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e “Internal relocation is not a viable option for most women fleeing forced marriage in
Guinea. Family and community networks extend throughout the country, making it
difficult for women to hide or establish new lives. Even in urban areas like Conakry,
women without family support face severe economic hardship, social stigma, and risk of
being located and returned to their families.”

UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR): "UNHCR Eligibility Guidelines for
Assessing the International Protection Needs of Asylum-Seekers from Guinea", October
2020, last accessed: 8 August 2025

e “Guinea lacks adequate infrastructure to support women who flee their communities.
There are very few shelters or safe houses, and those that exist are run by NGOs with
limited capacity and funding. Women who relocate without family support often face
extreme poverty, homelessness, and vulnerability to sexual exploitation and trafficking.”
International Rescue Committee: "Guinea: Women and Girls at Risk", 2023, last
accessed: 8 August 2025

e “Women who flee to urban areas often lack identity documents, making it difficult to
access employment, housing, or social services. Without documentation and family
connections, they become invisible and vulnerable. Many are forced into informal
economic activities or exploitative situations simply to survive.”

Human Rights Watch: "Guinea: Events of 2023", January 2024, last accessed: 8 August
2025

e “The tight-knit nature of Guinean communities, particularly among ethnic groups like
the Fula, means that information about women who flee spreads quickly. Family members
can mobilize extensive networks to locate missing women, making relocation within
Guinea extremely risky. Women report being found even when they travel to different
regions of the country.”

UNFPA: "Gender-Based Violence in Guinea: Assessment Report", 2022, last accessed: 8
August 2025

e “Economic dependence and lack of alternative support systems make it nearly
impossible for women to sustain themselves after fleeing forced marriage. Without family
networks, women struggle to find housing, employment, or safety. The absence of
government-provided protection or support services leaves women with no viable options
for establishing independent lives within Guinea.”

UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW):
"Concluding observations on the combined seventh and eighth periodic reports of
Guinea", November 2021, last accessed: 8 August 2025
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e “Guinea has one of the highest rates of child marriage in the world, with 51% of girls

married before their 18th birthday and 17% married before age 15. The practice is deeply
rooted in traditional and religious customs, and girls who refuse arranged marriages often
face severe consequences, including social ostracism and violence from family
members.”

UNICEEF: "Guinea - Child Marriage", 2024, last accessed: 8 August 2025

e “Women and girls who flee forced marriages face significant risks in Guinea. They may
be subjected to family-sanctioned violence, forced return to their communities, or social
exclusion. The lack of effective state protection mechanisms and the prevalence of

traditional practices that prioritize family honor over individual rights create an
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environment where women who resist forced marriage have limited options for safety.”
Human Rights Watch: "Guinea: Events of 2023", January 2024, last accessed: 8 August
2025

e “Cultural and religious norms in Guinea, particularly among Muslim communities
including the Fula ethnic group, strongly support arranged and early marriages. Women
who reject these arrangements are often viewed as bringing shame to their families and
may face retaliatory violence, forced confinement, or being forcibly returned to their
families or husbands.”

US Department of State: "2023 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Guinea",
March 2024, last accessed: 8 August 2025

e “The 2019 Child Code prohibits forced marriage and sets the minimum age of marriage
at 18 years. However, implementation remains extremely weak. Traditional and religious
leaders often conduct marriages without civil registration, making it difficult to enforce
legal protections. Women who escape forced marriages have limited access to legal
remedies and face significant barriers in seeking protection.”

UNICEEF: "Guinea: Legal Framework for Child Protection", 2023, last accessed: 8 August
2025
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