 7 v A&@latma) 6 2019 £ RyESKIEIZ R TEESEIZ B W T
BRI ZRIREIL R eo T EFE LTS, LINLZRMR S ASF 7 7 A2 KR,
B LWERIEIZHERE M - BHEICAF s HHEEMHELZ 5 2 T D, flxiX, plE
TR ENTZAE TR TFO — HOFEEN FoIc BB S Tunvin e
HIp LTl b, BEEZRD R TH IV, AT, ASF 77 U RIEHMFICEAL T
RN IR BEN E TR > T L HEFIZIEH L TV D, T7bb 2019 FORIEH
336 =Tl BISNIZRILZ BRON T, ZeMEIX S92 A 130 H ORI 257 5
X B, 223, ZOBEIEBMEICITEA S vy (ASF 77 A 2022 4F
5H 18 H p.15, BIOMRERIT 202345 H 9 H, p79), ==2—AH% Ak + F=
— D [Guineematin.com] (ZIE DLERCY v 7 b~ P —DFEME D A HEMEIZ DU
THNROLNIA AT LFEERZ KD & FERTO 4 720H & 10 B ORI 257 5
EHE AR E D [130 HER L, ACCORD] DiIFRT A TH D
(Guineematin.com, 2023 41 H 25 H),

Za—AY¥A k-5 HDAvE— (Billetdujour.com] (%, 2019 4E £ TORIEZ
Kl CEAOHEN S D56, 7L T O OB RER S, ELL R332
DEFO EHE SN TV, ZAUT 2019 EOREWEIC L W EF I, U
TW5, 2R, RV A MZEuX, $5F =7 D NGO ® ~ v 7DRE % 5| H
L. BMEIZEBARE IR, FELOREOFRICHEWZHEFEORETH D

(Billetdujour.com, 2021 45 6 A 23 H, 3 X U2019 47 A 4 HfE1 7D 2019/035/AN,
H354 565 M). Lo, —J . FEMNET*IE, 2022 4£ 9 HIZRITShiZ LR —
N ZPEIES b R BHEECHMEOREIC /5 & REFICER L Cnd & RO LD
IZENTWD,

[RIED T T, M50H O Bh-CHERS I X5T 7l STV A28, REEEEE O T ¢
IFLMEDFERS 2 R 95 DI M EE L v, MRS — iz 7 bl Lo 7fko
BIMEIZE 2 B 7] (FEMNET, 202249 H 5 H. p.7)

% FEMNET: https://www.femnet.org/ 7 7V W EZMEE¥ 2 Ia=r—v a3 xv k
T—27,7 7 VOO ZRET 2 72DIZ 1984 FITFR L S LTl 42
TI7VANET2I=A R ANV TER=AZ LRy NU—7, A
e, 49 7[E, 800 A

32


https://www.femnet.org/

¥=7 202542 H 20 H O¥ERLAFSE 7 4+ — T L https://refugeestudies.jp/

T KEEBEE NERESE 20224 =7 (202343 H20H)

BZR L FENRT]  IMETRE L FENRNZ LI EE A7 LTS, LLID
WO —RIEAIEEL TWDITEND LT, YREPNIFEEEEFRTDHZ L
I T o 7o, ERITEBE ~OMRZECW EHR ORIV TITEY BT TiEn
VY, BRZRIT S EEDND 20 FEOFINRE DN D, PERIIEE . H4HSCHRETE~D
B, MEIZH T2 DBEOELENODOWH IO RN 2 XY JLROWME LW D Z
ERELR DT, iz, TRITEENWELT ITHEREH O WA RO L Z L2/~
NT, LRBREEZTZDH-TNDHLEORERE LD D,

FIENREIID 7 — AT, BRPEFORITETEFRTDLARENRH D 208
B 2~SEOBEZ EEEHINR SN D, HA2TEERTLLOUN, b L XKD
ZDOMOE D|KDJRK & 7o o o A1E, 20 FOREFEFNAHE B, b LEEHE
BN LGB L 725, BATIXRIE CITBES OARYL & 72 2 78 BN
JEN OGN AT D L 3FAE <, RPN EEZET5Z LT
»H D,

A EASO[Z7 VU —[EI%Z [Q49-2021] : (&) ZHEDH—EX~DT 7 X ] (2021
£12H1018)

