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2.2.1 Sri Lanka is a majority-Buddhist country. Religious minorities, mainly Hindus,

Muslims and Christians, account for a little over 30% of the population (about 7 million
people). The largest religious minority group are Hindus (15% of the population), who are
mainly Tamils and are strongly present in the Northern, Eastern, Central, Sabragamuwa and
Uva provinces; Muslims (8% of the population) are mainly present in Ampara, Batticaloa
and Trincomalee in the east, and Mannar and Puttalam in the west; and Christians (8% of
the population) are mainly present in Eastern, Northern, North-western and Western

provinces (see Religious demography).
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4 @CIA |World Facthbook -Sri Lanka| (202042 A 17 AHE)

TBUR -

E %t H : President Gotabaya RAJAPAKSA (since 18 November 2019); note - the
president is both chief of state and head of government; Prime Minister Mahinda
RAJAPAKSA (since 21 November 2019)

B’ EHE R . Gotabaya RAJAPAKSA elected president; percent of vote - Gotabaya
RAJAPAKSA (SLPP) 52.2%, Sajith PREMADASA (UNP) 42%, other 5.8%

SEIERT

FLBH : unicameral Parliament (225 seats; 196 members directly elected in multi-seat
constituencies by proportional representation vote using a preferential method in which
voters select 3 candidates in order of preference; remaining 29 seats allocated to other
political parties and groups in proportion to share of national vote; members serve 5-year

terms)
&2 : last held on 17 August 2015 (next to be held by August 2020)

REHER © percent of vote by coalition/party - UNFGG 45.7%, UPFA 42.4%, JVP 4.9%,
TNA 4.6%, SLMC 0.4%, EPDP 0.3% other 1.7%; seats by coalition/party UNFGG 106,
UPFA 95, TNA 16, JVP 6, SLMC 1, EPDP 1; composition - men 214, women 11, percent

of women 4.9%
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3.3 Rajapaksa government (November 2019- )

3.3.1 On 17 November 2019 former wartime defence chief Gotabaya Rajapaksa won the
presidential election with 52.25% of the vote. Votes in the election were divided along
ethnic and religious lines with Rajapaksa securing more votes in Sinhalese majority areas
while his opponent Sajith Premadasa did better in the Tamil-dominated north6 .

3.3.3 On 21 November 2019 BBC news reported that minority groups were worried about
the return of the Rajapaksa brothers, with the report further adding that ‘Gotabaya
Rajapaksa wasted little time in releasing a statement saying he would be a leader for all

those who voted for him as well as those who did not. But at his own swearing-in he made
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2.

clear he was disappointed he hadn't got the "support he expected" from the minorities.
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7 @IRBC 7 =) —[HZZ& [LKA200592.E] : Sri Lanka: Political situation and
Rajapaksa regime, including trends in political culture; situation and treatment of
returnees, including failed asylum seekers (August 2019- April 2021)] (2021 ££ 4
A 19 H)

1.1 Overview

The January 2021 annual report by Human Rights Watch (HRW), covering the events of
2020, notes that, following the election of Gotabaya Rajapaksa as president in November
2019, "[flundamental human rights protections in Sri Lanka came under serious jeopardy"
(HRW 13 Jan. 2021, 625). The same source reports that "[hJuman rights defenders, victims
of past abuses, lawyers, and journalist[s] faced intimidation and surveillance from
government security forces. Muslims and Tamils faced discrimination and threats" (HRW
13 Jan. 2021, 625). An August 2020 article by Alan Keenan, a visiting fellow at the London
School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) Centre for Women, Peace and Security

and a senior consultant for International Crisis Group, states that "[t]he first nine months of



https://refugeestudies.jp/
https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/area/srilanka/data.html
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=458324&pls=1
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=458324&pls=1
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=458324&pls=1

AV Z % 202146 H 28 H OHERAFSE 7 +— T A https://refugeestudies.jp/

Gotabaya's presidency ha[ve] seen a concerted attack on the rule of law and the
independence of the police and judiciary" (Keenan 12 Aug. 2020). A February 2021
Amnesty International report on the repression of dissent in Sri Lanka between November
2019 and January 2021, based on interviews with human rights defenders, lawyers and
journalists as well as media reports and case files, states that in the year after the new
government assumed power, it "escalated" a "crackdown on dissent" into a "full assault"; "a
climate of fear and censorship has quickly expanded around the country, targeting key
voices critical of the government and human rights defenders" (Amnesty International 17
Feb. 2021, 4). The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
annual report on reconciliation, accountability, and human rights in Sri Lanka published in
February 2021 notes that "developments over the past year have fundamentally changed the
environment for advancing reconciliation, accountability and human rights in Sri Lanka,
eroded democratic checks and balances and civic space, and permitted the resurfacing of a

dangerous exclusionary and majoritarian discourse" (UN 9 Feb. 2021, 1).

4 @HRW [U— )L FLAE—FK2021- A5 %] (202141 8 13 H)

Fundamental human rights protections in Sri Lanka came under serious jeopardy
following Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s election as president in November 2019. In February 2020,
Sri Lanka withdrew its commitments to truth seeking, accountability, and reconciliation
made at the United Nations Human Rights Council in 2015.

Human rights defenders, victims of past abuses, lawyers, and journalists, faced
intimidation and surveillance from government security forces. Muslims and Tamils faced

discrimination and threats.

7 @HRW [U— /L FLAE—12020-2Y 5% (20204£1 A 14 H)

On April 21, Easter Sunday, Islamist suicide bombers attacked churches and hotels in
Colombo and two other cities, killing over 250 women, men, and children and injuring
hundreds more. For the following four months, the government imposed a state of
emergency. Hundreds were detained without charge under the Prevention of Terrorism
Act. Anti-Muslim mobs, sometimes linked to nationalist politicians, and incited by
extremist Buddhist monks, attacked Muslim property. Mainstream and social media vilified
Sri Lankan Muslims and asylum-seekers, putting them at risk of assault.

In November, Gotabaya Rajapaksa was elected president. As defence secretary in the
administration of his brother, Mahinda Rajapaksa from 2005-2015, he was accused of
numerous crimes, including attacks on journalists and activists, and implicated in alleged

war crimes and crimes against humanity.
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On April 21, suicide bombs killed 258 individuals. The attacks were the responsibility of

the National Thowheed Jamath (NTJ), members of which had sworn allegiance to the
Islamic State. The following day the government declared an emergency under the Public
Security Ordinance, deployed the armed forces domestically, and gave them arrest authority.
During the emergency the government banned three Islamist organizations: the NTJ,
Jamathe Millathe Ibrahim, and Vilayath As Seylani. The three Islamist groups remained
banned after the emergency expired on August 22. President Maithripala Sirisena
subsequently ordered the military to remain deployed across the country after the expiration
of the emergency, although no longer with arrest authority. President Rajapaksa in turn
extended the order on November 22.

Significant human rights issues included: unlawful killings by the government; torture by
government agents; sexual abuse; arbitrary detention by government entities; restrictions on
freedom of expression, including unjustified arrests of journalists and authors, and limited
social media blocking; widespread corruption; violence against lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and intersex (LGBTI) persons, and the criminalization of same-sex sexual
conduct.

Often police reportedly harassed civilians, often with impunity, although the government
took steps to investigate and prosecute some officials who committed human rights abuses.
The government did not implement a mechanism to hold accountable military and security
personnel accused of atrocities during the 1983 to 2009 civil war as called for in 2015 by
UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) Resolution 30/1.
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1.2 Political Appointments
According to an August 2020 Reuters article, President Rajapaksa appointed five

members of his family to cabinet and ministerial roles following his victory in the August
2020 parliamentary election (Reuters 13 Aug. 2020). An August 2020 Al Jazeera article
reports that 4 of Sri Lanka's 26 cabinet members belong to the Rajapaksa family (Al Jazeera
12 Aug. 2020). A February 2021 article by Nira Wickramasinghe, a professor and chair of
modern South Asian studies at Leiden University in the Netherlands, published in the
journal Asian Survey [1], indicates that three Rajapaksa brothers and two of their sons have
ministerial positions in the new government and that, in October 2020, another son became
Mahinda Rajapaksa's chief of staff (Wickramasinghe 1 Feb. 2021, 5). Sources report that
the President is in charge of the defence ministry and that Mahinda Rajapaksa, one of the
President's brothers, is prime minister and in charge of the ministries of finance, urban
development (Wickramasinghe 1 Feb. 2021, 1, 5; Al Jazeera 12 Aug. 2020), as well as
Buddhist affairs (Al Jazeera 12 Aug. 2020) or cultural affairs (Wickramasinghe 1 Feb. 2021,
1, 5). According to Al Jazeera, Chamal Rajapaksa, another of the President's brothers, is the
irrigation minister, and Namal Rajapaksa, the President's nephew, is the youth and sports
minister (Al Jazeera 12 Aug. 2020). The Al Jazeera article also indicates that one of the
Rajapaksa brothers' nephews, Shasheendra Rajapaksa, while not in the cabinet, has become



https://refugeestudies.jp/
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=458150&pls=1
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=458150&pls=1

AV Z % 202146 H 28 H OHERAFSE 7 +— T A https://refugeestudies.jp/

a state agriculture minister, and that President Rajapaksa has appointed his lawyer as justice
minister (Al Jazeera 12 Aug. 2020).

4 @IRBC [Z =V —[E%Z [LKA200300.E] : BiiGiR (B & ESICEE T 3158
ZEte) | (20204£8 H 18 H)

4. Post-Election Political Situation

Human Rights Watch (HRW) indicates that Sri Lankan security authorities have been
"stepping up surveillance, harassment, and threats against human rights activists and
journalists" since the November 2019 elections (HRW 3 Mar. 2020). Similarly, the New
Humanitarian, an independent non-profit news organization specialised in humanitarian
crises (The New Humanitarian n.d.), reports that rights groups have experienced "a rise in
surveillance by state security forces, threats, and other measures more common during the
country's ... civil war" (The New Humanitarian 10 June 2020). For instance, according to
the same source, families of disappeared people in the northern districts of Kilinochchi,
Mullaitivu and Vavuniya, who have been organizing a continuous sit-in protest, are
reporting being "increasingly monitored and threatened by security personnel," while being
pressured into agreeing to compensation for the loss of their family member, instead of
obtaining a complete investigation (The New Humanitarian 10 June 2020). Amnesty
International also indicates that officials from the Sri Lankan Police, including the Criminal
Investigation Department (CID), State Intelligence, and the Terrorism Investigation
Division (TID), also known as the Counter-Terrorism and Terrorism Investigation Division
(CTID), have been visiting or summoning human rights activists in order to ask about
"project activities, donors and funding information, registration and details of staff
members" (Amnesty International 16 Jan. 2020). In addition, police also searched the office
of a media organization, Newshub.lk, looking for [defamatory (Newshub.lk 27 Nov. 2019)]
content related to the new president (EconomyNext 26 Nov. 2019; Newshub.lk 27 Nov.
2019). HRW notes that police and intelligence officers are "instil[ing] fear in rights groups"
through visits to their offices during which they asked for "staff lists, home addresses, and
other personal details" (HRW 3 Mar. 2020). The same source reports statements by human
rights activists claiming to have experienced higher monitoring by intelligence and military
officers, with one activist's organization ceasing their activities as a result (HRW 3 Mar.
2020).
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6. Main Political Parties During the 2020 Legislative Elections
6.1 United National Party (UNP)

The UNP was founded in 1946 (Political Handbook of the World 2019, 16; Verité
Research Nov. 2017, 3). The Political Handbook of the World 2018-2019 describes the party
as democratic-socialist that "advocates a moderate line and the avoidance of a narrowly
'communal' posture" (Political Handbook of the World 2019, 16). In a report on Sri Lankan
political parties published in 2017, Verité Research indicates that the party was founded on
a "non-communal” basis, with a "pro-western anti-communist ideology" (Verité Research
Nov. 2017, 3). The same source indicates that the UNP has a market-oriented ideology, but
that it has "several key welfare initiatives" to its credit (Verité Research Nov. 2017, 4).

