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Evariste Ndayishimiye’s presidency (2020-2022)

After he took power, Ndayishimiye made some efforts to rein in members of the
Imbonerakure and their involvement in human rights abuse was less visibly apparent.
However, Imbonerakure members have continued to arrest, beat, and kill suspected
opponents, sometimes in collaboration with or with the support of local administrative
officials, police, or intelligence agents. Révérien Ndikuriyo, Secretary General of the
CNDD-FDD and a hardliner within the party, made several incendiary speeches during
gatherings of CNDD-FDD members and Imbonerakure. In August 2022, he called on the
Imbonerakure to continue night patrols and to kill any “troublemakers”[ 73 13] and attacked
international human rights organizations. Throughout 2022, Imbonerakure members

followed training programs on “patriotism” across the country. [{I 14]

X PTEDFEMITIR S E TR IZE 0,

T KEEEE OERREHE 20194F - 72 (2020423 A 11 H)
C. ¥ERBIUVMMORBRER. FEAERZ UIRNLEED T 5 Bk I THIE]

EHFHEZES (COD @9 A#REDOH T, ZERIIHBRSERHIRE Thh
TEBY., TOFELED> T RN EHE Lo, #EZIT. KA wm Lz
0. ANAIEERZ L7720 | 2018 AFDOEIEICET 2 ERKEZEIC L TOEE 217 -
720 LB 2 0T BN EHWBETH D Z LN E o Tz, BRITAIZIEA VR
XTI VDAUN=REELTWEERLNTEY, BT TCHDLZ L HE 0N
D, BEERE SO GITHIFO Y /ELH LAEDE TV, 5 DEREHETIT- 72



https://refugeestudies.jp/
https://www.rw.emb-japan.go.jp/files/100585213.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/10/14/human-rights-watch-submission-universal-periodic-review-burundi
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/10/14/human-rights-watch-submission-universal-periodic-review-burundi
https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/burundi/

TNV 202541 H 30 H OHERMFIT 7 +— 7 I https://refugeestudies.jp/

DLTWDHZEbdhoT, COLICLD &, BEFITRITSNTY, MO0 |
RBHETEINZY | GFI N TEDT HNZD LTV, WS DD —AT
X, VA TEEDENER LS -7, 7, Z LA, &L, SEICKDERS
N DERF b B E TV,

D. HEW2RHBOHE

o NHEBEERIKIZ, A VAR T 7 L AU AN—=REE LTS D LT, B
2L WERORBEH @GO HE RN H -7 b adliE Lz, 20 COolE, RE
MIBFHCHIE DR Z — O W TR L7223y, SEHIH &2 o 7=, 9 HEER
T, V—2747% [Ligue Iteka] (X, 598 O ENFIHIZ DN TLEIICE L,
2B, SAERA UARRT 7 L 375 N LR 30 S ER, 72 RS UG TEUN O
WMIRE. 6710 SNR ICL DB D TH 7=, CNL DRk B & O X REE 13485
B L S, 3 242 OB EF N H o T2, FOMOB TR E . E4RBUR
TEENCBIE L Ol STz, i 51E, CNL Ok B & [FFkIC, /N—72 EDFL
B« ARGFTNCD N CHEE > T NEERESE) 2R LISz E W)
SEaflbihd Z L EBIITONT-, F2. YRIZFOHFIZSIM L Tuauy CNL
SR OB EOBEEEH T E b o T,

B. FRMLRESB I OO BEH

Ty —F U RO E N OB O EZAICLD E, HBIT
ZWTUWDO AT LOEE > TR IS bbb b3, NEERES] 2BV
FRTHRINZY SRR E2ZT 70 @ nizn., 2hERsbnizn L
72o HEICHE S 72 DIXEIT CNL ORERLE T, FIUCHMOBI OF DI HEE L 70D
ZEbvbhol,

4 HRW [U—)LFLAR—F2020- 7L (202081 8 14 8)

TN VDG REFEERTHDIA AR T 7 LD A N—T251F, 2019 B L
T, SEEICHT BRI ANCEFE®A (SNR), 52 L 3G L ¢, JREIc b
HANMREZIL L CTE I, ZhUTiE, BIESRZRAUN, REE, BB E ., R
FAT, BT, BHEICSCHF LTV D LB b D E~OZER ENEEND, 51,
FEERCBHE~ ORI, ETIRIE L AR SN 6850, GRAOSIMEESTT 5
Bl b AR BBRIEN L LT,

