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The Security Component

As Tunisia became a more open society and religious space opened up after the
revolution, Tunisian authorities, including Ennahda, struggled to address growing violence
and terrorism associated with jihadi-salafi movements. These movements, such as Ansar
alSharia and later the ISG, used religious arguments and ideology to take advantage of
widespread grievances and expectations to recruit followers. Within two years, Tunisia

faced a homegrown terrorism threat that was shaped in part by the growth of the ISG in

Libya and Syria.
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VI. Recruitment

47. The Working Group was informed that the recruitment of fighters in Tunisia is varied,
often rapid and increasingly sophisticated. The process often involves foreign terrorist
groups or individuals establishing themselves in the country. Large amounts of funding
are received from outside countries, including for non-governmental associations,
purportedly charitable organizations, political parties, travel, social media and families of
foreign fighters. Funding is reportedly also earmarked for building mosques and
recruitment venues.

52. In one village of 10,000 inhabitants, 12 young people were reported to have gone to
the Syrian Arab Republic to fight. Recruiters often operate in communities without the
families of potentially fighters being aware. One man informed the Working Group that
his son, a university student who was financially comfortable, had told him that he was
leaving to attend a conference in Libya and was subsequently located in the Syrian Arab
Republic.

53. Some fighters travel abroad to fight with the consent of their parents; others are
recruited by teachers. The Working Group was informed of one university teacher who
radicalized students while supposedly tutoring them in mathematics. Even when the
operation of these networks is reported to the authorities, arrests are often not possible
owning to lack of evidence. The Working Group was however informed that, recently,
more arrests are being made.

54. Young people are exposed to messages conveyed by ISIL on YouTube, Facebook and
other social media, accessed in Internet cafes. The Working Group was informed that
people who “like” a video on Facebook may be contacted by recruiters. Others may
simply be drawn to jihadist websites. Once recruiters have established communication,
they reportedly provide users with videos and articles on extremist ideology.
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