Sources report that the UNP was part of the National Democratic Front (NDF) coalition
that presented Maithripala Sirisena as a candidate for the 2015 presidential election
(Political Handbook of the World 2019, 16; Verité Research Nov. 2017, 16). According to
sources, during the 2015 legislative elections, the UNP was part of an informal coalition,
the United National Front for Good Governance (UNFGG) that won 106 seats (Political
Handbook of the World 2019, 16; Verité Research Nov. 2017, 7). The UNP then formed a
coalition government with a part of the SLFP (Political Handbook of the World 2019, 16;
Verité Research Nov. 2017, 7).

The CPA indicates that since the 2019 presidential election, the UNP has faced internal
divisions, such as "choosing the Opposition Leader and Party Leader, plans for contesting
the Parliamentary Election, the alliance and symbol" (CPA Mar. 2020, 5). The same source
further adds that a policy shift, distancing the party from its traditional electoral base,
appeared during the 2019 elections where the party candidate, Sajith Premadasa, was "more
aligned with aspects of Sinhala nationalist ideology and increased social welfare" (CPA Mar.
2020.5). -

£  @Verité Research [ Mapping Sri Lanka's Political Parties: Actors and Evolutions |
(2017411 A)

The UNP was founded as a non-communal party with a pro-western anti-communist
ideology.3 According to the party founder, D.S. Senanayake, the key objectives of the UNP
was to provide 1) freedom from poverty, 2) freedom from diseases, 3) freedom from
ignorance, 4) freedom from unemployment, and 5) freedom from the fetters of
imperialism.4 The UNP’s initial economic position was in favour of a mixed economy, in
which the state played a significant yet non-dominant role in economic management.
Senanayake paid particular attention to developing the agricultural sector.5 The UNP was

also in favour of welfare initiatives such as free education and free healthcare.
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6. Main Political Parties During the 2020 Legislative Elections

6.3 Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP)

Sources report that the SLFP was founded in 1951 (Political Handbook of the
World 2019; Verité Research Nov. 2017, 11). Verité Research indicates that the party had a
Sinhala nationalist and socialist platform during the 1956 elections (Verité Research Nov.
2017, 11), while Political Handbook of the World notes that initially, the party advocated "a
neutralist foreign policy and the progressive nationalization of industry” (Political
Handbook of the World 2019, 20).

Daily News explains that, after the 2015 elections, the party was divided in two factions:
one that participated in the government [until Mr. Sirisena decided to pull the SLFP out of
it in October 2018] and another, led by Mahinda Rajapaksa, that remained in the opposition
(Daily News 18 June 2020). Verité indicated, in 2017, that, as a president, Sirisena had
"often criticised the UNP-led privatisation of state-owned enterprises" (Verité Research
Nov. 2017, 13). Similarly, the International Crisis Group indicates that during the UNP-
SLFP coalition government, headed jointly by Sirisena and Wickremesinghe, they had
"regularly and publicly reversed each other's policies — notably on the economy and ethnic
reconciliation" (International Crisis Group 31 Oct. 2018).

During the 2019 presidential election, the SLFP did not run a candidate, but instead
backed Gotabaya Rajapaksa of the SLPP (The Hindu 10 Oct. 2019; Frontline 8 Nov. 2019),
for the first time in its history (The Hindu 10 Oct. 2019). The Daily News indicates that, in
the 2020 legislative elections, the SLFP is part of a coalition led by the SLPP, instead of
"being the main party leading the coalition" (Daily News 18 June 2020). Other sources
similarly report that on 17 February 2020, the SLFP formed an alliance with the SLPP in
anticipation of the legislative election (The Hindu 18 Feb. 2020; The Morning 17 Feb.
2020), registering the coalition as the Sri Lanka Freedom People's Alliance (SLNPS) (The
Morning 17 Feb. 2020).

A4 @FCE [Mahinda Samarasinghe expelled from SLFP - report| (202045 H 19
H)

Former minister and Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) parliamentarian from Kalutara
district Mahinda Samarasinghe who was also a vice president of the SLFP, has been
removed from the membership of the party, the SLFP General Secretary Dayasiri Jayasekara
said.

10


https://refugeestudies.jp/
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=458150&pls=1
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=458150&pls=1
http://www.colombopage.com/archive_20A/May19_1589908944CH.php

AV Z % 202146 H 28 H OHERAFSE 7 +— T A https://refugeestudies.jp/

It has been reported according to the cource, that the decision to expel him from the party
was taken based on a report submitted by the party disciplinary committee against the
former minister as he contested the elections together with the Sri Lanka Podujana
Peramuna (SLPP).

7 @ECE [SLFP to contest four districts separately| (2020423 H 16 H)

Senior Vice President of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP), Prof. Rohana Lakshman
Piyadasa said today (16) that they will contest separately for the Nuwara Eliya, Vanni,
Kalutara and Jaffna districts.

The Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) and the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP)
formed a new alliance named “Sri Lanka Nidahas Podujana Sandanaya” to contest the
upcoming general election, under the “bud” (Pohottuwa) symbol.

The new alliance is led by Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa while former President
Maithripala Sirisena is its chairman and Basil Rajapaksa is the General Secretary.

T @Verité Research | Mapping Sri Lanka's Political Parties: Actors and Evolutions |
(2017411 A)

The SLFP was established in September 1951 under the leadership of S.W.R.D.
Bandaranaike.28 -

At the time of party formation, S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike proclaimed the party as
democratic and socialist. He appealed to the clergy, ayurvedic doctors, teachers, farmers,
and the workers (together known as the Pancha Maha Balawega) to join in the party’s
struggle for a socialist state.:

@ JVP (T4 4T ¥ NBEEELR)

7 @IRBC 7 =V —[H% [LKA200300.E] : BiiSIRIR. (Boyt L ESLICET 31658
&%) (2020468 H 18 H)

6. Main Political Parties During the 2020 Legislative Elections

6.4 Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP)

Founded in 1964, the JVP is a Marxist-Leninist party with a "strong commitment to the
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welfare state" against "capitalist ideals and neoliberal economic policies" (Verité Research
Nov. 2017, 22). Verité Research indicates that between 1994 and 2008, under the leadership
of Somawansa Amarasinghe, the party "assumed an increasingly Sinhala nationalist
position" (Verité Research Nov. 2017, 22), while in the post-war period, it has supported the
establishment of a truth and reconciliation committee (Verité Research Nov. 2017, 22).
However, the Economist reports that the party is against "any form of political devolution
for the Tamils" (The Economist 23 July 2020). According to the party's website, the political
bureau includes Anura Dissanayake (party leader), Tilvin Silva (General Secretary), Vijitha
Herath (Information Secretary), K.D. Lalkantha (Administrative Secretary), Bimal
Ratnayaka (National Organizer) and Sunil Handunneththi (Financial Secretary) (JVP n.d.).
According to News First, a faction of JVP members were contesting the election on the
Frontline Socialist Party list (News First 10 June 2020).

£  @Verité Research | Mapping Sri Lanka's Political Parties: Actors and Evolutions |
(2017411 A)

The JVP was established as a communist (Marxist-Leninist) party, assuming a far-left
economic position. Its support base has historically been the working (proletarian) class.- -

7 @RRTA [FHERIZ [LKA17796] : JVP| refworld (200642 A 20 H)

An article by Upali Cooray in the journal Lines, outlines the influence of the JVP since
1988 and states that the support the JVP received from the rural youth in the 1970s and
1980s has expanded and that today they have “made impressive gains in urban centres such
as Colombo and Gampaha”. The JVPs reaction to the tsunami disaster and “The work that
the JVP cadres have carried out in Tsunami affected areas have won them new recruits and
new supporters”. The article states:

The JVP’s influence in the face of the civil war has seen it rise as a political force rating
as the “third largest political grouping in Sri Lanka”, according to a 2004 article by
Suryanarayan in The Hindu:

... The JVP has emerged as the third largest political grouping in Sri Lanka, after the SLFP
and the UNP. The increasing strength of the JVP is a matter of concern not only to the
opposition, bust also to the SLFP. The President, Chandrika Kumaratunga’s change of heart
and decision to nominate Mahinda Rajapkshe as Prime Minister, instead of Lakshman
Kadiragamar, her first preference, reflected sustained pressure by powerful forces within
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the SLFP; they were of the view that only Mr. Rajapakshe would be in a position to stem
the tide of the JVP and, at the same time, preserve and expand the SLFP base.
(Suryanarayan, V 2004, ‘The JVP Phenomenon’ The Hindu, 23 April p.10 — Attachment
11).

T @RRTA [FHEFIZE [LKA17718] :JVP| refworld (2005412 A 16 H)

The JVP (also known as the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna or People’s Liberation Front) is
a legal political party in Sri Lanka. The leader of the party is Somawansa Amarasinghe and
the general secretary is Tilvin Silva. JVP’s website is at http://www.jvpsrilanka.com
(Szajkowski, Bogdan (ed) 2004, Revolutionary and Dissident Movements of the World,
John Harper Publishing, 4th ed, London, pp.459-460 — Attachment 1; Office of the
Commissioner of Elections 2005, ‘Political Parties’, (Sri Lanka) Department of Elections
website, 5 October http://www.slelections.gov.lk/genaral/2004 results/general.html -
Accessed 7 December 2005 — Attachment 2; ‘Interview: Introduction’ 2004, People’s
Liberation Front website
http://www.jvpsrilanka.com/interview/interview_with_siri_wstanderd.htm - Accessed 7
December 2005 — Attachment 3).

