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LEGAL FRAMEWORK

The constitution declares Islam to be the state religion and prohibits state institutions
from engaging in behavior incompatible with Islamic values. The constitution states, “The
freedom of opinion is inviolable.” Freedom of worship is provided if it is exercised in
accordance with the law. “Offending or insulting” any religion is a criminal offense. The
law criminalizes blasphemy but not apostasy. The law says the state must protect places of
worship from any political or ideological influence.

The law criminalizes blasphemy. The penal code provides punishment of three to five
years in prison and a fine of 50,000 to 100,000 dinars ($370 — $740) for offending the
Prophet Muhammad or other messengers of God or disparaging the dogma or precepts of
Islam through writing, drawing, declaration, or any other means. The law also criminalizes

insults directed at any other religion and prescribes the same penalties.

7  @USCIRF_[USCIRF R E 20244 - T v = V7| (202445 A)

In 2023, religious freedom conditions in Algeria remained poor, with major impacts on
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Christians and Muslim minority commu nities. Authorities continued to close churches and
prosecute individuals on religion-based charges, including blasphemy, proselytization, and
unauthorized worship. The government also continued to deny religious minority groups,
specifically the Evangelical Protestant Association (EPA), authorization to worship
collectively as stipulated under the law.

In 2023, the Algerian government brought religiously grounded blasphemy and
proselytization charges against several individuals, including Christians, Muslims, and
freethinkers. In November, an individual in Bejaia was charged with blasphemy for social
media posts and sentenced to 18 months’ imprisonment and a fine of $370 (50,000 dinars).
In February, a court sentenced two employees of a Christian broadcast company to two
months’ imprisonment for “the production, storing, or distribution of printed documents,
audio-visual materials, or using any other support or means with the intention of
agitating/shaking the faith of a Muslim.” After serving suspended prison terms, they were
released with a lifelong ban from practicing Christian activities. In May, authorities raided
the home of a Tizi Ghenif pastor, seizing his computer and subjecting him to multiple rounds
of interrogation. In November, the pastor and four other unnamed Evangelical worshipers
from the same church were sentenced and fined for “inciting Muslims to change their
religion” and “agitating the faith of Muslims,” among other unauthorized wor ship charges.
In March, a Bejaia court dissolved the nongovernmental Cultural Association of Aokas for
“shaking the faith” in its distribution of various Christian-themed materials.
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