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5.5.4 The article continued, with reference to forced marriages by the Taliban:

A statement bearing the militant group’s insignia was shared widely on social media,
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calling for religious leaders in the captured districts in Badakhshan and Takhar to refer
girls older than 15 and widows younger than 45 to the “Mujahideen Cultural

Commission”.

“These sisters will be married to the [Taliban fighters] and taken to Waziristan [in
Pakistan] to be returned to Islam”, implying that women would be forced to adhere to the
insurgents' religious edicts. ‘While Taliban members have denied accusations of forced
marriage, calling them “baseless” and “propaganda”, women activists across the country
are reporting such stories.

““Women are being married off as sexual slaves — this would be the term I would use,”
said Pashtana Durrani, an education activist from Kandahar province in the south, where
she has encountered similar cases.’

A DIS [T I7H=ARZ YV  IGRIRUDOEEDE, BEEARCENIZ S NEZBA~
DEEE | EASO COL R—Z)L (202149 A 10 H)

DIS #4513, # U N ERREIE & OFRFIFE 2OV T, Foreign Polic X° RFE/RL ™

HESELZFI AL, ROXIITHERTWET,

There have been reports of the Taliban imposing strict rules regarding women in newly
captured districts across the country. In Balkh province, the Taliban have distributed leaflets
among the local population, declaring that women cannot leave their home without a male
companion (mahram) nor without wearing a hijab. Similar reports have come out of Faryab
and Jawzjan provinces. There have also been reports of women being forced to marry
Taliban fighters prior to the conquest of Kabul. The well-informed journalist interviewed
for this report stated that in some cases these women have been under-age but he has not

been able to verify these pieces of information.
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The man, who the BBC is not naming, says he has had messages saying his sister - who

is under 13 - will be taken and married to a Taliban fighter.

Speaking to BBC Radio 4's Today programme, the Chevening scholar said the Taliban
had told him and his mother that his sister would be taken for marriage within a month.

(2) ZINRUEREBIZX D FRIRFRIZICEEE L /- /S0 5k


https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/denmark/PLib/afghanistan_targetedindiv_final-2.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/denmark/PLib/afghanistan_targetedindiv_final-2.pdf
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/07/23/afghanistan-taliban-women-gender/
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-repression-afghan-women/31358597.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-58731008
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5.5.10 Journalist Amie Ferris-Rotman of The Fuller Project, a non-profit news room
reporting on women, tweeted on 16 August 2021 that, ‘Over the past hour, several Afghan
female friends in Kabul told me the Taliban are in their neighbourhoods, going house to
house, looking for women in govt [government] and media, making lists. One sent me a
photo from her living room showing armed Talibs outside.’

5.5.11 Another former Afghanistan-based reporter tweeted to claim that ‘Young and
educated Afghan women tell me they are burning their degree certificates and diplomas,

so that they won't be targeted by the Taliban fighters going door to door.’
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Hollie McKay, writing in The Dallas Morning News said that after the takeover of Kabul
last week, the Taliban have been going house-to-house in the country, looking for women

and girls over 15 for marriage.

"But pain and invisibility are not all these incredibly brave activist fears. She told me the
Taliban have been going house-to-house, looking for women and girls over 15 for marriage.
A month ago, insurgent members arrived on the doorstep of her friend's home in
Badakhshan, which fell to the group several months ago, looking for young brides. Fariha
told me the story she heard from her friend," said McKay.

"They were saying that they are the saviours, the guards of Islam, the liberators of the
West," Fariha said in a tiny but firm voice. "They asked one father to give over his daughters
as wives. They said one of the Taliban is a mullah, and they must make an engagement for
him."

Only the request, as told to Fariha, was a rhetorical one. There was no choice. The

unmarried 21-year-old was taken away in the dead of night.
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Taliban leaders have publicly pledged to be magnanimous in victory, assuring
government officials, troops and the people of Afghanistan that they have nothing to fear as
ever larger swaths of the country fall under their control.

But Afghans pouring into Kabul and those still in Taliban-held areas say they have
witnessed unprovoked attacks on civilians and executions of captured soldiers. In addition,
they say, Taliban commanders have demanded that communities turn over unmarried
women to become wives for their fighters.
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Taliban fighters are going door-to-door and forcibly marrying girls as young as 12 and
forcing them into sex slavery as they seize vast swathes of the Afghanistan from government
forces.
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In the days after the Taliban arrived in her village, the militant group started imposing

draconian rules, particularly ones that restrict women’s freedom.

“The Taliban asked to marry our daughters to them. They said if a house had two
daughters, at least one should be given in marriage to the Taliban,” said Gulpari, who has

two daughters aged 13 and 15.

“In our district, [the Taliban] also put out an announcement in the mosque so that
everyone can voluntarily list their daughters,” said Rabia, an older woman living in the same
camp as Gulpari.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1030391/AFG_CPIN_Fear_of_the_Taliban__1_.pdf
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The day after Mazar-i-Sharif, the provincial capital of Balkh province, fell to the Taliban
on 14 August, gunmen came for Raihana’s* six-year-old daughter.

Widowed when her husband was murdered by Taliban forces in 2020, Raihana had been
raising her child as a single mother. After her husband’s death she had fought her in-laws
for custody of her daughter and won, thanks to the rights she had under Afghan civil law —
which state that single women can keep their children if they can provide for them
financially.

Now, with her city in Taliban hands, Raihana was alone.

“The day after the fall of Mazar-i-Sharif, my brother in-law showed up at my father’s
house, where I lived, with Taliban fighters demanding to give them my daughter,”

Raihana told the Guardian. Raihana was lucky. She and her daughter were not at home
when the armed men arrived. As soon as she heard, she took her child and fled Mazar-i-
Sharif for Kabul.
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Sooma’s world was upended when Herat’s defenses crumbled on August 13 and the
Taliban drove into town, seizing government offices and the police station. One fighter
began to threaten her, she explained in an interview. “He threatened to rape me and kill my
children if I would not marry him,” she said, her voice trembling. “He persisted and I had
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https://thediplomat.com/2021/10/the-talibans-forced-marriages/
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no choice in the matter. He forced me to marry in September with a mullah’s consent.”

What is most disturbing to Afghan women and international human rights advocates,
however, is mounting anecdotal evidence that the Taliban is allowing its own fighters to use
threats of violence to interpret already harsh traditional terms of marriage to satisfy their

own personal desires.
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The Taliban have argued in the past that “arranging marriages” for widows like Sooma is
for the good of society and the children living with single mothers.

What is most disturbing to Afghan women and international human rights advocates,
however, is mounting anecdotal evidence that the Taliban is allowing its own fighters to use
threats of violence to interpret already harsh traditional terms of marriage to satisfy their
own personal desires.
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