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Ethnic groups

Kpelle 20.2%, Bassa 13.6%, Grebo 9.9%, Gio 7.9%, Mano 7.2%, Kru 5.5%, Lorma 4.8%,
Krahn 4.5%, Kissi, 4.3%, Mandingo 4.2%, Vai 3.8%, Gola 3.8%, Gbandi 2.9%, Mende
1.7%, Sapo 1%, Belle 0.7%, Dey 0.3%, other Liberian ethnic group 0.4%, other African
3%, non-African 0.2% (2022 est.)
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https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/area/liberia/data.html
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/liberia/summaries
https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/area/liberia/data.html
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https://bti-project.org/en/reports/country-report/LBR
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2107757.html

UNRY 7 202541 H9H Ot RLAF9E 7 +— 7 L https://refugeestudies.jp/

L7z, 5RORFAERY (CDC) 1FE7-2ENHE L L TR S, kW T
THDHH—% (Unity Party) 2NENRE & LTHEIT LN, BEXARICIE, EO/M
PEORIEFH, BeAEE O ket L OSH oL E ERRERE, 3 X NCDC 2B 0»
TIXEOEIROME 72 FEHNE T,

11 Afif), VY 7TEZELZ (LNP) 129 A 29 HoOr 77 (Lofa) AT
% B B R ICBE LT, 21 A2 B0 THEE LT, Y ENT
(X, KRB ORI & 5400 R EZEER W O FFE & D MEEE ClifZe L7z B, &
b 24T L, BEA DAL LT, BU, W7 7V b aEERE LR
(ECOWAS). BELUO7T 7 U BITET DR ie7e RFEFEFRD 72 oD D EEH %
(EISDA : Electoral Institute for Sustainable Democracy in Africa) O [EBREEARE 1L,
LNP 7378 [Bong) ABZ /3L # (Gbarnga) (2B W THRAKEW O —% DN B
AT D - OISR B S 87— 5T, B5 L= 5% CDC % 0% B % B
LTz Z Lloxt L CEk A R L7,

11 H 20 HIZE Y v B T3 3FFE ORI EHT T A L7 SRICMbit T
WHBE—L YA KT UTAAT11A27 B, FAFE, MERTIHE. BLO
MM NI A KT LR cledf Sz, HBEOIX, FHEPICY 2 VT A
ANEAT KT FED R7 2o FEER L Tz ERES LTW 5, #HIETD
RLERITI, TEROFERM 27T 4P AG L, s HE L, 3 4 OBPEENIRRE X
F7=bDDEE L2 ENFEINTWD,

R RESDEE

BB LONBEONTITONIZ b OEELT TN, a2 RASFIERIC X
ST—HEZBELTETINGE, TH 19 B, FIEAHDOMEASL T 1 BT HULES
2B T D KBES Z Tl S, 2MEICAEZRTHhD=, VY 7 ARG
(LPP) O K#EHEMEATT 4 7V » > T r— [Tiawan Gongloe) 1%, LPP V&
O HE & BFICHERNER LI b b b, a2 E# Lo b L CEUF
ZIEFE LT,

7 7Y —X 7R [Freedom in the World 2023 - Liberia| (202347 H 7 H)
< ecoi.net &>

Bt CH BN ARG G D D, 2019 TR S L7 BB E &
(Collaborating Political Parties coalition] (CPP) % 2020 4F 8 A IZFEBE I L7223,
R 4 4 OB ONERFNOR, 2022 4F2 A TR STz, 202245 H, 3
B BNERE L, UY 7 REE S (Democratic Alliance of Liberial &V 95 #i7= 72

B A A G R LT,

BPAE & PR DA 23R 5 2 1l U TR & 40 215 5 rTREMEIFEREMICH 5,



https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2094374.html
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https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2058040/2021_08_Q22_EASO_COI_Query_Response_LIBERIA_OPPONENTS.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2058040/2021_08_Q22_EASO_COI_Query_Response_LIBERIA_OPPONENTS.pdf
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https://frontpageafricaonline.com/politics/liberia-peoples-liberation-party-justifies-collaboration-with-ruling-coalition-amid-agitation-from-council-of-county-chairpersons/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/politics/liberia-peoples-liberation-party-justifies-collaboration-with-ruling-coalition-amid-agitation-from-council-of-county-chairpersons/
https://www.liberianobserver.com/liberia-plp-political-leader-laid-rest-tomorrow-us
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https://www.moj.go.jp/isa/publications/materials/nyuukokukanri03_00031.html
https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/august-november-2019/how-i-set-liberia%E2%80%99s-first-school-autistic-children
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1. Prevalence

According to the 2019-20 Liberia Demographic and Health Survey, 38.2 % of girls and
women between ages 15 and 49 had undergone FGM/C.! However, a November 2021 article
by UN Women placed the figure at 50 %, for women aged 15 to 49 in Liberia.? The Liberia
Demographic and Health Survey added that 83.3 % of women aged 1549 were aware of
FGM/C as a practice.® According to the same source, FGM/C was considerably more
prevalent among women who live in rural areas (52 %) than those in urban areas (30 %),
and the prevalence of circumcision was reported to ‘sharply’ decline with increasing
education and wealth.* Furthermore, Christian women were ‘less likely than women of other
religions to be circumcised’, according to the survey.’

