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DR %28 Lo 72, SO E BIEE L FIR ST, — 50T % —F U
A MIP HEEZ T RNE D, FEBELBNLHE Y, BURIH 2804 % B
CiRB L7z,

+++2006 F-1E B (E £ 7fr% (Information and Communication Technology Act) (ICTA)
557 RI%, EAROMMEOALEBBRICER L TEY, FHRO A& 0 Bt H
KD A N —=ZFBT H72DICFH STz,

RITEBEN O SIS, HEIC Lo UTEHREE L&, vy —F U X Mo
K72 B, BB DR WNEBEIT T, DA T4 v =a—AEHEOY ¥ —F
UA K, 7 kYL X2 (UpalDas) 1%, 2017 4510 AIZATHARHE 2D, 12 Al
RuBlLTo, RoTEtE, ¥ AIRAfERFEHEZIRE L, BRI, & A0
BHEOFEE LU TERIICRESE LN TV TIERW M Lk~ 7, REEHR
TY =% AT 4T FOFEXLNTHD L3I )L « NP (Mubaher Hasan) 13,
2017 4EH, 44 AREIREE L TV, =a—RZ « B A D [H « U A ¥ — (The Wire) J
DZDREINCOWTOE(LIIERERIREICH D LM U -%, BUFIE, V- UA1Y
— I ~O7 7t R &R LT,

A H—Fy NOHH

TE AL (Information and Communication Technology Act) (ICTA) D% 57
0%, EZEUIENKT 2 PR ST et a1 v % — x> b EIC&RRE
T 52 & MEENDORGET D, ZOERITECED AL X, ZORENEIEICKL
TEMOBHHBEZMETDH DO TH D Lilk~7, BUFIE ICTA 2 OB D I REM: D &
HDIRLEIFETHFT L LV BFBEEFEA LT, 4 ¥ —3 > b ETOIEE) %
RL, v b EORBOBBZIEI LT,

TAY—« AZ—OPFEBEICL D &, BUFIE, 201743 A6 6 AORIZ, ICTA

 Amnesty International, Report 2014/2015, Bangladesh, 2015, p.73,
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ST RICHESS N OFTOREH 2l ADOY Y —F U X hEFFIB LT,

Z EERNEE EIBCREWNE#R/ —h XI55V a i ZH~<A VT 48
FOvEMRE . F2.000 (2017410 B)

243 BUFOREED, FZE FICA AT DTHEHIR R Afg 2 R\ LA T 1
L7 u T —ROEEE (ISR E SUIMR ERE L AR ESND) 2RIk
L CE ) MR EROFAIPMRE SN TE 72, BHIENE SIS L TEM
S, EORER, RAN R EFR 2B ICEHOCRENMTOA TV D HERE b S
%o TANDOHNLIEES 2 ikAT, BoRder (BEpama iR £, B - =
A2 EFEHRIE LA MALIE Z B IR) ST RS2 e STV,

B OHRW_ (Y 5F Y o : Fiam T A VA TAT % MR S0 BT © 0 K
LTV Q21E1A13H) (U=l FLBE— k2021 - AU T 55y

= |

F@gTU\@Wimmﬁ»ﬁﬁm&ﬁﬂ:mfmm@m EmLThH, M
R BT 5729 i%&i&%Liﬁw:k%Tbtj&tn—v
VoS4 ?ﬁ/?@?/?%ﬁf%é77/% T HE ARTIR AT, [T
UIHEPE, T2 AT v THHERHT2EBEZOFELICRERD I LB
W, Bl oo FERYYEDOFRITO R TO B EYS I L D EFFO LR E R D S
Wb, |

(2) BNP (Bangladesh National Party) A > N—DHHEV <20224 4 H 14 BEH >
7 KREEBE JFEHRSE 20214 - X755 (202244 H 12 B)

EROER .

