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Ethnic groups

Kpelle 20.2%, Bassa 13.6%, Grebo 9.9%, Gio 7.9%, Mano 7.2%, Kru 5.5%, Lorma 4.8%,
Krahn 4.5%, Kissi, 4.3%, Mandingo 4.2%, Vai 3.8%, Gola 3.8%, Gbandi 2.9%, Mende
1.7%, Sapo 1%, Belle 0.7%, Dey 0.3%, other Liberian ethnic group 0.4%, other African
3%, non-African 0.2% (2022 est.)

2) HB <2024%5H 2 HEH>


https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/area/liberia/data.html
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/liberia/summaries
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https://www.moj.go.jp/isa/publications/materials/nyuukokukanri03_00031.html
https://bti-project.org/en/reports/country-report/LBR
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Key Developments in 2024

President Joseph Boakai, who took office in January after winning a November 2023
runoff election, issued an executive order in May to create an Office of the War and
Economic Crimes Court (WECC). The office would oversee the establishment of a
court to address abuses that occurred during Liberia’s civil wars. In June, Baokai
appointed Jonathan Massaquoi to head the office, but he rescinded the appointment in
August after critics noted that Massaquoi lacked experience in international law and
had previously represented alleged perpetrators of war crimes and corruption. Also
during the year, Boakai was criticized for attempting to replace tenured officials at

independent government institutions in apparent violation of the law.

A number of protests during the year led to violent clashes between police and
demonstrators, including supporters of the Coalition for Democratic Change (CDC),
the former ruling party. In December, an attempt by some lawmakers to remove the
CDC’s Jonathan Fonati Koffa as speaker of the House of Representatives for alleged
corruption triggered protests and related violence in the capital, as well as fires in the

parliament building.

v

OEHENEEES VAV T [ HEANEES UHEEEITEROESE] (2025
F£8H15H)

3.

Administration of justice, including impunity, and the rule of law

19. The Working Group found that serious challenges existed in relation to access to justice
and effective remedies, and that the lack of accountability and ongoing impunity for



https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2129070.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2130870/g2512415.pdf
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serious human rights abuses had led to an erosion of confidence in public bodies.?

20. The Working Group further noted that actual or perceived corruption and weak public
institutions fuelled a lack of trust in State authorities and exacerbated social conflict.?
Access to remedy when abuses occurred seemed to be very challenging, due to the lack
of appropriate grievance mechanisms, fear of reprisals or dismissal, and a lack of access
to the judicial system, including because of high costs, and stigma.?* The Working Group
recommended ensuring prompt and impartial investigations and accountability for cases
involving threats and violence against individuals and trade unions defending human
rights and the environment, including by businesses, State security forces and private
security companies, and providing effective remedies to victims.?

4. Fundamental freedoms and the right to participate in public and political life

25. The Working Group received distressing reports from community members of
repression, police brutality and arbitrary detention in the context of peaceful protests and
was very concerned by the chilling effect that violence and threats against defenders and
communities had on their right to public participation.’! It recommended that Liberia
create a safe and enabling environment for human rights defenders and protect the life
and integrity of people at risk because of their work defending the rights of communities,
land or the environment; and ensure that the criminal justice system was not used to
attack, intimidate, criminalize or deter those who spoke out against business-related

human rights abuses.?*

26. OHCHR noted, furthermore, that in the context of protests, individuals identified as
opposition supporters had been injured during clashes with supporters of the ruling party,
and that the police had failed to take appropriate measures to meet their obligations to
protect the right to peaceful assembly* OHCHR recommended that Liberia ensure that
all cases of election-related violence and human rights violations and abuses were
promptly investigated, and that the perpetrators were held accountable; and that it
consider amending the new electoral law to remove vague provisions and to provide

definitions for key issues such as “voter trucking”.**

T KREEBE [ NEREHE 2023 -V XU 7] (202444 A 23 H) <ecoi>
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https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2107757.html
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D Freedom of Expression and Belief

The government is not known to illegally monitor online communications. People are
generally free to engage in private discussion while in public spaces, but some topics are
taboo offline and online, such as discussion of issues affecting LGBT+ people. Political
actors tend to threaten individuals critical of them with civil defamation suits, which can

increase self-censorship.



