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https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/area/congokyo/data.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/1457615.html
https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/area/congokyo/data.html
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https://www.ide.go.jp/Japanese/Publish/Periodicals/Africa/2016_09.html
https://www.ide.go.jp/Japanese/Publish/Periodicals/Africa/2016_09.html
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=457786
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/eoir/legacy/2013/06/11/Bakongo.pdf
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https://ir.ide.go.jp/?action=pages_view_main&active_action=repository_view_main_item_detail&item_id=48238&item_no=1&page_id=39&block_id=158
https://www.state.gov/reports/2022-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/republic-of-the-congo/

o AIFNE 202542 A 20 H O RAFFFE 7 +— 7 L https://refugeestudies.jp/

SNL 2 5O B BB OEE U < WIRIET ; i C A &2 & 09 IS T O ALE ; BB
I - E S BORID - MEE  ENEMEOMSIICEE T 2 A0 M8 BB H 5 WX
R T T AR —DIRE ; REOHBC AT 4 TSk D347 6 R Gl oR
W - FROMRBM) PR ESO BB, Mo BBOE ; BRATE RS
%% U CERDBHMEL SR EE S Z LENRTREZIREE ; BUEGB KT 5 R4
TAY 72 PR A2 B OISR ; EIPNF I OVEBS AMER A 3 2 R4 72 iR -
BN O ¥ IS BN DA 0 i BT (FEN - N
— " —MBNEEGTLNEIICRE L2V ; BERICHT 282 ILHESCEE
LGBTQ * A ¥ ¥ —%& v 7 A Zxd 5 B SLFHECE M,

MR FEVEWAT 2 % 30 LT N BT T DB OMLEIIIRERN TH D . T

BNMEE 72> TS,

A4 AL B 2022/23 4ER - = > S3EF0[E | ecoi.net (2023453 A 27 H)

20 HBIFHIIR S IR LRI IR T OB ZRAT LT, V= 7 —I0k
DL BN DIEEDBHE STy, ISR 2 BINIRIEBITL TV D, [E
WARHE - 7 7 B RITEIR E L TRREN K-> TR Y . REOEIOHMEL H D,

7 AL RS 2017 /2018 4 - = FHF0E] (201845 H 7 R)

Hob A DB E BB SN E T, —HIRELORNATH S, 1HZEH
B - RS E1 & % SRR 2 D ILDRE T A D BRI S0 TR IAT DR TR,

(2) F—N DR <2023 43 A 30 HEH >

7 NN TNAR< B [BTI Country Report 2022 - = > GIEFIE | (2022 F 2 A
22 A) <ecoi>

1. ExE%

PIRTO#ER Y | BUFIZ L 2O SIREIE, B Lo KEHS 2B W TR T
Wb, ZiUE, OHELTIE 2015 FOFILETRESINZLDOTH D, EHENIBKL
XAV IR FAET 208 (B 7 — i, B Oy 7 U pdfE - a2
B FEHRE & OEFMAFICET) | Bl o —HRIZB W TEBGRIRRRITREF L T
W5,

14 ANBBEWHNEEF—2R— (o THEFMEOABIER [fa L -uits] (N
HEOFEH) | (201941 A 28 H)

(1) F— VR AT = o YRR



https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/1457615.html
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/africa/congo/report-congo-republic-of/
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2069777/country_report_2022_COG.pdf
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2019T009.html#ad-image-0
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2019T009.html#ad-image-0
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https://www.state.gov/reports/2018-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/republic-of-the-congo/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/africa/congo/report-congo-republic-of/

o THFNE 2025 42 A 20 H O¥ERMISE 7 +— 7 A https://refugeestudies.jp/

T VHUIE TR, TR & RIEE S O TR TS0 e =, K98 5 1,000
NS OENBEEEER (IDP) NS HEARRE COATEZ RO DL, RA 5B IH Ot
R ERRKAEIZZE LT,

3. BET ABUGHBSE. BURIEE), BUFHLE (FEESET) OBEW
(1) BB <2023 43 A 30 BEH >
F TNV A< B [BTI Country Report 2022 - = > I3:f1E | (202242 A
22 H) <ecoi>