AV ROFT VY RT « BT A EHON T T77 2 235MICEKT % 3 H 26~28
HOTEDH% (la., 1b., 2.a., 2b., 6 ZZM), 33270 AOFGLAMWA &4
@E@%Kﬁb1%ﬁ%omf@%bt&%?47ﬁ%@ko%ﬁm\%DUX

. BIATA. DY ~OWEE RE), KEROFTFR, REOFERK, Ak - A ME
@ﬂﬁﬁ REThDH, BEIT, NV TTFY aBIEFEEY (BNP). Hefazat e-Islam,
AART AR E, SESERITNV—TIIRT DB A 1,230 A2 &l L
Too BEIL, MANEZTESMORNNHDEGE & LR LIz Lk~ 7, TR
Kix, KEDBEWZEWIE BT, kb ZEL OFHENHOIZ, 777~
2317 [Brahmanbaria)] T o7, 4 H 30 H O T, INEAEL 600 NDT Z 7~
2N THIBATIZIE, 1700 ADNAMINE STz,

BOE L BRS¢

BFIEREBRE 28 B L ¢, BROREEZRFBS L OHHERETHERE LT,
BNP [, #2223 2018 4D [EEGEZEFIIMT A H O BNP 4% B 2 53 IR XA
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/749003/Bangladesh-Rel_Mins_and_Athiests-CPIN-v2.0__October_2018_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/749003/Bangladesh-Rel_Mins_and_Athiests-CPIN-v2.0__October_2018_.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/01/13/bangladesh-pandemic-pretext-authoritarian-crackdown
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/01/13/bangladesh-pandemic-pretext-authoritarian-crackdown
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/bangladesh
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/bangladesh
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/bangladesh
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I, BB DL MR LT & EE Lz, MEFEERIAZEHE L, 53 D% T
émﬁ%;;é%@fkékzﬁbto

A4 HENBEE EHNEERCER —F N T 77 2 BRERUOBIEHFTR.

3.0 i) (202049 H)

243 ERNAOFEGHFEIL, ARIOEFIIHBE THLAETH o7z LMl L7z, /K
B U, FHEE B OB ERIEADN R EFT A~ H AV HEE 55 OfEE)
FENEEF A B CHEZ IS b o TERET A7 8 HHEE~OE BN
HHEOIFEN I TN D, BTEFETOMIZ 1 7500 ALLED BNP & A 2T Al
2 (D) ORIEBE N EH Sz ([BE0R7) & RE] TBOAREIC L D80
b, . W) 228,

245 N7 77 vaREEFRY (ERM, BNP) LA 27 A (D) OFKE S
iizmsﬁm7v@é_&%®iﬁﬁﬂki_iﬁ rEE N & EE LT,
o ICob EFo] BEICET L TWAMTALDOA, b LIZT VX LR
X a7 EICHS < SNS ETOHMR A LR — 2T D Ffa<e MNike ) #efE %
L7-Ax B ThD, mwmﬁﬁﬁﬂvﬁ VT, HIAAEE T 2018 AR DA
7B E N, BRICRT 2R R0 7E8, 2 0%RA, RO
FIER 72N E L TERAFNC L > THATEND LB LN TWD, BE|Z X 558
BEOHRENH Y, THUTL > TEHOFE SN TIEBF R/ ES O3 W%
KRB SN DNE ThH D, o, BRIZL 2MET OB, BriENZEE
RKEE, BEIOFIRE WoTe G H D, (BEOFERNONHAINE, BUsroEig
IC X 28N A, il S g BEho A B A2 2R

5. XU FF Y BRIEREEN (BNP)
5.1 BEEE, fREIR, FHE

5.1.2 2019 4% 8 H ® DFAT #EEIX, LFDO L 9125 d, BNP I LAY T L -
*~7Vk%6@%%&@1wxiumjém NoT TV aRIBEERBIO
AATIEBEDTAT T 4T 4% EHELTRLINTZ, R, 1T 2014
FEOBEETIX., 4 A7 L2 Uamiat-e-Islami) (JI) W L7=, LAxL. 2018
FEORZEICMIT T, BNP [JIBIEIRA T AR X —%2 R LN E2RT 720
JIEHEREZEZ 5 & Lz, [ 97]

5.1.3 2018 4. BNP OfEEEZE ThHH I LA « 7 (Khaleda Zia) 2 7EREAEE TR
ﬁéﬂt[WE%-%'NMO%EWE@§Uﬁ'7%VV[hmmemm
(T DORF) bIGIETHIRHR AT, T o R E CEFER 2072 UE
101, GERIIE, [BURRIEMEIC iéﬁ%z’»%t‘ =, WY 22R), b X
BRERZESOWRSIIHT HRETIE, IFIEHEHRNS, BNP OFFF
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/921445/Bangladesh-Political_parties_and_affiliation-CPIN.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/921445/Bangladesh-Political_parties_and_affiliation-CPIN.pdf
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FlIINVY - 7577 =)« f AT L+ 775X/ [Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir]
LENTWD DEE 102],

