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Refugee Status Determination Appeal Procedure Source
Applicants | Competent Authority Competent Authority
(for first appeal)
Total number of staff Ministry
responsible
Austria 112,272 Federal Agency for 1,031 (Dec. 2022) Ministry of Federal Administrative | AIDA
(2022) Immigration and Asylum Interior Court 2022
(BFA) Update
BE The determining authority responsible for examining applications for —
international protection and competent to take decisions at first instance as
well as for residence permits on exceptional humanitarian grounds and
certain Aliens’ Police proceedings.
Belgium 36,871 Commissioner General for 487 FTE (2021) Ministry of Council of Alien Law AIDA
(2022) Refugees and Stateless Interior Litigation 2022
Persons (CGRS) Update
B Responsible for examining applications for international protection and is An administrative court
competent to take decisions at first instance. competent for handling
The institutional independence of the CGRS is explicitly laid down in law. It | appeals against all
thus takes individual decisions on asylum applications and does not take kinds of administrative
any instruction from the competent Minister — or State Secretary — for decisions in the field of
Asylum and Migration. migration.
However, under certain circumstances defined by the Aliens Act, the latter
can be involved in asylum procedures. For example, the Ministry can ask
the CGRS to re-examine a previously obtained protection status. It can
also request from the determining authority to prioritise a specific case.
Germany 244,132 Federal Office for Migration 8,138 positions (about Federal Administrative Court AIDA
(2022) and Refugees (BAMF) 3,094 .4 full-time positions | Ministry of 2022
in various asylum Interior Update
departments) (Sep. 2022)
B Responsible for examining applications for international protection and —
competent to take decisions at first instance.
Spain 118,842 Office of Asylum and Refuge | N/A Ministry of National Court AIDA
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(2022) (OAR), Office of Asylum and Interior 2022
Refuge Inter-Ministerial Update
Commission on Asylum
(CIAR)

BE All applications for international protection are examined by the Office of =
Asylum and Refuge (OAR) falling under the responsibility of the Ministry of
Interior.

The examination of an application by the OAR culminates in a draft
decision which is submitted to the Inter-Ministerial Asylum and Refugee
Commission (CIAR), which will decide to grant or to refuse international
protection.

The resolution passed within said Commission must be signed by the
Minister of the Interior, although it is standard practice for it to be signed by
the Under-Secretary of the Interior by delegation of signature authority.

France 156,455 Office for the Protection of 1,003 (Dec. 2022): Ministry of National Court of AIDA
(2022) Refugees and Stateless approx. 450 protection Interior Asylum (CNDA) 2022
Persons (OFPRA) officers in charge of the Update
examination of asylum
applications.
BE A specialised authority responsible for examining applications for The specialised
international protection and competent to take decisions at first instance. Administrative Court
Its institutional independence is explicitly laid down in law, which means handling appeals
that it does not take instructions from the Ministry of Interior. against all

administrative decisions
of the Director General
of OFPRA related to an
asylum application.

Ireland 2,629 International Protection Office | 166.91 (Apr. 2022) Department of | International Protection | AIDA
(2021) (IPO) Justice Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) | 2021
Update

Carries out asylum registration and decision-making duties under the a quasi-judicial body
umbrella of the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service in the and, according to the
Department of Justice and Equality. IPA, it shall be
Make recommendations to the Minister for Justice on an applicant’s independent in the
eligibility for refugee status, subsidiary protection and permission to remain | performance of its
under the single procedure. functions.

