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7 @AI [Tanzania: Post-election crackdown and intimidation underway with ‘arrest
and release’ of opposition leaders| (20204 10 B 30 H)

Background

The ACT- Wazalendo presidential candidate in the semi-autonomous region of Zanzibar,
Seif Sharif Hamad, together with five other leaders and at least 36 ACT- Wazalendo
members were arrested on Thursday at the party’s headquarters, after they held a press
conference calling for peaceful protests against election irregularities. The run-up to the 28
October election was marred by arbitrary arrests and intimidation of the opposition.

Seif Sharif Hamad and his running mate, Prof. Omar Fakhi, were released last night and
were required to report to the police station earlier today, while the rest were released on
Friday morning. None of them have been yet formally charged despite being released on
bail.
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b) Secure access to formal financial resources

Though all women and men have equal access to open accounts with financial and
banking institutions, rural women are disproportionately impacted due to the low density of
banks where they live and due to the high, prohibitive interest rates (CEDAW Task Force
Tanzania Shadow Report, 2016). Poor public infrastructure such as inaccessible roads also
prohibit banking and financial institutions from establishing branches in rural areas. Similar
barriers exist for women wanting to register a business for though the letter of the law states
that they have equal access to men, most rural women do not have the title deeds to their
land and do not own property and assets to offer as collateral therefore compromising their
access (CEDAW Task Force Tanzania Shadow Report, 2016).

In several districts in Tanzania, the economic empowerment programme through the
establishment of Village Community Banks (VICOBA) has helped to increase access to
financial and banking institutions for many women however not many rural women are able
to physically access these programmes and spaces (CEDAW Task Force Tanzania Shadow
Report, 2016). The establishment of the Empowerment Funds by the State also helps to
ensure that soft loans are provided to women entrepreneurs and small-scale producers
(CEDAW Country Report, 2014).

c¢) Workplace rights

The Employment and Labour Relations Act, 2004 prohibits sex and gender
discrimination in the workplace and emphasizes equality between women and men. Section
7 lists an extensive list of prohibited grounds of discrimination such as race, gender, colour,
religion, social origin or status, age, place of origin, national extraction, political opinion,
marital status, pregnancy, disability, HIV/AIDS status real or perceived (Employment
Standards Act, 2004). According to the Women’s Legal Aid Center, some women did not
report incidents of sexual harassment and workplace violence due to cultural norms that
place the blame on the victim/survivor (US Human Rights Report, 2016). A woman’s
decision to report is also impacted by the low investigative and prosecutorial rates on the
part of the police and justice system (US Human Rights Report, 2016).

Article 10 of the Employment and Labour Relations Act, 2004 mandates equal pay for
work of equal value however as noted in the CEDAW’s Concluding Observations, that
article is not being effectively and properly implemented contributing to a worsened gender
wage gap (CEDAW Concluding Observations, 2016).

All women and men are free to enter any occupation and register a business however,
women tend to be concentrated in lower-wage jobs and horizontal and vertical occupational
segregation limits women’s mobility within the workforce (CEDAW Concluding
Observations, 2016).- -
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Sources indicate that domestic violence in Tanzania is "widespread" (US 25 June 2015,
21; LHRC and ZLSC Mar. 2014, 166; Al 25 Feb. 2015). According to Freedom House,
domestic violence and rape are "reportedly common" (Freedom House 2015)....

Sources state that women in Tanzania are taught to tolerate and accept acts of domestic
violence perpetrated against them (McCleary-Sills et al. Mar. 2013, 19; Reuters 25 July
2013). An article published by the Tanzania Daily News, a newspaper owned by the
government of Tanzania media corporation, Tanzania Standard Newspapers Ltd. (Tanzania
Standard Newspapers Ltd. n.d.), indicates that "[p]revailing gender norms show that sexual
violence such as rape in intimate relationships are still considered culturally acceptable"
(The Tanzania Daily News 8§ July 2010)....

According to sources, female victims of domestic violence rarely report incidents to the
authorities due to cultural, social, and family pressures (US 25 June 2015, 21; LHRC and
ZLSC Mar. 2014, 167). ...

(EZ )

Sources indicate that corruption within the Tanzanian police forces stands as a barrier for
women to report instances of domestic violence (DW 3 Dec. 2013; McCleary-Sills et al.
Mar. 2013, 51). According to the ICRW report, police officers have been known to refuse
to open case files on behalf of victims, even after receiving a bribe (ibid.). Transparency
International's (TT) East African Bribery Index 2014 reports that the Tanzania Police Force
is the most corrupt agency within the country (TI 2014, 38). The same source states that
there was a 23 percent chance of an individual being asked to pay a bribe by the police to
access services and a 42.9 percent chance of the individual paying this bribe (ibid., 39).