KIMEDFEMITE L 2 HTe > T TES U,

7 IRBC [Z7 =V —[E% [BGD106255.E] : X755 2FHER (BNP) (2017
HF~20194E5 A) ] (201945 H 22 H)

6. YR L BHEAERB I UZEEDOEH

BHDOSTERDS, N 7T T v 2 OBURAIZET) (ACLED, 2018 411 H 9 H ;
EU. 20174 12 A, 26 H) &%z (EU, 2017 4E 12 A, 26 H) 12 X o THEA T
LA LR LTS, 20184 1 AN 11 A D], Odhikar IZERRIR I ORER &
LCHEE 79 N L AlEH 3,826 AN%&iték L7=, (Odhikar, 2018 4512 H 9 H, 4 H)
AREEORFMIHIFI O T, SRR NS LG oIz, BT LR b ER%E A
DFBH LT TE o7,

A —A ~Z U 7O DFAT 1%, BUATESIT “KEBGE CTH D AL & BNP OO R4
DR L > TR T oD EE LTS (A—ARZ U7, 2018 22 H 2
H. B 3.52), ACLED (Z XX, N7 T 7 v =i, R CrESEFRM 72 [AL]
EA AT LB EEOTHERBETFENZ [BNP] &9 2 KECGEORE S A2 %371
BRI U7ZBURI ZKBUE ERMNES L, e TR TEMAY /2R 0R I L
W5, (ACLED, 2018411 H 9 H)

[ SIS 61T, 12 K (BUR) 7 uy 7 BOEWKED ., BEIZERIZD
RINDAERBORMMNEOREZ L5 L C& ) L3345 (ACLED, 2018 4
11 H9H),

A XV AOHFMET —T 4 7 1E ALEZRND Y = A 7 « ~"TTEHR Lk
10 45/, 1TEC B2 BRIV, BNP &2 OffkE 590, GESCA T 4 7 O
BREZRDAAT ME D SENO/NIWPRRI oA AT A EREBZEH L, 20
XE S EE O] ERLTWD (T—FT 47>, 2018412 H 31 H), b =2—~
Yo TAY - Uty T, 2018 DO HPRFIZET D 2019 FFOFEREEDOH T,
N7 TT7 v 2 TIERIIRGT 260, JLHeY7e b 02 HET 2k LWIERY i
D BFNTNWDEHIAT S (Ea—~vy - T4V - Ut yTF, 2019 4F 1 A 17
H) o ZU—=FL - NTAF 20174 (T —=F L7 201841 H 4 H)
20184 (7Y —H L A 201941 H 31 H) IZBNP DA /3= Y {7
SEEN LR BE T E WA L TWD,

WIEIZ L D &, YRIEEEEEZ 72 2018 4F 12 HIZ BNP OAX Y = 71 F &
PASH L 7= (Al Jazeera, 2018 4= 12 H 29 H ; AFP, 2018 4F 12 H 22 H ; The Daily
Star, 201812 A 21 H), V=7 Y%A F LOR@EY 227V ICHET L L0
HENSWVESNEOHREL H D (Al Jazeera, 2018 4= 12 H 29 H ; The Daily
Star, 2018 4F 12 H 21 H), BNPIZ L5 &, PAHITEX =2V 7 ¢ LOBHE ST
W5 & AFP I3#H U T\ 5 (AFP, 2018 412 H 22 H),
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https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=457789&pls=1
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=457789&pls=1
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YRIEBNPIC L DG, BE, KEORBEHIT TS LERMT2EH®1H 5
(US. 201943 A 13 H., 20 X—<" ; Odhikar, 2018 47 A 1 H. E&¥% 20, 22;
F—AKZ VT, 201842 H 2 H, B 3.54), Odhikar O35 KX, 2018 &
1 H)D 6 oot Mg L 5ag 2 o 3— 1k 2EAHC BNP 23 H L7 FEFn
RS, 26, BAEE), N A M AMOHE, ©F7EAFE 2 K8 L, Bk L7
(Odhikar, 201847 H 1 H, E¥%22), kNI, L FOFIZZITF T\ 5,
KEEBEE O 2018 FEBIAMEREZICLH L, IBNPIX3 A 11, 19, 29 HIZH
v CHEEREZBET D OOHFEE (L4 EORE TlIEG SN0, K&
BIDOBGHTCOESBMAFF AT S /=) (US, 201943 A 13 H, 20 H), RF*IL,
20184E9 H 1 HIZHX v h CTHEESZE, 9 A 10 HICAMO#EAEIES Z LiTxtd 5
[ASATOFR 578, Ay FORFICHE ANOZINE D [Ef S 7]
(US, 201943 A 13 H, 20 H),
Odhikar DFEIZ I DL, 201942 H 9 HIZHT T Yo H o Vi ToO BNP OES
WO X - CRLIE &7 (Odhikar, 2019454 A 17 H, 17 H),