Italy 56,388 Territorial Commissions for 20 + 21 sub commissions | Ministry of Civil Court AIDA
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(2021) the Recognition of (Dec. 2021) Interior 2021
International Protection Update
BE Administrative bodies specialised in the field of asylum, under the Ministry | Lodged to the
of Interior. specialised court
Each Territorial Commission is composed at least by 6 members (1 sections competent for
President, with prefectural experience, appointed by the Ministry of Interior, | examining asylum
1 expert in international protection and human rights, designated by appeals.
UNHCR, 4 or more highly qualified administrative officials of the Ministry of
Interior, appointed by periodic public tenders)
Netherlands | 35,535 Immigration and 4,458 (2022) Ministry of Regional Court AIDA
(2022) Naturalisation Service (IND) Security and 2022
Justice Update
= Responsible for examining applications for international protection and —
competent to take decisions at first instance.
Poland 7,698 Head of the Office for 29 caseworkers (2021) Ministry of Refugee Board AIDA
(2021) Foreigners Interior and 2021
Administration Update
BE Responsible for examining applications for international protection and A second-instance
competent to take decisions at first instance. administrative body
competent to handle
appeals against first
instance negative
decisions in all types of
procedures
Portugal 1,537 Immigration and Borders 20 (2021): (i) 12 Ministry of Administrative and AIDA
(2021) Service (SEF), Asylum and caseworkers are Home Affairs | Fiscal Courts 2021
Refugees Department (GAR) | responsible for the Update

examination of
applications for
international protection
under all the applicable
procedures (except the
Dublin procedure), (ii) 2
caseworkers for Dublin
procedures; and (iii) 6
administrative support



https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/AIDA-IT_2021update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/AIDA-IT_2021update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/AIDA-NL_2022update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/AIDA-NL_2022update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/AIDA-NL_2022update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/AIDA-PL_2021update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/AIDA-PL_2021update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/AIDA-PL_2021update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/AIDA-PT_2021update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/AIDA-PT_2021update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/AIDA-PT_2021update.pdf

https://refugeestudies.jp/

officers.

BE

The Immigration and Borders Service (SEF), the responsibility for
examining applications for international protection and drafting first
instance decisions lies with the Asylum and Refugees Department of SEF
(SEF-GAR), while decisions granting, refusing (except in accelerated and
admissibility procedures), ceasing, and withdrawing international protection
are formally adopted by the Ministry of Home Affairs.

In practice, the latter adopts such decisions based on the assessment and
recommendations of the determining authority, which thus remains the
main entity responsible for the examination of asylum claims.

Sweden

16,734
(2021)

Migration Agency 5,773 (on average in

2022)

Ministry of
Justice

Migration Court

AIDA
2022
Update

the central administrative authority in the area of asylum. It is responsible
for examining applications for international protection and competent to
take decisions at first instance. It further takes decisions on work permits,
family reunification, adoption, studies, and citizenship and is also
responsible for operating detention centres.

as is the case with all authorities, is fully independent from the Government
as well as the Parliament in relation to individual decisions and the
Government is prohibited from influencing its decisions.14 This also
applies to the Agency’s policy on different topics. The Migration Agency
coordinates and divides tasks between the divisions of Asylum, Managed
Migration and Citizenship, thereby upholding due process and ensuring
effective case management in line with Sweden's Alien and Citizenship
Act. The Migration Agency is also responsible for aliens without residence
permits, i.e. until they obtain a permit and have settled in a municipality.
Legal provisions pertaining to the Migration Agency are found primarily in
the Aliens Act and the Ordinance with Instructions for the Migration
Agency.

As a general rule, the Ministry of Justice and other Government Offices
cannot intervene in individual cases concerning applicants for international
protection. However, in cases concerning serious threats to national
security, the Act concerning Special Controls of Certain Aliens may be
used (2022:700).11 (—EBDFIN %= FRLT)

The Agency has the
discretion to either
change its earlier
decision or confirm the
rejection. In the latter
case, the appeal is
forwarded by the
Agency, sometimes
with comments, to the
Migration Court within a
week.

The appeal is formally
addressed to the
Migration Court but is
sent first to the
Migration Agency,
which has the legal
obligation to review its
decision based on any
new evidence
presented.