Bom— b s 7L DY RIS 2020 EORKFEFERICITHEE Lan &l T
. ENOBEXES XV HT 7, 4RI, WL ONOBR O —FHEENME - 2 R 72
DT LWEBGEDOBGREZTAT720 LN, BB R a7 L EEbn-%< o7 v
VUNPREEINZY, REELZD, BEMICERBISND, BITE2% 0720 L



https://refugeestudies.jp/
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/burundi

TNV 202541 H 30 H O#ERMIE 7 +— T L https://refugeestudies.jp/

2o 5% CNDD-FDD & % OFFEAMME~OME, 556, FHITERDOFIRNES
~OHFEZW oo F T2 b Elo, BT @, BHOMR L LT L S,

H ABEENEER—bR—Y [ (GERER) T rofEE#R [—H g
fERL~LEE FIiF]) (201847 H 11 H)

1

(2) BE 7 V=277 TIE, 201545 A, KHERELIRD & T KR Z
O BT EEEEORFORERES ORI N L, T8 EAThi, —ib
TIXE - BERKRE T EROEENEEL, WFICHEENRAELE Lz, 2Ok
BONMEFIZITE A ENEHINE L2, ElEE BELLRER T,

T O%IE, BOBANZIIRK X 72BRELITIE <, 2018 4F 5 H OE LS EERKEZED
L RE R L RS EELK T LE L, 2O, 70 DY RFEMEIZ 2020
FEORMEER~OARHEEZRAL TR, BUAMIERIIELEZSOH Y £7°,

¥ HRW_ 7NV DV TCEEREZANCBRACAEERE | (201845 H 18 H)

TV DOIREE R & 5 EEFY O E A, 2018 4 5 H 17 HOERKEEE
TO 1AM, KRE DN D HEZZFL, sz L, fifcL, BITL, ZEL
e RAREINEFE BN TCEa—<2 TV« T4 v FRRR, T
YU, B b s VI DY REENRFORO 3 B ~OHB AL LT
2015 4F 4 A LIRS, BOGRI7R, AMHED, £ LT, NE LOMEHIZER LT\ 5,

27 CEDOCAICOI 7 +—Hh A Tnro: FFEEBEIC X AREFORHE | (2024
# 6 A 21 H) <EUAA COI Portal >

122, “AF—IZBIFEITNUPYR[LE IV AT 4T ART DR

CEDOCA 723#fih L7c~L X —DIFLZHERIT, 7V VOB SNR D~ L
XF—IZBITDIREC, TNV VY[ ENNXT—DT 4 T AKRT & OFHRIZONT
BFHRAERMILL TN, ZOBRFEICENE, 7V 2 v BT v P KREREIC
(%, XA EBOFFEE L% SNR OGN H D &9,

(RPN 72 B IS B 05 % X TR 1E. SNR DA% (DRE) 234H -5 T
%, DRE 1%, 7/ VIR ZE  HREBRH DI, TEIMARECHE AR DA
FRFENFS I OV ) 7 [E] B BE O B RS BI N O N B 2 T 5 . SNR @ 2019 AR % IE
TiE, [SNR EBEMNENLR - HEREINIZ SNR ORI 2R 7213047
L) EHEINTND [1193], ZOEFICLD L, FTELE— « TV D RERE

10


https://refugeestudies.jp/
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2018T070.html#ad-image-0
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2018T070.html#ad-image-0
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/05/18/burundi-killings-abuse-ahead-referendum
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/belgium/PLib/COI_Focus_Burundi_Le_traitement_r%C3%A9serv%C3%A9_par_les_autorit%C3%A9s_nationales_%C3%A0_leurs_ressortissants_de_retour_dans_le_pays_20240621.pdf