KEO 2018 FEFIHEEDL . ENTHEO DA L N—0BIE BRI T
W5 &L, BNP O @E@EiBA Ry — R+ 77 A K [Moudud Ahmed] 73 2018 -2
2 EHEICESESN, [FEXCAHERIOEKEZIR-720 , WEEDO A X MIH
MU=V T2 ENTERL ooz Tna (US, 201943 A 13 H,
2 H) BEDOAT 47 H 2018 4F 6 H (New Age, 2018 4F 6 H 20 H ; Dhaka Tribune,
20186 A 17 H) & 8 A (New Age. 2018 4£ 8 H 19 H ; UNB, 2018 /=8 H 18
H) DAL Rwv—FK+«77AK [Moudud Ahmed) DEGEE|ZDUWTHfizt TN 5,

F—A FZ U7 ® DFAT |Z, BNP OBEIRCA =3 E % FH I S 7o 61 %

R L CVD ) &35 (A—ARZ U7, 201842 H 2 H, B%5.20), REZE
ORFFEPEFI O T, HERB SR LB ORIZ, BT &2 EHmE RoT 5
ZEiETE R,

LoNDOERHT, LT LY BNP A A A—Txt L TEBOINEESR [HDH WL

HEFEE) (ba—~r s T4V - Ut vF 201942 A 8 H)] BNMTbitTwn
% e L, BRI NT AP ILIREERIF IS0, AR, ESMIW 22 & 2FICET D

(US, 201943 HI3H, 1I0H; Ea—~ 2 T4V - UAvF 201942 H 8
H). KED 2018 FEFREGZR LD L. T[2018 4111 H 7 H, BNP %, s
RIFENFITH L CH S 7z T2RZEE4:] o) A b & LT 1,046 453D U A b
ZEARFFICEEE L7=) (US, 201943 H 13 H, 10 H), Odhikar O 512 L,
2018 4E 11 A, #2132 I X T [BNP & Vv ~— h®D 600 ADEgHs - {EEZE
Z 13 EOLRZE R TERF L. S HICNY BTl BNP & 0RO 87 A
DO L IEENZ & 2 O FE CTREFF L7= (Odhikar, 2018 4F 12 A 9 H, Et¥% 4),
KE D 2018 4EHF#ZZX. TBNP 2N Dhaka Tribune #RZH2HE L 725071 LA,

[2018 %] 9 H 1 H2 5 11 H 14 HE T, BNP A U /N— (2K LT 4429 FLITEB
W 434975 RO FETFR H o7 LT 5 (US, 201943 A 13 H, 9 H,
ALY IIRIFIRLDEE),
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BHOBRIPLJHZ LD BNP A R_R— Fpg O 2 fs L g (7Y —
A2 e N7 A 201941 H 31 B ; Odhikar, 2018 4512 4 9 H, B 8), BNP O
FRFEO TRKEFH#H] (OMCT, 201843 A 22 H), &5\ I BNP (OMCT, 2018
3 A 22 H) XRFOBEMEE EORIHROBEIHCIEEE [$F A O

(Odhikar, 2018 4£7 A 7 H. Bt 20) ICEK&T51HH Y H 5, Odhikar IZ L5 &
2019 4= 3 H 26 A, 237 F0E B IS EE TS T NBKR L T) W= BNP &
HSOIEENS 12 A& # i L7- (Odhikar, 20194E4 A 17 H., 18 H), AEIZE DR
HIHIFI O C, HERNSIR UIZER OIS, BT LR DERE LT D52 LI
TERDoTz, KED 2018 FEERIHREEICL D &, MELIFEEIRE E TORIC
#J 435,000 AD BNP A U N—ZFIFHFRICERH D & L, REFDL kL
7o NEBEERIREHREIX, RO OFRROZ L DEIANEKIC L2 b0 TH S &
FiEL72) (US, 201943 A 13 H, 27 H),