https://freedomhouse.org/country/liberia/freedom-world/2024
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https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2094374.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2058040/2021_08_Q22_EASO_COI_Query_Response_LIBERIA_OPPONENTS.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2058040/2021_08_Q22_EASO_COI_Query_Response_LIBERIA_OPPONENTS.pdf

YUY T 2025412 A 8 H OHEEMFFE ™~ + — T L https://refugeestudies.jp/

WG ToIERR A F v o Z 0 3 L OGO 12O\ Tk LTz [
91,
2019 4F 6 A : BURFIZ. Facebook 35 TN WhatsApp & 3e SNS B LU X vk
— VP —ERA~DT 7' A%, [VRY TENICELE L TW5HERRE &5
DL ERFUWELZRD D, BHFNDHESITEHT T) — 5 L
[7#10],2019 4-,72020 4D AR BLD B F13# 75 (Global Expression report)
TiX, U_YU T7IE2019 4B, PikiEE 2 W LT 5 70lctr 7147
Ty h 7+ —LDOHABEICEATE O —2F o LR L TS [ 11,
20194510 A : 7 VA RL— FM TR E R 252 1), EERIC X v FAH
SNTe, FVFOA—F— L BEERIEL, #BICL S &, BUFB L O Y =7 K
TEHEME 2 0 LT\ e, BUFFIE, 7 V4R 2 BIEH U 72 BRENI I HGEFFRE T
Ronk TRNOFE)] LERLE, [E12]

2020 FEITHE SN FFO—ITIXLL TR E £ 5,
2004E 1 A 6 H : T m BT TEER, U7 KKEOXHE TH D~
J—+ 3 2% [Henry Costa] O3FFE HBIZMIT THEIEAT A & oKtz L
Too XFFEDOEE D ITBUT & RF BRI T 294217 > Tz, [IE
13]
2020 55 4 A : VY T OKFFEN, 7 HARKE T COVID-19 [ZBET 58 A
FEREES L, INXU T Iy 20 LR OiX. YRk 50,
AL BRO—EOGE TIIH R Z2 B RICER L), KEEF~OHAY
TUROEBRTICH D =a—AKBEIZRO N, LEOITY NV 7 OfHfE
% BT a3 DRk & 72 BB L Qe [ 14]
2020 4F 10 H : E OB A A L OB OBREE AR E S, ER
ORI falr & Rl ORENE T U7, [ 15]
2020 4 12 A KEEBA L. ERUEE PICB R IEEE B L OS5t
TOEIRMBENEMENH o= L Lz, [ 16]
2020 4= 10 A6 12 A« ERZ2EEEEIL, BHFICxT 000 & EFE
EROHH oL L TN D, ZOFIZIE, Epi®EERICE B ET D
BB HREEE DN ASZfE S ] RO THEEL T\ m 2 b -
— 2 T 7YV AEDARE AT « 23 Y [Obediah Johnson) & . 5
WNDIHFPNTW o] EENTNDET 4=~y I ATV T7—T [T-
Max Jlateh) K. & HDHIABSHEZHE L CWEEE O LTIZET H50F
EHEEHEEZEELOEMERZL TR TES~ENT ey s 2D
> —i#k [newspaper Parrots Agency)] DFfRET VA ~, V2T R T
A %> (Julius Jaesan] K37, [1E 17]

2021 FEICHRE SNTZF O —FIZIZLL TR E EN 5,




YUY T 2025412 A 8 H OHEEMFFE ™~ + — T L https://refugeestudies.jp/

2212 H 19 H =B 7 4 TIREHKE L U =7 KD R T 4 H—
RCTHDHANT 4 — -« 7—1U— [Melvey Earley] OIEEN RS0, HEE
WoE STz, BEITXBZRE WD ZRAES L, 77—V =gk s Lk
oo FIFRBIXEEITATRDIL TV, [1E 18]

(2) People’s Liberation Party (PLP) <2024 45 A 2 HiBM>
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https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2094374.html
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/politics/liberia-peoples-liberation-party-justifies-collaboration-with-ruling-coalition-amid-agitation-from-council-of-county-chairpersons/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/politics/liberia-peoples-liberation-party-justifies-collaboration-with-ruling-coalition-amid-agitation-from-council-of-county-chairpersons/
https://www.liberianobserver.com/liberia-plp-political-leader-laid-rest-tomorrow-us
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1. Prevalence