1. EFRM

2016 HF-DEZER AT OV 7 — /L HB T OB X 2018 I ERITK DY | NiE
HISCHRIE, AT E < DIZFERD 2025 b DO D | R4 K D EIRULOFED = £
STZ e HRUIZ, TARAT 4 « A X —F a3 7B X OMARRIT. KEBUFA
MO EN) 723l - B - W A KRR L T\ 5, KtEIREfE CTh D, Vv
V:v)—-\/;w TaffE, T RL - Fare -3 U o KIE20 40
BRI ZSWEINT-, F2. KEAFEIE O Augustin Kala K%, #EFIZA-
T2 BAENRIK T 2019 4F 5 HIZELE Lz, 2D XD EHI G (K OFT24 D IER
PEICKT DB E U, KRS DI D728 > T b,

TIWEN RT T =d 2 KRESH TIEARIZEAIR - IR BLIHE L
Tkh, —Eotis (F] : /X223, Moungali) TIZFFIZILIERENE,

BUMIC X 2RI oM S REEIC KT 2 B BUTIUINTH D23, 2 - 7 YV BOEITIK
KIS DOFEZRGH, METDH T EITRIRE L TR T, FEBRICHHR B BHEL T
%

J KREEBE [AMEIRHRE 2018 4F - o F3FE] (2019463 H 13 H)

o EUT OIS MITEEIL 2017 4E 7 Al Tz, a2 I TIES R
AENTWDELOD, KFEMENET 5 2w 955 (PCT) 3 X ONFEBOE DS
D 90% Z S L. BEEROIFIETXTEZ PCT AN HOT-,

X fEavIdEfEBAAREKMEE (o= (3L AFERE 201748 A1 (2017 4
8 H)
(5)L%@$
HIZ Bpedss (MTalc L AMBEER) NAaREh, 31 H, IRENPRELTE
ﬁ7“w%%%<£12%$11%@ﬂﬁmﬁ: THEEN T, BERE



https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2069777/country_report_2022_COG.pdf
https://www.state.gov/reports/2018-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/republic-of-the-congo/
https://www.rdc.emb-japan.go.jp/files/000291649.pdf
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https://www.rdc.emb-japan.go.jp/files/000278477.pdf

o AIFNE 202542 A 20 H O¥ERAFIE 7 +— T I https://refugeestudies.jp/

WEEY, T VERNOBLZRERE S TR WERIE LT,

(2) RABHIYIRDO A IR <2023%43 H 30 HEF >

7 IRBC (7 =V —[\%) BORFURIZ XD KEHITROBER (2015 ££~2019 4E
47)] (201944 A 12 RH)

2.1 20154 10 A 0EERHFRZEHRBICE T 2 KEEHITROHFL

NGO FH& HERRMEIZ T 7290 U A IR (ACAT) O 7 F 2 AZERIZ L 5
&L 20154F 10 A 17 H~21 BIZ, #HEEICERT 27 TS ME i TEEMNHE
WEREML, 7T, BT b T7T—=T DRty 5 Angsh, Bt
ADNEE L (201545 11 A 2 BAHT ACAT 75 > R), FIRkIC, KEEBSE TA
FEIR LS 2015 48] TlE, 2015410 A 17 H~21 BIZZ ZH L, KT b/
7L CEBICETAERKEIIRKNT 52T EICSML T, HDHWETELIC
Witk ansd, <t 35 AnEaInizeik~<Tnsd (2016 44 A 13 H
) ACAT 77 L AT B E, R= YR« U7 VERESHEILEZ AR EHHIL,
SRR AT AT 2 SR - BN L7201, T AN DNRERCE - kS h
7= (2015 4E 11 A 2 BfHT ACAT 75 > R), [REEIC, KEEBEE [ MR #RE
2015 A 1&, 2015 4 10 A OEREZERHT EORRIC, RARHIIR E ORF5- D%
T IE A DY RIGEHSNZE LTV D,