Odhikar 1%, 2018 FFIZH#E & 7= BNP JLak CES T T 2O MEBR Lz RE L, £
OHIZIX AL (Odhikar, 2018 45 12 H 9 H, E&% 18, 19) %42 (Odhikar, 2018
12 A 9 H, Be¥% 8 ; Odhikar, 2018 4E 7 H 1 H, B 23) 22 EICLsb b4
b, REEOREBOHERIOR T, AERNPSR LUZERoPIC, BT LD
BEWME RO D2 LI TE oz,

Odhikar X, BNP A /X —DFHME L O FEXFH 2 WME L TV 5D,

FHROB UL T2 LiuX, [2018 4£] 5 H 22 H. Netrokona TF ¥ b7 « ¥/

[Chhatra Dal, BNP OFA4 %] OTEHIZE Amjad Hossain 23, 5 A 27 HIZ Jhenaidah
TV a7« #)V [JuboDal, BNP OFHFME] @ U — 4 —Rafiqul Islam 23, & 72
L DI ORRYE L T o Te, Z 0 X 5 7B | BUARI 2B Tt O FFE - 15 )
FEPRE ST & BNP IXEIE L7, (Odhikar, 2018 4F7 A 1 H, E&¥% 10)

AREE ORI O T T, AERNSRR LGt oz, BZiHT &2 a1EHm%
BOTDZ LT TE o7,

ba—<r T4 « U vFid, BNP OXFEZE T A L\ — Dok
BEOFEFIZHEZELLTND (BEa—~<r T4V U4 vF 201845 H 16 H),
Odhikar (%, 2018 4F 11 A2 ¥ = Y —/LHiX® BNP U — % —Abu Bakar Siddiqui 73
BEX O ZRDDIZOICE y DATH TEBIAT AR L 720 . B RISEEN
FREIN-Z LT TS (Odhikar, 2018 4512 H 9 H, E&% 10), [RIEREEIC
EB & T NEHITHEID XA U N—|ZHICREE LTZ] & BNP A 23— 3 Fk
L. BNP A U= TAT->CTh, NI T 6>/ &9 (Odhikar,
2018 4F 12 H 9 B, EtP510), ARIZEORFEMHKOF T, FHERNSM LG
DOHIZ, BT ERDERERDIT L LILTE o7,

T IRBC 7=V —[FE% [BGD105262.E] : XV 755 2 BiREEW (BNP).

A, #eEB, W B LW EFE, JREY. BIEMHRR LB S HRICKDHHEB L

ZEHEOEH (20124E9 A~20154E) ] (2015458 A 31 A)

15


https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=456079&pls=1
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=456079&pls=1
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1.1 ARk & B o T

BNP O U =7 A KTk, wOMIL, by FThHDETEEZESOIEEDITIC
HoHLIEHEN TG, HIKREERDA L AR—2L > GEH SN HUTEES N
Ho, MXEEST, HIRNOMASCH E WS TR LNLVOEES T D H
fEMRH 5, (BNP, n.d.b)

BUTZ B OMK, &H, BT 25 ®2 L. Wl 235> T
X, MEHRERA~DEZE BGD104933] 25D = L,

HBICL DL, BNP OEREEFIILLTOEY Th b,

HUH DT JLEHT BNP RFE, 1991~1996 435 L TY 2001 4EHC & 5%
w7- (BBC, 201441 A 3 H ; BNP, n.db ; PHW, 2014 4,114 H) ;

AV =<, EREEERE (FE 115H; 74— AU —h -« Py —
JFu 20151 H 12 H)

ISP« TF I TN e £ AT AT T AF)L [Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir], #
=& (PHW, 2014 4,115 H ; BBC, 201541 H 6 H),

1.2 RHEBIZET5XEICONT

BNP OHFIZIX, HEHFBICOWTUTO LI ICRENTWS,

R

5.(a) WwEOEK

18 Lh LD 75 7o 2 ERITHECH AR O—%% B (primary member) (272
D2 ENTE D, BEAEIEL SEME, B, FHlOET 255 LTl b7,

—SEBIZ 72 2121E, BRI 1, R Ta) ICHDHFEFICRHAT DL, 20
AL, WHEEINCH D, O TORERFITRD bNRVN, AFTE 2
Lraid, R ZEIR L TR BHGE T2 2 Lo b s,