When the Migration
Agency does not
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change its decision, the
appeal is forwarded to
the Migration Court
which can
independently decide if
further translation is

necessary.
UK 56,495 Home Office Visas and 600 (Mar. 2021) Home Office First Tier Tribunal, AIDA
(2021) Immigration (UKVI), Asylum Immigration and 2021
Casework Directorate Asylum Chamber (FTT | Update
(IAC))
BE — An independent judicial
body which is part of
the unified tribunal
structure in the Ministry
of Justice.
United 117,535 U.S. Citizenship and — United States | Administrative Appeals | UNHCR/
States (2021) Immigration Services ( Department of | Office (AAO) or American
USCIS, 7 X U h&AREHER Homeland Executive Office for Immigrati
V- BER) Security ( Immigration Review ( % "
DHS, 7X!) |EOIR, BREER) B
AEREELT
ZLRER)
B USCIS: [Efi#7E#E (Affirmative Process) DiB&,
AAO: IEFFEEICE T 2T IRE =B T 51E#.
EOIR: ##RFRE LA D, FERFEL A >T35E (Defensive Process) ICHITBFREZEHT
2488, BEAEEE T, Immigration Judge "EEEE YT B,
Canada 60,158 Immigration and Refugee 361 (2023) IRCC (#+4 | Immigration and Statistics/
(2022) Board (IRB, h+4BRH#E BR#RTR | Refugee Board (IRB, | Members
ZB2%) , Refugee Protection HER) hFHABRR#RES

Division (RPD)

%) , Refugee Appeal
Division (RAD. H#RR®
FERFAILER)
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https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/AIDA-UK_2021update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/AIDA-UK_2021update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/AIDA-UK_2021update.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=J7jDJ5
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/asylum-united-states
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/asylum-united-states
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/asylum-united-states
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/asylum-united-states
https://irb.gc.ca/en/statistics/protection/Pages/RPDStat2022.aspx
https://irb.gc.ca/en/members/Pages/index.aspx
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B HF A ERKDMILITEHEYIFT. IRCC (MFABRERTRIER) Hold | ZEH 121
iz,
Australia 14,153 Department of Home Affairs = Refugee Review UNHCR
(2021) (RFEH) Tribunal (
Administrative Appeals
Tribunal, AAT D& TF)
New Zealand | 416 A #EMUI=—v ;b (RSU. - BER ( BERRESEHIF ( Data
(2021 Refugee Status Unit) Immigration Immigration and Finder/Fa
£F) New Zealand | Protection Tribunal) M/I
) ribunal
BIE — =E# 18
Republic of | 2,341 ETEEB ETEER =] Ela)
Korea (2021)
Japan 3,772 HAETEEEET HEFEEICIEESN EBE HAEEEEET AETE
(2022) WBEDE : 405 sHERE
(2022/4) ==
MUF EluXE
o F—RKLUY

o Federal Agency for Immigration and Asylum - BFA
n ERNEAERT (BUEREERAETRVILEEERR p.57 P4V, 7=V FRUONAH)—IIEIFZ#HEOZAN)

o NJLF¥—
o Commissioner General for Refugees and Stateless Persons - CGRS
n #E - EEEEABEE (RHQ p.28 BN FE

o k1Y
o Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (BAMF)
n FAYVEBRBRIHRE (O1%2— P YVO#EMBAL. 165 EtEij(?JOEAL. iB%%E%EE%%EE B Reuters)
n RAVERBR - - #RE (ETavt/ILRILT7BAERESE S7% = (Bundesamt fuer
Migration und Fluechtlinge) HP) _http://www.bamf. EEHBELH ZDKRLE) —H>bESHEA. T I\’(‘/J ISHIBR.
o Administrative Court
m RAYVEPBTEEIFT (UNHCR £

