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Ethnic groups

Kpelle 20.2%, Bassa 13.6%, Grebo 9.9%, Gio 7.9%, Mano 7.2%, Kru 5.5%, Lorma 4.8%,
Krahn 4.5%, Kissi, 4.3%, Mandingo 4.2%, Vai 3.8%, Gola 3.8%, Gbandi 2.9%, Mende
1.7%, Sapo 1%, Belle 0.7%, Dey 0.3%, other Liberian ethnic group 0.4%, other African
3%, non-African 0.2% (2022 est.)
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Political Participation

Article 17 of the constitution guarantees that all persons have the right to assemble “in an
orderly and peaceable manner.” The constitution also guarantees the right of association.
These liberties have been broadly upheld. Licenses for holding demonstrations are often
delayed. In the past, opposition marches have repeatedly been attacked with impunity by
civilian forces close to the government and take place in a climate of fear when held.

Consensus-building

The previous government demonstrated a dedication to involving civil society in
numerous areas of policy. Its primary reform document, the National Vision 2030, was
created after extensive consultations with citizens and interest groups. Likewise, the current
government sought citizen input in developing its “pro-poor agenda for prosperity and
development.” However, since then, the process of formulating policy has become less
transparent and is primarily carried out by government elites and donors. With discontent
growing in Monrovia, which serves as the center of civil society activity, the government
has become increasingly apprehensive about outside involvement. Additionally, funding

limitations continue to have a negative impact on the capacity of civil society.

A4 @XEEBA [ ) ERIHE 2023 4 - U~Y 7 (2024 55 4 A 23 H) <ecoi.net
IS >

ELECTIONS AND POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

Integrity Watch Liberia released a report highlighting widespread violations of campaign

financing in the country. The ruling CDC party was identified as the primary violator, with



https://bti-project.org/en/reports/country-report/LBR
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2107757.html
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the opposition Unity Party ranking second in violations. The violations included the misuse
of state properties, exceeding legal limits for campaign contributions and expenditures, and
the disproportionate use of state resources by the CDC.

In early November, the LNP charged 21 persons with multiple crimes in connection with
the September 29 election-related violence in Lofa County, which left at least two persons
dead and several injured, when supporters of the main opposition Unity Party and the ruling
CDC clashed in the streets. International observers from the EU, ECOWAS, and the
Electoral Institute for Sustainable Democracy of Africa expressed disappointment in the
LNP for selectively transferring partisans of the main opposition Unity Party in Gbarnga,
Bong County to be investigated, while excluding members of the ruling CDC party

involved.

On November 27, Lawrence K. Williams, who was accused of ramming a vehicle into a
crowd of Unity Party supporters in Monrovia on November 20, was charged with murder,
aggravated assault, and recklessly endangering another person. Witnesses attested that
Williams drove with the headlights off and the front passenger door open during the

incident. The court records noted the collision resulted in the injury of approximately 27

persons and damage to property, with three victims dying while receiving medical attention.

Freedom of Peaceful Assembly

A variety of civil society groups conducted demonstrations throughout the year, including
outside the legislature and the Foreign Ministry. On July 19, unidentified individuals
disrupted an anti-corruption rally in central Monrovia and began to throw stones at the
attendees. Liberian People’s Party (LPP) presidential candidate Tiawan Gongloe blamed the
government for its failure to provide protection for the gathering even though the LPP had
informed the government regarding the date and time of the rally in advance.

7 @7V —A& A7 R [Freedom in the World 2023 - Liberia] (202347 H 7 B)
< ecoi.net N8k >

Opposition parties can form coalitions; the Collaborating Political Parties (CPP) coalition
formed in 2019 was certified in August 2020, but broke apart in February 2022 after
infighting between its four constituent members. In May 2022, several political parties came
together to create a new political alliance called the Democratic Alliance of Liberia.