In 2020, president of Liberia declared rape a ‘national emergency’. [{% 1] In areport
covering 2023, the European Union noted that ‘Liberian women and girls continue to suffer
from different forms of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV).” [{¥ 2] Sources
indicated that instances of rape remained prevalent in Liberia. [{# 3] The US Department
of State (USDOS) described rape in Liberia as ‘a serious and pervasive problem.” [F 4]
Domestic violence in Liberia has been described as widespread. [+ 5]

According to the statistics provided by United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), 2 708 cases of gender-based violence (GBV) were recorded in 2019 and 2 240
cases in 2020. [{E£ 6] 1In 2022, the government of Liberia recorded 1 975 cases of GBV.

[ 7]

A study published in June 2022 by the BioMed Central (BMC) Women's Health [{E 8]
found that the prevalence of intimate partner violence in Liberia in the previous 12 months
was 45 %. [{£9] The study has also identified regional differences, namely that women
in south central Liberia were less likely to experience violence from their partners as
compared to women in the north western part of the country. [{£ 10] Other factors
impacting intimate partner violence in Liberia, according to the study, included the age and
decision making power of women, as well as their husbands’ education. [73 11] However,
sources reported that precise figures of prevalence of gender-based violence GBV in Liberia
are not known due to underreporting by the victims. [ 12] Reasons for unreported cases
included fear of reprisal from the attacker [{E 13] , ‘fear of a negative response by others,
and the belief that authorities won’t take the case seriously,” [{% 14] as well as ‘lack of
support, breakdown or unreliability of public services.” [{F 15]

4. Access to state protection

A UNDP report described the prosecution of sexual offences as ‘remarkably inadequate’
[7£.57] The report quoted findings of the Independent National Commission on Human

Rights (INHCR) as saying that ‘that rapists continue to benefit from a deeply entrenched
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culture of impunity while survivors languish with slim hopes for justice.” [{%.58]
According to USDOS, quoting an INHCR report, ‘perpetrators of rape enjoyed widespread
impunity.” [7¥.59] A study on GBV and domestic violence in the context of COVID-19
pandemic found that due to the inadequate access to protection, ‘the majority of women still
live with their abusers.” [{3.60]

Obstacles when seeking justice in cases of sexual offences, as reported by sources,
included:

®  Lack of financial resources, inadequate court infrastructure and staffing.  [3.61]

® Restriction on a number of cases that could be heard, delays, and dismissal of cases
due to a lack of evidence. [{+.62]

®  Pressure by communities and families to drop the case. [{F.63]

Unwillingness of the police to investigate rape cases. [{£.64]

High costs of accessing justice for the victims. [73.65]

In reports covering 2022 and 2023, USDOS reported cases of ‘rape and sexual abuse by
government agents.” [{%.75] In February 2022, a female police officer submitted a
complaint against a senior police officer for an alleged rape that occurred in November
2021. [%£.76] In June 2020, a case was reported about a 15-year girl seeking help at a
police station in Monrovia following an attempted rape, who was allegedly raped by the
police officer at the said police station. [{¥.77]

5. Availability of support services

Government provided access to health services to victims of sexual violence, including
emergency contraception. [{3.78] Some shelters for GBV victims were run by the Ministry
of Gender, Children and Social Protection (MOGCSP). [7#.79] Additional information
on these shelters could not be found among the sources consulted by EUAA within the time
constraints of this query. The MOGCSP also operates transit centres providing
accommodation and medical care. [{¥.80] According to USDOS, each centre should have
a specialised nurse, a social worker, and a police officer, but most operated with limited
resources and ‘were unable to provide adequate services.” [1.81]

In 2022, services for women who were victims of sexual violence provided by the
Spotlight Initiative included healthcare services, legal services, psychological support, and
safe homes. [73.90] The services included 27 healthcare facilities, 5 safe homes and 4
social coping and rehabilitation centres. [{£.91] The report indicated that once this project

is finished, the government will take it over. [3.92] -

A4 KREEBEE MERESHE 2020 -V T (gER) ] ABFv=7 (2021 £
3H30H)
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6. Access to employment, housing and public services

Information on access to employment, housing and public services could not be found
among the sources consulted by EUAA within time constraints of this query.
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Formal Liberian statutory law only allows a man to have one wife, but the government

also recognizes marriage by traditional law, under which a man may have up to four wives.