1. a2 VHTEERXY NV—270RWIMEEHEDOEARYF—EZA~DT 7 &R

XF=TIZBIT 50— BRI 2R

X =7 O&MEx, B, B, ke, EREOMER EICBW T, SR Uk
B OMER A 55 > TR, Bl 21T, BESICBIT DIEE T, HAMEST b
OBMEDAT GAIZB LT, — BN BHEICHRIZZBE & 72> T D, 2021 O K[E
EBE TS 5T, U EE I IE LRI e 2R L TR0 . RRCEFE T
BRIV BRI ZEbhoTlo) LTV D, BIXIX, 4 AT 2HDFRY
OEEETIE, MEOEETORESIEBEMEOES LY bBEVWLO L STV 5,

EE~DOT 7 tE A&

BHEDIIZER L TNDEDITTIERWA, Ba—<r s T4 « U vFIL,
2019 4F, [A4E2 A0S 5 H ORICEIFIC L » TR E S oz 12 7 AL E)
DNA DIRPUZ DN THE L, ERHDO AN E L TEEEAMEIEISER LT, R E
72 DAEEHIRELIEEE ~OMEZ UL I T e B0 Rd b EfERE L
7o [3E 210 EREIZXFEERIZ, 2020 FOHREFEICENT, HROEWVFHRVGICH D
N& DY EBA~DOT 7B A B G 5BCER T 2 REE) 12 oW THEFA L, [Hik
FIZ X > TITh 22 < OEIHEERIZ LD Z< DAL BMELEFTZ KD, 2 b
DNx DR IR TE T, WEIRMESC NESHR I 2 ZIT RN EBZ 0N
EWV) FREICHTHMEE LN Uiz [ 3], FFRFE T, Zhll EoRpis

33


https://www.state.gov/reports/2022-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/guinea/
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021_12_Q49_EASO_COI_Query_Respone_GUINEA_Single_Women.pdf

¥=7 202542 H 20 H O¥ERLAFSE 7 4+ — T L https://refugeestudies.jp/

ES /ANy (N QAYA AR

BRA~DT 7 & A

2021 FEOKFEEBEBEEIL, BETHEAICBIT 2R EZ21ELTWnD Y
DO, BUFIE 2020 FFIZ Z OBEZ RN EM L 2ol dfELTWD, ZD
EACIE, fER & A7 SNVDTRECIEE, BROPEECHERER EDFERIZBIT S
DA ZHIR L TWD [HE4], LHLARRS, 2020 ED~ULT L2~ B H
OWEZFETIX, [ IB0T 2 ZEoEI& IR E ] &L, T95@0 45%
EEICED TS| o Tnd [HES], HRERITIEX, 2021 Fo@®EEICEK
WT, TBEhoBHORIIR, Zothopy BRICREL 5 2 D158, LEoEESF
SETEE OFIIR, 38 X O OFEOHBI B LY 5 2 HIEA] L Wo IS0
T, BENRMIEZ RO bniehoTz, Lo, A UEHREIEL, oK 52
W R b 2 DA, FERICELET AH, MER OO EEE 5 2 D1k
A MPECRRHCRB T D B 7] I L Tt F=T 130 ER EE L2 S#ET 5
TOOREERFTEDERALCND [T 6], HREITIZE, F=TOIEH
BHIN TS T TEL Y b 38% DR VESE LG T RN EHiERL T
Wb, BT, BESO LT @E L Y RIADOARFIEZ > T\ D, T,
FIEOFIE 2 FEHIC U CRARRTIUE, i3t Fcgh =0, ez Lz,
FEIFHEMBRICEE S 2 ENTERL LTWAHIER EORIMRZ R L T2 AJRENE
ndD [HET],

2. 3F 7 VHICEIT M T DR

2015 4, A ABREERR (IRB) 1. EEEAMEER (FIDH) &3LFETA ¥
Ea—%1T\W\, 227 U Cldme M, flzasttaiEne, —ATED
T E L COESHERMAEIT & A EZIT TR LIS, BRI EE L7
EHE LTz, ENTHRED, KER—ATELTZ LT, [ZOHAICAZED
MEZBHIC, Flo, KER—~ AN TELTZ Li3tigttan b I 2 T
bbb ZEMND, WEDOFEBEIZE > TZITANBTENZ ETHY, FEALEDY
AL BME MEIE, WS —ICES LTWS ], FIFRFEIZS S, —ATE
I FVIRE LT, TEWFEOHE THDL En, HRTED L0 ) L9 REn
AA=VEFFENTLED, FEOF v A ZRWED, iz, THEE L2y
L BE LIZRE TN HIUE— NED LASARETZ DS, RSO Lotk & FEk, FhE
ERIET D DN RTH D],