Opposition parties and independent candidates have a realistic chance of gaining office
and power through elections. In 2017, President Weah, of the then opposition CDC, defeated

the former ruling party’s candidate. Opposition candidates found success in the December



https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2094374.html
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2020 Senate elections, with only three CDC candidates winning across 15 races.

T @EASO [COI 7=V — [022-2021] Liberia; Political opponents, journalists,
activists| ecoi (202148 H 9 H)

Throughout 2020, ‘significant human rights’ issues were reported in Liberia. While there
were no reports of disappearances and political prisoners, there were occasional reports of
arbitrary or unlawful killings committed by the government or its officials, as well as reports
of abuses, harassment, and intimidation against persons in custody or those seeking
protection. Impunity in the security forces was also an issue.® The USDOS report also noted
that:

‘Impunity for individuals who committed human rights abuses, including atrocities,
during the Liberian civil wars that ended in 2003, remained a serious problem, although the
government cooperated with war crimes investigations in third countries. The government
made intermittent but limited attempts to investigate and prosecute officials accused of

current abuses, whether in the security forces or elsewhere in the government.’

Some indicative examples of reported violent incidents perpetrated by state authorities
during 2019- 2021 are listed below.

During 2019, some of the incidents reported include:

31 January 2019: the broadcast radio Roots Fm, based in Monrovia, was attacked
by masked gunmen. The owner of the radio is described as an ‘outspoken critic of
President George Weah’.”

February 2019: a second attack within two weeks was reported against Roots Fm.?
Moreover, Reporters without Borders (RSF) reported three more attacks against
‘privatelyowned radio stations critical of President Weah’. The radio stations were
reportedly covering ‘corruption scandals implicating the government, including the
disappearance of 16 billion Liberian dollars from the state’s coffers, and increase in
corruption. °

June 2019: the government partially restricted access to social networks and
messaging services including Facebook and WhatsApp ‘ahead of an opposition-led
rally calling for economic reform and an end to pervasive corruption in Liberia’. !
The Global Expression report for 2019/2020 confirms that, during 2019, Liberia
was amongst the countries that proceeded to the shutdowns of online platforms in
order to disrupt and prevent protests.'!

October 2019: radio Roots Fm was attacked again and closed by police forces. The
owner and broadcaster of the radio reportedly criticised the government and the

administration of President Weah. The government claimed that the reason for



https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2058040/2021_08_Q22_EASO_COI_Query_Response_LIBERIA_OPPONENTS.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2058040/2021_08_Q22_EASO_COI_Query_Response_LIBERIA_OPPONENTS.pdf
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shutting down the radio was the lack of broadcasting license and ‘for inciting

violence’.!?

During 2020, some of the incidents reported include:

6 January 2020: in Monrovia the police fired tear gas and water against supporters
of Henry Costa, an opponent of the President Weah. The group of supporters was

protesting against the government and the economic crisis. '3

April 2020: a COVID-19 related state of emergency was declared by the Liberian
President until the end of July. ‘Journalists who reported on the pandemic faced
questioning, interference, and, in some cases, physical attack from the authorities’.
The access to the president’s office was limited to those news agencies which are
controlled by authorities and the journalists were facing various difficulties to cover
health crisis in Liberia.'*

October 2020: governmental tax officials who were investigating state corruption
were killed, arising questions of insecurity and fear among the population. '

December 2020: USDOS reported incidents of political violence against opposition
leaders and supporters during the Senate elections.'®

October — December 2020: Reporters Without Frontiers recorded nine cases of
bullying and death threats against journalists. Among these cases, there was the
journalist Obediah Johnson of the Front Page Africa newspaper who was
investigating ‘the bussing of voters’ from Monrovia to another town during the
Senate elections; T-Max Jlateh who was allegedly ‘disliked by the ruling party’;
Julius Jaesan, associate editor of the newspaper Parrots Agency, who fled Liberia
with fear of his life after the publication of an article regarding the death of an audit

agency who was investigating a public company.'’
In 2021, some of the incidents reported include:

19 February 2021: the Executive Protective Services agent and one of President
Weah’s bodyguard, Melvey Earley, was found dead and reported of committing
suicide. His family rejected the claim for suicide, stating that Earley has been shot.