TNV 202541 H 30 H OHERMFIT 7 +— 7 I https://refugeestudies.jp/

1. MDD DL RARFE EOBBOMREICETE2 A 9 1 4LL Eo SNR EE THERR
SNDHSNR T T T HEHEELTWD [1F94],

UL X — DY L, SNR UL EX— 281 5 7L v Y OBORIIEHE S D
HEAEH L TWDEDIE, Zhb 3 0EE LD EEZ TV,

[ZD 1 [T, SNR BTE~LFX —OBURHIEHEENC T 7'vn—F T 50+
ERL UV RER DT, ZOZLIZ NN —DT IV D ANT 4 T ARTITHT 5
IR AR SED O TIEARVR, ~LF —TORHEENCRE L, MSD
DX D RBIEMEE L BB L TWA T DR ORI L B — DR 2
HMELZ T2 FTREMED E W,

Hox ORAWIRFHE T, ~LX—I281F 5 SNR OIFENL, AL T a7y
X DM L IRILIIZIERE SN TV D, HAMPE DR EETT 2 CE 22418
72 RRHRIZRET 5 X 0 BB I T 5 AWM T E MR S TWD
72y [ 1051,

X NEBHHEENZE & 2 S5 FOIFEFFORF VL, T 113 HAE)
v varbBEIEEN,

X R T T AGE, FRSCE, DeepL BIRRICEIEZ I T2GR T, MIED
SR, R AE ZE L EN,

4 @IRBC [7 Y —[E% [BDI106060.FE] 7/ Y : A RF T 7 LOIEEIN
BLYUBR BT Va T 5ERLDORPY NSRBIV TADE
BETE2), FRIIENA~OHEZFEIETE 50> (2015 F~20184 3 A) |
(2018 4E 2 A 22 H) <UNHCR web archive>

Sources point out that the Imbonerakure also attack people who are perceived to be
political opponents (IRRI 24 Aug. 2017, 7; UN 11 Aug. 2017, para. 14). Human Rights
Watch reported in August 2015 that the Imbonerakure arrest presumed opponents whom
they accuse of trying to leave the country to join an armed rebellion (Human Rights Watch
6 Aug. 2015). In November 2015, the United Nations (UN) Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) spoke of [UN English version] "hundreds of
cases of arbitrary arrest and detention ... targeting members of the opposition, journalists,
human rights defenders and their families, people attending the funerals of those who have
been killed, and inhabitants of neighbourhoods perceived to be supportive of the opposition"
(UN 10 Nov. 2015).

@ CNL (Congrés national pour la liberté)
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(FEARERAR ]
According to a May 2020 report by the Institute for Security Studies (ISS), the CNL is a
former rebel group that was active underground for almost 30 years until it entered the

political system in 2009. It is an ethnic Hutu group that was previously known as the Party
for the Liberation of the Hutu People (PALIPEHUTU) (also: Parti pour la Libération du
Peuple Hutu, note: ACCORD) and was founded in 1980. In 2001, it became the
PALIPEHUTU-FNL and during the transformation into a political party in 2009, the name
National Forces of Liberation (FNL) was used. This name was in use until 2015, when a

short-term coalition of independents called itself Amizero y'Abarundi was formed. In 2019,
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the group finally regained the status of a political party under the name CNL (ISS, 29 May
2020; see also HRW, 12. June 2019). Amnesty International (Al), Human Rights Watch
(HRW), UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the US
Department of State (USDOS) describe the CNL as the main opposition party in the country
(AL, 27 March 2023; HRW, 18.May 2022; OHCHR, 16. September 2021; USDOS,
20. March 2023, Section 1a).

In June 2022, celebrations for the party's third birthday were banned in several provinces.
Security forces and members of the Imbonerakure (youth wing of the ruling party,
ACCORD) had disrupted several CNL gatherings, including in July 2022 in the province of
Gitega, where a group of alleged Imbonerakure, accompanied by the local authorities,
accused the party of holding a secret and unauthorized assembly. CNL offices had been
damaged. Two offices were burned down in the province of Ruyigi. The CNL's attempts to
form an opposition parliamentary group were initially met with resistance from the president
of the National Assembly. (Al, 27. March 2023).

In its annual report on the human rights situation of March 2023 (reporting period 2022),
the USDOS mentions that the law provides for freedom of peaceful assembly, but that the
government has not always respected these rights. The constitution and laws would require
political parties and large groups to inform the government in advance of a public meeting
and at least four days before a planned demonstration. It has been reported that opposition
parties, especially the CNL, have been prevented from organising activities such as
anniversary celebrations, meetings, office openings and other public gatherings
(USDOS, 20 March 2023, Section 2b). The Burundi Human Rights Initiative (BHRI) also
reports that CNL's activities in 2022 have been hampered by frequent administrative hurdles
from the government and the ruling CNDD-FDDJ 1]. The authorities had forced the CNL to
cancel meetings, ceremonies and other activities in several provinces, including Kirundo,
Ngozi, Rutana, Makamba, Ruyigi, Gitega and Bubanza (BHRI, February 2023, p. 24).

