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. @AI [Assaulted and accused: Sexual and gender-based violence in Tunisia| (2015
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Under Tunisian law, rapists and abductors of teenage women and girls can escape
prosecution by marrying their victim provided that she gives her consent.*' In both cases,
marriage between the perpetrator and the victim leads to the termination of proceedings. In
the case of rape, prosecution resumes if divorce is pronounced at the request of the husband

within two years of marriage.

Article 227bis of the Penal Code criminalizes the act of subjecting teenage women and
girls to “non-consensual sexual intercourse” without the use of force, but fails to expressly
prohibit such acts against boys and men.** Amnesty International believes that such acts
constitute rape. Article 227bis imposes a six-year prison term for the rape of girls under 15
and five years’ imprisonment if the girl is older than 15 but younger than 20. Under Article
238, the kidnapping of children, regardless of their gender, is punishable by up to three
years’ imprisonment if they are aged between 13 and 18, and up to five years if they are

younger than 13. However, in the event a girl is kidnapped, under Article 239 all proceedings
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against the perpetrator are dropped as soon as he marries the victim.

These provisions, which exempt a rapist or kidnapper from punishment if he subsequently
marries the victim, are based on social attitudes that focus on protecting the family’s

“honour” rather than the harm done to the victim.
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Articles in the Penal Code criminalizing sexual violence are in a section dealing with
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assault on a person’s decency, thus emphasizing “honour” and “morality”. Rape and sexual
assault of women and girls are seen as acts that undermine the family’s reputation rather

than a violation of the victims’ bodily integrity.
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Military service age and obligation:
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The Security Component

As Tunisia became a more open society and religious space opened up after the
revolution, Tunisian authorities, including Ennahda, struggled to address growing violence
and terrorism associated with jihadi-salafi movements. These movements, such as Ansar
alSharia and later the ISG, used religious arguments and ideology to take advantage of
widespread grievances and expectations to recruit followers. Within two years, Tunisia
faced a homegrown terrorism threat that was shaped in part by the growth of the ISG in

Libya and Syria.
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VI. Recruitment

47. The Working Group was informed that the recruitment of fighters in Tunisia is varied,
often rapid and increasingly sophisticated. The process often involves foreign terrorist
groups or individuals establishing themselves in the country. Large amounts of funding

are received from outside countries, including for non-governmental associations,

purportedly charitable organizations, political parties, travel, social media and families of
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foreign fighters. Funding is reportedly also earmarked for building mosques and
recruitment venues.

52. In one village of 10,000 inhabitants, 12 young people were reported to have gone to
the Syrian Arab Republic to fight. Recruiters often operate in communities without the
families of potentially fighters being aware. One man informed the Working Group that
his son, a university student who was financially comfortable, had told him that he was
leaving to attend a conference in Libya and was subsequently located in the Syrian Arab
Republic.

53. Some fighters travel abroad to fight with the consent of their parents; others are
recruited by teachers. The Working Group was informed of one university teacher who
radicalized students while supposedly tutoring them in mathematics. Even when the
operation of these networks is reported to the authorities, arrests are often not possible
owning to lack of evidence. The Working Group was however informed that, recently,
more arrests are being made.

54. Young people are exposed to messages conveyed by ISIL on YouTube, Facebook and
other social media, accessed in Internet cafes. The Working Group was informed that
people who “like” a video on Facebook may be contacted by recruiters. Others may
simply be drawn to jihadist websites. Once recruiters have established communication,
they reportedly provide users with videos and articles on extremist ideology.
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¥ [&E£] AaronY.Zelin [Your Sons Are at Your Service: Tunisia’s Missionaries of
Jihad| Colombia University Press (2020 &2 H)
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Some atheists from Muslim families reported receiving family and societal pressure to
return to Islam or to conceal their atheism, including, for instance, by fasting during
Ramadan and abstaining from criticizing Islam. Some Christians, especially converts,
reported strong family and societal rejection, including threats and violence, and some of
them were reportedly beaten and forced to leave their homes on account of their beliefs. In
January, according to Attalaki Association, community members threatened a Christian
family in Medenine, and their child was reportedly beaten by a teacher in public, because
the family was considered “infidels.” The family reportedly attempted to file a complaint
with the public prosecutor and police, but authorities did not investigate the assault. In
February, a police officer reportedly beat an atheist at the urging of his father for being a
“heretic.” In March, a Christian reported receiving death threats from neighbors for his
conversion from Islam and had his business vandalized by community members who wrote
“infidel” on the door, which resulted in his eventual bankruptcy due to a lack of customers.