FRRDRET O T DI Z IR I N6, Gl & U TARANERR (BlE 1, £ Tkha))
HIET DHERND D,

AL, EEEICOWTE S X FTF = - X4 (BDT) [ 0.09 4
He RUV] ThD, WRIZR- T2t OFEMEEIL, SBDT THDH, HENLDORE
(FBEINE Ll SR ITZME S, BENEIROTREZFNLH SN D,

Ak DFEL [upazila] F 721X [thana] FHFTIL, KBABLZRET D, X o b
DS IFEBERTIL, BHNZES T, EKRE. THRRA L ZOEFTEZRE T D,
(BNP, n.d.a)

BNP & BRED MBI IS Ffoe & (TP T 2 1FHIE. AREIZEDOREEAHIKI O H1 T
HWERPZRLUTZERORIZEST D Z ENTE 2o T,

2. JREIZOWT

Wi ma—RAGE [Z oD« 7—VYx] ®2154FE7 ADLFIZL D L. BNP NES
THMBIER > TEY | EORL-VLOEEEOM T NREER] CREROIL L2
&5 L9 (Dhaka Courier, 201547 A 30 H), FEMIZR L TR0, v 7
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T TV a2 DO NMHEBEEE ) & L C AR FE OB & #E 217> T2 (Odhikar,
201447 A 1 B, 2 H) Odhikar (2 X % 2014 4 7 H O AMHEEAR A EIC LA,
2014 4 1 ANS 6 HORIZ BNP WEROXLT 2 ADNET L, 129 ABNEE LT

(A k. 12 B), KEEBE O 2014 =R AMEHR S I X, BNP NHEC 13 £
DFEITEENFEEL, 3 AN, 83 ABAME L (US, 201546 A 25 H, 3
H), REEHTIE 5T, #00F TBURREE S W5 K0 &, JLFRITA LD
TWBZENRLZW] LT D ([AE), 201547 A, Odhikar 1%, 201541 A
226 6 ADRINZ, BNP NORNEIIZLY 1| AN L, 69 A0NAE LIZ L @itk
LTWd (A k. 20154, 2 H),

FEANIIOR LTV, 2015 4E 7 BIZAR SN E#HR T, BNP O [—fH 0
WENHEY LT ALIC AT 5 EFL L7 (Jane's Intelligence Review, 2015 47 A 2
H ; Dhaka Courier, 201547 H 9 H).,

A4 IRBC [Z7 =V —[H% [BGDI0493.E] : XU T FF v a : XU T F3F v aRiE
FEH% (BNP) EEEMABE (N IFF L 2 BREZBEER) O IEE
DL L4 (2010 E~201448 H) | (201448 A 15 H)

1. BNP Ok & #UTZ B/

Abu Salah Md. Yousuf [1] (2L % RV 7 IF v 20N  igSHRETEEICE
A EAE, G, %E) & B S 3725w )Y International Journal of South Asian Studies
[2]17° 5 HiR S 41, BNP OFERRIAH] 2 <9 #H#& X 2 #E T 5 (Yousuf, 2010 4 7-
12 A, 21 H), AEZFIZIZ, EOMEEKO 2 v — 2[5 5,

Xy 71T BNP DU = 7% A MBI LTV D BNP ORI, 5 ORI
it L, TEEREIEXN G L REASEHERT S [3]&5Ei# L TWw5D (BNP, 2009
12 A 8 H. 6 (a)tH), BNP HifiD a v —% | AKEZIZHA TS, BNP I DH
6 HIZIX, HOF LV DOEERT L OB bIHE I TS (AL, 6 3H),
BNP #if)TlE, MG L~V D iEs & FITEE R ORI DN T, LT L 9
FLIk TV D,

Q) MAWBES LU ASITERS HMAW#ESIE. MATOT R TORETT
FEEDA U N—THRIND, ZOWHERIL. ZOA L NN—=b 2O
14, BIaR34, BER 14, EFRSFE 24, Hltir® 1 4, Aikbars
HitE 2 40, JRHErE 1 4, FERE 1A, S 1 AZB0RERKR T ADRA N —
T, MABITEESZ®RNT 5, BB [upazila]l E£721XX lthana] ZESNZ OEE
ShERT D, (A E, 6(b) (3)H),