4 @V RYTHE - EFHY —E XBE (LISGIS) 2022 Liberia Population and
Housing Census: Thematic report on Nuptiality and marriages| (2024 ££ 6 H)

The 2022 census data revealed that the highest religious affiliation for those engaged in
polygamous marriage was 5 per cent for all religions, with Muslims overriding Christians
by 4 percentage points. The data further showed that Muslims received the highest
percentage of polygamy of 8, followed by African religion with 7 per cent. The lowest
population of polygamous religious group was associated Christian, 4 per cent and another
5 per cent for persons without any religious affiliation as detailed in Table 5.10.

The 2022 census data indicated that 5 per cent of all ethnic groups in Liberia was engaged
in polygamous marriages. The highest proportion of ethnic group that practiced polygamy
was Mandingoes while the second highest ethnic groups were other African
tribes and Sapo, contributing 10 per cent and 7 per cent accordingly. Further, it was revealed
that the Dey, Gbandi, Vai had the third highest percentage of 6 respectively while the lowest
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polygamous ethnic groups were Bassa, Belle, Gio, Krahn and Kpelle, constituting 4 per
cent.
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Violence and Harassment: Press associations reported government officials occasionally
harassed newspaper and radio station owners, as well as individual journalists, because of
their political opinions and reporting.

On September 24, unidentified individuals broke into the facilities of leading independent
radio station OK FM 99.5 in Monrovia and damaged equipment, leading to a disruption in
broadcasting. The Press Union of Liberia (PUL) denounced the attack as a deliberate
attempt to obstruct the dissemination of independent news and information in the lead-up
to the October 10 national elections.

Censorship or Content Restrictions for Members of the Press and Other Media,
Including Online Media: Although generally able to express a wide variety of views, some
journalists practiced self-censorship to avoid harassment. Some but not all media outlets
avoided criticizing government officials due to fear of legal sanction and potential loss of
government advertising, which, according to the Press Union, was the largest source of
media revenue. Other outlets avoided addressing sensitive human rights topics such as
female genital mutilation/cutting.

Libel/Slander Laws: Criminal libel and slander laws were repealed in 2019; nonetheless,
government officials occasionally used the threat of civil defamation suits to intimidate
critics or political opponents. For example, on July 14 a civil law court ordered the shutdown
of Spoon Network, which had been embroiled in a defamation suit filed by Wilmot Smith,
the former Deputy Director General of the Liberia Institute of Statistics and Geo-
Information Services. The PUL denounced the order, considering it a direct infringement on
freedom of expression and the free press. Following the closure, the government clarified it
was not a party to Smith’s lawsuit, but the PUL noted Wilmot Smith was a close confidante
of Finance Minister Samuel Tweh and a member of the ruling Coalition for Democratic
Change (CDC) party.
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D Freedom of Expression and Belief

Liberia’s constitution provides for freedom of speech and the press, but these rights are
sometimes restricted in practice. Investigative reporters receive threats, including from
members of the government who have vowed to sue in response to journalistic inquiries.
Although the 2019 Press Freedom Act effectively decriminalized libel, “sedition,” and
“criminal malevolence,” defamation remains a civil offense, and journalists risk jail time
for nonpayment. Investigative reporting can lead to media houses being summoned to court.
In July 2023, a civil court issued a closure order against the Spoon Network, a television
and radio broadcaster, over a defamation case filed by Wilmot Smith, a former government
official. The broadcaster had reported on corruption allegations against Smith. The

broadcaster was allowed to resume its operations in August.

Law enforcement agencies and political actors constitute the main source of security
problems for journalists. The United Nations counted eight attacks on journalists during the
2023 electoral period. The offices of the New Dawn newspaper were attacked by
approximately 100 armed assailants in a nighttime raid in October, leaving two staff

members injured.
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