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Arrested for criticising the president

Unknown actors arrested the Beninese activist Steve Amoussou, known under the
pseudonym "Frére Hounvi", in a suburb of Lomé in Togo on 12.08.24. On 20.08.24, he was
taken to Benin's capital Coutonou and charged with inciting rebellion, initiating and
publishing false news and harassment by electronic means and taken into custody.
According to media reports, Frére Hounvi, who has been living in Togo for several years,
sharply criticised Benin’s President Patrice Talon on social media. He describes himself as

an opposition activist but is not an official member of any political party. ---°
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President pardons 27 opposition activists

On 02.08.24, according to media reports, President Patrice Talon signed decrees
pardoning more than 400 prisoners, including 27 opposition activists, who had been arrested
and sentenced to prison terms of between 38 months and ten years following violent
incidents related to the elections held in 2019 and 2021. However, two prominent opposition
figures, Reckya Madougou and Joel Aivo, did not benefit from the pardon.---3
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