The party has a continuing Marxist and pro-Chinese orientation. In respect of resolving
the civil war the JVP supports administrative decentralisation for Tamil-dominated regions
and nothing more (Szajkowski, Bogdan (ed) 2004, Revolutionary and Dissident Movements
of the World, John Harper Publishing, 4th ed, London, p.460 — Attachment 1; Biswas,
Soutik 2004, ‘Analysis: Peace process under shadow’, BBC News, 4 April
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south asia/3599037.stm — Accessed 7 December 2005 —
Attachment 4).

The JVP’s stronghold is in the Sinhalese-Buddhist dominated south (‘Politics: From
prime minister to president’ 2005, Economist Intelligence Unit — Business Asia, 28
November — Attachment 5).

® SLPP., T V¥ 7Yk L B A
7 @IRBC 7 =V —[F% [LKA200300.E] : BU&IRIR (B & #ESLICE T 558
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6.2 Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (People's Party) (SLPP)

Sources indicates that the SLPP was formed in 2016 (The Hindu 10 Oct. 2019; FP 11
Aug. 2020). The Daily Mirror, a Sri Lankan newspaper, specifies that SLPP is the new name
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of the political party registered under Our Sri Lanka Freedom Front (Ape Sri Lanka Nidahas
Peramuna) and that Professor G.L. Peiris was named as the new chairman (Daily Mirror 2
Nov. 2016).

According to sources, the party was created by Mahinda Rajapaksa's supporters (FP 11
Aug. 2020; PTI 11 Nov. 2018) as a "platform for his re-entry into politics" (PTI 11 Now.
2018). Sources report that Mahinda Rajapaksa joined the SLPP on 11 November 2018,
during the constitutional crisis, after President Sirisena dissolved the Parliament on (Reuters
11 Nov. 2018; PTI 11 Nov. 2018).

The Economist notes that the party puts forward "a hardline approach, favouring
Sinhalese nationalism" (The Economist 23 July 2020). Corroborating information could not
be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time
constraints of this Response.

In the February 2018 local elections, the SLPP won 40 percent of the votes, leaving the
UNP in second place and the SLFP in third (The Hindu 10 Oct. 2019). According to
the Daily News, an English-language newspaper in Sri Lanka, the SLPP won the elections
in 231 of the 340 local councils, while the UNP won in 34 councils, and 9 councils were
won by the SLFP (Daily News 18 June 2020).

A4 TERVSUWAREKRGENE (XU Fo01E% 2018410 ) (20184 11 A
19 B)

(1) 5= % /37 $HIRFEAE~D SLPP U — 2 —FEAL %5
Fili~, ©—U X SLPP # K%, SLPP (IREZHMMDOUEREL L TVDLHESL
7zo (100 A2 AT A V=T —if)

A 10 H 2 H, =Y /37 PEIKHHEIT, FCEHOBB IR L SLPP D% EIZ
7252 BT ANDEERILCE TV D Lik~7z, E—U & SLPP % ¥1E, 11
(B S % SLPP R At CIERICIET % LS Lis, (10 A 4 B A
J—37—#k)

7 @ECE [SLFP to contest four districts separately| (2020453 H 16 H)

The Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) and the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP)
formed a new alliance named “Sri Lanka Nidahas Podujana Sandanaya” to contest the
upcoming general election, under the “bud” (Pohottuwa) symbol.

The new alliance is led by Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa while former President
Maithripala Sirisena is its chairman and Basil Rajapaksa is the General Secretary.
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® Liberal Party
7 XEESKEM (R T4 HHR (Liberal Party of Sri Lanka] (2020429 A
17 HEE)

Description

The Liberal Party of Sri Lanka began as a think-tank called the Council for Liberal
Democracy, founded in 1981 by the late Chanaka Amaratunga, a longstanding member of
the United National Party which was then in government.The CLD broke with the UNP in
1982 over the referendum which postponed parliamentary elections for six years and, after
four years of trying to promote liberal thinking in Sri Lanka, in particular with regard to
constitutional reforms that would promote devolution along with separation and reduction
of powers at the center, Dr Amaratunga and several of his associates established the Liberal
Party in February 1987. Though the Party never established itself as an electoral success,
given the need in Sri Lanka for small parties to ally themselves with larger groupings that
tend to swamp their individual identity, it has continued to have an impact as a think-tank.It
contributed seminally to the manifestoes put forward by Sirimavo Bandaranaike and Gamini
Dissanayake as Presidential candidates in 1988 and in 1994.In 1996 Dr. Amaratunga died
in a car accident, which led to a reduction in party activity since.However his successor
Rajiva Wijesinha, contested in the Presidential election of 2000 and came 6th in a field of
15, a success that served to advance the image of the party. Dr. Newton Peiris is the current
leader of the Liberal Party. The party is a member of Liberal International and the Council

of Asian Liberals and Democrats. Website. electronic | Electronic (Form).

A Council of Asian Liberals and Democrats [ 2V 7 >0 HH4%. (Liberal Party of
Sri Lanka] (202049 H 17 REE)

2010 is a year of major elections for Sri Lanka, with the Presidential elections held in
January. This made an effect that all parties rallied around either of the two contenders. The
Liberal Party continued to support then incumbent President Mahinda Rajapakse. After the
victory at the parliamentary elections that followed in April, the party won a slot in the
national list of the winning United Peoples Freedom Alliance Coalition and Prof. Rajiva

Wijesinha was nominated as an MP from the national list after the elections.

The Party has chaired the Council of Asian Liberals and Democrats in 2010, and the party
has held delegations to meet with Aung San Suu Kyi in Burma, as well as to meetings of
the Liberal International, the Italian Alliance of Democrats and the Liberal Democrat
Conference in Britain. In Sri Lanka the Council of Asian Liberals and Democrats continued
discussion with all the parties on reconciliation, and in 2011 Professor Rajiva was appointed
Advisor on Reconciliation to the President, who also put him on the government team to
negotiate with the Tamil National Alliance. Liberal volunteers contribute to the
Reconciliation website: www.peaceinsrilanka.org and the  Youth Forum
blog: www.reconciliationyouth.forum.com. The United Kingdom membership tweets
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as UKLPSL and has a remarkable number of followers including the Australian Prime
Minister. It helps to maintain Professor Wijesinha’s personal
blog, www.rajivawijesina.wordpress.com. The party contested a few local elections in

its own in 2011, and was able to return two members to the Ridigama Pradeshiya Sabha
in Kurunagala District.

Liberal Party of Sri Lanka held its annual congress on the 17* of December 2015 and
following members were elected as office bearers in the national committee.

@ # IV ANDBGR
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6.5 Tamil National Alliance (TNA)

The TNA is an alliance between the Sri Lanka Tamil Government Party (Ilankai Tamil
Arasu Kachchi, ITAK), the People's Liberation Organization of Tamil Ealam (PLOTE)
party, the Tamil Eelam Liberation Organization (TELO) and the Eelam People's
Revolutionary Liberation Organization (EPRLF) (Verit¢ Research Nov. 2017, 18).
According to the Economist, between 2015 and 2019, under the UNP-SLFP government,
the TNA was the largest opposition alliance, but "it rarely opposed the government and, on
many occasions, supported its policy initiatives" (The Economist 23 July 2020). The
coalition secured 16 seats in the 2015 election and was recognized as the official chief
opposition when the SLFP-UNP coalition government was formed (Verité Research Nov.
2017, 18-19).

A4 BRVSUDEAREXEE (2U 5 0iESE 2018 4 10 H) | (20184 11 A
19 H)

(12) % I VB OB

7 13 H, U4 Fx— 2T 7 AbEIN ST RN S B L O RAR S
LDOE/RITENT, Z IVERBES (TNA) IR PEFBICEL, PEICERT
L VICT ek (PTA) IZHESE RSN TS NA DR E G444 5~
X LORMERY, A~rT 472 INAKERIL, TNA O£ < OEBIF TREICK
MTHDHHLOD, 17 BiZiThbh b v U —F KiE L OSSR E I F 2 %0 % it
THZ LIk, (I5H, 17HMTAY—2TF—)

A T—FrT 4 BT AN R - VN e Y RELEL, TNA 7
DEELL, Z I A4 —7 LAHIEHEB (Self-Governance Organisation) & U9 BT
wALH B, WIINGESEEICH D BR <72, (17 B, 74 72 M)
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(2) WERIEBZH. BUFHHE OB

7 DFAT [HEEEHRHE 2RV I720 (KGR ) ABTFv =7 (0194 11 A 4
H)

1 BAh i & B 2 U35 A%

3.108 #kx 72 NGO XK Z L —F N2 Y F o7 TiEEH L T\ 5, NGO (3.
NGO EFFHE B EGK LT id7e 5700, 2019 FFIZIXEF LUV TH 1,500
D NGO PBgk ST, DFAT 1%, Ri7 — ¥ ¥ /X7 BB CTlL, AHERTEIC
RO OZITIUHET D, NGO R0 DR E 1%, L5790 SF i U3 hi
R EDBIIZ L DR DR EZIT AP S oTe, AV T U IOEE~v A2
(%, EHIMIZ, NGO RTRIEEZFE A ELIV # | LTTE ¥ A" XTI ETH Y |
AE) X3 THEFEOKREO | REZZIT T D EIE#EL72, NGO R0 BEH)
Fix, FH BEEOELEET) CRWA X2 L IE Lz, MRIL NGO e
R, SHE L. ZOME-OME 2R L, SCEEMI L, [EEE7Z NGO Tk
Bld, B ORSESUITHNH Loz, dbE & HE a2 0., TR4SDOE
B O AT 2015 FELABEKRIBIZIAD © 72, TTERAERIT, 2018 FEDEILED A DB
(2. RETFRAER] & BIEORE 2RO DY - > TEELKE Z R L, K#
FL72 N DPGRIEEIOCE S BN, 1FEAEBNIT T,

3.109 BB, NGO B ANHEHEES OSSO Hm 2R, Bz ihovsZ &
ZANTKR LTz, NGO WXy B BICTEE) LTV D23, IR, BRGH O A MR
ORI 2 CIEE A 3 4 MEICE D IR EIFRIL, &0 bR & I
BNTTHLHN, ZHBIZRBNR, BEL, B 50O FHf 2R & L
THELTWD ELLJ-TIIWD), 2018 47 HIZ ANEHEES O Srishobana
Yogalimgam & AmithaPriyanthi [Z, ¥+ 77 (ALEMN) (2B W ChIl& I2B b7,
DFAT %, 2019 4 2 H|Z, Duminda Kappetiwalana /258 5- U 7= KRB 44 12 S
WU AR o — R G LI X S VRO F#ELIRNEREEE DN, Vv 7
T OWEEFEERZICA — PASICR S RFEFICHBE SN (2O LI3E
&R OETEDN -, BRERITADR» -T2 b 00, FF#ETOEITITHES
NdoT,) EEEL T D, DFAT I 512, Y= R —7 THRC 2i&ICHE L
T NHEBEEE N A Y T v I ~IRERICY RoSMEZ T80 ) HibE bk L
TW5,

4 @HRW [U— /LFLA—F2021-2UF>%] (2021451 A 13 A)

Attacks on Human Rights Defenders

b

The Rajapaksa administration escalated surveillance and intimidation targeting victims
families and human rights defenders, as well as lawyers and journalists whose work was
perceived as challenging the government. Those targeted included victims and activists who
engaged with the Human Rights Council.
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Families of the disappeared, who have been campaigning for years to know the fate of
their relatives who were last seen in security forces custody, reported heightened
surveillance and threats from the intelligence services. Human rights defenders received
phone calls and visits from members of the security and intelligence agencies, who
demanded to know the personal details of staff and inquired into their work on
accountability for past abuses.

