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Significant human rights issues included credible reports of: torture and cruel, inhuman,



https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/poland/PLib/168.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/poland/PLib/168.pdf
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/kazakhstan/
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or degrading treatment by the government; harsh and life-threatening prison and detention
conditions; arbitrary arrest and detention; serious problems with the independence of the
judiciary; political prisoners and detainees; transnational repression against individuals in
another country; arbitrary or unlawful interference with privacy; punishment of family
members for alleged offenses by a relative; serious restrictions on freedom of expression
and media freedom, including violence or threats of violence against journalists, unjustified
arrests or prosecutions of journalists, censorship, and enforcement of or threat to enforce
criminal libel laws to limit expression; serious restrictions on internet freedom; substantial
interference with the freedom of peaceful assembly and freedom of association; restrictions
on the right to leave the country; inability of citizens to change their government peacefully
through free and fair elections; serious and unreasonable restrictions on political
participation; serious government corruption; extensive gender-based violence; crimes
involving threats of violence targeting lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, or intersex
persons; significant or systematic restrictions on workers’ freedom of association; and the

existence of the worst forms of child labor.

The government took some credible steps to identify and punish officials who may have

committed human rights abuses.
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Political Prisoners and Detainees
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There were several reports of political prisoners and detainees. The government denied
the existence of political prisoners. The civil society alliance Tirek maintained a list of more
than 20 individuals it considered detained or imprisoned based on politically motivated
charges for most of the year. As of early December, the list included 23 individuals. All were
reported to be peaceful activists, journalists, protesters, or political figures. Individuals on
the Tirek list during the year included, among others, members of the “group of seven”
activists accused of organizing “mass riots” related to November 2022 presidential
elections; activists accused of association with the banned Democratic Choice of
Kazakhstan or Koshe party; anti-corruption and human rights activists, journalists, and one
individual convicted of “inciting hatred” after he filed a police complaint accusing President
Tokayev of spreading false information with claims that 20,000 terrorists were involved in
January 2022 nationwide unrest. On November 21, a court sentenced Nurzhan Altayev,
leader of the unregistered El Tiregi political party, to 10 years’ imprisonment on charges of
receiving bribes. On November 29, a court sentenced Marat Zhylanbayev, leader of the
unregistered Alga, Kazakhstan political party to seven years’ imprisonment on charges of
“financing an extremism” organization and participating in a “banned organization” based
on alleged ties to Democratic Choice of Kazakhstan. Human rights defenders considered
both unregistered party leaders to be political prisoners.

T @HRW [U—)LRLR—1K204— DT T72A%2] (202451511 B)

Government Opponents and Other Critics

Kazakh authorities continue to target peaceful political opposition activists with criminal
charges of membership in banned “extremist” groups (article 405 of the Criminal Code). In
May, police arrested Marat Zhylanbaev, the head of the unregistered political opposition
group “Alga, Kazakhstan,” on this charge and for allegedly financing “extremist” activities,

immediately after Zhylanbaev finished serving 20 days’ administrative arrest for staging an

unsanctioned protest in Astana.
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Kazakh police yesterday detained dozens of people in cities across the country who were
protesting the use of torture and politically motivated imprisonment.

People appear to have rallied in response to a call by opposition movement Democratic
Choice of Kazakhstan (DVK), which a Kazakhstan court in March declared “extremist” and
banned, a move seen by some simply a means to repress the opposition group.



https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/kazakhstan
https://exclusive.kz/marat-zhylanbaev-zaklyuchen-pod-arest-v-sizo/
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-opposition-activist-marat-zhylanbayev/32427878.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/05/11/protesters-detained-kazakhstan
http://prokuror.gov.kz/rus/novosti/press-releasy/o-priznanii-dvizheniya-dvk-ekstremistskim
http://prokuror.gov.kz/rus/novosti/press-releasy/o-priznanii-dvizheniya-dvk-ekstremistskim
https://bureau.kz/novosti/sobstvennaya_informaciya/tri_kramolnykh_bukvy/
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On April 10, leader of the unregistered Democratic Party of Kazakhstan Zhanbolat

Mamai, previously under house arrest, was sentenced to six years’ probation on accusation
of “organizing mass riots” during the January events of 2022. He was banned from engaging
in social and political activities, journalism, publicism, and participating in the work of

public associations for six years.
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Kazakhstan’s investigations into the January 2022 events have been one-sided, leading to
over 1,200 convictions of protesters and others, with only a few dozen law enforcement
officers “brought to criminal responsibility,” according to the Prosecutor General’s office.
Authorities in Taraz, Kyzylorda, and Shymkent closed investigations into the deaths of
dozens of people killed in those cities during the events on the grounds that the officers’
actions did not constitute a crime. Authorities have also posthumously prosecuted at least 15

people, in violation of their right to a fair trial.