ACAT 77 VU ABLOT LR AT 4 oA X —F 2 aFLOREIZLD L, 2015
11 H23 B, % [HE—ar 3% (UPC) OR—F v « = hYHEN, M
HEA L2 BRICMBEE OA 7 0 ANTEIH SN (2016 4F2 A 1 B 7T AR AT 1
A B —FaF, 200645 A 17 HfFT ACAT 77 R), ZiubOHEIC X
UL, I PRITFFEEARET ESL ) (TLARAT 4 A F—F T aFIVR)
S, @6 1 EBOHWEIFEAEZ T o T (201642 A 1 H
(T DX ART oA BF—F 2 aF L 201645 H 17 B ACAT 7 7 > A), 2016
F7 0, ~ A VRIT TEELOKEY) (2016 457 H 26 HAFIF RFL; 2016 457 H 25 H
117 BBC) BE O T8 (2016 47 A 25 HfF) BBC ) OIETHIRE/ L 2 4
DERGEIH 2 F VM S 472, 2017 A 11 AN T L7222 577, 2018 4
3HBF R T I YRIIRTEWNESINTWD ET AR AT (A X —TF T aF It
WU 01843 H 21 Bt 7T ARAT 4 + A X —F T aF ), EREEIC
XL, 2018 1 AMIDIZ, ~ B YRIZH -1 THOLZEDRE] BLO TR
OEEFFFOMAL ) clFIn (R ), 2018429 H 13 HIZIX, #HeflFrs TN
ANOBAEB O] THEFE/Z L 1 FORFEM 2 S5 L, BECIHIAE T
LWz, BIREfzam U7 (2018 429 A 13 HAFIF RFI; 2018 -9 H 18 HfF
7 ACAT 7 7 A),

2.2 2016 4% 3 A OKXKHFERERZEH O KEHITROF

Institute for Security Studies (ISS)DHEFEIZ L 5 &, 2016 FFDEez% . [IAKHIUR
o OB O « PEENR, a2 I TOEF BRI & /e >7-) (201842 H 9



https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=457786
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=457786
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5.11 In the aftermath of the Presidential election, another coalition of opposition parties

called “Plural Opposition”, consisting of UPADS, CNDD (National Rally for Democracy

and Development) and the PCR (Congolese Renewal Party) amongst others, who boycotted

the Presidential election said that they would participate in the legislative and local

elections.: -
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Discrimination: Customary marriages, family laws, and civil laws enacted by the
government control the rights of women, children, and extended families. Women are
provided the same legal status as men under the law, and authorities enforced those laws.
Individual bias and customary beliefs, however, contributed to societal pressures to limit
the rights of women. Adultery is illegal for both women and men, although the penalty
differs. Under civil law the husband could receive only a fine for adultery, while the wife
could receive a prison sentence. Polygamy is legal, while polyandry is not. Women
experienced discrimination in divorce settlements, specifically regarding property and
financial assets. The law considers the man the head of the household, unless the father
becomes incapacitated or abandons the family. The law dictates that in the absence of an
agreement between spouses, men shall choose the residence of the family.

Women experienced economic discrimination with respect to employment (see section
7.d.), credit, equal pay, and owning or managing businesses.

Rape and Domestic Violence: The law prohibits rape and punishes rape with
imprisonment. A new law passed in May addresses spousal rape, also punished with
imprisonment. The law strengthens penalties and facilitates reporting for spousal rape,
domestic violence, and sexual harassment. Court personnel reported no prosecutions under
the new law due to need for the courts to institutionalize the law and a lack of reporting.
The law is written to cover only women; in the country’s legal vernacular, “rape” is used
exclusively to refer to women victims, while “indecent assault” is used to refer to male
victims of rape. The law prescribes monetary fines based on the severity of the crime and

between 10 and 20 years in prison for violators.

Authorities enforced the law; however, judgments often took years to be rendered and
penalties applied. NGOs and women’s advocacy groups reported rape, especially spousal
rape, was common. The law prohibits domestic violence, with maximum penalties including
prison terms and hard labor. The government generally enforced the law but was impeded
by low reporting due to societal pressure to stay silent. According to court system observers,
most of the reported cases came from women who had since left the country or who usually
lived abroad.

4 @IRBC [ Republic of the Congo: Violence against women, including sexual
violence; state protection and support services (2013-April 2015)] (201545 H
15 8)
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1. Overview

Among the human rights violations committed in 2013 in the Republic of the Congo, the
US Department of State's Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 reports acts
of discrimination and violence against women, including acts of domestic violence and
sexual violence (US 27 Feb. 2014, 1). Amnesty International (Al) points out that [AI English
version] "serious human rights violations" including cases of rape and other sexual violence
occurred in 2014 in the Republic of the Congo (Al 2015). In correspondence sent to the
Research Directorate, the Executive Director of AZUR développement, an association [in
Brazzaville] located in nine departments in the country (AZUR développement n.d.) that
aims to advance women's rights and fights violence against women (APC and AZUR
développement Mar. 2015, 4), states that,

[translation]

[w]omen are subjected to various forms of violence daily, in particular, physical violence,
such as beatings and injuries [...]; sexual violence (rape, sexual harassment [...]); [and]
mental violence (insults, slander, verbal threats) (AZUR développement 14 Apr. 2015).