Open Doors, an NGO focused on religious freedom for Christians around the world,

reported that “new converts are among the most vulnerable Christians in Tunisia,” with

women especially at risk. The report stated that female converts from Islam “face the
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greatest breadth of persecution (especially in the traditional family context), including
beatings, home expulsion, house arrest, death threats and rape. Married converts face
divorce and loss of child custody, whereas single converts may be forced into
marriage.” Muslim men who convert to Christianity may face intimidation, job loss, denial
of access to their communities, police detainment, beatings, death threats, and other forms

of societal pressure.

According to the MRGI, some civil society organizations reported there was a growing
number of Muslim converts to Christianity, but that social taboos remained so strong and
widespread that these individuals generally preferred to keep their conversions
secret. Many faced ostracism and violence from their own families due to the stigma
surrounding conversion from Islam. Some Christians said that people who attended church
services faced pressure from family members and others in their neighborhood not to
attend. Christians reported family members frequently accused converts of bringing
“shame” to the family by their conversion. The Attalaki Association reported that non-
Christian family members harassed Christians.

A XEEBE EZHOBEHICETIEHE 20164 - F=2=U7 (KGR) | A
Fo=7 (200748 A 15 H)

% 3 8. FEO B HICXT BB E ORI

AF AT IMRATIZEZAICED L, A AT LH N OHFE LR R M ED—
ik, FiE. TOMOENOLERNOEBEZITTNDZ LIZHONWTEREZRL,
DRHNTLFET DA AT DHEICKH L UIRE REEBNENRSH D LiE- T2,

U RBEIETAH F2=UT ANBERFY X R EA~OKE L H B IZW & | Christian
Post (201541 A 21 H)

XU A NBEBERA AT LB OLXV A MBS E LT Z L2 BHIZA AT
LABFERBIRD DO EEITRON TSN, Fif, WX &=V 7 D h—
JBMTHBL SN, ZOFEFOET AL, Foa=UT TR EELABN
TWDD, MM A 7 Z22F 6T T8 I ICEHEZH L TIFoinTnsd
BHNFHE—NEBL TS,

(3) ¥V R MEFE <2024 45 A 16 B>
7 @XEEBE [ZHOBHICETAENEHE 202 F —F=2=U7 ] (202345
A 15 B)

Christian citizens continued to state there was strong governmental and societal pressure
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not to discuss a church’s activities or theology publicly. Christian sources indicated that
many Christians practiced their faith through in-home gatherings for prayers and services
or mass. The Attalaki Association reported that police targeted Christians who displayed
faith-related objects — such as crosses and Bibles — harassing and questioning them. In
June, two Christian sub-Saharan Africans were detained and questioned by police in the

southern part of the country for wearing cross jewelry.

Christian citizens and members of other religious minorities reported the government
continued to deny them the right to establish a legal entity or association that would allow
the establishment of an Arabic-language church or a cemetery. The Christian community,
however, did not submit a formal request for an association or legal status during the
year. Christian cemeteries existed for foreign members of the Christian community;
Christian citizens, however, continued to need permission from the government to bury
family members in any of these cemeteries. Citizens reported they generally did not

request such permission due to what they said was a pattern of governmental nonresponse.

4 @Attalaki FFRFE ZHOEH Fa=U7 2023 Fhil (20234 6 A 4
H)

--*The number of Tunisian Christians is estimated between 3,000 and 5,000 thousand
people.* Most of them belong to the Evangelical Churches, and they hold their prayers in-
home gatherings (home churches) because they are not recognized by the State. Whereas
the Catholic Church is officially recognized. Its’ followers are estimated at twenty-five
thousand (25.000), most of whom are foreign residents of Tunisia with a small minority of
Tunisians.’ In addition to a few thousand foreigners who follow the Evangelical Churches.
Moreover, a few hundred belong to the Greek and Russian Orthodox Churches and the
Anglican Church, all of which enjoy legal status in Tunisia. Approximately, one thousand
to two thousand Tunisians follow the Baha'i faith. It used to have a semi-legal status, before
the decision that was taken to close the Central Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is in 1984.6
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