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https://www.unicef.or.jp/sfa/report/about_bf.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/uv.html
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/west-africa/burkina-faso/burkina-faso-preserving-religious-balance
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In January 2022, dissatisfaction with the government’s inability to quell the threat of
armed groups led a group of mutinous soldiers to overthrow President Roch Kaboré. A few
weeks later, coup leader Lieutenant-colonel Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba was inaugurated
as the transitional president. He announced that the military transition would last until
March 2025 and then formed a new government.

The international community has largely condemned the coup d’état. However, most
citizens appear to have either celebrated the change in leadership or resigned themselves to
accept it. The coup marked a major step back for Burkina’s already troubled democratic and
governance institutions. Furthermore, the military’s history of human rights abuse against
ordinary citizens raises serious concerns about what the coup could mean for the protection
of civilians in the next phase of the country’s conflict. The coup should be condemned, and
efforts made to move toward governance that better reflects the will of its citizens and

provides them with adequate protection.
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https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-report-on-international-religious-freedom/burkina-faso/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-report-on-international-religious-freedom/burkina-faso/
https://www.hss.de/news/detail/der-militaerputsch-news8417/
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https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/area/burkina/data.html
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7 @%EE [In post-coup Burkina Faso, jihadist attacks grow fiercer despite junta
pledge] The New Humanitarian (202246 H 29 H)

But the Burkinabé junta’s first month in charge saw 160,000 people uprooted, while more
than 530 violent incidents occurred between February and May — a 115 percent year-on-
year rise — according to ACLED, a conflict monitoring organisation.

The militants are also spreading into parts of the country previously untouched by
violence, while using their bases to launch cross-border raids on Benin, Céte d’Ivoire, and
Togo.
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https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/analysis/2022/06/29/Burkina-Faso-displacement-coup-junta
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/analysis/2022/06/29/Burkina-Faso-displacement-coup-junta
https://www.nrc.no/news/2022/march/burkina-faso-second-biggest-spike-in-displacement-since-crisis-began/
https://acleddata.com/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/burkina-faso/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2018-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/burkina-faso/
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7 @UNHCR | UNHCR calls for urgent support to assist almost 16,000 newly
displaced in Burkina Faso who fled massacre| ecoi (20224 6 H 27 H)

Since 12 June, almost 16,000 Burkinabe, mostly women and children, have arrived in
Dori, northeastern Burkina Faso, after fleeing a brutal attack by armed men in Seytenga, a
town 15 kilometres from the border with Niger. More are expected to arrive in the coming
days, while some 360 people are reported to have crossed into the Tillabéri region of Niger,
adding to the 15,500 Burkinabe nationals already there who have been forced to flee.
Authorities and the local population in the city of Tera have welcomed and hosted the new
arrivals even though most of the Nigerien families are themselves without resources.

Burkina Faso’s displacement crisis is one of the world’s fastest growing, with the number
of internally displaced people (IDPs) reaching 1.9 million at the end of April, according to
government figures. Other countries in the Sahel — Chad, Mali and Niger — also face a
combination of violence, poverty and the effects of climate change. More than 2.5 million

people have fled their homes in the Sahel region over the past decade.
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https://www.refworld.org/docid/5a993936a.html
https://www.refworld.org/docid/5a993936a.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2074761.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2074761.html
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2022T005.html#ad-image-0
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2022T005.html#ad-image-0
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https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2019/10/5da03eee4/conflict-violence-burkina-faso-displaces-nearly-half-million-people.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2019/10/5da03eee4/conflict-violence-burkina-faso-displaces-nearly-half-million-people.html
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/acleddata.com-Regional%20Overview%20%20Africa%208%20October%202019.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/acleddata.com-Regional%20Overview%20%20Africa%2017%20September%202019.pdf
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https://www.state.gov/reports/2018-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/burkina-faso/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2017-report-on-international-religious-freedom/burkina-faso/
https://www.ide.go.jp/Japanese/Publish/Periodicals/Africa/2017_01.html
https://www.ide.go.jp/Japanese/Publish/Periodicals/Africa/2017_01.html
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https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2022T005.html#ad-image-0
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2022T005.html#ad-image-0
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-Media and international NGOs reported on violent enforcement by organizations
characterized as extremist of the insurgents’ interpretation of Islamic law in the region, with
the threat of violence for noncompliance. For example, attackers forced members of
communities in the northern part of the country to dress in specific “Islamic” garb, but
observers noted this was also occurring across other areas of the country. Terrorists
attacked and destroyed schools and killed teachers for teaching a secular curriculum and for
teaching in French rather than Arabic, according to media reports. As of November 30,
approximately 3,000 schools had been closed, depriving nearly 500,000 students of the
ability to attend school.