Action against members of the CNL

According to Al, the authorities and the Imbonerakure continued to target, beat, arrest
and illegally detain CNL members in 2022. André Ndagijimana, a CNL member, died in
police custody at Ngozi Hospital in July 2022. He had been denied access to adequate
medical care. Jean de Dieu Ndasabira, another CNL member, has been missing since June
2022. Local organizations documenting his case assume that he was picked up at his
workplace in Bujumbura by SNR (Service National de Renseignement, National
Intelligence) officers. The authorities had not provided any information about the
investigation into his disappearance by the end of the year. In June 2022, a local CNL youth
official, Jean Claude Ntirampeba, was found dead near the Rusizi River. His body had

shown clear signs of third-party negligence (Al, 27. March 2023).
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According to the USDOS, NGOs and media have reported that members of the CNL,
among others, have been victims of enforced disappearances. According to a report by the
BHRI from March 2022 (see also BHRI, March 2022), CNL members are the main victims
of enforced disappearances, as they are usually abducted by SNR agents or the police
instead of being arrested under the law. BHRI reported that families gave up the search after
a few weeks and organized funerals for their missing relatives. Some of the missing people
have reappeared, and others are awaiting trial in prisons. BHRI has reported that there is no
information that security officials are being prosecuted for their role in kidnappings. On 13
July 2022, Ligue Iteka reported (see also Ligue Iteka, July 2022, p.5), that Salvator
Horihoze, head of the SNR in the province of Bujumbura, and Marius Bayisabe, member
of the Imbonerakure, arrested Jean Paul Ndabacekure, CNL member and resident of the
municipality of Mubimbi in the province of Bujumbura. According to the report,
Ndabacekure's family searched for him in well-known SNR and police prisons, but could
not find him. In August 2022, his whereabouts were still unknown (USDOS, March 20,
2023, Section 1b).

According to the USDOS, media reported throughout 2022 that Imbonerakure members
had arrested, threatened, beaten, tortured CNL members or used a combination of the former
measures. BHRI had reported that suspected opposition members, mostly CNL members,
had been tortured in SNR offices and held in solitary confinement for a period of a few days
to several months. According to the BHRI, the SNR tortured its victims, most of whom were
accused of collaborating with armed rebel groups, in order to obtain confessions or other
information (USDOS, March 20, 2023, Section 1c¢).
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7 @IRBC [/ =V —[H% [BDI104286.FE] 7/ ¥ : HELREEZDEZDHD
EB) (MSD) DB I OEEBIEZETe, 2012 4 11 A 18 HIZ Frodebu 3
DEELESE~DBM, YRIZEDZREEBITEE~OxE (2010 F~
2013461 A) ] (20134£2 A 22 H) <UNHCR web archive>

According to the Political Handbook of the World (PHW), the Movement of Solidarity
and Democracy (Mouvement pour la solidarité et la démocratie, MSD) is a political party
founded in December 2007 (PHW 2012, 213). Sources indicated, however, that the
government refused to allow the MSD to register as an official political party (ibid.) until
June 2009 (UN 31 Aug. 2009, para. 13). According to a report on Burundi prepared by the
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, the reasons for the refusal was that the party's
first name, the Movement for Security and Democracy (Mouvement pour la sécurité et la
démocratie), [UN English version] "usurped the function of ensuring security, which was
the sole prerogative of the State" (ibid.).

---also in a telephone interview with the Research Directorate, an independent consultant
in Burundi, who has been working with NGOs and international organizations for more than
25 years and who writes about the political situation in the country, stated that the party in
power considers the MSD [translation] "a threat," and that the party is "is the government's
second target, after the FNL [National Liberation Forces]" (28 Jan. 2013). According to the
PHW, the FNL participated in armed rebellions against various governments in Burundi and
was registered as a political part in 2009 (PHW 2012, 213).