Authorities targeted funding that human rights groups receive from abroad, alleging that
such money was used to support “terrorism.” Human rights defenders reported that the
banking system was preventing them from receiving international transfers. The
nongovernmental organization secretariat, which regulates civil society organizations, was
placed under the authority of the Ministry of Defense. The government proposed a new law
to regulate foreign funding for Sri Lankan groups that raises free expression and association

concerns.

7 @HRW [U— /L RFLAR—12020- RS 4] (20200461 8 14 H)

Tamils, particularly in the Northern Province, continued to face harassment and intrusive

surveillance.

Human Rights Defenders

Activists and civil society members, particularly in the north and east of the country, were
increasingly subjected to surveillance and harassment. The UN special rapporteur on
freedom of peaceful assembly and association, Clément Nyaletsossi Voulé, reported undue

rights constraints.

Some families of people forcibly disappeared during the war reported intimidation by
soldiers. The army also disrupted Tamil memorial events. In May, families of the
disappeared from Ampara were at a remembrance ceremony when soldiers arrived and

destroyed or removed banners and decorations, and threatened to arrest the participants.

Voulé reported concerns that, particularly in the north and the east, associations proposing
to work on subjects including LGBTI rights, disappearances, land rights, and post-conflict
reconciliation, were denied registration, and were subject to surveillance and intimidation.

Activists said that these problems increased after the Easter Sunday attacks.

(3) BURRMDORS
7 BARBNTRY F U HITBT DR OBEEEIE & £ DEL—NTER STIRDEFFIZ

mF T [BHARA » FEFZED 5 5 (2015 4F)

AV T U ORETEE 1) 280317 TE b0l KRB H & EmakExE 5%
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Returnees are likely to be questioned by immigration officials especially where they
arrive on an emergency travel document. They are not arrested but may face questioning
about how they left Sri Lanka and whether they were aided by smugglers. If the person is
found to have links to the LTTE or if wanted for previous crimes committed in Sri Lanka
may face further questioning by the CID based at the airport. This process can take a long
time as checks need to be made with the persons local police and there is no central police

database.
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Tamil Diaspora groups are important within Sri Lanka in so much as they often send
remittances home, but they do not have a specific political platform or representatives within
the country. It is likely that some monitoring of political diaspora groups occurs outside of

Sri Lanka although this was likely to be of the more prominent members. Several sources
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stated that they were aware of members of such diaspora groups returning to Sri Lanka and

facing no issues on return.

The Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE) are a proscribed group in Sri
Lanka due to their links with the LTTE and because they are seen as pursuing an independent
Tamil homeland. The TGTE advocate for a separate Tamil state but do not have widespread
support within Sri Lanka, as most Tamils have more pressing concerns such as housing,
employment, return of land and accessing information about relatives who disappeared
during the war. It’s possible that high profile members of the Tamil diaspora may face risk
on return although the Attorney General’s Department stated that they would only be at risk
if they had committed a crime within Sri Lanka and members of the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) stated that mere membership of a proscribed group would not be enough

to make a person of interest.
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Acts of Violence, Discrimination, and Other Abuses Based on Sexual Orientation and
Gender Identity

The law criminalizes consensual same-sex sexual conduct between adults. Although
prosecutions were rare, human rights organizations reported police used the threat of arrest
to assault, harass, and sexually and monetarily extort LGBTI individuals. Those convicted
of engaging in same-sex sexual activity in private or in public face 10 years’ imprisonment.
Antidiscrimination laws do not prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation and

gender identity
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2.4.7 Although consensual same-sex sexual activity is criminalised in Sri Lanka, sources
report that cases are rarely prosecuted. No laws specifically criminalise transgender or
intersex people in Sri Lanka. However, there are reports of the police using other laws to
criminalise and harass LGBTI persons, particularly transgender women and men who have
sex with men involved in sex work (see Legal context and State attitudes and treatment).

2.4.8 Transgender women and women of lower economic status report that police have
sometimes used the Vagrants Ordinance of the Sri Lanka Penal Code (that prohibits loitering
in public) to detain them (see Legal rights and State attitudes and treatment — Arrests and
detention).
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Acts of Violence, Discrimination, and Other Abuses Based on Sexual Orientation and
Gender Identity

Transgender persons continued to face societal discrimination, including arbitrary
detention, mistreatment, and discrimination accessing employment, housing, and health

care.
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2.4.14 LGBTI persons frequently face discrimination in accessing employment, housing
and health services. Sexual harassment at work and hate speech and vilification of LGBTI
communities by media and public officials is reported to be common (see Access to services
and Public statements by government officials).

2.4.15 There are also reports that some LGBTI persons experience sexual, emotional and
physical violence, particularly in the home environment but also in public spaces. The level

of harassment may differ from urban to rural areas (see Societal attitudes and treatment ).
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9 BER ORI L, 1977 FEOFERRE TOR—ER (UNP) DKEEF] (168
B T1395EME) M DhhhE o7, WHHOUNPIEEEI-R- Yy YU LZ T UR
Jayewardene] 1%, D%, K#MEGIZHE L CTHLZKHEE ES L, &H'E 2
L TEDEREE L REE L MFERIEMT 52 & CRliEEZ b 72, 7
VIV e T e U ANRE Dy —F YR NDHE L s T 47 L~T— h% [Dharman
Wickremaratne] 1%, M) A HMERF L. SOURZ BET 272012, UNPIZSH & H A
DL EOIFEHITZ LGzl > TR LIz LB 2T b,

Xy I By 7 =Y K% (FF 97 - 2=1OFX v 7, #%ik) Tk, &
¥ U RANTUNP EFEO DO WA K> TR SN TRY . EiHEO K
FFX vy IHala=T o PoBEHASN TS, 1980F7THSHDA NI A4 F -7 F
T BUFITRE L 72X v 72 IRIE L TT ERZHE L, BFERIZIBHZ BT T
TINEHEE LS, Z0%, BUFIZ6 T NOABEERE L. £ 5 L5 A HRH
L. < OF &G LT, 1983F DMEEZET OBIZIE, REEJLICR W DI RiE%
B < Te O DI N BB TEZ T, D%, 1986457 H19894E 12T T, Xy v
7 ORERL BTN EAR fEsRR - (Jathika Vimukthi Peramuna, JVP) D CELICHHTT 5
7o OIZEEET L o THRERR S V- MEE FARR IS A& S 4L, RO, B3Rk E 72
Eaitft I s,

INOOX ¥ U TN OHENEFE L TN TS, HFEERTEZMbILS Z L
ol BlZIE, UNPLEREO DWW A A OFFEE2 AL, 1983FEICET kv
7 K= (I’université de Moratuwa)l THAED T ¥ ¥ 7 v X %+ T Vv /37 Y [Jayaratne
Rajapaksal Z##FE L7 & LT, 2ADBBENGEF I, 19884, ZH2AD
HEFIIFT S, 20%, [TH RIS TWD, 1995F A2 N DBk
INTEAL T DR 22 52T T 73 19964 DFEFR 3R TIEEAR2FITRIN STz, & HITHE
W LIV BIEE LT DOFRRICE > TE LS DRENEHE SN bbb LT, T
FonRy T« R« Z 27y b [Arambawela Don Ranjit] (Bll4 Y v 7 40— - U
s3 Y ([SoththiUpali) £72iZv 4V - 73U [PidaliUpali) ) IX, 7 F >~ 7L

! SILVA De Lacille, “Power, Corruption, Lies & Betrayal », Colombo Telegraph, 25/01/2018,

https://www.colombotelegraph.com/index.php/power-corruption-lies-betrayal/ ; LIYANAGE
Sumanasiri (professeur d’économie a 1’université de Peradeniya), “Drugs, Crimes and Politics
in Sri Lanka », Colombo Telegraph, 07/11/2011,
https://www.colombotelegraph.com/index.php/drugs-crimes-and-politics-in-sri-lanka/;
WICKREMARATNE Dharman (journaliste), “How the UNP gave birth to underworld — Rapist
Gonawala Sunil dies under a hail of bullets”, Lanka Web, 15/08/2015,
http://www.lankaweb.com/news/items/2015/08/15/how-the-unp-gave-birth-tounderworld-
rapist-gonawala-sunil-dies-under-a-hail-of-bullets/

2 WICKREMARATNE Dharman, art. cit.
3 WICKREMARATNE Dharman, art. cit.
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~ 4% [Ranasinghe Premadasa) K#taH? F T U&7 - 7 —L A [SirisenaCooray]
KEEDRNR STV DLRNHETH D13, 1998FICFR ALK I1LD ET, EOE
SEL IO OFGOWEREZZ T ol £ UNPIEEZESD X N
—Tbdolt T F-nuricksal, L] BIRAR =BT,
B HIZAFNC, £ LTHROAFIZEIZR D X ICBORZRET 5, BHEHR,
BRon BAGL, BUTSIE4F& | BERANTBIZ L 28N 7 V—T"% B L
WBHT-, 5k, B, Bl B, o, FIREIEL, AR EOLGRITHR
HEBEERBDTND, | °

FEE D F& SRR DS EZER A SN2 & T, ZOMPIE L W BEE IR -
TWD, Bz IE, FESFEBAYIZUNPZ SR L CWer 7 =YL O BIEFRE ThH 5
Sunil Perera (3114 Gonawala Sunil) 1%, SCIZAH )72 & 9 lc—Mk & —fI2ZE < DI
fEF% U, AR 22T TRAXISHE O 2 52 1T 7223, YRS TIlT 2 OfRR A X
Frsv7z, LU, 1982F 11T IC R BEEM DB O bivic 7o, &b &S
NDZ EFienotz, 19835 DX v 73w = U 1 X FIBAT T3 AN DZHIE %
JERE LT, D%, AE COMBER EL OIREZLLIZITE 06T, #
FHZIEDT B o T, S HIZENZ &I, T FROTRTOE (Vv AT«
AR FT P —R) LT TEXY X T (BRITE RS D HERT)
DHFIAEMENE Lz, 1988EICIVPICIER Sz, b9 —AD~T 47, T
TR PPz TE UNPD Y =X —ThHLHF ¥ KU - ~T by o HRHHE
(2 K > TRIBERLES (PSD) IZJE DAL T, 199942 v —F U X hpm T -
7= T aE LIIRE . 2000RICA 4R TFOFRITIH LA - TEH L Tl & 2F 723k
THER SN TWET, 20018 TRFEERIC &I MR O — NITH S 41, 20044F1C
T2 m AROFHIFT TR ST,