A CHESIEE, [ UM ZER -+l 1 &R o T, EEE Ao
KTV EfFTMA T, L, TBEOZENSIUE, ME LENMEEE RO
FRT <D, RERD, EHOFLIL, HhESAHAL A BRI A N EE
ELTRITAND Z EIZHEBITHY . £, MELMEDNH S OH ZF720 &
WL TV LRy,

34



¥=7 202542 H 20 H O ELIFSE 7 4+ — 7 L https://refugeestudies.jp/

X OMENEOFEMIZ, FXE IR ES N,

J KREEBE MERSE 20164F ¥=7 (FFR) ABTFU =7 Q01743
HA3H)

AR K OFHREN GRS BT, BEKROFEENENZWRITAHL LTWDLR, £
D HIHEITHAE L, YRITD o LI LFREITE ik L7 o 7o, IEAE, BlfRE
IZE BBV THE L TWRY, 2011 FEDOBIFOFEICL S &L 91% D&
P, MERNZ IS < B ZREBR LT TCL 49% DMENZR 1 &2 2 T T2 & - 72,
Z OO F A ELITHE LIER L. 1 %R CTholz, Zhik, BE, 154
AT DD ITWME 22T DRE, BEUIBELOBEN IR TRWZH T
Hotz,

¥ IRBC_[X=7 : ZEOXEDRVEH LM ; k68815 L THBHEORAFE
LIZEERHEEZRDOT AT LR TE S0 (2013 F£~20154E 3 A) | refworld
(201544 H 24 H)

- EFRAME S (the FIDH (FIDH, HASRGE] Lfedh LT 5 % =7 AHED ik
# [Organisation guinéenne de défense des droits de 'homme] (OGDH) OfRFRIL, Hf
FEEH & OEREIZIBN T, [BER] TR ZPEIIAYIC—ATEL T ZENTED
M, OO L L TEDL LTOZRWLRELEIZONTOI I 2 =7 1 OFSERIC
BIfR L C 2 oMM IRIBIC fabttA % ) (OGDH, 2015 44 A 14 H) LR
TN D,

Ta S AMEZFICLA L ME LT L 5T LB RE A LT
L, ZERSTHZLITL VB THD (a7 AREHF2015F4 A9 H),
A U JAuE, ik b oSOt W Tk o 27 hedo2 L
BIBET DRENNED, RFFELOLNEIETERWERHELZY LTI,
5. BUHEOXZIIME LN FEEEZELOE L OVRSICLEDS (RifE),

%< DA O iL,) BHEOFFEHLBORIEN 2T UEL, FE2RoT%
ZENTET, FHEOBHROGERAZ RO LND, DR DIFEMELESND Z L
KFEERDTDZENES TH DR T, WLIIKREDME LN ZE DR E T
NDEDOETFRSTZEANIDOEL LN LEEN LEEZIT 5000 Ltz (OGDH,
201544 H 14 H),

FIDH DR&EE, F=7 T ARD LE LTV DLk, BN 5 OIEN R
MBYECREESH TR TS, EFZ RO 52 L TE 5 L~/ (FIDH,
201543 H30 H), -

% HiTRC EASO XETHIM,

35


https://www.moj.go.jp/isa/content/930003654.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/docid/563c5db94.html
https://www.refworld.org/docid/563c5db94.html

¥=7 202542 H 20 H O¥ERLAFSE 7 4+ — T L https://refugeestudies.jp/

(2) FGM <2025%42 H 10 HEH >

7 EUAA [CO1 7 —VU— [Q37-2024] =7 : IEBNT 28, XXV FT—7
DRV P DRE, ERHMA, S X208, B —EZX~DT
t TRV —EZR~DT 7 Z]| (20244E6 B 24 H)