Government Opponents and Other Critics

On July 11, an Almaty court sentenced Aigerim Tleuzhanova, an activist and journalist
who was tried along with four others, to four years in prison for allegedly attempting to
seize Almaty airport during the January 2022 events. Tleuzhanova admitted she was at the

airport but denied any wrongdoing.
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Rape and Domestic Violence: The law criminalized sexual abuse and rape, and imposed
penalties of up to eight years of imprisonment, or life imprisonment if the crime was
committed against a child. There were reports of police and judicial reluctance to act on

reports of rape, particularly in spousal rape cases. According to human rights defenders,



https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/kazakhstan/
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/kazakhstan
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/12/20/kazakhstan-no-justice-january-protest-abuses
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/32475726.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/12/20/kazakhstan-no-justice-january-protest-abuses
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/12/20/kazakhstan-no-justice-january-protest-abuses
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-almaty-qantar-victims-trial-verdict/32415049.html
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/32460097.html
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/32460097.html
https://eurasianet.org/kazakhstan-stiff-sentence-for-purported-airport-plotter-sparks-anger
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/kazakhstan/
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fewer than 1 percent of rape complaints made it to court.

On June 30, President Tokayev stated publicly that more than 300 murders were
committed in two and a half years because of domestic violence. Media cited government
sources and statistics in reporting that domestic violence led to the deaths of 93 women
identified in the first nine months of 2022, and 18 deaths in the first six months of the year.
Media further cited government sources in reporting that 70 to 90 percent of domestic

violence cases were not reported to authorities.
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Torture and Ill-Treatment

A serious lack of accountability for torture and ill-treatment persists. In January
2023, human rights groups documented how authorities tortured and ill-treated detainees in
the aftermath of the January 2022 events, including by beating and burning them,
administering electric shocks, and using sexual violence, including rape and threats of rape,
against both male and female detainees. The groups registered 13 cases of torture and ill-
treatment of children. At least 23 police officers had been convicted for torture in trials
connected to the January 2022 events at time of writing, but dozens of other torture
investigations have been closed on the grounds that the allegations were “unsubstantiated.”
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Censorship or Content Restrictions for Members of the Press and Other Media,
Including Online Media: Journalists and media outlets exercised self-censorship to avoid
pressure by the government.

The law prohibited undermining state security or advocating class, social, racial/ethnic,
national, or religious discord, enabling the government to restrict media content. Owners,
editors, distributors, and journalists could be held civilly and criminally responsible for
content unless it came from an official source.

By law internet resources, including social media, were classified as forms of mass media
and were governed by the same rules and regulations as mass media. Authorities sometimes
charged bloggers and social media users with criminal law violations based on their online

posts.

On July 10, President Tokayev signed a new law “On Online Platforms and Online
Advertising” regarding rights and obligations of owners of online platforms and users, as
well as requirements for online advertising. According to the law, online platforms included
social networks, instant messengers, blogs, video hosting and other platforms receiving an
average daily user population of at least 100,000 within one month. The law required owners
of online platforms to act to counter the spread of illegal content in the country, post publicly
available information on the average monthly number of users in the country over the last
six months of operation of the online platform and suspend the activities of accounts in the
country that posted and distributed illegal content, or information recognized as

cyberbullying in relation to a child, based on an order from the authorized body.

In May, media reported journalist Duman Mukhametkarim was placed under a 25-day
administrative arrest on charges of participation in unsanctioned public gatherings. In June,
Mukhametkarim was charged with “financing extremism” and “participation in an extremist
organization banned by the court.” Human rights defenders asserted this charge was
politically motivated in connection with the journalist’s outspoken criticism of the
government, as well as his choice to run as an independent candidate in March

parliamentary elections. His case was pending as of October.

A4 @HRW [U—)LRFLAR—h204— A T7AZ] (2024518 11 B)

Violent attacks on journalists increased in early 2023 and authorities persisted in using

overbroad criminal charges against government critics and activists. Heavy restrictions in
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law and practice on the right to peaceful protest and freedom of speech and religion
continued. New legislation strengthening protections for women fell short of criminalizing
domestic violence as a stand-alone offense.

Freedom of Expression

There was a notable increase in harassment, threats, and assaults on journalists in
Kazakhstan in early 2023. In January and February, media offices were vandalized and
journalists’ cars and apartments were attacked or set on fire. On January 20, the European
Union, United States, and British embassies in Astana expressed concern and called for
accountability. Authorities opened an investigation.

On July 3, a Turkestan regional court sentenced journalist Amangeldy Batyrbaev to 20
days’ administrative detention on charges of defamation for a Facebook post about a deputy
in parliament. On February 3, an Astana court sentenced Makhambet Abzhan, a blogger, to
nine years in prison on charges of “distributing deliberately false information” and
“extortion,” after a closed trial.

In late July, Kazakhstan adopted new media legislation that introduces penalties for
“placing, disseminating false information,” an overbroad provision that poses a risk to free

speech.
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