FOW, T AT ITN—TIL I~ e U F - T 7 REEEO T TEBIEIC
B9 % & 91272 > 72, Sumanasiri Liyanage 12 X % &, 2011 AT United People's
Freedom Alliance (UPFA) O [E % # B Duminda Silva X 7% Bharatha Lakshman
Premachandra K= F&EL/ZZ LN LIEESHT LTS (TREEH),
20154E7 A . A K I VIR (TULF) DAL R—Th HIEEMNOFE A v
Ve XUTIET 0 VRIZ, 2T UOEIEZE LR OWa~ 7 ¢ 7 s oORE
LG E LT TEY | ZLOEEBMELICL > TEFINATEY, Znb0
TEEDY R REEIIEZ G SR LT\ LT 5o,

4 SILVA De Lacille, art. cit.

> WICKREMARATNE Dharman, art. cit.; Daily Mirror, “Put these criminals behind bars!”,
29/06/2018, http://www.dailymirror.lk/article/Put-these-criminals-behind-bars--151978.html
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1.2. FRIREETE L BURIA R P —

EFMERFHEZERICELD & AV Z o BEOWRE, T bbbyt —n-7
VBT L AR LV ET T HUIIE (2014 4E) FREEO @R - R HUE T H
D, 2 OEE, Ay Reil L, il EIcm g Tt Tnd, o
THERE L QWA= Bk, EBRARB L W E~a A CORFEORYID X —7
v h7Zo72, 2014 412 [The Sunday Leader)] OFEHENEM LIz HEFIZL D &,
ST DFEAN TR L, ~aA v OAEZ#E#H L Tz E v o, 2011 4
\ZIE STF A RBURL 2K KT » Z1E A2 BilAG L7223, BUICIED bt T LE -7z,
RGN 7 =Y O BRBIEFIC L > THx2 b, Mt ShTuvE Lz, Ff
HITERECAZEATL N7 v 7 TlEIEN, B2RI3HE VR LI AAVWALL (fE
EE W, TR Y) ko Tan RO an S UG EIS, Hito
BURF ERBEZBATTRKIBEHOIY 2 712 FEEMPN TN E0 D, 2012 4
{Z1Z. Putha & Ukkuna &9 2 5D~ 7 4 T 7 —773, aaF U TEERBEO
TSR 5 L W22 E TE LTV A,

2018 4F 6 HIZH v T — « XA LA|E DA VX B2 —"TC, IEFRFHYKEDZ
YUy hew Ryw e NUXTKIL, THIBUE (e - T2 % /N7 FRFEHED
T) Tid, BEHEPBURR & FE2ID 5o THEWTW) Ll TWnD, 9 F A
B DIIFELRN L, BUAENRZ O X 5 B RLIEMEIIC D> T A LT
D, MALEIE LD LEERICIZT—ELEBR L2 R0, "1 L, A
UZ o0~ Aa 032015 4F 1 AU, BiFoFEFL#HEL TR (i), =
DX BRHRAEDOWRBEEZ R L TND,

® Bodu Bala Sena (BBS) % & T{ABEIBEYRAH R

7 XEEBE (2HoBaHIcET A EBEHE 20204F - 2 U 5] (202145 A
12 H)

--Buddhist nationalist groups such as Bodu Bala Sena (BBS) continued to use social
media to promote what it called the supremacy of the ethnic Sinhalese Buddhist majority

and vilify religious and ethnic minorities.

On October 21, the Colombo High Court granted bail to BBS general secretary Galagoda
Aththe Gnanasara Thero, who was charged with denigrating the religious beliefs of Muslims
following statements he made in 2016 at the Kuragala Raja Maha Vihara Temple. Further
proceedings of the trial, set for November 24, were postponed, and Gnanasara Thero

remained free on bail at year’s end.
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According to civil society groups, social media campaigns targeting religious minorities
fueled hatred. According to press reports and civil society, Buddhist nationalist groups such
as the BBS continued to promote the supremacy of the ethnic Sinhalese Buddhist majority
and denigrated religious and ethnic minorities, especially in social media. These groups said
authorities did not act against those inciting hatred against the Muslim and Tamil
community.

A4 XEEBE [Z#Ho BB ICET2EEHE 20184 - 2V T8 (RER) | (2019
F£6H21H)

DBURFBEEFN T 2 BOEP RO TIEAE Lz, 2018 4E 10 AHIfE, XU 7
71 4 [# % &% Al ¥ ( NCEASL National Christian Evangelical Alliance of Sri
Lanka)((NCEASL) A Fiék L 70, BB Bl OV OERE 1SR 5 B0 5 /)
KO, tLEFTOBEEIT 74 1R B2, diRASEURIC JiuX, D EIRREEE
MZEMIC LY =V Y VAT A T Xy o= B L, #DEFRL
720 2018 423 AIZF ¥ T A INTHAELZRBOM, R Ky -7 - £—F (Bodu
Bala Sena) (BBS). {AZFESK(Buddhist Power Force)% D E# 3= FABAEF A1,
FRCY =% VAT 4 7 HFA LT, ZEIRD Y T RILBREDE EMEZ Ein
L. DEIREHER K VDB R 15 LTe, TTRAESFEEIX, EILBHES v
TRSZHEARE # IVAD(FERITE v Ry —FELR, ¥V 2 MEEDHIRH A1
FRB R & WO DB IR O N ERRAE % . 2010 ARIZER ST S VT2 IR L1 o B R Fnfig
FERZBE LT, BEBEEER PN 2 =7 ¢ B FRSEIEENCEFH T S 6E
Nt o~ lEfEE Lz,

v KEEBE (ZHOBEBICETEBIHE 20174 - AV T 0| (201845 A
29 A)

On May 17 and 18, arsonists set fire to three Muslim shops in Wennappuwa. On May 19,
unknown assailants firecbombed a mosque in Manarapitiya in Central Province. On May 21,
assailants attacked a mosque in Kurunegala, and on June 15, police announced the arrest of
two suspected BBS members in connection with the attack. On May 20 and 21, unknown
arsonists set fire to three shops owned by Muslims in Beruwal in Southern Province,
Maharagama in the Western Province, and Ampara in Eastern Province. Unknown assailants

also firebombed a Muslim-owned pharmacy in Navinna in Western Province on May 23.

(2 BRYERIZEDPVFEOBRVKEEY
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7 @XEEBEE [NHERHE 20184 - 2 U 4] (20194E3 H 13 H)
ROLE OF THE POLICE AND SECURITY APPARATUS

In March widespread anti-Muslim violence erupted in the central Buddhist region of
Kandy District, resulting in hundreds of Muslim homes, business, and mosques being
destroyed or damaged, in addition to the deaths of four individuals and the injury of 28
others. Observers and victims of the violence reported some members of the police and

Special Task Force either took no action to quell the violence or actively participated.

A4 TRV TV ARERMERE (AU T 01FZ 2018410 A) ) (018&E 11 A
19 A)

(7) AAVA A > 3—D i

9 H, ¥¥ 73N CIEEh 2 B L TV 2 IL5RMME AAVA 02 TG
TN 53 D e & i T D R A & S, £ 300 44 OEEE N E S, 34
Zdttl, (10 BT A Y —= 2 —Z#K)

7 OFPRA #HRILIE L BIEFK DOR4E (Relations entre le grand banditisme et les
politiciens) | (2018 4E 8 A 29 H)

BT L7 HM.G.B.2 % 17 =V ERREIEERE L, 2018 426 HIcH 7 — - &
ALRKEDAT 4 T L DA 2 E 2 —"T IEHITOE EALIROHEMIT, LDk
BEBITCERVWEIRNTER ERFBERTH S Eib 7=, £/, M2 LT 5133
DERFELN, ZEBRGFELTNDIED, 20X I THE LD HT-0IZRE L
TATEN L TW W TN A 7o, B0 AR TIE, JLSR LMk D Z L AT HME— Dk
BZ., % IN0A—TF LOMHDOFE (LTTE) LS 7= Sizxm U — pEEsR
% T o D RBIUEE R (STF) Thoiz,

7. R, BHEE GEEZRERKRD)
7 @CIA World Factbook -Sri Lanka| (20204E2 H 17 AHE)

Military service age and obligation:

18-22 years of age for voluntary military service; no conscription (2019)

8. FHLMIE - F=FH

7 @IRBC [/ VY —[AZ [LKA200594.E] : Sri Lanka: Police reports, including
records of arrest or detention, extracts of complaints, and police clearance

certificates; procedures for an individual to obtain a copy of a police report;
prevalence of fraudulent police reports (2019—April 2021)] (202144 A 30 H)
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3. Police Clearance Certificate

According to the website of the Sri Lanka Police, a police clearance certificate is issued
by the Director of Police Headquarters Administration based on background reports
obtained through a police investigation of the applicant (Sri Lanka n.d.b) The same source
indicates that an application for a police clearance certificate can be submitted in person to
the office located at Olcott Mawatha, Colombo 11, or online (Sri Lanka n.d.b). The source
also notes that applicants who reside outside of Sri Lanka can complete an application
themselves and that the application bearing their signature can be submitted by a relative to
the office located at Olcott Mawatha, Colombo 11 (Sri Lanka n.d.b). The same source adds
that the following documents should be presented along with the application for a police
clearance certificate:

National Identity Card (NIC) and two "clear" photocopies of the NIC
Valid passport and a "clear" photocopy of the passport (Sri Lanka n.d.b).

The website of the US Embassy in Sri Lanka indicates that a resident of Sri Lanka should
provide the following documents when submitting their application for a police clearance
certificate to the Sri Lanka Police headquarters at 31, Olcott Mawath, Pettah, Colombo 12:

¢+ Photocopy of NIC
¢+ Photocopy of birth certificate
¢+ Photocopy of passport (US n.d.)

The same source adds that a female applicant using her husband's family name must also
submit a copy of her marriage certificate and an affidavit indicating her maiden and married
name (US n.d.).

The website of the Sri Lanka Police indicates that the application fee for an online
application for a police clearance certificate is 1,500 LKR [C$9.62] (Sri Lanka n.d.c). The
same source notes that the police clearance certificate will be issued within 14 business days
if accurate information is provided (Sri Lanka n.d.c). Sources indicate that the application
fee for applications for a police clearance certificate made in Sri Lanka [at police
headquarters (US n.d.)] is 500 LKR and the application fee for applications made outside
of Sri Lanka [at a Sri Lankan diplomatic mission (US n.d.)] is 1000 LKR (US n.d.; Sri Lanka
n.d.a).