E~DT 7 & A

BRI S HITHER L 7RI, ZeMEVEZREIER (FGM/E) OEIETH 5,
2019 45, HHERERITIZ, MEFF =T R C 2 FHIZHEV FGM/E % fldk L T\
5 LA L, FGM/E T TE W EEIRIE IR EBE LT\ D) EFafi L7z [ 131,
2021 4 9 H OIEBUFHGE (28 TooMany| 12 X DHEFTIX, M55m0 5 49 mkE
TOLMITEIT D FGM D% M RIE 94.5% ] (2725 &k~ Ukt Eic k-
TYUIBR SN D LMEDEITH 78%) THhH—I T, IEEILSN= FGM ®FEfi
TR LTS EfEfL VWD [ 14], R TICK D FEfS i Tw
LR, ZOBEET TUEAICITEEER CBEEL THD, FEBBRA
2725 miEEELE LT Th b2, IREMSOEE LUV BT = L REE LV [
15], France24 7% 2019 4FIZH|H LTCIEENR ORI X 5 & FGM/E IE Tl £ ¢
ZEE T D% 52 D70 BEIRAOMICA - HIZIThbND Z ERE W] &
WO, [AUHEHRIEIZ L D &, T—oiti, MatRIIRBENRBEE TH DL &
EZTWD] ) [HE16],

X OMEDFEMIL, JFCE TR IZE N,

4 @OFPRA [X¥=7 : ZHOHESHRE, VoV F—ICESBEOHEE, YF
DHEEE] (202445 A 13 B)  XIEZBRR

2.4. Female sexual mutilation (FSM)

Guinea, along with Somalia, remains the country with the highest prevalence rates of
FSM in Africa. Michéle Sona Koundouno, president of the local NGO called the Centre
for Women, Citizenship and Peace, states that the prevalence rate of female circumcision
in the country is 97%.** The latest demographic and health survey, conducted in 2018 by
the Ministry of Planning and Economic Development shows that, with the exception of
Forest Guinea (N'zérékoré region) where the prevalence is 84%, the figures exceed 95%
everywhere in the country. The regions of Labé and Kindia, in western Guinea, peak at
98%.** The World Bank also claims that Guinea has one of the highest maternal mortality
rates in the world, probably due to the high prevalence rate of FSM.*

FSM is a social norm in Guinea. Family, friends and society put considerable pressure
on women to continue the practice. It is often the women themselves, in order to

correspond to the social standards of chastity and aesthetics, who are the actors of this
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perpetuation.’’

Faced with social pressure, many women who did not originally want to be circumcised,
end up giving in out of frustration and being worn down. The social state induced by the
fact of not being circumcised creates a situation of marginalization that is very hard to
bear. These women are indeed judged by society as impure. It is very difficult for them to
find a husband or to integrate professionally.*®

While victims can indeed turn to the National Office for the Protection of Gender,
Children and Morals (Office national de protection du genre de ’enfance et des meeurs -
OPROGEM) for care, limited access to health facilities and the relatively low chances of
legal proceedings do not encourage women to use the tools that are available. In 2017,
during its information-gathering mission, OFPRA had identified structural problems with
OPROGEM relating to a lack of resources and communication: these render it a blunt tool
that is dysfunctional and ineffective. The population itself is relatively unaware of its

existence.*®

For their part, circumcisers have a pecuniary interest in the perpetuation of this practice.
In some regions such as Guinea Forestiére (the Nzérikoré region), circumcisers are
considered traditional priestesses, which gives them high social status, prestige and

authority.*
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1. Prevalence

Guinea ranked 182 out of 191 countries featured in the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) 2023 Gender Social Norms Index (GSNI), [ 1] which was based
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on compilation of data, as of 12 January 2023. [F 2]

Various sources reported that early and forced marriages were common in Guinea. [
3] Inacountry fact sheet published in December 2022, the International Organization for
Migration (IOM) noted that ‘[s]everal customs and practices justify and perpetuate
discrimination and violence against children and women, such as early and forced
marriage’. [{F 4]

In a November 2023 joint report by the French Office for the Protection of Refugees and
Stateless Persons (OFPRA) and the Federal Office for Migration and Refugees of Germany
(BAMF), it was noted that levirate marriages (marriage of a widow to her brother-in -law)
or sororate marriages (marriage of a widower to his sister-in-law), as forms of forced
marriage, remained ‘practiced in Guinea’ especially in rural areas. [{F 5]

Furthermore, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) in its Country Office Annual
Report on Guinea for 2023 also noted that ‘Guinea struggles with rampant gender inequality,
amid customary and religious practices such as child marriage’, which was described as
‘concerningly widespread’. [i¥ 6]