4 @IRBC 7=V —[E% [BDI106250.FE] 7)o T : Y[z L AEH L BEFE
O HDEE) (MSD) X L/ S—DH\, MSD D% BEE (o ua I AD) (2016
F~2019F3 H)1 (2001943 H7H)

1.1 Suspension of Party Activities

Sources report that on 4 April 2017, the government suspended MSD activities for
six months because, according to the Minister of the Interior, the party was committed to
forming [FIDH, et al. English version] “an armed group to fight” Burundi (FIDH, et al.
June 2017, 24; Iwacu 12 Apr. 2017; Jeune Afrique 14 Apr. 2017). Sources add that the
Minister also stated that MSD members displayed behaviour that incited violence and hatred
(FIDH, et al. June 2017, 24; Jeune Afirique 14 Apr. 2017). Information on the resumption of
MSD activities or the continuation of the suspension could not be found among the sources
consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response.

1.2 Treatment of Members

In June 2017, the International Federation for Human Rights (Fédération internationale
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des ligues des droits de I’homme, FIDH) and the Iteka Burundian League for Human Rights
(Ligue burundaise des droits de ’homme Iteka, Ligue Iteka), a Burundian human rights
organization (Ligue Iteka n.d.), published a report on human rights in Burundi, with the
participation of other NGOs, including the Burundian Association for Human Rights and
Detainees Protection (Association burundaise pour la protection des droits humains et des
personnes détenues, APRODH) (FIDH, et al. June 2017). According to this report, MSD
members are [FIDH, et al. English version] “victims of attacks and harassment™ at the hands
of the authorities, notably the police and Imbonerakure [1], based on cases documented in
the report (FIDH, et al. June 2017, 24). In its 2017 annual report, APRODH explains that
victims [translation] “who have been deprived of the right to life and physical integrity” are
“members of political opposition parties,” including the MSD (APRODH Jan. 2018, 31).
According to the same source, such members [translation] “were brutally killed, while
others were subjected to terrorist acts to compel them to join the ruling party,” the National
Council for the Defence of Democracy - Forces for the Defence of Democracy (Conseil
national pour la défense de la démocratie-Forces de défense de la démocratie, CNDD-FDD)
(APRODH Jan. 2018, 31).

APRODH reports the following events in 2017:

® On 7 May 2017, a bus driver who was an MSD member was allegedly arrested by
the [translation] “head of the [National Intelligence Service (Service national de
renseignement, SNR)] in the Musaga area” and charged with preventing
CNDD/FDD members from attending a recruitment party for new members;

® On 6 June 2017, an MSD member responsible for mobilization was allegedly
arrested at his home by the police and charged with refusing to join the CNDD-FDD
party (APRODH Jan. 2018, 22).

Ligue Iteka reports the following events, which occurred in 2017 or 2018:

® On 23 March 2017, Ferninand Vyimana, an MSD member, was reportedly
kidnapped by [translation] “SNR people” in Rutana Province. According to
information reported to Ligue Iteka by sources, this individual had allegedly received

[translation] “extremely serious death threats” (Ligue Iteka Apr. 2017, 9);

® On 31 May2017, SNR officers allegedly killed two MSD members,
Léon Bangiricenge and Remy Ndagijimana in the Bujumbura Mairie Province, after
arresting them on 24 and 25 May 2017, respectively. They were reportedly subjected
to [translation] “acts of torture” before being killed. An MSD spokesperson
told Ligue Iteka that the individuals were [translation] “victims because of their
political affiliation” (Ligue Iteka June 2017, 9);

® On 7 June 2017, in the commune of Mugongo-Manga in Bujumbura Province, two
MSD members were allegedly arrested by the Imbonerakure. Local sources told
Ligue Iteka that the members were charged with insulting two police officers. While

detained, the two men were reportedly beaten and tortured (Ligue Iteka June 2017,
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17);

® On 3 July 2017, in the commune of Butaganzwa in Kayanza Province, two MSD
members were allegedly beaten by the Imbonerakure, who accused them of not
having participated in the celebrations commemorating the 55th anniversary of
Burundian independence (Ligue Iteka July 2017, 17);

® On 25 July 2017, in the commune of Rango in Kayanza Province, an MSD member
was allegedly arrested by plainclothes police officers for having participated in
protests against the third term of Burundian president Pierre Nkurunziza (Ligue
Iteka July 2017, 18);

