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5.4.1 Udo and others reported that there are an estimated 250 ethnic groups in Nigeria®'.

5.4.2 The CIA World Factbook stated that the country ‘is composed of more than 250
ethnic groups’*

It provided the following ethnicity percentages:
* Hausa 30%
* Yoruba 15.5%



https://www.moj.go.jp/isa/refugee/resources/nyuukokukanri03_00123.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nigeria-country-policy-and-information-notes/country-policy-and-information-note-internal-relocation-july-2024-accessible
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nigeria-country-policy-and-information-notes/country-policy-and-information-note-internal-relocation-july-2024-accessible
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* Igbo (Ibo) 15.2%

* Fulani 6%

* Tiv 2.4%

» Kanuri/Berberi 2.4%

* Ibibio 1.8%

* [jaw/Izon 1.8%

« other 24.9% (2018 estimates)*

]

5.5 B

5.5.3 David M Eberhard, Gary F Simons and Charles D. Fennig, in the online version of
‘Ethnologue: Languages of the World, 26th edition (2023)’, reported that Nigeria has 520
living indigenous languages, some of which — Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba — are official in
parts of the country. They stated that 10 living non-indigenous languages are also
established within Nigeria, including English, the official language of the country™®.

5.5.4 Udo and others stated that although English is the official language, Hausa is the
most widely spoken. They noted that Yoruba, Igbo, Fula and English Creole are also
widely spoken®.

5.5.5 The BBC, in an article ‘Nigerian schools: Flogged for speaking my mother
language’ (BBC language article 2023), dated 7 January 2023, stated: ‘For many middle-
class Nigerians, especially in the south, English is now their mother tongue and some
may not speak any local languages. This is partly a result of marriages between members
of different ethnic groups, and people moving to cities, where English is the lingua

franca.”?’
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A0z7BB8QRoyp8FJ_570hsgjobfksJ_cp/view
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1.2 AR

The security situation in Nigeria remained complex, with high levels of violence in many
parts of the country.’! The government had only limited control outside the major cities. The
security forces were overstretched and unable to ensure security throughout the country.
Large parts of the country, especially outside the urban centres, had to manage without
effective protection from the government.’?> Everyday violence included kidnappings,
religiously motivated attacks, attacks by armed gangs, and police and military violence.
According to the Council on Foreign Relations, this was due, among other factors, to the
deterioration of the Nigerian state’s administrative capacity, low confidence in the justice
system, and climate change and desertification. The upcoming elections further added to the

pressure.*?
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https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/area/nigeria/data.html
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/netherlands/PLib/2023-1_EN_AAB_Nigeria.pdf
https://www.moj.go.jp/isa/refugee/resources/nyuukokukanri03_00123.html
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https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2024T036.html#ad-image-0
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2024T036.html#ad-image-0
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https://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain/opendocpdf.pdf?reldoc=y&docid=54c7870dc
https://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain/opendocpdf.pdf?reldoc=y&docid=54c7870dc

FA Y=V 7T 2024410 A 7 H O¥ERLAFSE 7 4+ — T L https://refugeestudies.jp/

ZEALE TREMET BN — T R OB 2 5 X E = Lt T\ 5 3, KBUM
BIOBEFERNIFE ST ERESINTHDEN, T4V TEABLRZED
BEE DO A —r F v K, =2 =2 —/LIZBW T, — R RIS 5 HEFE 5 v i
DBHENTUVND 4 2016 4F 1 A0S 5 AT T, EIZHAAL 2 MBLOT K~ U
BT D4 BEE L 7e B ORGSR, — KT 386 A EC L7 &L LT
W53,

12. FA Y= UTALEES, FRCT < U, A ML I ITB T DR
METH Y ARLETHDH Z &M, UNHCR IZEEEICR L, EHE 2 S &3,
B % ROEHENP DB TL HAx OFEIEA~DT 7 & 23 L OVE#EFRE ~D
T AEHATDH LD BEFET DH, UNHCR X, 1 ¥ = U 7 ILHER A ke L
TWHAx, BN A V= U TAHE TR BT 5 LA 3 Tl iE#
EZHIE L T2 A2 IR, 1969 4E OAU 55055 1 45 2 THIC RS & [EBR MR # 4 2
FTELTCWAHEEENEWEZ XD 40, AT, T4 2= U 7 ALHGERH 5 REHE
LTWD A% DZ IH 1951 FEHINTHUE S 25 ¥R O H(L D H e 2 it 7o 3w 6E
PEDNE 5 41, UNHCR (%, 1RZH L OAMEIRILAE Y IC e D £ Tl i
DHNTHARBEE SNTEEZLEDO T, T4V U 706 OHR~DEEK
FIXEEEOBAIEAEILT S X O KEICKRD D, -

v EHPE TR 2015 FF A V=V TEZE| YV bu - TOTREWIERT
[T77V VR —"1] 535 (2015 4F)

Aiflal 2011 FEDEEGEZE T, b L7277 NY e E 2 « A AT —2#) O
FTEHENEICF Y A FEGEAER L 800 ALLEDOFEZEZH L-, ZOREITT
UNAEE DA AT — LBEDOEE ZRE L7z & i, SRIOBEEICBNTH 9
LIRSz, L LAERE LT DS D T T AR B -
7oy, FORRITNIhoTe, -

(3) FERERHURDIEE « AEREL <2024 10 5 7 BEH >
7 NBEBBENREFR—DbR— [FA D) TOEEER [EBRL-LOiEs:]
(NEDOFEH) | (20244E4 A 22 R)