...According to sources, domestic violence cases are "rarely prosecuted" by the
authorities (US 25 June 2015, 21; Freedom House 2015). According to Country Reports
2014, many individuals who faced GBV charges in court in 2014 "were set free" due to
corruption, a "lack of evidence, poor investigations, and poor evidentiary preservation" (US
25 June 2015, 22).

(ehE— =)

Sources report that there are "one-stop centres" in Tanzania that provide resources to
GBYV victims (The Tanzania Daily News 16 Oct. 2013; US 25 June 2015, 22; JHR 14 Jan.
2014). According to JHR, Dar es Salaam opened its first one-stop centre in 2014, which

offers "an umbrella of essential services to victims of GBV such as counseling, legal aid,



https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=456076&pls=1
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5.

and healthcare" (ibid.). Country Reports 2014 notes that Zanzibar has one-stop centres in
Unguja and Pemba where "victims could receive health services, counseling, legal
assistance, and a referral to police at the same location" (US 25 June 2015, 22). The
Tanzania Daily News similarly indicates that Zanzibar has five one-stop centres where GBV
victims can "denounce the crime, receive medical support and legal advice in the same
place, at the same time ensuring the evidence for the crime will be preserved" (The Tanzania
Daily News 16 Oct. 2013)....

According to sources, Tanzania has shelter services available for female victims of
violence in Dar es Salaam (ibid. 8 July 2010), Zanzibar (ibid. 16 Oct. 2013), and Moshi
(CACHA n.d.b)....

Sources indicate that GBV victims in Tanzania who are unable to afford legal
representation are able to access legal aid through the Tanzania Women Lawyers
Association (TAWLA) and the Legal and Human Rights Centre (LHRC) (TAWLA n.d.a;
LHRC n.d.)....

LGBT

(1) SMrRRE

7 @IRBC [Z7 =V —[H% [TZA106150.FE] : ¥~ A / V7 1 OEFEK | (2018
£9H17RH)

Sources indicate that consensual sexual relations between adult men are illegal in
Tanzania and that, in addition, lesbianism is prohibited in the semi-autonomous archipelago
of Zanzibar (US 20 Apr. 2018, 26; Human Rights Watch 23 June 2017).

1.1 Tanzania

The Tanzanian Penal Code provides the following:

154.-(1) Any person who—
a. has carnal knowledge of any person against the order of nature; or
b. has carnal knowledge of an animal; or

c. permits a male person to have carnal knowledge of him or her against the order of

nature,

commits an offence, and is liable to imprisonment for life and in any case to imprisonment

for a term of not less than thirty years.

155. Any person who attempts to commit any of the offences specified under section 154

commits an offence and shall on conviction be sentenced to imprisonment for a term of

10
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not less than twenty years.

2. Treatment of Sexual Minorities by the Authorities

---Several sources note the Tanzanian government’s hostile rhetoric toward civil society
groups, including those working to protect the rights of LGBT people (Human Rights Watch
6 July 2017; Le Monde 18 Sept. 2017).-+-

Human Rights Watch reported in June 2017 that the laws that punish same-sex relations
are rarely applied in Tanzania and that the police and the authorities use them as a pretext
to extort, abuse and marginalize LGBT people (Human Rights Watch 23 June 2017). An
article from BuzzFeed News [2] indicated in April 2017 that, despite the serious crackdown
on homosexual relations in Tanzania, there is no record of anyone serving serious time for
it (BuzzFeed News 8 Apr. 2017). An article from October 2017 in the Tanzania Daily
News also mentions that in Zanzibar “no prosecution [for homosexuality] has so far been
made in any court of law” (Tanzania Daily News 18 Oct. 2017).

Nevertheless, a number sources use the word “crackdown” to describe the treatment of
sexual minorities and their defenders by the authorities in Tanzania since 2016 and 2017
(Human Rights Watch Jan. 2018; Freedom House 2018,
sec. B4; The Guardian 26 Oct. 2017). Human Rights Watch reports that “[iln an
unprecedented crackdown, Tanzanian authorities are arresting and prosecuting people on
homosexuality-related charges” (Human Rights Watch 6 July 2017). BuzzFeed News
reports a “witch hunt” launched by Tanzania in July 2016 against anything it branded as
“promoting gayism” (BuzzFeed News 8 Apr. 2018).