The website of the Consulate General of Sri Lanka in Toronto indicates that applicants of
police clearance certificates who are Sri Lankan or of Sri Lankan origin can submit a
completed application along with the original and two photocopies of the following

documents:
¢ Sri Lankan passport
¢+ Sri Lankan NIC

¢+ Canadian immigration documents such as a permanent resident card, citizenship

card, or refugee documents
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¢ Letter from Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship Canada (IRCC)
¢+ Previous police clearance report (if one was previously issued) (Sri Lanka n.d.d).

The same source indicates that applicants who are of other nationalities can submit a
completed application form along with the original and two photocopies of the following

documents:
¢+ Canadian immigration document such as a permanent resident card, citizenship card,
or refugee document

¢+ Letter from IRCC, letter for a Green Card from US authorities, or an employment
letter

¢+ Previous police clearance report (if one was previously issued) (Sri Lanka n.d.d).

The website of the Consulate General of Sri Lanka in Toronto indicates that the
application fee for a police clearance certificate is C$36 and the processing time is
"approximately" six months (Sri Lanka n.d.d).

4 @XEEBE [JIERHHE 20184 - 2 F 0] (201943 A 13 B)

C.TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN, OR DEGRADING TREATMENT
OR PUNISHMENT

---Police reportedly tortured and sexually abused citizens, often to extract confessions for
alleged crimes. The Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) allows courts to admit as evidence
any statements made by the accused at any time and provides no exception for confessions
extracted by torture. In February 2017 the government announced it suspended making
arrests under the PTA due to widespread concerns about several of its provisions; however,
the government made at least four arrests under the PTA during the year. An estimated 70

to 130 individuals remained in detention from prior PTA arrests.

9. BZEBIUVHRTHEKIC LS AERE FHBETEORNET)
7 @EENFEE Report of a Home Office fact-finding mission to Sri Lanka| v
(202041 H)

So-called ‘White Van’ abductions have not occurred in recent years, and whilst beatings
and mistreatment is alleged to occur in police detention contacts felt that this is not to the
same brutality as the past. Where someone is arrested under the Prevention of Terrorism Act
(PTA) the authorities are required to notify the Human Rights Commission. The families of
those arrested should be issued with an arrest receipt stating the reason for arrest and the
details of the officer and police station.

4 DFAT HEEEHRBSE XV I8 (GR) 1 AEFU=7 (20194 11 A 4
H)
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10.

4.8 BERHEIEITH AR LIELIES RN 572, AWV 2 - 7R ORL B, B
Gerh R ORI Lz, TAWRC R &5 9 ST, B o R
SLRINEZFICLVREEIN., ITEAEDOEARIC_EL RN o =F %
FHLL T 5, DFAT IE, 2016 4E & 2017 T A WS U AR L =R Bt o
BlIbien ot Z Lk, dEHEFICRIRICED e s = F IOV TE R LT
LAREMER E VN E B 2TV D, DFAT 1X, 2D X 9 KRB HIE0— Iy Tl
WEEZTND,

v @KXEEEE [JERMNEE 20184 - AU 4] (20194E3 A 13 H)

C.TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN, OR DEGRADING TREATMENT
OR PUNISHMENT

The Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka (HRCSL) reported that torture committed
by police forces was routine and continued throughout the country, and that it received 193
allegations of physical and mental torture by state actors as of June. It stated that many
reports of torture referred to police officers allegedly “roughing up” suspects to extract a
confession or otherwise elicit evidence to use against the accused.

Interviews by human rights organizations found that torture by police remained endemic
throughout the country. As in previous years, suspects arrested under the PTA since the civil
war ended in 2009 gave accounts of torture and mistreatment, forced confessions, and denial
of basic rights such as access to lawyers or family members. Some released former
combatants reported torture or mistreatment, including sexual abuse by state officials while
in rehabilitation centers and after their release. Excessive use of force against civilians by

police and security officials also remained a concern.

There were also reports of sexual abuse committed by government and security sector
officials against wives who came forward seeking information about their missing husbands
or against war widows who attempted to claim government benefits based on their deceased

husbands’ military service.

Prison and Detention Center Conditions

Prison conditions were poor due to old infrastructure, overcrowding, and a shortage of
sanitary facilities.

HED B H

7 @IRBC [/ VY —[AZ [LKA200595.E] : Sri Lanka: Overview of Sri Lankan
media sources, including affiliation or association with government or opposition
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parties (2019-April 2021)| (202144 A 28 H)

2. Treatment of Journalists

The January 2021 annual report by Human Rights Watch (HRW), covering the events of
2020, notes that journalists "faced intimidation and surveillance from government security
forces" (HRW 13 Jan. 2021, 625). Sources state that ["[s]everal" (HRW 13 Jan. 2021, 627)]
journalists reported receiving death threats, and that "some" fled the country (HRW 13 Jan.
2021, 627; Amnesty International 17 Feb. 2021, 38-39) due to "fear of reprisals" (Amnesty
International 17 Feb. 2021, 38-39). The IFJ report states that "there were numerous incidents
of interrogation, intimidation, and arrest of journalists" and that "[nJumerous incidents of
threats and attacks against journalists were reported" (IFJ 1 May 2020, 70). According to
the 2021 Freedom House report, "[jJournalists covering human rights violations against
members of religious and ethnic minority groups often face harassment, including from the
authorities" (Freedom House 3 Mar. 2021, Sec. D1). The DFAT report states that "[s]Jome
media workers in the north told DFAT they exercised caution in their reporting because of
past killings and disappearances of journalists" (Australia 4 Nov. 2019, para. 3.116). DFAT
indicates that "some" journalists in the north of Sri Lanka "reported ongoing monitoring by
the authorities, including receiving anonymous telephone calls, particularly while covering
sensitive issues" (Australia 4 Nov. 2019, para. 3.116). The BTI notes that the "scope for free
exchange of opinions seems more restricted in parts of the north, where there is a large
presence of security forces. Open criticism of the military remains rare" (Bertelsmann
Stiftung 2020, 8).

A February 2021 Amnesty International report on the repression of dissent in Sri Lanka
between November 2019 and January 2021, based on interviews with human rights
defenders, lawyers and journalists, and media reports and case files, indicates that Amnesty
International recorded 13 "incidents of intimidation of journalists" during the period of the
study, including "attacks by non-state actors supporting the governing party, raids by police
on media outlets, summons by law enforcement, smear campaigns against journalists on
state and private media, and anonymous death threats" (Amnesty International 17 Feb. 2021,
4, 38).

4 @EFENBEEHRBSEEWMER —F RV T b % IVHBEEES. 6.0 il

(202045 H)

3.3.5 On 29 November 2019 The New York Times reported that: ‘Fears of a potential
crackdown on critics of the newly returned Rajapaksa political dynasty in Sri Lanka are
rising just days after the election, as officials and journalists who investigated the
Rajapaksa’s for human rights abuses and corruption began trying to flee the country,
officials said
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‘In a case that raised particular alarm, a Sri Lankan employee of the Swiss Embassy in
Colombo was abducted on Monday by unidentified men and forced to hand over sensitive
embassy information, Switzerland’s foreign ministry said. Officials in Colombo said the
men forced her to unlock her cellphone data, which contained information about Sri
Lankans who have recently sought asylum in Switzerland, and the names of Sri Lankans
who aided them as they fled the country because they feared for their safety after
Gotabaya Rajapaksa won the presidency in elections this month.

U DFAT [HEEFHRESE VI8 GR) AEFU=7 (20194 11 A 4
H)

3,112 FEiEE, SwmPRBOBHEZMRIEL TWD, AU Z 2 BiE, 2019 4F£D
Reporters Without Borders ’Press Freedom Index T 180 [EH 126 f\i72 > 72, Z 4%
AMEIZHERT S L EF-LTWD, 2015 4, AU Z &, 165 fif2 o7z, B
LR O WE IR 5 BT, g TRISEM S L, A ¥
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FEHEOY = THER~OT 72 AEHIR LT (FD =794 NI, 2018 Ff&d b
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Press and Media Freedom: Independent media were active and expressed a wide variety of

views. Journalists in the Tamil-majority north, however, reported harassment, intimidation,
and interference from the security sector when reporting on sensitive issues related to the
civil war or its aftermath. They reported the military contacted them to request copies of
photographs, lists of attendees at events, and names of sources from articles. They also
reported the military directly requested that journalists refrain from reporting on sensitive
events, such as Tamil war memorials or land occupation protests, and that they feared

repercussions if they did not cooperate.

In October, after former President Mahinda Rajapaksa was appointed prime minister in a
move challenged in court as unconstitutional, some of Rajapaksa’s supporters took control
of state media outlets. The International Federation of Journalists reported serious concern
about harassment of journalists at state media institutions, and in some cases mobs loyal to
Rajapaksa entered facilities and threatened employees and forced them to leave the
premises. In another case the bodyguard of a minister loyal to ousted Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe opened fire into a crowd of protesters outside a state media outlet, killing
a Rajapaksa supporter.

F @EENEE ERBERUVCER —F RVSUH Py —F VR -l
EEfR#E - AMETEENZE., & 3.0 ilt) refworld (20174E7 A)

2.2.4 The law allows for freedom of speech, expression, association and peaceful

assembly and these are generally respected under the current government. However, these
legal rights are in some respects limited by other laws and regulations in place, such as
the 1979 Prevention of Terrorism Act, which contains broad restrictions, such as a
prohibition on bringing the government into contempt (see Legal rights).
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2.2.5 The level of censorship has relaxed since the end of the conflict in 2009. Journalists
are free to criticise the government, although some believe they continue to be monitored
by the authorities and/or practice self-censorship. The number of verbal and physical
attacks on journalists is reported to have significantly reduced although a few isolated
incidents continue to be reported. The current government has pledged to investigate
journalists killed or disappeared during the conflict (see Censorship and Journalists).

2.2.6  Furthermore, under the Sirisena government, internet freedom has significantly
improved and there are no reports of the authorities monitoring online activity (see
Internet access, content and blocking). Therefore a person is unlikely to be at risk from
speaking freely online.

2.2.7 Members of the media, human rights activists and civil society are able to operate
freely but there have been some reports of harassment and monitoring by security forces
against those participating in protests or demonstrations, particularly student or civil
society activists (see Civil society/human rights activists).
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2.2.3 There are some restrictions on freedom of belief and incidents of discrimination and

harassment against religious minorities. However, religious minorities participate in
political life and are represented in Government (see State treatment).

2.2.4 Incidents of intimidation and violence against religious minorities by state officials
do occur, although are rare (see Overview of recent incidents against religious minorities

and State treatment).