4. State protection

The African Women’s Development and Communication Network (FEMNET), a pan-
African, feminist and membership-based network based in Nairobi, in a report published in
September 2022, noted that based on Guinean cultural and traditional norms ‘domestic
conflicts should be resolved within the family, so women subjected to a forced marriages
will generally not seek legal protection’. [{E 33] The same source also indicated that the
judicial system ‘generally has weak response to such situations, and investigations of forced
marriages (when complaints are filed) are handled poorly’, while it also noted that there has
not been ‘a single conviction around forced marriage, largely because many judges do not
consider claims seriously’. [71 34]

An August 2023 study published by the Ministry of posts, telecommunications and digital

economy of Guinea, reported that ‘[h]armful practices, including child and forced marriages

[...] persist and are rarely prosecuted’. [+ 35]
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2.5. Forced/Early marriages

Another problem is forced marriages.*! According to the World Bank, the rate of early
marriage in Guinea is one of the highest in the world. This situation is the result of "socio-

cultural norms, beliefs and perceptions of gender roles". Forced marriages are said to be
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part of the precariousness and difficulty of women in acquiring wealth.*? According to the
2018 Demographic and Health Survey (Etude démographique et de santé - EDS), 17% of
women aged 20 to 24 were married before the age of 15,and 46.4% before the age of 18.%

Marriage is indeed highly valued as a means of obtaining a better social status and
uniting two families. Early marriages of girls are often motivated by the desire to avoid
pregnancies outside marriage, which would undermine family honour. Customary
marriage and religious marriage, especially in the case of Muslims, are predominant, with
a legal possibility of choosing between monogamy and polygamy. Despite this, many
weddings take place without official registration. Forced marriage, although not approved
by religions, is more common among Muslims and particularly among the Fulani. Social
factors such as poverty, education level and the risk of pregnancy outside marriage are
decisive, but the parents’ level of openness and information also plays a crucial role.*

Forced marriages violate the right to self-determination of individuals, especially
women and girls. In 2019, a new Civil Code was introduced, setting the legal age of
marriage at 18 for all and making mutual consent a fundamental principle. Forced
marriage is explicitly prohibited by the Penal Code, with penalties for offenders. However,
prosecutions remain rare and victims are often reluctant to seek justice, mainly due to a
lack of knowledge of their rights, illiteracy, and fear of social stigma.*

Despite the existence of legal remedies and available assistance, including those
provided by associations and OPROGEM, women generally have little access to the
justice system. This is often due to a lack of knowledge of their rights, illiteracy, the
irregular functioning of courts, and the costs associated with legal action, as well as the

fear of social stigma and family rejection.*

Within the theme of forced marriages, early marriages are a major societal issue that
affects many young girls long before they reach the age of majority. About three out of
five girls are forced to marry before the age of 17.*7 According to the2016 Multiple
Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS), more than half of women (54.6%) were married before
the age of 18, a practice that has its roots in a complex mix of cultural, economic and
legislative factors.*® In younger age groups, 10.5 per cent of girls aged 15-19 had been
married before the age of 15. These figures show a significant prevalence of early
marriage, especially in rural areas.** According to the World Bank, the rate of early
marriage in Guinea is one of the highest in the world. This situation is the result of

“sociocultural norms, religious beliefs, and perceptions of gender roles”.>

Culturally and religiously, early marriage is often seen as a way of preserving family
ties and respecting ancestral traditions. Many families also believe that marrying off their
daughters young protects them and guarantees their dignity. This phenomenon is
exacerbated by illiteracy and a lack of awareness of women's rights and health, leading to

a cycle of misinformation and the maintenance of traditional practices.*?
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On an economic level, poverty plays a crucial role in the perpetuation of child marriage.
In the context of economic precarity, marrying off a young girl is sometimes perceived by
families as a strategy for reducing the economic burden. The dowries received at weddings

are also seen as significant economic contributions for families in financial difficulty.>

The consequences of these marriages are profoundly harmful. Socially, they reinforce
gender inequalities, limiting young girls' access to education and condemning them to a
permanent status of inferiority. From an educational perspective, early marriage almost
always interrupts girls' schooling, jeopardizing their economic future and increasing their
dependency. In terms of health, young girls at risk of early marriage are at increased risk
of complications related to pregnancy at a young age, maternal mortality, and the
transmission of sexually transmitted diseases.54