3. Treatment of Sexual Minorities by Society

Sources indicate that sexual minorities face discrimination in Tanzania (US 20 Apr. 2018,
27; Freedom House 2018, Sec. F4). According to Country Reports on Human Rights
Practices for 2017, published by the US Department of State, such discrimination is found
in the areas of health care, housing and employment (US 20 Apr. 2018, 27). According to
Freedom House, because of this discrimination, members of the LGBT community tend to
“hide their identities” (Freedom House 2018, Sec. F4).

{
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1.2 Zanzibar

Penal Act No. 6/2018 of Zanzibar, titled “An Act to Repeal the Penal Act No. 6 of 2004
and to Enact the New Penal Act, to Provide for the Better Provisions and Other Matters
Connected Therewith,” and assented by the President of Zanzibar on 16 March 2018,
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provides the following:
133. A person who:

a. has carnal knowledge of a person against the order of nature;

b. has carnal knowledge of an animal or has carnal knowledge by animal; or

c. permits a male person to have carnal knowledge of him or her against the order of

nature,

is guilty of an offence, and is liable to imprisonment for a term of thirty years.

134. A person who attempts to commit unnatural offences is guilty of an offence, and is
liable to imprisonment for a term of not exceeding ten years.

136. A woman or a girl who commits an act of lesbianism with another woman or girl,
whether taking an active or passive role, is guilty of an offence and is liable on conviction

to imprisonment for a term of not less than five years but not exceeding ten years.
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There were isolated reports of converts to Christianity from Islam experiencing physical
and verbal abuse from Zanzibar authorities and religious leaders, as well as harassment and
stigma from their families and communities concerned with protecting their reputation. Six
clerics who were part of a group of 40 members of the Association for Islamic Mobilization
and Propagation (UAMSHO) detained in 2013 on terrorism charges remained in prison as
of year’s end; the terrorism charges against the others were dropped in 2021. The Registrar
of Societies continued to require faith-based and religiously affiliated organizations to
adhere to a time-based registration of five years, subject to review and verification. In
August, Zanzibar President Hussein Mwinyi declared the Islamic New Year an official
public and government holiday in Zanzibar. Some religious leaders said religious
institutions continued to be discouraged from involvement in politics except to endorse
government policy or priorities to the public. In January, police summoned Bishop
Josephat Elias Mwingira for questioning after he allegedly used his online ministry to make
several public accusations against the government, including that there was a conspiracy by
state officials to assassinate him.
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In October, Christian religious leaders reported that government authorities harassed,

arrested, and abused two Zanzibari converts to Christianity from Islam. In addition, a
group reportedly affiliated with a violent extremist organization harassed and threatened the
converts. One convert said he was removed from a flight departing the country in
August. They were subsequently interrogated by Zanzibar police officials regarding the
religious conversion and charged with “offenses against Islam,” which were later
dropped. The other convert reported being arrested, abused, and raped by Zanzibar police
officers after converting. Both converts also reported social and familial isolation after
converting to Christianity from Islam. Some Islamic authorities and “extremists” identified
the two converts as targets for persecution during prayers at a mosque in Zanzibar, after
which, the converts received death threats on social media and at their residences. On
social media, a group of six men circulated a video taking responsibility for the death of one
ofthe converts’ friends. The group also identified the converts by name in the video, stating
they would be next to die for “their actions against Islam.” A government official said they
were unaware of the video but stated that the group was “not representative of Islam” and

affirmed that “Zanzibar was a secular state with no official religion.”

(B) AU UVT DA RT LAELE
7 @XEEBE EEZHOHEBHBE 20164 (201748 A 15 A)

On May 18, 15 masked assailants stormed the Rahmani Mosque in the Mwanza region

with explosives, machetes, and axes. The assailants killed three people, including Imam
Ferouz Ismail Elias, and injured several others. Media sources reported the attackers were
motivated by the concurrent arrests of Muslims in the area. The Mwanza regional police

commander reported three people were arrested in connection with the attack. Investigations

into the attack were ongoing at the end of the year.

A4 @FCE [Tanzania: Mwanza city Muslims live in fear as 3 hacked to death in
mosque| The Muslim News (201645 H 21 H)

Muslims in Tanzania’s northern Mwanza city fear for their lives following Wednesday
deadly hacking of worshippers inside a mosque, head of a Muslim body said Friday.

Imam Feruz Ismail, aged 27, and two other people were hacked to death Wednesday

during the time of evening prayers at the Masjid Rahmani mosque in Nyamagana district’s
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Mkolani area.

Tanzanian police say they have launched a manhunt for the armed gang members behind
the storming and killing at the mosque.
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