N T ITFL 2DBIEEEME L, AT TIFva0RETR, TTF A, B
TR EEIZ BT 2 BLHIGRH A O R R R A 1T 5 KETEF 0BG F# 1T, &R & O
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Hindus

3.42 Most Hindus are ethnically and linguistically Bengali and are not physically
distinguishable from the majority Muslim population (many ethnic Bengalis also live in
India, for example in West Bengal). Hindus can be identified by their dress including
the wearing of red string on their wrists, certain bangles, bindis (a dot between the
eyebrows, known as ‘teep’ in Bangladesh), and sindoor — red colour placed in the hair

of a married woman. Hindus are found throughout the country and are a majority in a
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small number of areas. DFAT understands that there are large Hindu populations in the
south, east and north of the country, but reliable figures are not available and
demographic trends are subject to change. Census data shows that the number of
Hindus (and other religious minorities) is falling over time.

3.43 In October 2021, anti-Hindu violence, sparked by allegations that Hindus had
disrespected the Quran, led to at least four deaths, scores of injuries and more than 680
arrests. According to media reports and sources, a 35-year-old Muslim man placed a
copy of the Quran in a Hindu temple during the festival of Durga Puja, and
inflammatory messages were posted on social media, which led to the widespread
antiHindu riots. At least 10 of the 64 national districts experienced violence, with the
worst violence occurring in and around Dhaka. Muslim protesters attacked Hindu
temples and places of worship. A Hindu group told the New York Times that at least 17
Hindu temples had been attacked and vandalised. Similar violence that targeted Hindu
homes and temples occurred in 2016 and was fuelled by alleged blasphemous posts by a
Hindu that were probably faked, spread on social media, especially Facebook.

3.44 After the 2021 violence Prime Minister Hasina condemned the attacks and told media
that Hindus were Bangladeshi citizens whom the state would protect. Hasina’s
comments are consistent with the AL’s secular principles, and some sources told DFAT
that they believed that the government’s sentiments about religious pluralism were
sincere. Opinions are mixed: one source claimed that police did not effectively protect
Hindus and that those who committed violence had done so with impunity, while
another source told DFAT that police in general are responsive to anti-Hindu sentiment
and protect Hindus. Some sources told DFAT that the violence was ‘not a surprise’ and
that some Hindus feel unsafe all the time. Another pointed to about 20 different
incidents of anti-Hindu violence over the last ten years. The government provides

security personnel during religious festivals for all religious minorities.

3.45 The 2021 violence is not the first time that communal violence has affected the Hindu
community. In the lead-up to and following the 2014 elections, Jamaat-e-Islami activists
launched a wave of attacks against the Hindu community, killing more than two dozen,
destroying hundreds of homes and businesses, and displacing thousands. In the
aftermath of the violence, the High Court ruled that law enforcement agencies had
‘seriously failed’ to protect members of vulnerable groups, including Hindus. The
government responded by providing assistance to victims and helping communities
restore religious and private property damaged in the violence. The 2018 election was

not characterised by such communal violence.

3.46 As noted in the section on recent history, Islamist militant groups, including some
claiming links with the Islamic State terrorist organisation, conducted a number of
small-scale localised attacks against minority religious and social groups across the
country between January 2013 and mid-2016. These attacks killed or seriously injured

several Hindus. Police were despatched to protect temples and clergy in response to the
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attacks and to death threats made by militants. Bangladeshi authorities conducted
extensive counterterrorism operations in response. These operations have reduced the
capability of militant groups but have not eliminated the risk of further attacks.

3.48 As with some other minority groups, Hindus claim that they have been subjected to
‘land grabbing’, the forcible taking of land through violence or confected legal
proceedings. A desire to ‘grab’ land may be a factor in communal violence (for
example, violence is fomented under the pretext of religious hatred where the actual
motivation is taking land), but mostly the intolerance is genuine and the main

motivation.