o ARAY
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https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=C6Eq9q
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=8AOWe8
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=8AOWe8
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/sites/default/files/2018-09/Refugees%20and%20asylum%20seekers%20factsheet.pdf
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/sites/default/files/2018-09/Refugees%20and%20asylum%20seekers%20factsheet.pdf
https://www.justice.govt.nz/tribunals/immigration/immigration-and-protection/
https://www.justice.govt.nz/tribunals/immigration/immigration-and-protection/
https://refugeestudies.jp/2023/04/journal-12th/
https://www.moj.go.jp/isa/content/001393012.pdf
https://www.moj.go.jp/isa/content/001393012.pdf
https://www.sangiin.go.jp/japanese/joho1/kousei/syuisyo/208/meisai/m208057.htm
https://www.sangiin.go.jp/japanese/joho1/kousei/syuisyo/208/meisai/m208057.htm
https://dl.ndl.go.jp/view/download/digidepo_10362193_po_02720003.pdf?contentNo=1
https://www.rhq.gr.jp/wp-content/themes/meteo/pdf/euro.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/germany-refugees-idJPKCN1140CI
https://www.dus.emb-japan.go.jp/profile/japanisch/j_konsular/j_pdf/110715_eAT.pdf
https://www.dus.emb-japan.go.jp/profile/japanisch/j_konsular/j_pdf/110715_eAT.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/jp/wp-content/uploads/sites/34/protect/A-IARLJ_Credibility_final.pdf
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o Office of Asylum and Refuge - OAR
n [BFE - EREHAT (RHQ 21 Y | IR SFZEAL)
o Office of Asylum and Refuge Inter-Ministerial Commission on Asylum - CIAR
s EARAEATERHETZEEZES (RHQ https://www.rhg.gr.jp/wp-content/themes/meteo/pdf/78.pdf)

TR
o Office for the Protection of Refugees and Stateless Persons - OFPRA
n VS VRHRRVEREEFRER (BLESNSERBERVILEZERR p.88 77 Y RUCEIT 2 HREADNE)
o National Court of Asylum - CNDA
n EREEEZHF (BIESNEEFBERVILEEZERR p88 77V RICEHEITEE EEOWE)
TR
o Immigration and Naturalisation Service - IND
n TS UAAEEER (JETRO https://www.jetro.go.jp/world/europe/nl/invest_05.html)
RILEAIL
o Immigration and Borders Service (SEF)
n ABEANEA - EEY—E X (RHQ https://www.rha.gr.jp/wp-content/themes/meteo/pdf/50.pdf)

1¥UR
o Asylum Casework Directorate
m EET—RTV—UBER (AXp25
https://omu.repo.nii.ac.jp/?action=repository_action_common_download&item_id=2521&item_no=1&attribute_id=19&file_no=1)
o First Tier Tribunal, Immigration and Asylum Chamber - FTT
n EEEHABE - EH EHERMEIT+—FL AFX U ZOH#EZHMES OALRVIEFIE £ Z DEFE)

hr4
o Refugee Protection Division - RPD
n HRFES BHRAKTA—FL1H0FHD
B)
FT—AZU7
o Refugee Review Tribunal - RRT
s HEFEEZEYFT (UNHCRp.8 UNHCR ICL 2 HEAAELRICH T 2HEMER)
e R i
o Refugee Status Branch

n HEHE - BEY-ENCBIIHRMAUR RHQZ2—2—5 P | #REZEAL)
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https://www.rhq.gr.jp/hotnews/%E3%82%B9%E3%83%9A%E3%82%A4%E3%83%B3-2/
https://www.rhq.gr.jp/wp-content/themes/meteo/pdf/78.pdf
https://dl.ndl.go.jp/view/download/digidepo_9914662_po_02670005.pdf?contentNo=1
https://dl.ndl.go.jp/view/download/digidepo_9914662_po_02670005.pdf?contentNo=1
https://www.jetro.go.jp/world/europe/nl/invest_05.html%EF%BC%89
https://www.rhq.gr.jp/wp-content/themes/meteo/pdf/50.pdf
https://omu.repo.nii.ac.jp/?action=repository_action_common_download&item_id=2521&item_no=1&attribute_id=19&file_no=1
https://refugeestudies.jp/2020/05/research-uk-accelerated-procedure/
https://refugeestudies.jp/wp/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/bf767453c40a26ef6e6b98ef735bd0ce.pdf
https://refugeestudies.jp/wp/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/bf767453c40a26ef6e6b98ef735bd0ce.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/jp/wp-content/uploads/sites/34/protect/01Mar2006_TBA_Advice_jp_final.pdf
https://www.rhq.gr.jp/hotnews/%E3%83%8B%E3%83%A5%E3%83%BC%E3%82%B8%E3%83%BC%E3%83%A9%E3%83%B3%E3%83%89-2/