2. Types of Violence
2.1 Domestic Violence

According to Country Reports 2013, domestic violence against women, which includes
rape and beatings, is "widespread" in the Republic of the Congo (US 27 Feb. 2014, 20).
According to the report by APC and AZUR développement, the rate of domestic violence
and incest across the country is [translation] "rather high," and "two thirds of all cases of
violence reported to the police and the gendarmerie concerns various forms of domestic
violence" (ibid., 5, 7).

4. State Protection

Sources state that women who are victims of spousal violence are not always aware that
they could prosecute under the Penal Code (CEAJ 16 Apr. 2015; APC and AZUR
développement Mar. 2015, 17). Country Reports 2013 states that few rapes are reported to
the authorities and that cases of spousal violence (including beatings and spousal rape) as
well as sexual harassment are "rarely" reported (US 27 Feb. 2014, 20-21). The APC
and AZUR développement estimate, based on their survey, that [translation] "only 10 % of
cases [of sexual violence] are reported" (Mar. 2015, 7). Sources state that women victims
of violence hesitate to turn to the authorities out of shame (CEAJ 16 Apr. 2015; APC
and AZUR développement Mar. 2015, 5). Among the other reasons is a lack of confidence
in the courts, and therefore women who are victims of spousal violence turn to the extended
family and the village (US 27 Feb. 2014, 20) or to neighbourhood leaders (CEAJ 16 Apr.
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2015; APC and AZUR développement Mar. 2015, 10). The report by APC and AZUR
développement states that cases of domestic violence are often resolved informally,
[translation] "especially when the aggressor is the partner," and adds that women "are the
first to withdraw the complaints" mainly out of fear of no longer being able to meet their
needs and out of pressure by their in-laws (ibid., 15-16). When a woman withdraws her
complaint, the perpetrator of the domestic violence is set free (ibid.).

5. Support Services

According to the Executive Director of AZUR développement, the services provided by
civil society organizations are [translation] "limited," in that they only exist for a defined
duration and they are not provided to the entire country (AZUR développement 14 Apr.
2015). As an example and without providing further details, this source referred to legal aid
centres and stated that there had been funding in this respect from the European Union and
from the Congolese Ministry of Human Rights and Justice (AZUR développement 14 Apr.
2015). The lawyer from CEAJ stated that his organization provided, in Brazzaville, call
centres and advice services for women who are victims of violence, as well as assistance in
drafting complaints (CEAJ 16 Apr. 2015). According to the OCDH program coordinator,
some NGOs, including AZUR développement, which provides medical assistance, and
OCDH, which provides legal aid, help women victims of violence (OCDH 16 Apr. 2015).

In their project, APC and AZUR développement opened [translation] "help centres for
victims of violence" in Pointe-Noire and in Nkayi; these centres are open from 9:00 a.m.
until 3:00 p.m., Monday to Friday, and receive help from the police, the gendarmerie and
the courts through liaison officers (APC and AZUR développement Mar. 2015, 12). In order
to reinforce the financial independence of the women and encourage them to report the
spousal violence of which they are victims, AZUR développement provided professional
training workshops in 2013-2014 to [translation] "nearly" 200 women, with the financial
contribution of the Embassy of France and the Virginia Gildersleeve International Fund
(APC and AZUR développement Mar. 2015, 11).

(2) Ml
7 @IRBC [Republic of the Congo: Women in forced marriages, including state
protection available and support services (2010-2013)] (2013410 A 30 H)

2. Forced Marriage

According to a survey conducted by the Republic of the Congo’s Ministry of Social
Affairs, Solidarity and Humanitarian Action (ministére des Affaires sociales, de la Solidarité
et de I’ Action humaine) of 474 children [15 to 17 years old (Xinhua News Agency13 June
2013)], the results of which were published in 2013 by Afrika7.com, an information site on
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5.

Africa and the world, based in England (Afrika7.com n.d.), [translation] “about 44 percent
of Brazzaville Congolese youth are victims of harmful practices” (ibid. 17 June 2013). An
article published by the Xinhua News Agency states that, among the victims of harmful
practices, 3.38 percent were [translation] “exposed to forced marriages” (13 June 2013).

In a telephone interview with the Research Directorate on 22 October 2013, the President
of the Congolese Association to Combat Violence Against Women and Girls (Association
congolaise de lutte contre les violences a 1’égard des femmes et filles, ACOLVF) stated that
[translation] “forced marriage is not a common practice” in the Congo, but the practice still
occurs some in rural areas (ACOLVF 22 Oct. 2013). Two sources state that, generally, in
the Congo, young women are free to consent or not to marriage (ibid.; AFJC 22 Oct. 2013).