The agent was under suspicion for disloyalty.'®

(2) People’s Liberation Party (PLP) <2024 %5 A 2 HBHI>
Z @7V —X 7R [Freedom in the World 2023 - Liberia| (202347 H 7 B)
< ecoi.net [N §F% >

Political parties generally do not face undue legal or practical obstacles that prevent them
from forming or operating. The People’s Liberation Party was certified by the NEC in late

December 2020 and opened a party office in Monrovia in February 2021.



https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2094374.html
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B @iCE [Liberia: People’s Liberation Party Justifies Collaboration with Ruling
Coalition Amid Agitation from Council of County Chairpersons | Front Page
Africa (202344 H 19 R)

The People’s Liberation Party’s (PLP) Vice Chairman for Press and Public Affairs, Kalifa
Kromah, has told FrontPageAfrica that the party’s merger with the ruling Coalition for
Democratic Change (CDC) met the consensus of the party’s executive committee at its last

convention.

% @%CE [Liberia: PLP Political Leader Laid to Rest Tomorrow In US| Liberian
Observer (2023 £

Dr. Cassell died a month ago in the US where he resided for many years. He was more
than 56 years old. He was born January 8, 1966, in Liberia, West Africa.

He said he resided in the US for over 25 years without a permanent legal status. He
disclosed, “I worked multiple jobs and secured two masters and a PhD in clinical
psychology. I became a US resident few years ago, after I met and married my wife Bindu”.

The Dr. Cassell was an eminent Liberian politician. He reportedly relocated to Liberia in
2014. He was the brain and foremost financier of the PLP. The Party is one of the newest
opposition political parties in Liberia.

The PLP was founded and certificated as a full fledge political party in Liberia by the
National Election Commission (NEC) in 2020.

He was one of many presidential hopefuls that remain committed to making George
Manneh Weah of the ruling Coalition of Democratic Change (CDC) a one term president
because of gross incompetence and bad governance. Liberia’s next general and presidential
elections are scheduled for Tuesday, October 10, 2023.

He was a fearless critic of President Weah and the CDC hegemony for uncontrollable

malfeasance in the public sector.

In August 0of 2022, he commended the US government and welcomed the Department of
the Treasury’s targeted sanctions imposed on three former officials of the Weah
administration for acts of corruption.

On August 15, 2022, the US Department of the Treasury sanctioned the former Minister
of State for Presidential Affairs, Nathaniel McGill, Solicitor General Sayma Cyrenius
Cepheus, and the Managing Director of the National Port Authority (NPA), Bill Twehway,

for engaging in corrupt practices in the public sector for their own personal benefits.



https://frontpageafricaonline.com/politics/liberia-peoples-liberation-party-justifies-collaboration-with-ruling-coalition-amid-agitation-from-council-of-county-chairpersons/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/politics/liberia-peoples-liberation-party-justifies-collaboration-with-ruling-coalition-amid-agitation-from-council-of-county-chairpersons/
https://www.liberianobserver.com/liberia-plp-political-leader-laid-rest-tomorrow-us
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Dr. Cassell’s fame and presidential ambition took a nosedive in 2022 after federal
authorities in the State of New Jersey probed and charged his company, Kwenyan
Professional Health Services for allegedly defrauding the US Medicaid program of more
than 3.6 million dollars for shady services it claimed to have provided clients in the state.

In September 2022, a Grand Jury in the State of New Jersey indicted the deceased and
some former employees of Kwenyan Professional Health Services on allegations of

insurance fraud among other counts.
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A4 @FEE [How I set up Liberia’s first school for autistic children | Africa Renewal
via EE (201948 A 7 H)

When I returned to Liberia in 2018, it became clear to me that most people were ignorant
about ASD. Many associate the disorder with witchcraft, curses or spells and demons. In
many instances autistic children and their families are social outcasts in their own

communities.

