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Human Rights Watch reviewed one indictment and five verdicts handed down to people
in Uzbekistan in the last year on the charge of “public insult or slander against the President
of the Republic of Uzbekistan, as well as using the press or other media, telecommunications
networks, or the Internet,” under article 158, part 3 of the Uzbek Criminal Code, and found
that authorities in Uzbekistan are wrongfully prosecuting citizens for nonviolent exercise of
their right to freedom of expression. Other reports indicate even higher numbers of

prosecutions on this charge.

Otkirbek Sobirov, 27, expressed his frustration on social media in January 2023 with

interruptions to the supply of gas and electricity in the city of Kokand. On May 16, 2023, a
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Fergana court sentenced Sobirov to two years and three months in prison on charges of

LIS

“insulting the president online,” “attempting to overthrow the Constitutional order of
Uzbekistan,” and “mass riots” under articles 158, part 3; 159, part 1; and 244, part 2b of the

criminal code.

The verdict says that Sobirov, who admitted he was frustrated about the gas and electricity
cuts during the winter months, sent multiple messages in a Telegram group in which he
criticized state policies and called on the president to resign. He also called for a rally against
gas and electricity shortages in Kokand.

A state-ordered linguistic analysis concluded that Sobirov’s messages contained calls and
ideas aimed at overthrowing legitimate representatives of the authorities, as well as signs of
a call for riots that threaten public peace.
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The Constitution of Uzbekistan guarantees rights to privacy, equality, and non

discrimination, but consensual same-sex sexual conduct between men remains criminalised
under Article 120 of the 1994 Criminal Code, punishable by up to 3 years imprisonment.
This law does not apply to women. No legal protections exist against discrimination based

on sexual orientation or gender identity, and same-sex unions and adoptions are not

recognised.
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Despite claims by the authorities of non-enforcement, prosecutions under Article 120
persist, with documented cases from 2009 to 2023. Police intimidation, violence, and
exploitation against gay and bisexual men and trans people are common, with law
enforcement officials often perpetrating abuses. Few, if any, LGBTI rights organisations
exist legally due to restrictive laws and criminalisation, forcing them to operate unofficially.

Negative social attitudes towards LGBTI people result in widespread discrimination and
limit freedom of expression. Same-sex conduct, especially in rural areas, is taboo, leading
individuals to hide their orientation to avoid ostracism. Homophobic and transphobic views
are pervasive, with families often seeking 'treatment’, including ‘conversion therapy’, for
LGBTI members. Young gay men face expulsion and societal rejection. Public opinion
supports criminalising same-sex relations, and violence against LGBTI people is common.
Hate speech from authorities and societal figures fuels discrimination. No Pride events or
support groups exist, and the environment severely restricts LGBTI activism.

LGBTI people form a particular social group (PSG) in Uzbekistan.

Actual or perceived gay and bisexual men and trans women are likely to face persecution

or serious harm from the state.

Actual or perceived lesbian and bisexual women are unlikely to face persecution or
serious harm from the state. The onus is on the person to demonstrate otherwise.

Actual or perceived LGBT people are likely to face persecution or serious harm from

non-state actors.

There is little information on the experiences or treatment of trans men or intersex people.

Each case must be considered on its facts.

In general, the state is able but not willing to offer effective protection to a person who
identifies as LGBTI.

Given that homophobic attitudes are prevalent throughout the country there is unlikely to
be any place in Uzbekistan to which an LGBTI person could relocate without making
fundamental changes to their behaviour.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

An April revision to the constitution defines the country as a “secular state.” The
constitution establishes a separation between the state and religious organizations and bars
the interference of the state in the activities of religious organizations. The law on liberty of
conscience and religious organizations provides for the right of citizens to choose their faith

or not to profess a faith, and it bars coercion and proselytization and missionary work. T+ -

GOVERNMENT PRACTICES

Activists and international organizations, including Amnesty International, continued to
criticize the 2021 religion law, saying too many of the earlier standing restrictions remained.
Specifically, the group said it was concerned about bans on the exercise, teaching, and
sharing of religious beliefs without state approval, as well as tight censorship of religious
literature. Former UN Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Religion or Belief Shaheed
released a report assessing the government’s follow-through of his initial 2018
recommendations. The report indicated that in almost every area, the government either had
“not implemented” or only “partially implemented” his recommendations.

Abuses Involving Violence, Detention, or Mass Resettlement

In December, authorities released Fazilkhoja Arifkhojayev, whom Forum 18 reported
authorities had tortured and sentenced in 2022 to seven-and-a-half years in a labor camp for

criticizing state-appointed imams.

7 @FiCE [Former prisoner of conscience rearrested, another given 10 more years
jail] Forum 18 (202449 H 23 H) <ecoi>

In the first half of June, the regime arrested former prisoner of conscience Khayrullo
Tursunov and about 100 other Muslim men in the southern Kashkadarya Region. The 49-
year-old Tursunov was arrested on 16 June and is awaiting criminal trial. The arrests were
led by State Security Service (SSS) secret police officials from Tashkent, a Muslim who
knows the situation and wished to remain anonymous for fear of state reprisals told Forum
18 on 16 September.

The Muslim stated that the arrests in Kashkadarya Region were part of a nationwide
campaign. "The authorities have since April been arresting Muslim men for their past or
current exercise of freedom of religion or belief, especially if they actively share and discuss
their faith with others" (see below).

12. EE. REBIOCAE
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