® On 27 July 2017, in the commune of Gihanga in Bubanza Province, an MSD
member, Aimable Nibaruta, was allegedly arrested with two members of another
political party, the National Liberation Forces (Forces Nationales de Libération,
FNL) [2]. A week earlier, these three individuals had been released after spending
one year in detention following charges of possession of military equipment,
considered unfounded by the courts. Local sources told Ligue Iteka that the
individuals had been arrested without a warrant (Ligue Iteka July 2017, 17-18);

® On 17 August 2017, in the commune of Rango in Kayanza Province, an MSD
member, Jules Bikorimana, was allegedly tied to a tree and beaten by the
Imbonerakure, because, according to local sources, he had not wanted to join the
CNDD-FDD (Ligue Iteka Aug. 2017, 16);

® On 7 October 2017, a provincial SNR officer allegedly [translation] “arbitrarily”
arrested and imprisoned the former president of the provincial MSD committee in
Gitega, who was charged with recruiting fighters and “interfering in SNR business”;
the man was released on 9 October 2017, “after the regional police commissioner in
Gitega intervened” (Ligue Iteka Nov. 2017, 22).

1.3 May 2018 Constitutional Referendum

According to an article by Jeune Afrique with Agence France-Presse (AFP), in a
May 2018 referendum, Burundians voted in favour of constitutional reform that would
allow, among other things, President Pierre Nkurunziza to run for two seven-year terms
beginning in 2020 and that would concentrate [translation] “all the levers of executive
power” in the hands of the president (Jeune Afrique with AFP 22 May 2018). In a report on
the referendum process and the period surrounding the referendum, FIDH and Ligue Iteka
indicate that the MSD boycotted the referendum process (FIDH and Ligue Iteka May 2018,
9). In the same report, FIDH and Ligue Iteka indicate having [FIDH and Ligue
Iteka English version] recorded dozens of instances of arbitrary arrests, beatings and even
torture directed at alleged opponents of the referendum. Most of the political opponents
targeted are from the FNL of Agathon Rwasa, the MSD, the Union for National Progress
(I’Union pour le Progrés National (UPRONA)) of Charles Nditije and the Union for Peace
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and Democracy-Zigamibanga (1I’Union pour la paix et la démocratie, UPD - Zigamibanga)).
(FIDH and Ligue Iteka May 2018, 10)

7 @ARC [ 7V VERIFHRE ] (202341 H) <ecoi>

1. RED-Tabara

RED-Tabara was created in 2011, in the aftermath of the 2010 elections in Burundi, which
the group deemed fraudulent. It gathered strength in 2015, during and after large public
protests against President Pierre Nkurunziza’s decision to run for a third term. Many of the
original RED-Tabara members had links to the opposition party Movement for Solidarity
and Democracy (Mouvement pour la solidarité et la démocratie, MSD), which played a
major role in the 2015 protest movement and has been banned by the government; RED-
Tabara is still seen as close to exiled MSD leader Alexis Sinduhije. They were joined by
radicalised members of the 2015 protest movement and some members of the military
involved in or sympathetic to the failed coup d’ tat of May 2015. In 2016, a RED-Tabara

leader said that its goal was to remove “Nkurunziza and his gang”.3
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The human rights situation in Burundi is classified as tense or worrying. Serious human
rights violations by security forces including arbitrary arrests, attacks, torture and rape have
occurred since 2015 and continue to occur with impunity. The rights of freedom of
expression, association and assembly of NGOs and human rights organizations are
frequently violated. According to the Burundian NGO Ligue Iteka between April 2015 and
May 2018, 1,710 murders, 486 cases of forced disappearances, 558 victims of torture and
8,561 arbitrary arrests, have occurred. It is worrying that until October 2016, five human
rights organizations have been banned, namely the forum pour le renforcement de société
civile (FORSC), the forum pour la conscience et le développement (FOCODE), the action
chrétiens pour I’abolition de la torture (ACAT), the association burundaise pour la
protection des humits humains et des personnes détenues (APRODH) and the réseau des
citoyens probes (RCP). On April 26, 2018, the regional court of Ntahangwa sentenced the
human rights defender Germain Rukuki to 32 years in prison for “participation in an