7 @FCE [Liberia: Parents of Autism Kids Urge to Care for their Children | Front
Page Africa (20184£9 H 4 H)

There is no statistic on the number of children born with autism in Liberia. -

(2) FGM
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58. The Security Council was concerned that women and girls in Liberia continued to face
a high incidence of sexual and gender-based violence.!"" UNMIL and OHCHR
highlighted that rape was the second most commonly reported serious crime in Liberia
and the prevalence of impunity for those crimes. UNMIL and OHCHR noted that close
to 80 per cent of rape victims were under the age of 18, and included girls under the age

11
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of 5. UNMIL and OHCHR were alarmed at the level of impunity for rape in Liberia.!!?

59. The United Nations country team was concerned about the insufficient long-term
sustainable support provided for the recovery, rehabilitation and reintegration of girls who
had been victims of sexual violence in Liberia and recommended providing them with

specific care and protection.!!3
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5. LGBT
7 KE OSAC [Liberia 2019 Crime & Safety Report| (2019455 A 13 B)

Same-sex sexual activity is illegal in Liberia, punishable by a maximum penalty of one-
year imprisonment or a maximum fine of $1,000 Liberian. The Liberia senate voted
unanimously to criminalize same-sex marriages in 2012. LGBTI community members may
be subject to discrimination and verbal/physical attacks. LGBTI persons have reported
forced evictions when landlords discovered their sexual orientation.

A4 QOFPRAII RV T MM~/ VT4,V F—+<A/ VT 4 (Libéria :
Les minorités sexuelles et de genre) | (202145 H 31 H)

6. Ek. FEFREEXCLDNRE, BRICLIEEZEOHGRE <2024 ES5H 2 AEF>
7 @~V THNR< M IBTIERIVA—F 2024 - URU 7| (202242 H
23 H)

Stateness

Public security entities still lack the capability to apprehend, detain, and prosecute
criminals. In certain urban areas, gangs hold sway or local security mechanisms become
essential. Private security entities, community watch groups, and vigilante organizations
often step in to fill the void left by governmental forces.

Numerous regions within the country experience limited state presence. Rural traditional

communities preserve a significant level of autonomy from state oversight, and remote
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nontraditional settlements, particularly irregular mining camps, often rely on non-state

conflict resolution methods.

A deteriorating economic climate coupled with an increase in police corruption has
contributed to a surge in the use and distribution of both plant-based and synthetic opioids.
Crime has steadily risen over recent years, encompassing armed robbery and theft. Instances
of kidnappings and ritualistic killings have also escalated in advance of the upcoming
general elections, slated for October 2023.

A4 @X[E OSAC !Liberia 2019 Crime & Safety Report]| (201945 H 13 H)

Police Response

The primary law enforcement agency in Liberia is the Liberia National Police (LNP).
Following the pull out of UN security forces from Liberia in 2018, the LNP has continued
to develop its law enforcement capabilities. Locals and visitors alike might experience
inconsistency in the level of responsiveness and services provided. Due to a lack of

resources, the LNP is very limited in its ability to respond to criminal acts or provide full

services to crime victims.***

7. R, eflEE GEEZRERD)

8. EREMIE - FIEFH <2024 45 H 2 HEH >
7 @FXEEBE N MERIHE 20234 - UU 71 (2024 4£ 4 A 23 H) <ecoi.net
g5 >

D. ARBITRARY ARREST OR DETENTION

The constitution and law prohibited arbitrary arrest and detention and provided for the
right of any person to challenge the lawfulness of their arrest or detention in court. The

government did not always observe these prohibitions and rights.
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Prison and Detention Center Conditions

Prison conditions were harsh and life threatening due to gross overcrowding, food
shortages, inadequate sanitary conditions, vermin infestation, and poor medical care that led

to disease outbreaks.