The president of ACOLVF explained that, on rare occasions, young girls are forced by
their parents to accept a marriage that they negotiated with the parents of a young man
(ACOLVF 22 Oct. 2013). She stated that this is more likely to occur in the most remote
villages, and the least educated, even illiterate, young girls are the most coveted (ibid.). The
President stated that pressure may be put on a woman or a young girl and that [translation]
“out of fear of reprisal,” she will agree to marry (ibid.). These reprisals may be mainly in
the form of exclusion from the family and loss of all familial contact for a long period of
time (ibid.). In addition, the President pointed out that a young girl may decide to leave her
city or village and that, in some cases, she [translation] “may be pursued by her family, but
with time, her parents eventually understand and give up” the chase (ibid.).

5k, FEFREEIC L DR, BRICLDEEE ORE
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Much like in previous review periods, political, social, and economic developments in
the Republic of the Congo (Congo-Brazzaville) have centered on the extended political
dominance of President Denis Sassou Nguesso. This has enabled rampant high-level
corruption, repression of opposition and dissent, continued dependence on oil, and a general
lack of progress toward socioeconomic development. Extreme poverty has risen by over
50% despite growth in the oil and non-oil sectors, which has translated into continued
subsistence, limited social mobility, and significant inequality. Corruption among the
president’s inner circle remains a significant concern, while the government has sought to
suppress activists, journalists, NGOs, and opposition figures as it remains centered on the

maintenance of Sassou Nguesso’s regime.
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Political Participation

There have been few credible efforts at tackling corruption, which remains endemic, with
the president and his inner circle frequent targets of accusations alleging the diversion of
funds and other corrupt activities. Presidential special adviser Lucien Ebata was arrested by
French forces in October 2021 on charges of money laundering, bribery and corruption. In
the same month, an apartment belonging to the president’s son Denis Christel Sassou
Nguesso was seized as part of an ongoing investigation into ill-gotten gains during the
latter’s time as minister of international cooperation.

Rule of Law

Corruption is endemic in the Republic of the Congo and the prosecutions that occur are
often politically motivated, while the president and his supporters operate with virtual
impunity. Some members of Sassou Nguesso’s inner circle have been charged or
investigated by foreign forces during the review period, including presidential special
adviser Lucien Ebata and Minister of International Cooperation (and son of President Denis
Sassou Nguesso) Denis Christel Sassou Nguesso, but such individuals remain immune from
domestic prosecution.

4 @XEEBE [NMIRIHE 2023 F—aTHFE] (202444 H 22 B)

Section 4. Corruption in Government

The law provided for criminal penalties for corruption by officials. The government did
not regularly apply the anti-corruption law, however, and many officials reportedly engaged

in corrupt practices with impunity. There were numerous reports of government corruption.

Corruption: Domestic and international organizations regularly accused government
officials, including the president, his family, and senior ministers of corruption. The
accusations generally alleged officials diverted revenues from their official portfolios into
personal foreign bank accounts before officially declaring the remaining funds. The
government suspended and removed nine prosecutors for alleged misconduct, including

corruption and misuse of funds, during the year.
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Political Participation

The 2015 constitution codified freedoms of assembly and speech for all citizens. In
practice, these rights to expression and association are frequently ignored by the government
in the face of opposition or criticism. Human rights activists Alexandre Ibacka Dzabana and
Chryst Dongui were arrested in March 2021 after criticizing the processes surrounding
Denis Sassou Nguesso’s re-election. Journalists have faced similar reprisals, with Raymond
Malonga, director of the satirical newspaper Sel-Piment, arrested and sentenced to six
months in prison for defamation in 2021 after publishing an article alleging corruption by
members of the president’s inner circle. In June 2021, the Congolese Observatory for
Human Rights was forced by the government to dismiss its executive director Tresor Nzila
Kendet after the publication of a series of reports critical of the country’s human rights
record. Nzila was replaced by a government loyalist.

Raymond Malonga, director of the Sel-Piment newspaper, was arrested while in hospital
in February 2021 on defamation charges relating to an article published on regime
corruption. Self-censorship is common among journalists, and individuals expressing
opinions critical of the government fear reprisals or arbitrary arrest, particularly amidst
rising surveillance of private individuals through secret police, local informants, and other

tools comprising an extensive surveillance apparatus.
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