(2) 4 RT LB
7 @IRBC_[7 =V —[H% [LKA200593.E] : Sri Lanka: Situation and treatment of
Muslims by society and the authorities; state protection (2019-April 2021)] (2021
£5A21H)

1. Overview

The US Department of State International Religious Freedom Report for 2019 notes that
"[m]ost Muslims self-identify as a separate ethnic group, rather than as Tamil or Sinhalese"
(US 10 June 2020, 2-3). According to Minority Rights Group International (MRG), Sri
Lanka is characterized by "a strong overlap between religion and ethnicity": "most"
members of the Buddhist majority are Sinhalese, while "most" Hindus and Christians are
Tamil (MRG Mar. 2018a). MRG states that "the larger majority" of Muslims are Sri Lankan
Moors, with Indian Moors and Malays as the other main groups of Muslims (MRG Mar.
2018b). MRG further indicates that Muslims may speak "both Tamil and Sinhalese,"
depending on where they live (MRG Mar. 2018a). Similarly, Andreas Johansson, the
director of the Swedish South Asian Studies Network (SASNET) at Lund University,
indicates that "most" Muslims speak Tamil, but that there are Muslims who speak Sinhalese
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(Johansson 23 Apr. 2019).

According to MRG, the majority of Muslims live in the eastern parts of Sri Lanka, while
the rest of the Muslim community lives in urban centres (MRG Mar. 2018b). The same
source notes that the Muslims community is also divided "between mainly agriculturists
living in the east, and traders who are dispersed across the island" (MRG Mar. 2018b).
According to the US International Religious Freedom Report for 2019, Muslims "form a
plurality in the Eastern Province," and Central, North Central, North Western,
Sabaragamuwa, Uva and Western provinces have "sizable" Muslim communities (US 10
June 2020, 3).

--Sources report that since the end of the conflict, Buddhists [or Buddhist "extremists"
(The World 26 Apr. 2019; Johansson 23 Apr. 2019)] have been targeting the Muslim
community in Sri Lanka (The World 26 Apr. 2019; Johansson 23 Apr. 2019; International
Crisis Group 23 Apr. 2019). In an article, the International Crisis Group notes that Sinhalese
Buddhist groups such as the Buddhist Power Force (Bodu Bala Sena, BBS) targeted
Muslims for violence, hate speech and economic boycotts, claiming that they "threatened
the island's stability and Buddhist character" (International Crisis Group 23 Apr. 2019).
MRG indicates that in 2013, "Buddhist nationalists" mounted campaigns to prohibit halal
products as well as face coverings including the hijab (MRG Mar. 2018b). The same source
reports that in 2014, anti-Muslim rioting in Aluthgama, Western Province, "left four dead,
many injured and displaced, and significant property damage" (MRG Mar. 2018b). The
World, an American public radio news program (The World n.d.), reports that Buddhist
"extremist" groups made "unfounded accusations" against Muslims and Christians, for
example that people were "spraying women's clothes with some kind of anti-fertility
chemical" (The World 26 Apr. 2019). The same article reports that the rumours "flared up
into real violence" in 2014 and 2018, with "Sinhalese Buddhist mobs attacking Muslim
businesses, houses and mosques, throwing stones and [committing] assault[s]" (The World
26 Apr. 2019).

@ 2019 4F 4 A DFHT m FHE ORI
7 @IRBC_[Z7 =V —H%Z [LKA200593.E] : SriLanka: Situation and treatment of
Muslims by society and the authorities: state protection (2019-April 2021)] (2021
#5H21H)

1.1 Easter Bombings in 2019

On Easter Sunday, 21 April 2019, a series of suicide bombing attacks against hotels and
Christian churches killed over 250 people (BBC 21 Apr. 2020; International Crisis Group
27 Sept. 2019, 3; openDemocracy 12 Apr. 2020) and injured hundreds of others
(International Crisis Group 27 Sept. 2019, 3; openDemocracy 12 Apr. 2020). According to
the International Crisis Group, a "rogue offshoot of a Sri Lankan Salafi militant group, the
National Tawhid Jamaat (NTJ)" [National Thowheeth Jama'ath, National Thowheed
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Jamath] carried out the attacks, inspired and "modest[ly]" supported by individuals
"believed to" be linked to the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) [Islamic State of Iraq
and al-Sham, Islamic State (IS), Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), Daesh]
(International Crisis Group 27 Sept. 2019, 3). Similarly, openDemocracy, an "independent
global media organisation" that reports and analyzes social and political issues
(openDemocracy n.d.), notes that the NTJ, "a little[-]known Islamist terror organisation,"
was "allegedly implicated in the attacks" and reports that the suicide bombers were all Sri
Lankan citizens (openDemocracy 12 Apr. 2020). Following the attacks, the Sri Lankan
government declared a state of emergency that gave security forces "sweeping" powers to
arrest, detain (International Crisis Group 27 Sept. 2019, 4; UN 26 Aug. 2019) and
investigate (International Crisis Group 27 Sept. 2019, 4). In addition, the state of emergency
included a ban on face coverings (openDemocracy 12 Apr. 2020; US 10 June 2020, 5-6;
Australia 4 Nov. 2019, para. 3.31), which applied to the burqa and nigab (US 10 June 2020,
5-6; Australia 4 Nov. 2019, para. 3.31). According to sources, authorities have arrested and
detained 2,289 people in connection with the attacks (UN 25 Aug. 2020, para. 24; Al Jazeera
23 Aug. 2019), of whom 1,820 were Muslim (Al Jazeera 23 Aug. 2019). The International
Crisis Group reports that Muslim political and religious leaders, as well as Muslim citizens,
have denounced the Easter attacks (International Crisis Group 27 Sept. 2019, 26).

3. Treatment by Authorities
3.1. After the Events of Easter 2019

Sources indicate that in the aftermath of the 2019 Easter bombings, Muslims were
arbitrarily arrested and detained by Sri Lankan authorities (HRW 3 July 2019; Sunday
Observer 7 July 2019; Amnesty International 2020, 59). Sources report that the Prevention
of Terrorism Act (PTA) [2] was used in the "vast majority" of arrests (HRW 3 July
2019; Sunday Observer 7 July 2019). The Sunday Observer, a weekly English-
language newspaper published in Colombo, adds that the authorities also detained people
under the section 3(1) of the ICCPR Act (Sunday Observer 7 July 2019).

Lawyers interviewed by Human Rights Watch (HRW) in June 2019 reported having
clients who "had often been arrested without any credible evidence of terrorist
involvement," and indicated that the reasons for the clients' arrests included the discovery
of the Quran [Qur'an] or other Arabic literature in their possession during searches (HRW 3
July 2019). Similarly, an International Crisis Group report on the aftermaths of the Easter
bombings states that, according to families of arrested Muslims and leaders of the Muslim
community, "many of those imprisoned had no connections to the attacks or extremist
groups but had been reported to the authorities out of fear or bigotry" (International Crisis
Group 27 Sept. 2019, 22). The Sunday Observer reports that, according to lawyers,
human rights activists and NGOs, many people were arrested without "credible" evidence
of "terrorist" activity and for "frivolous" reasons, such as possessing a certificate in Arabic
or having Arabic songs on their computer (Sunday Observer 7 July 2019).
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Sources give the example of a Muslim woman who was arrested for wearing a dress that
allegedly depicted the dharmachakra [a Buddhist symbol (International Crisis Group 27
Sept. 2019, 22; Al Jazeera 16 June 2019)], when, in fact, it was an image of a ship wheel
(International Crisis Group 27 Sept. 2019, 22; Al Jazeera 16 June 2019; Women's Action
Network 30 June 2019). The Sunday Observer reports the case of a father and son who
were jailed under the PTA for possessing "explosives" after 234 grams of chlorine powder
were discovered in their home (Sunday Observer 7 July 2019).

Sources indicate that nine Muslim ministers in the government resigned in June 2019,
"fear[ing]" that violence would take place if they did not (HRW 3 July 2019; The
Washington Post 7 July 2019), after a monk with a seat in parliament began a hunger
strike to call for their departure, with support from a leader of the BBS (HRW 3 July 2019).

3.2 Under the Rajapaksa Government

According to the International Crisis Group, since the election of President Rajapaksa,
"[t]he status of Muslims as full participants in the country's social, political and economic
life is ... at growing risk" (International Crisis Group 29 Jan. 2020). On 19 March 2021,
Amnesty International published a statement on the trend towards "marginalization,
discrimination and targeting" of the Muslim community in Sri Lanka (Amnesty
International 19 Mar. 2021, 1). The same source notes "recent incidents of cabinet proposals,
decisions, and government regulations” that are "discriminat[ory]" against Sri Lanka's
Muslims "from the outset" (Amnesty International 19 Mar. 2021, 1).

According to sources, as of March 2021, the Ministry of Defence must approve all Islamic
books brought into the country [by plane (Amnesty International 19 Mar. 2021, 2)]
(Amnesty International 19 Mar. 2021, 2; Haniffa 18 Apr. 2021).

Sources report that on 12 or 13 March 2021, the Minister for Public Security put forward
a proposal that would ban "Islamic face coverings" (HRW 16 Mar. 2021), burqas (Haniffa
18 Apr. 2021), or face coverings "that cannot be removed in public on request" (Amnesty
International 19 Mar. 2021, 1). The Minister justified the measure on "national security”
grounds (HRW 16 Mar. 2021; Amnesty International 19 Mar. 2021, 1; Haniffa 18 Apr.
2021), calling the face coverings a "sign of religious extremism" (Amnesty International 19
Mar. 2021, 1; Haniffa 18 Apr. 2021). Sources also report that the Minister announced the
government's intention to close more than 1,000 Islamic schools (HRW 16 Mar. 2021;
Haniffa 18 Apr. 2021; Reuters 13 Mar. 2021) that he said were "flouting national education
policy" (Reuters 13 Mar. 2021).

Sources report that in March 2021, President Rajapaksa issued new regulations related to
the PTA that allow people arrested for an offence under the PTA to be sent, without a trial,
to a "reintegration centre" [or "rehabilitation centre" (Haniffa 18 Apr. 2021)] for up to one
year (Haniffa 18 Apr. 2021; Amnesty International 19 Mar. 2021, 2-3; HRW 16 Mar. 2021),
a period that can be extended to two years (Amnesty International 19 Mar. 2021, 2-3; HRW
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16 Mar. 2021). Sources indicate that the regulation has a "broa[d]" definition of what
constitutes an offence and allows for the arrest and rehabilitation of anyone who "'by words
either spoken or intended to be read or by signs or by visible representations or otherwise,
[causes or intends to cause commission of acts of violence or (Amnesty International 19
Mar. 2021, 3)] religious, racial or communal disharmony or feelings of ill will or hostility
between different communities or racial or religious groups™ (Amnesty International 19
Mar. 2021, 3; HRW 16 Mar. 2021). Amnesty International specifies that under these new
regulations, a suspect is unable "to challenge their detention through [the] legal means and
safeguards  that would wusually be  available by law, including
through habeus [sic] corpus proceedings" (Amnesty International 19 Mar. 2021, 3, italics in
original). Sources state that the new regulations may be used by the government to target
Muslims and government critics (Amnesty International 19 Mar. 2021, 2-3) or religious and
racial minorities (HRW 16 Mar. 2021).
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In the aftermath of the Easter Sunday bombings, anti-Muslim mobs killed one person
and caused extensive damage to homes and businesses. About 1,100 Muslim refugees and
asylum seekers, including members of the persecuted Ahmadiyya religious community from
Pakistan, were subjected to harassment and threats, forcing them to take shelter in crowded
and unsanitary temporary refuges.