20


https://www.osac.gov/Content/Report/2dc447fa-38da-4fee-ad62-15f4aeb31b77
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2107757.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2107757.html

URUT7 202445 H2H OHERMFIT 7 4 — 7 L https://refugeestudies.jp/

10. HED B H <20244E5H 2 HEH >
7 @~ THNR=UBHHE IBTIEBIVA—F 2024 - VU7 (202242 A
23 H)

Political Participation

There is a variety of state and private media that express a range of views, and the
constitution protects freedom of expression. Generally, citizens and the media can express
a critical opinion. However, individual political elites have tried to intimidate journalists.
Activists critical of the government regularly complain of being intimidated by anonymous
calls or uninvited visitors. The bribing of media staff is widespread, and journalists’ integrity
is often in doubt. Nonetheless, there has been a stronger focus on tackling hate speech and

training media professionals in objective reporting by international partners.
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7 @IRDC [Information on acquiring Liberian citizenship by virtue of marriage to

a Liberian citizen. Whether a child has an entitlement to Liberian citizenship by

descent. Whether a child born outside Liberia is entitled to Liberian citizenship. |
refworld (2011428 A 31 H)

The entry for Liberia in Citizenship Laws of the World states:

“CITIZENSHIP: Citizenship laws are based upon the Constitution of the Republic of
Liberia. The Liberian Constitution states that, "In order to preserve, foster, and maintain
the positive Liberian culture, values, and character, only persons who are Negroes or of
Negro descent shall qualify by birth or by naturalization to be citizens of Liberia."

€ © BY BIRTH: Birth within the territory of Liberia does not automatically confer
citizenship. The only exception is a child born to unknown parents.

€ © BY DESCENT: Child, at least one of whose parents is a citizen of Liberia,
regardless of the child’s country of birth.

BY NATURALIZATION: No information provided beyond the stated constitutional
requirements.” (United States Office of Personnel Management Investigations Service
(March 2001) Citizenship Laws of the World, p.119)

In paragraph 21.1. “Eligibility for naturalization” this document states:

“1. Race. No person shall be naturalized unless he is a Negro or of Negro descent.

A4 @FEE [Liberia - the country where citizenship depends on your skin colour |
BBC (201843 B 26 R)

Liberia, on Africa's west coast, was established as a home for freed slaves returning to

the continent, escaping from unthinkable misery in the United States.

Perhaps, then, it is unsurprising that when the constitution was created, a clause was put
in restricting citizenship to just those of African descent, creating "a refuge and a haven for

freed men of colour".

Hundreds of years later, Liberia's new president, the former footballer George Weah,
described the rule as "unnecessary, racist and inappropriate".

What's more, Mr Weah said, discriminating against races "contradicts the very definition

of Liberia", which is derived from the Latin word "liber," meaning "free".
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The pronouncement has sent shockwaves through some parts of Liberia.

"White people will definitely enslave black Liberians," businessman Rufus Oulagbo tells
the BBC, bluntly.

Mr Oulagbo is not the only one to voice these fears: a new advocacy group, Citizen's
Action Against Non-Negro Citizenship and Land Ownership, has been set up to fight the
president's plans.

() —EE#E
7 @Citizenship Rights in Africa Initiative_[Liberia| (2022 4 12 A 22 HEE)

Until 2022, the combined effect of the Constitution and of the Aliens and Nationality Law
was to prohibit dual citizenship for adults in all circumstances. A referendum held in 2020
to amend the Constitution to permit dual citizenship in all cases (among other propositions)
did not succeed. The 2022 amendments to the law, however, permit a Liberian citizen who
acquires another citizenship to retain Liberian citizenship. These amendments followed a
2019 Supreme Court decision which ruled that the statutory provision for automatic loss
was unconstitutional. There remains ambiguity, however, in the case of a person with one
Liberian and one foreign parent, required by the Constitution to renounce the other
citizenship at adulthood and before the age of 23 if Liberian citizenship is to be retained.
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