ACTIONS BY FOREIGN FORCES AND NONSTATE ACTORS

-+ Although many attacks in the country went unclaimed, observers again attributed most
to three terrorist groups: Ansaroul Islam, JNIM, and ISIS-GS. Media reported that
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terrorist groups regularly targeted Muslim and Christian clergy, religious congregations,
houses of worship, teachers, local government employees, and schools. According to local
residents, terrorist groups were also responsible for killing imams whom the groups accused
of collaborating with government security forces.
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International media reported that terrorist groups, armed insurgents, and jihadists
continued their campaign of violence and sometimes targeted places of worship or religious
leaders. Domestic and transnational terrorist groups conducted more attacks and inflicted
more violence against civilians than in the previous year, including numerous targeted
killings based on religious identity, according to nongovernmental organizations
(NGOs). Attackers killed or kidnapped imams, other clergy, and worshippers, while
attacking and destroying mosques and churches. Although responsibility for many attacks
in the country went unclaimed, observers attributed most to known terrorist groups Ansaroul
Islam, Islamic State in Greater Sahara (ISIS-GS), Jamaat Nasr al-Islam wal Muslimin
(JNIM), all three designated by the U.S. government as terrorist organizations. ‘-

ACTIONS BY FOREIGN FORCES AND NONSTATE ACTORS

Domestic and transnational terrorist groups continued to operate throughout the year and
increased their killings of individuals based on their religious identity, according to media
reports. These attacks forced more populations to flee their villages, bringing more
communes under the groups’ control, and preventing villagers from farming. The attacks
spread to the south and west, the Cascades and the Boucle du Mouhoun Regions. Security
experts stated that in the Est Region, terrorists/jihadis set up their own administrative
structure requiring payment by the population of “zakat” or religious taxes. These groups
included U.S.-designated terrorist groups Ansaroul Islam, Islamic State in Greater Sahara
(ISIS-GS), Jamaat Nasr al-Islam wal Muslimin (JNIM), al-Qa’ida in the Islamic Maghreb,
Ansar Dine, and al-Mourabitoun. Although many attacks in the country went unclaimed,
observers again attributed most to three terrorist groups: Ansaroul Islam, JNIM, and ISIS-
GS. Media reported that terrorist groups regularly targeted Muslim and Christian clergy,
religious congregations, houses of worship, teachers, local government employees, and
schools. According to local residents, terrorist groups were also responsible for killing

imams whom the groups accused of collaborating with government security forces.
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ACTIONS BY FOREIGN FORCES AND NONSTATE ACTORS

On May 4, ISGS militants attacked the villages of Menzourou and Kaltewoute in the
commune of Tin-Akoff, in Oudalan Province, Sahel Region. They killed the son of a
marabout (Muslim religious teacher) in Menzourou and burned down several houses before
retreating into the countryside.
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Originally from north-west Ghana, Lobi migrated into contemporary Burkina Faso at the
end of the eighteenth century, settling along the sparsely populated border with Cote
d'Ivoire. Lobi traditionally lived in extended families with no larger political structure and
were highly resistant to the imposition of colonial and then post-colonial central
government. Social order is assured by the head of the extended family and by a series of
cultural interdictions. Despite foreign influence, Lobi have retained their cultural identity
and have displayed strong resistance to colonial rule, Islam, Christianity and modernity.
While their strong individualism at village level has given their society great staying power
and strength, they are as much subject to the forces of globalization and economic change
as all other ethnic identities in one of West Africa's most complex polities.
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