The Robert Lansing Institute (RLI), a research-based non-governmental organization
(NGO), illustrated that the major groups that practice FGM/C were ‘the Mande speaking
peoples of western Liberia such as the Gola and Kissi’.* A local news source, the New Dawn,
noted that ‘two major societies or ethnic groups’ have been ‘historically associated with
FGM/C in Liberia: the Krahn society, who live in the southeastern region of Liberia, and
have the practice ‘deeply ingrained in their cultural and traditional beliefs’ and the Bassa
society, who also live in the southeastern region, and practice FGM/C through initiations in
the Sande society.” New Dawn added that FGM/C was practiced in 11 regions in the country,
namely: Bong County, Lofa County, Nimba County, Grand Gedeh County, Maryland
County, River Gee County, River Cess County, Grand Kru County, Sinoe County, Margibi
County, and Gbarpolu County.'?

Since the ban on FGM/C by the National Council of Chiefs and Elders in Liberia in
February 2023, ‘traditional ceremonies to effectively enforce the ban on FGM have been
conducted in five out of 11 FGM practicing counties in Liberia, namely Montserrado, Grand
Cape Mount, Nimba, Bong and Lofa counties’, according to a February 2024 article by the
United Nations (UN).!®* USDOS added that after the 2023 ban, the National Council of
Chiefs and Elders in Liberia, ‘closed a traditional rural school in Montserrado County,
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replacing it with a heritage and vocational center to train FGM/C practitioners with
alternative skills for livelihood’.!” Furthermore, the USDOS report covering 2023 described
that ‘local authorities closed three secretive rural so-called bush schools, where the practice
took place, in three separate counties and worked with UN Women to provide training to

residents’.!'8

However, in an October 2023 article, New Dawn noted that many girls at a young age
were still be subjected to FGM/C ‘without having a choice in the matter’, despite the
February 2023 ban.! Sources further added that, the February 2022 ban on FGM/C for three
years, was not adhered to and the practice continued.?

2. Legislation and implementation

Sources stated that the law in Liberia did not legally prohibit the practice of FGM/C.?’
Liberia was reported as one of three Western African countries that does not have a law
criminalizing FGM/C? and as of April 2024, two anti-FGM bills were pending before
Liberian Parliament, seeking to permanently outlaw FGM/C in the country.” According to
the country report by the United States Department of State (USDOS) covering 2023, NGOs

reported ‘there was little political will within the legislature to address the issue’.*

According to sources, despite that specific national legislation has not been passed on
FGM/C, ‘Section 242 of the Penal Code addresses malicious and unlawful injuries towards
another person by cutting off or otherwise depriving him or her of any of the members of
his body’, which is a ‘felony punishable up to five years’.>! Sources further noted that these
provisions have not been used on prosecutions related to FGM/C.* Similarly, a September
2018 report by 28 Too Many, a research-based initiative aimed at ending FGM/C, affirmed
that ‘in the absence of national legislation outlawing FGM, there are no officially reported
prosecutions or court proceedings in Liberia’.>* The same source noted that ‘there is also no
evidence that other legislation has been used in any way to prosecute perpetrators of
FGM’.** Sources described that in February 2022, the traditional local council in Liberia
banned the practice of FGM/C for three years.”> Furthermore, on 6 February 2023,
traditional leaders, specifically the National Council of Chiefs and Elders of Liberia,
declared a national ban the practice of FGM in Liberia.*® According to a local news source,
the Liberian Investigator, ‘traditional laws and regulations declared by traditional authorities
are binding on community members’, but were not always abided by traditional leaders.?’

Corroborating information could not be found.

4. Possibility to refuse FGM/C and consequences for refusal

According to the 2019 report by 28 Too Many, ‘there have been numerous reports of
forced initiation to Sande (in other words, forced FGM) as punishment for speaking out
against the practice and of young girls being forcibly initiated after the slightest accusations
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of breaking Sande law’.*> UN Women noted that FGM/C ‘often’ occurs without the consent

of the woman or girl.*

5. Access to justice

According to sources, in April 2024 two chief ‘zoes’ were arrested and one was detained
for refusing to respect a judge’s order to present to the court three young women who were
allegedly abducted and initiated into the Sande Society to undergo’ FGM/C.*” A June 2022
article by the United Nations Human Rights Office of the Commissioner (OHCHR),
described a case of a woman reporting her daughter being abducted by the Sande society
and subjected to FGM/C, while the women who abducted her were not prosecuted.*®
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