4 @RKENHE EHBSREUCER/ —b N I5Fva i REA~A/ VT4

BLOERRE . 3.0 (202243 A)

a. State treatment: general

2.4.6 The law provides for the prosecution of offences committed against places of worship
such as criminal damage and trespassing, and offences committed against individuals due
to their religion, such as intentional insulting words or behaviour. However, there are
examples of these laws and those under the Digital Security Act (which carries a sentence
upon conviction of up to 10 years imprisonment), being used to arrest and detain those
allegedly speaking out against or insulting the principles of Islam. For example, in 2019,
a Hindu man was accused of posting blasphemous content on Facebook and arrested and
detained under the DSA, in 2021, a 17-year-old Hindu girl was arrested and detained for
a Facebook post critical of Islam and in 2020, a Sufi Muslim musician was arrested and
detained for criticising Islam on YouTube. The DSA has reportedly encouraged non-state
actors to target and pursue cases against individuals from varying backgrounds, platforms
and religions suspected of blasphemy (see Penal code, Blasphemy / religious
defamation and Atheists /and secularists).

b. State treatment of Hindus

2.4.11 In general, Hindus are able to express and practise their faith freely throughout
Bangladesh, including at established temples. Hindus are historically affected by land
appropriation through the Vested Property Act — which allowed the government to
confiscate property from persons it deems as an enemy of the state. Despite laws allowing
for the return of, or compensation for, seized property, a large percentage of claims remain
unresolved or have been denied by government officials, and ‘land grabs’ and forced

evictions are reported to continue (though the extent of which is not clear) despite the
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Vested Property Act no longer existing, due to lack of documentation proving ownership
(see Land appropriation).

2.4.12 Hindus in Bangladesh may face instances of local state discrimination in relation to
land ownership. However, in general, the treatment of Hindus by the state is not
sufficiently serious by its nature and/or repetition, or by an accumulation of various
measures, to amount to persecution or serious harm. The onus is on the person to

demonstrate otherwise. Each case must be considered on its own facts and merits.

h. Societal treatment of Hindus

2.4.31 In general, Hindus are able to express and practise their faith freely throughout
Bangladesh without facing harassment. However, they face some abuses, including by
Islamic religious extremists, such as vandalism to temples and homes, physical violence,
threats and harassment and rape and abduction of Hindu women and girls (see Societal

treatment and inter-religious relations — Overview and Hindus).

2.4.32 Hindus, their property, and places of worship face targeted attacks, either committed
or incited by Islamists, particularly during heightened political tensions, during election
periods and during the October 2021 Durga Puja religious festival. In October 2021, after
a Hindu man was accused of desecrating the Holy Qur’an, communal violence broke out
when Islamists attacked Hindus and their places of worship, resulting in hundreds of
Hindus becoming injured and at least two being killed. Hindus are also affected by land
seizures, which have been a factor in some attacks (see Societal treatment and inter-
religious relations — Overview, Hindus and Land appropriation).

5.7 Land appropriation

5.7.1 The USSD IRF report 2020 noted that, ‘The Restoration of Vested Property Act allows
the government to return property confiscated from individuals, mostly Hindus, whom it
formerly declared enemies of the state. In the past, authorities used the act to seize
property abandoned by minority religious groups, especially Hindus, who fled the
country, particularly following the Indo-Pakistani War of 1965’

5.7.2 The DFAT country report 2019 outlined how religious minorities have been affected
by the Vested Property Act:

‘Like other minorities, the Hindu community is disproportionately affected by historical

999

and continuing land appropriation (““land grabbing”’). During the 1965 war between
Pakistan and India, the then-Pakistani government designated Hindus as “enemies” and
many had their property seized under the Enemy Property Act (1965). The Vested
Properties Return (Amendment) Act (2011) allowed Hindus to apply for the return of, or

compensation for, property seized under the 1965 Act. However, Hindu communities and
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advocacy organisations have complained that the Act is too narrowly defined, and the
application process cumbersome and convoluted. In June 2016, an NGO representing
organisations with claims for property returns alleged that government officials tasked
with reviewing claims were denying them even when required documentation was in
order, or were classifying properties as state-owned and therefore not eligible for return.
The NGO reported that 70 per cent of all claims remained unresolved four years after the
enactment of the 2011 Act.’

5.7.3 The USSD IRF report 2020 detailed:

‘According to the Ministry of Land’s 2018-2019 report, the most recent figures available,
as of 2018, authorities had adjudicated 26,791 of 114,749 property-restitution cases filed
under the Restoration of Vested Property Act. Of these judgments, the owners, primarily
Hindus, won 12,190 of the cases, recovering 10,255 acres of land, while the government
won the remaining 14,791 cases. Media reports, rights activists, and the BHBCUC
attributed the slow return of land seized under relevant legislation from Hindus who had
left for India to judicial inefficiency and
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