EEINT3

insurrection,” “undermining state security” and “rebellion.” Violence against women and
girls is rampant and perpetrators rarely face persecution. Albinos face a particular threat
from discrimination and violence. The Burundian government’s order in December 2018
that the UN Human Rights Council office should be closed by February 2019 also signifies

an unwillingness to disclose information and to allow the international community to help
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290 Deutsche Welle (Quenum F.), 31/08/2016, url ; Jeune Afrique (Muhorakeye N.),
18/09/2017, url

291 Comité contre la torture des Nations unies, 09/09/2016, p. 4, url ; Conseil des droits
de ’homme des Nations unies, 18/09/2017, p. 99, url
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Z4 @ECE [ Burundi bans sixth human rights organisation in three months |
africanews (201741 H 4 B)

Burundi has banned another human rights organisation from operating in the country after
banning five others in October.

Ligue Iteka was temporarily suspended together with three others on October 24, 2016
while five others including — Forum for the Strengthening of Civil Society (FORSC), The
Forum for Awareness and Development (FOCODE), Christian Action for the Abolition of
Torture (ACAT), Association for Protection of the Human Rights and Detained persons
(APRODH) and Network of Honest Citizens (RCP) were banned completely.

% @FEE _[Burundi suspends 10 civil society groups| Anadolu Agency (2015 £ 11
H24 1)

Burundian authorities have suspended 10 civil society organizations which campaigned
against President Pierre Nkurunziza’s third-term bid, official sources told Anadolu Agency

on Tuesday.

Some of the organizations concerned are the Forum for Development and Consciousness
(Focode); the Forum for the Reinforcement of the Civil Society; the Christian Association
Against Torture (ACAT); the Association for the Protection of Human Rights and Detained
Persons (APRODH); Network of Honest Citizens (RCP) and Partners in Synergy for the
Promotion of Women’s Rights (SPPDF).
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Situation of members of the Tutsi ethnic group

In September 2021, the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) mentions that numerous serious human rights violations have occurred in
connection with the numerous armed attacks that have been perpetrated since August 2020.

In the search for people allegedly involved in the armed attacks or collaborating with rebel
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groups, the security forces had mainly identified members of the Congrés national pour la
liberté (CNL) party, former members of the Tutsi-dominated former armed forces of
Burundi (ex-FAB)[1], returnees and some of their family members. Some have been
executed, others have been subjected to enforced disappearances or tortured while being
arbitrarily detained. Although the level of political violence decreased immediately after the
2020 elections, the political climate remains extremely intolerant of dissenters
(OHCHR, 16 September 2021). In addition, OHCHR mentions in March 2021 that since
September 2020, young men, many of whom belonged to the Tutsi ethnic group, have also
been victims of extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, arrests and arbitrary
detention (often accompanied by torture) (OHCHR, 11. March 2021).

Situation of former ex-FAB members and their family members

In a report on incidents between 1 October and 31 December 2021, SOS Torture/Burundi
mentions that there have been abductions of people who are primarily members of the CNL
party and elements of the ex-FAB or other people who are suspected of posing a political
threat to the government. In one case, a young student was arrested and questioned about
his communication. After him, three family members, including his father and uncle - all
ex-FAB - were also arrested and questioned (SOS Torture/Burundi, January 2022, p. 14). In
the same report, SOS Torture/Burundi also writes that political intolerance has never ceased,
and members of the CNL and others considered a threat by the government, such as
members of the ex-FAB, are still attacked by SNR and police, as well as by elements of the
Imbonerakure and increasingly by other local CNDD-FDD leaders (SOS Torture/Burundi,
January 2022, p. 22).

In April 2022, SOS Torture/Burundi mentions that a former FAB soldier who
subsequently joined the CNDD-FDD was killed in an unknown location before his body
was taken to a morgue under circumstances that are still unclear. He had been absent since
March 13, 2022, after leaving his house near the capital Bujumbara (SOS Torture/Burundi,
April 2022, p. 7-8).

In its report on human rights-related incidents in the months of January to March
2023,Ligue Iteka that two members of the ex-FAB were killed, among others. Overall, the
alleged perpetrators of the Ligue Iteka, incidents were largely involving members of the
Imbonerakure, the SNR, the police, the military and the administration (Ligue Iteka, 7 April
2023, p. 4).
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