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https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/area/azerbaijan/data.html
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The centre of power in the Republic of Azerbaijan lies with the presidential apparatus.
President Ilham Aliyev has ruled the country since 31 October 2003. In 2018, he began his
fourth term in office, which will end in 2025.% During the reporting period, his popularity
was increased by the outcome of the Second Nagorno-Karabakh War (see 1.2.2).° His wife,
Mehriban Aliyeva, has held the position of first vice president since 21 February 2017.% Ali
Asadov remained prime minister during the reporting period.> Colonel General Zakir

Hasanov remained Defence Minister.°



https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/area/azerbaijan/data.html
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A cease-fire in November 2020 halted 44 days of intensive fighting involving Azerbaijan,
Armenia, and Armenia-supported separatists. Sporadic incidents of violence along the
undelimited international border between the two countries and some other areas during the
year resulted in casualties and detentions. There were credible reports that Azerbaijani and
ethnic Armenian forces engaged in unlawful killings, torture, and other cruel, inhuman, or
degrading treatment during, and in some cases after, the November 2020 fighting.
Complaints submitted by Azerbaijan and Armenia to the European Court of Human Rights
accusing each other of committing atrocities during the fighting in fall 2020 and summer
2016 awaited the court’s ruling. The government acknowledged holding 41 Armenian
detainees, but there were allegations, disputed by the Azerbaijani government, that at least
25 Armenian servicemen disappeared after being taken into Azerbaijani custody. Armenian
detainees were not permitted to select their own legal representation during public trials.
Since 1995 the final status of Nagorno-Karabakh has been the subject of international
mediation by the cochairs of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe’s
Minsk Group (the United States, France, and Russia).

Significant human rights issues included credible reports of: unlawful or arbitrary killing;
torture and cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment by members of the security forces; harsh
and sometimes life-threatening prison conditions; arbitrary detention; political prisoners;
politically motivated reprisal against individuals outside the country; pervasive problems
with the independence of the judiciary; arbitrary interference with privacy; serious abuses
in conflict, including enforced disappearances, torture, and other physical abuse; serious
restrictions on free expression and the media, including violence against journalists, the
criminalization of libel and slander, and harassment and incarceration of journalists on
questionable charges; serious restrictions on internet freedom, including blocking of
websites; a de facto ban on the rights of peaceful assembly and substantial interference with
freedom of association; restrictions on freedom of movement; severe restrictions on political
participation; systemic government corruption; police brutality against individuals based on
sexual orientation; significant restrictions on worker’s freedom of association; and existence

of the worst forms of child labor.
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https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/azerbaijan/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/azerbaijan/
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Freedom of expression and assembly



https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/europe-and-central-asia/azerbaijan/report-azerbaijan/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/europe-and-central-asia/azerbaijan/report-azerbaijan/
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2022/country-chapters/azerbaijan
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/azerbaijan/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/europe-and-central-asia/azerbaijan/report-azerbaijan/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/europe-and-central-asia/azerbaijan/report-azerbaijan/
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Peaceful protests over both political and social issues continued to be broken up by police
using unnecessary and excessive force, while peaceful protesters faced arbitrary
administrative and criminal charges.

In March, 625 prisoners, including 38 people considered by local human rights groups to
be detained for political reasons, were freed by presidential pardon. Politically motivated
persecution and harassment of government critics continued unabated, however, and many

of its victims remained imprisoned.

Government critic Huseyn Abdullayev remained in prison, in spite of the UN Working
Group on Arbitrary Detention regarding his deprivation of liberty as arbitrary and UN
human rights experts demanding his immediate release. In October, opposition activist
Niyameddin Ahmedov was sentenced to 13 years’ imprisonment for sedition and financing

terrorism on apparently politically motivated charges.
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Prosecuting Political Opposition

In January, Popular Front Party of Azerbaijan (APFP) member Niyameddin Ahmedov
faced new, dubious charges of incitement and trafficking in banned items. Ahmedov has
been in custody since his May 2020 arrest on financing terrorism charges, which stem from
allegations that he received funds from an exiled government critic to destabilize the country
and assassinate political figures. Police allegedly beat Ahmedov in custody in an attempt to
coerce him to falsely testify against an APFP leader. Ahmedov denies all charges. In

October, a court sentenced him to 13 years in prison.

In April, a court sentenced Said Mamedzade Bakuvi, an APFP activist, to three-and-a-
half years in prison on bogus hooliganism charges, but in June substituted the penalty with
a suspended sentence and released him.

