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Freedom of Expression: The law criminalizes criticism of Islam, of the legitimacy of the

monarchy, of state institutions, of government and military officials, and of the
government’s positions regarding territorial integrity and Western Sahara. The government
sometimes prosecuted persons who expressed criticism on these topics. Amnesty
International and HRW highlighted numerous cases in which freedom of expression was
restricted. Both independent media and government-affiliated media were active and
expressed a variety of views within the restrictions of the law. The press code limits
punishments for the work of accredited journalists to fines.

...On April 29, Saida El Alami was tried and convicted for social media posts critical of
the government’s repression of activists and journalists and denouncing her harassment by
police, according to Amnesty International. She was charged with contempt of judicial
decisions, insulting a constitutional institution, insulting public officials during the exercise
of their duties, and publication and dissemination of false facts. A Casablanca court
initially sentenced El Alami to two years in prison and 5,000 Moroccan dirhams ($478), but

the appeals court extended her sentence to three years’ imprisonment.
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Is there freedom of assembly? 1/4

Freedom of political assembly is sharply restricted. The authorities sometimes use

excessive force and violence to disperse protests.
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Gnawi was arrested on 1 November and later charged with “offending” public officials
and public bodies over a video in which he insults the police. If convicted, he faces up to
two years in prison and a fine of 5000 Moroccan Dirhams (around $500 USD). His arrest
also comes just days after he released a music video for his song “Aécha El Chaab” (Long
live the people), in which he criticizes the Moroccan authorities and indirectly makes a
derogatory reference to the Moroccan King.
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Freedom of Expression and Human Rights Defenders

Ziane has been targeted by authorities since 2017, when he publicly criticized statements
and decisions on security matters by the government during the Hirak protests, and when
he took on as lead lawyer the case of Hirak top leader Nasser Zefzafi, who was prosecuted
alongside 52 other protest leaders for “harming the state’s internal security” and “rebellion.”
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The reformist February 20 Movement, which emerged from the 2011 Arab Spring
protests, and Hirak Rif, a campaign that began in Morocco’s largely Amazigh (Berber) Rif
region in 2016, enjoy considerable popular support, but both movements also face severe
government repression.

The government suppressed the 2016—17 Hirak Rif protest movement against corruption
and economic deprivation. Nasser Zefzafi and other protest leaders received 20-year prison
sentences in 2018, while 50 other activists received shorter sentences. Authorities also
harass activists involved in organizing antigovernment demonstrations that protest hogra,
referring to the loss of dignity due to perceived official indifference or contempt.

7 @HRW [Morocco: Drop Charges Against Activist: Faces 4 Years for Social Media
Political Commentary| (202244 A 19 H) <ecoi.net I[{§k>

Al-Ablaq, 35, was active in the Hirak, a street protest movement that demands equal
social, economic, and cultural rights for the people from the northern Rif region in Morocco.
The Hirak held massive nonviolent street protests in 2016 and 2017, before a police
crackdown brought the movement to a halt. About 500 activists were sentenced to prison
terms. Most of them have been freed since, but several leaders are still serving sentences of
up to 20 years. Al-Ablaq was among those prosecuted and was imprisoned for three years
then released in 2020.

Al-Ablaq was sentenced to five years in prison in June 2017 for “publishing false news”
and “usurping the title of journalist,” in relation to commentary he published in websites in
support of the Hirak’s then-ongoing street protests. He obtained a royal pardon and was
freed in 2020 after waging several hunger strikes in prison.
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Freedom of Expression: The law criminalizes criticism of Islam, of the legitimacy of the
monarchy, of state institutions, of government and military officials, and of the
government’s positions regarding territorial integrity and Western Sahara. The government
sometimes prosecuted persons who expressed criticism on these topics. Amnesty
International and HRW highlighted numerous cases in which freedom of expression was
restricted. Both independent media and government-affiliated media were active and
expressed a variety of views within the restrictions of the law. The press code limits
punishments for the work of accredited journalists to fines.

The government reported it prosecuted 631 individuals in criminal courts for statements
made, declared, or published, including 32 criminal cases against journalists. The
government also reported that during the year it suspended six electronic newspapers for

what it said was noncompliance with the press and publishing code.

Violence and Harassment: Authorities subjected some journalists to harassment and
intimidation, including attempts to discredit them through harmful rumors about their
personal lives. During the year there were instances where government authorities
harassed individuals accused of public criticism of the king, local authorities, or Islam. The
government did not provide information on how many individuals were specifically charged
for criminal speech, including defamation, slander, and insult (see Libel/Slander Laws and
National Security).

Journalists reported that selective prosecutions served as a mechanism for

intimidation. A July HRW report detailed persistent harassment of journalists, including
Omar Radi, who was arrested and convicted in 2021 for espionage and rape.
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