In response to this problem, efforts are being made by the government and international
partners to combat child marriage. These initiatives include awareness campaigns,
improving access to education for girls, and infrastructure to reduce the domestic chores
that weigh particularly heavily on young girls. These strategies aim to create a more
protective and empowering environment for girls, allowing them to enjoy their childhood
and continue their education safely.>

Despite the existence of a number of institutional protections such as OPROGEM and
the Guinean Child Protection System (Systéme de Protection des enfants de Guinée —
SYPEG)* and an enforceable legal framework, the application of laws on early marriage
is often inconsistent. The practice of early marriage remains widespread due to the
persistence of strong cultural traditions and a lack of awareness of existing laws.>’

There is also a lack of awareness of legal rights among rural and less educated
populations. Many families are not informed about the legal consequences of early
marriage, which contributes to the perpetuation of the practice. Added to this is the fact
that cultural norms and social pressures often prevail over laws. In many cases, respect for
traditions is more valued than obedience to national laws, making it difficult to combat

forced or early marriages.>®
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HEZE : Since 2018, the reform of the Civil Code recognizes the parental authority of mothers
and the right of inheritance for children born out of wedlock. Pregnancy outside of marriage
appears to be common in Guinea, but it remains a shame for mothers and their families in a
country where marriage remains a strong institution. The online press often reports on
infanticide or abandonment of children born out of wedlock. Being born out of wedlock can
have negative consequences for the child until adulthood. Civil society continues to
mobilize against early and forced marriages, which families still use in order to “protect”

their daughters from the risk of out-of-wedlock pregnancies.
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Crackdown on Media, Opposition, and Dissent

On January 18, ahead of a press union-led protest against the jamming of radio stations
in November 2023, security forces besieged the House of the Press, an independent media
organization in Conakry, trapping at least 30 journalists inside for hours, and arrested nine
other journalists. Taken to two gendarmerie posts for questioning, the nine were released in
the evening without charges.

On the same day, security forces arbitrarily arrested Sékou Jamal Pendessa, secretary-
general of the Union of Press Professionals of Guinea (Syndicat des professionnels de la
presse de Guinée, SPPG). After three days of detention, Pendessa was charged with
“unlawful participation in public demonstration,” and convicted by a court in Conakry. He
was released on February 28.

On May 21, Information and Communication Minister Fana Soumah signed a
decree revoking the licenses of six media outlets, citing their lack of compliance with “the
laws on press freedom, ... and the Code of Good Conduct for Journalists.”
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19 Persons with disability

According to the last available official census data of 2014, published in 2017 by the
National Statistical Institute (Institut National de la Statistique, INS), there are 155,885
persons with a disability (53 percent men and 45 percent women) living in Guinea. This
number includes persons with albinism (INS et al., December 2017(b), p. 74). Regarding
this number, ASF France notes that it does not appear to be representative of the total
number of persons with a disability living in Guinea. The organisation points to the social
stigma related to disabilities and to the fact that those in charge of the census lack training
on disability issues — two factors, which, according to ASF France, hinder the realisation
of an exhaustive census (ASF France, 24 November 2022, p. 3).

According to ASF France, persons with disabilities (like those with albinism36) are
particularly vulnerable to violence and abuse, although relevant statistics on the issue are
not available (ASF France, 24 November 2022, p. 29).

Guineematin.com quotes the president of the International Union of Disabled Persons
in Guinea (I’Union internationale des handicapés en Guinée) describing an attack by
security forces and noting that disabled persons are often assaulted by the police in
Conakry (Guineematin.com, 10 September 2022).

The USDOS explains that the government had some informal programmes for hiring
persons with disabilities (USDOS, 20 March 2023, section 6). Moreover, according to the
USDOS, “[f]ew persons with disabilities had access to work in the formal sector, although

some worked in small family businesses; many survived by begging on the streets”
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(USDOS, 20 March 2023, section 7d; see also ASF France, 24 November 2022, p. 34),
including persons who failed to get a job despite having a university diploma
(Guineenews, 23 May 2022). The USDOS notes in its Trafficking in Persons Report of
June 2023 that persons with mental disabilities are vulnerable to trafficking for the purpose
of sexual and labour exploitation (USDOS, 15 June 2023).
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