In June, courts handed 12 APFP members, including five party leaders — Fuad
Gahramanli, Mammad Ibrahim, Bakhtiyar Imanov, Asif Yusifli and Ayaz Maharramli on
suspended sentences ranging from two to four years, on spurious public order violations and

other charges related to a pro-war protest a year earlier.

In March, President Ilham Aliyev pardoned APFP member Mahammad Imanli, who had
been sentenced in December 2020 to one year in prison on false criminal charges of
spreading Covid-19.

Also in March, police arrested Lachin Valiyev, an opposition activist, on bogus drugs-
related charges and allegedly coerced him to give incriminating statements against the APFP
leadership. Valiyev confessed the drug charges under apparent duress. He remained in
pretrial custody at time of writing,.



https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2022/country-chapters/azerbaijan
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In July, an appeals court replaced the house arrest of Tofig Yagublu, a leading politician
of the opposition Musavat party, with a 30-month conditional sentence. Yagublu had been
under house arrest due to health complications arising from his hunger strike to protest his
unjust 2020 conviction on bogus hooliganism charges, for which he had been sentenced to
four years and three months in prison.
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Prosecuting Political Opposition

In February, Mehdi Ibrahimov, son of the APFP deputy chairman, received a 15-month
suspended sentence on bogus charges of spreading Covid-19.
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E. DENIAL OF FAIR PUBLIC TRIAL

Although the constitution provides for an independent judiciary, judges were not
functionally independent of the executive branch. The judiciary remained largely corrupt
and inefficient, and lacked independence. Many verdicts were legally unsupportable and
largely unrelated to the evidence presented during a trial, with outcomes frequently
appearing predetermined. For example, in October opposition Azerbaijan Popular Front
Party member Niyameddin Ahmedov was sentenced to 13 years in prison on a questionable
“terrorist financing” charge. Human rights groups concluded the prosecution lacked
credible evidence proving his guilt and the trial was politically motivated. Courts often
failed to investigate allegations of torture and inhuman treatment of detainees in police
custody.
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Torture and Ill-Treatment in Detention

Authorities typically dismissed complaints of torture and other ill-treatment in custody,
and the practice continued with impunity. Ill-treatment is rampant in police custody,
allegedly to coerce confessions, while denying detainees access to family, independent
lawyers, or independent medical care.
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3.3.3.2 Prison conditions

According to various sources, conditions in prisons were generally poor during the
reporting period. The prisons were overcrowded. Many buildings were old and did not meet
international standards. The quality of the food was often poor, forcing inmates to
supplement their diets with food parcels from their relatives or with expensive food from
prison shops. There was also poor medical care, insufficient drinking water at times,
inadequate sanitation, inadequate heating at times, unsanitary conditions, insufficient
daylight, poor ventilation and withholding of contact with family members. Prisoners
infected with COVID-19 or other viruses were not always isolated from other inmates
during the reporting period. There was a great deal of corruption in prisons. For example,
prisoners sometimes had to pay for basic facilities, such as receiving visitors and postal

packages, watching television, extra heating in the cell and the use of sanitary facilities.>®'
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The ceasefire enabled the start of reconstruction in areas where Azerbaijan re-established
control. In areas under the control of de-facto Nagorno Karabakh authorities, ethnic

Armenians face risk of injury or captivity when they travel, tend to livestock, or engage in

farming near the front lines.- -

Nagorno Karabakh: Landmines, Prisoners of War (POWs)

Azerbaijani courts have also sentenced at least six ethnic Armenians, some of whom are
reportedly civilians, on a variety of other charges. The charges include terrorism, espionage,

and, in two cases, torturing Azerbaijani citizens during the Karabakh war of the 1990s.
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2.1.8 Document fraud

Many documents are offered for sale illegally in Azerbaijan. They include membership
cards, certificates, permits and diplomas. Fraud is also committed in the form of fake, forged
or incorrectly issued documents.'®® With the advent of ASAN Service, it became more
difficult to obtain documents informally/illegally.'®* However, this could be circumvented
by bribing officials and police officials in the regional and local offices.'®® Corruption is still
a major concern in Azerbaijan. According to Transparency International, Azerbaijan was
ranked 126th (out of 180 countries) on the Corruption Perception Index 2019.! Corruption
is widespread on all levels of public life, education and healthcare.'®” In spite of this, one
source reported never having seen fake identity cards. However, the same source stated that
he/she had come across a number of forged birth certificates and marriage certificates.
Copies of the empty documents were filled in and provided with a signature and a seal.'®®
In addition, sources also claimed that fake judicial documents and fake documents from the

police were regularly encountered.'®
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