In May, President Sirisena pardoned Gnanasara Thero, a prominent monk and leader of a

militant anti-Muslim organization, who was serving a jail sentence for contempt of court.

45


https://refugeestudies.jp/
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2019T049.html#ad-image-0
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2019T049.html#ad-image-0
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/sri-lanka

AV Z % 202146 H 28 H OHERAFSE 7 +— T A https://refugeestudies.jp/

T DFAT HEEFE#HSE VT8 (iR ABFv=7 (20194 11 A 4
H)

BIFEOT a ik & KA AT LG T O

3.31 2019 FFOEIERDOT v ffite, AU T HDORA AT LEIGIIEmE -7,
DFAT (&, BUBEZ A S SN FHH ORI T, 2019 4 4 A 21 B LI,
FHEBBICA AT AR ENEZ T TWAEWN I HEEZRFE L TWD, Zh
5 OHANZEEDSN T, A > T, HIhFE DI 72 D KRS AIL D TEE I
Sic, TNAR=0—7 (BEEED) REDA AT A MEOREZ PRI
L= Tlidlawny, ARloOEIEHE X Z OO KR Z AMEICHE L T 5 &R
Wiz, —H DI, WPt BRI, RFEDPe T v 7T &2 FE L oTc MDD
EEIE LI LW WEEZT T, 5 A 13 BICBUHIE, REERES e Yy 7 (8
RS2V ZITEH SR E AT 2 EHRERIT Lic, AR,
20194E 4 H 22 HIZRE LTz, 7 = A ABR—=IZOWTITIERMBRHI RN 2 e o Tz
bOD, =h—ThkF LIRS EREYRIMEEIND EVIWMENRH D,

332 MiCIEHIEIL DFAT (2xF LT, W%, AN DA X T LR DGR E
TR, BEWE D CHREWSBE X, HEEBEZITOOERESI, A AT A
R TEIRA 2y FERERT B0 7 Ly RBERA I, — DA R T
DRI ECHEEE ~ DT 7 B A B HESR Sl L EE o 72, DFAT I, 6 &
EBOMANDA AT LR BHENKEBE S ADRITEIES S, BENTER
Mol HEFIGEWE, 5H24 B, 27 (JLBEEHM) O 2T L%
[ZRliCd 5 Mohamed Shafi i £723, FEAZHBTIC NTROLHERTAEZR
FRIZ LTz &V D Bk T STz, i@ ddilc, v a U X RRFREIC, HooR
B D EERT 2375 OB 321412 4,000 AD LA RIFIC Lz & BiET 5 —mi s
DE#H ST,

335 201944 H21 H, A1 AT L% 2=7 1%, FERHKBEBSEE~DOEE
L MERBEORNRE LS TE I, WEM (=R, B, I T),
FEIN (FoZTh, FT70, ZA3HT) FOILEIMN (=2 Fn) THRIEITA
PITONTEZ R TWnD, RbIEARFEREL LT, SA 12-13 HIZ, 7
T T BT AR NF—T T EOILPEHMN O A DA AT LREFE, EA
7 AEERHE N KO NDOHETHCHI T N T RBEDEN L o7, < DR
BENKZ DT AL, BEIIRERF A=V 22Tz (MoToOFHRMHIZ L
X, ZNVF—HTHXTZTTA50 F1), £ AT LRETVRAT N 1 AKRES
iz, BUMIRE MRS 2] E A AT DRICKT 2872 E2ILTD
LT BRI RFET AEESCR AT ¢ S DR A I T 5700, e
I LT =V Y VAT 4 T afEIE Uiz, ZOFNICE#E LT, F4 7Ry o
ZRAILBET > 2T U A N TH D Amith Weerasinghe % 532 100 ALL E23NEHE &
7=, HRCSL I%, YURANBEEZ LD D=0 T iE 2 #E Loz )

46


https://refugeestudies.jp/
http://www.moj.go.jp/isa/content/930005582.pdf

AV Z % 202146 H 28 H OHERAFSE 7 +— T A https://refugeestudies.jp/

W& A KW L7-, MahasonBalakaya ® Y — % — T % Weerasinghe |%, 2018 43
R T4 TRETERA AT LEINEEG L, TO%RERIN (8337 1
ZM), BBS 75 2019 £ 5 H O FNTHEE L TWIENE S NEIAHTH L, =3
2 =T A W ORI E B DR AN LZORAREMEIFEKR & L TRivy, DFAT (%, Eif
BOTRFENEZT T ARXATLRAI 2 =T 4 IZxT D2 HERDMBELERD
JREEPH 72 T R BRB O A REMEIT B D & B X TV D,

Z @HRW [Sri Lanka: Muslims Face Threats, Attacks - Authorities Should Act
Against Incitement by Buddhist Nationalists| (201947 H 3 H)

Since the Easter Sunday bombings in April 2019 that killed over 250 people, which was
claimed by Islamist militants, Sri Lankan Muslims have faced an upsurge in violations of
their basic rights and assaults and other abuses from Buddhist nationalists. Sri Lankan
officials and politicians should stop endorsing, ignoring, or exploiting hate speech and mob
violence directed at Muslims by members of the Buddhist clergy and other powerful figures.

Since the bombings, the authorities have arbitrarily arrested and detained hundreds of
people under counterterrorism and emergency laws. According to lawyers and activists, the
vast majority of arrests are under the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA), a long-abused law
that the government pledged to the United Nations Human Rights Council to repeal.
Lawyers said their clients had often been arrested without any credible evidence of terrorist
involvement, for reasons including having the Quran or other Arabic literature in their

possession during searches.
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2.2.7 Most violence against religious minorities is perpetrated by hardline Sinhalese

Buddhist nationalist groups, but they represent a minority of Buddhists and in general there
is peaceful coexistence between religions. Large-scale violence occasionally flares up, most
recently in March 2018. However, this was the first such reported incident targeting a
religious group since the Aluthgama riots of June 2014, when groups apparently inspired by
Bodu Bala Sena, a Sinhalese Buddhist nationalist group, attacked Muslim homes and
properties, killing four and injuring 80 people (see Non-state and societal treatment).

7.2.3 The MRGI report commented that Muslims

‘...continue to face a climate of fear and hostility that is actively orchestrated by Buddhist

nationalist outfits, including more recent movements such as Sinha Le which was very
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active during the early months of 2016. The incidents illustrate the daily reality of
propaganda targeting the Muslim community as a whole, as well as frequent hate speech,
threats, and intimidation...

‘Since 2012, Buddhist nationalists have become increasingly active in their dissemination
of anti-Muslim propaganda through a range of public platforms, including social media.
This wave of Buddhist nationalism was impelled by groups such as the BBS, Sinhala
Ravaya, Ravana Balaya and others.’ 55

7.4.3 This incident was also described by the UN Special Rapporteur on minority issues,
in a report dated January 2017:

‘Many expressed grave concern about Sinhala-Buddhist nationalism and extremism, which
gained particular force under the previous Government. Groups such as the Bodu Bala Sena
(Buddhist Power Force) incited violence and hatred against religious and other minorities
while proclaiming the racial superiority of Sinhala Buddhists...The most notable of such
incidents [of violence] was the Aluthgama riots in June 2014 when mobs were said to have
been mobilized by the Bodu Bala Sena to attack Muslim homes and properties following a
minor traffic incident, leaving 4 Muslims dead and 80 injured. For more than six days, more
than 6,000 people were reportedly trapped and left to starve in mosques.’69

7.4.7 In early March 2018, there was a large-scale outbreak of violence against Muslim

communities in Kandy district75. See: Incidents against Muslims
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2.2.6  There is some societal discrimination and harassment, particularly against

Evangelical Christians, but there are very few such incidents (see Non-state and societal
treatment).

7.4.1 Freedom House stated that religious minorities face ‘occasional violence’ and that:
‘Tensions between the Buddhist majority and the Christian and Muslim minorities—
particularly evangelical Christian groups, which are accused of forced conversions—
sporadically flare into attacks by Buddhist extremists.’66 The Amnesty International
2016/17 report stated: ‘Christians and Muslims reported incidents of...physical violence by
members of the public and supporters of hardline Sinhala Buddhist political groups.’67

(4) EZRRE
7 @KENHE ERBREMER/ —F RV T ZE~A ) VT 15
A, 5 1.0 i) (20184E3 H)

2.3.3 Although the state appears able to offer protection and there is evidence that in some

cases the police have responded to the mistreatment of religious minorities, such as by
arresting Buddhist militants for threatening violence against Muslims, there is also evidence
of police and judicial inaction and a failure to properly investigate abuses against, and

deliver justice for, religious minorities (see Protection).

8.1.3 The BBC reported that, on 6 March 2018, the government imposed a state of
emergency in response to an outbreak of violence against Muslim communities (the first
state of emergency for seven years, before which the country was under the measure for
almost 30 years because of the war with the LTTE). The police arrested almost 300 people,
including a hardline Buddhist organisation leader, and deployed hundreds of troops to
Kandy. The government lifted the state of emergency and the ban on social media websites
on 18 March81 .

8.2 Police and judicial inaction

8.2.1 The Amnesty International 2016/17 report noted: ‘Police failed to take action against

attackers or in some cases blamed religious minorities for inciting opponents.’82

8.2.2 The USSD 2016 international religious freedom report stated: ‘According to the
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National Christian Evangelical Alliance of Sri Lanka, in multiple instances police reportedly
failed to respond to, or were reluctant to arrest or pursue, criminal cases against individuals
instigating attacks on religious minority sites. Legal experts with experience representing
minorities with discrimination claims also noted the prosecution of perpetrators was rare.’
83
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(6) There are no detention facilities at the airport. Only those whose names appear on a stop
list will be detained from the airport. Any risk for those in whom the Sri Lankan authorities
are or become interested exists not at the airport, but after arrival in their home area, where
their arrival will be verified by the CID or police within a few days , see paragraph 356 (6).

(d) A person whose name appears on a computerised —stop list accessible at the airport,
comprising a list of those against whom there is an extant court order or arrest warrant.
Individuals whose name appears on a stop list will be stopped at the airport and handed over
to the appropriate Sri Lankan authorities, in pursuance of such order or warrant, see
paragraph 356- 7(d).

(9) The authorities maintain a computerised intelligence-led watch list. A person whose
name appears on a watch list is not reasonably likely to be detained at the airport but will
be monitored by the security services after his or her return. If that monitoring does not
indicate that such a person is a Tamil activist working to destabilise the unitary Sri Lankan
state or revive the internal armed conflict, the individual in question is not, in general, reaso
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