[fEBR L ~]

o JLHIT (NTFIMBE T ~YN), JEFEES (e, Y3 NN, Fa7 7 T,
T 4TI DHIIM, ML A D= RO Ry M), dbdREs (=
FMEORT T b—INv a AT (k2 ETe)) . FHE (f TINEOTF T
FM) WNZEEREES (TN, U N—=ZN S AN DT 7T - A R A

\ EEL S

AR SRiEI)



https://www.ide.go.jp/Japanese/Publish/Periodicals/Africa/2015_03.html
https://www.ide.go.jp/Japanese/Publish/Periodicals/Africa/2015_03.html#2
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2024T036.html#ad-image-0
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2024T036.html#ad-image-0

FA Y=V 7T 2024410 A 7 H O¥ERLAFSE 7 4+ — T L https://refugeestudies.jp/

Lo 3 ERUTIED TS 2 &, (M ILEIE) (k)

[R1 2 F]

o JLI (N FMBERT M) ALPEES 8 M, bR (a2 FMERT T b —
N a A (JEitlkz &) BEE (A EMET F o7 ZIN) WONCFErE
(T EI U R—=ZM NS I ODNT 7 U - A RPN EEER) T,
A AT IEBEIRFERE OTEEN S W, H 5130, iEERNC L 2K o BEE R
FENFRE L TWVWDHDT, ZNEDOHIBA~OERIZED L 5> 72BN ThHILIED
TLIEEN,

2 HuIERES

(3) ALK ST FM LT LI | AT (7 B, V3 M FLT 7 T,
DY AT CHTI, B FA D —MEOA ), Ak (=
FMEDT T =M 2 AT (EDHEAEETe.) . AR (FA2M, U /s—
I, S EAAINET 2 T+ A RIS

T FHEE (A EMEOTF T TN

AEMNKOT F 7 ZINTIE €7 7 ZEROMI A2 BEa T ol EFRdEk T e
7 Z%eER (Indigenous People of Biafra(IPOB)) | M N O EFH I ToH 5 [Eastern
Security Network(ESN)J 2MAZZHERISE 2 5 L T 21372, BITES R 0fE
Fr DR KT, Huldlf ¥ Rz U CTOMEEE IR 24 U, ZHICER LIcE 2 3F
LHEFEGI T LTEBY, JBLOENRH LN TVET,

A4 EFTAP= VT HAREKRERE (T4 V= ) 7 REENOOEEBE (E7 75

BAfR) | (201749 A 27 H)

X5E& . v7 7 7HFE (196745 H 30 H~19704E 1 A 11 H) 1%, 44,
SEE S T2 1967 D 50 EAEE X D, EENIMUAI=X 7T (Bl X Z
X 7)) Tholen, T0%, vz Vifi EAENA TV H) ([2BHE), ©7
7 IEAIT 1967 T A 6 H~1970 4= 1 H 11 HIZHA,

(4) FTIFHURDIGER - NHERTL <2024 %10 A 7 HEH >
7 NBEWHNLREFR—b2—D [FA D= TomBER LB L -LOifiks]
(NEDOFH) ] (202444 A 22 A)

[fEkr L ~r]

10


https://www.ng.emb-japan.go.jp/files/000293891.pdf
https://www.ng.emb-japan.go.jp/files/000293891.pdf
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2024T036.html#ad-image-0
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pchazardspecificinfo_2024T036.html#ad-image-0

FA Y=V 7T 2024410 A 7 H O¥ERLAFSE 7 4+ — T L https://refugeestudies.jp/

o JLHFE (NTFMEOT W) ALBEER (I, Y= R L7 7 T
A4 FTM PATING 7N FTA D —INKOT By ), dbfr it (=
FMEOT T b= a 2 (HatikzEte)) . A (MK OTF 7
FM) N FEFS (T A ZM DV AS=2ZM AN Z AP WET 7T - A R L
N ’S}LHE‘B)

LoUL 3 PRI TS ZZ2E W, (M ILE)E) (k)

[RA1 > B

o JLHER (NTTFIM BT L ~YN)  AEPaER 8 M, ALl (2 FME T T b—
M a 20 (Aol z &) . FEE (ML OT T 7 FH) NS FEH
# (TEN U AR=Z N TP PNEOT 7T - AR LIRS T,
A AT LIEEURARROTEEN A R 650 2130 BEEEIC X DA% 0% - 58+
HFENHE L TNDHDT, ZALOHBA~OERITED X S LA THIILD
TLIZEW,

2 HIRIER

(3) ALHGES (N FIM PO ) AEPEES (BN, Y 3 ML AT 7 TN,
A4 FM DPATIN, 7N FTA T —INKOT Ry ) dbfr il (=
FMBEOT T b—INY a 2 (Adilkz ETe,)) . MrEE (FarsM, U ~—
ZM S AN RT 7T« A R DN D)

F FEES (FAZIM, DV R=ZM . S YN EOT 7T - A R D)
ZOHBEIZI W TIL, 20T, AMFIREZ D <0 | KBUF AR A B i
BRADOBEESS | INE R R 2 - 2B N S R4 LW E L, B
IZEDXROFER, BUEIX Z OO FHX =T8I0k T 21 ERRERIE O#E
FPE> LT E S8, TRE Ul AR B L7z & A b5 RIRERIEIC L5 A
REDOHEEITE L, o, v o VP - BB R L 3 B RS

AT B E KR E L TRESOIR LRI E RN TV E T,

4 DFAT [HEEIFEHBE JTAY=U7 (EiR)l (2020412 H 3 ) <A®
Fo=7>

2.56 IR IR 2 ZARAYIC KT L CEMIANIC T n W2 AT > T X 72, AZR D
TiE. BURF R ONRZEHiRR . Al Xk O 7 T [EBEEEE R K& O i BE oD A
. ANSAFHE R EOmEMBR S EEND, 20 LEXBEIRE TR LD A,

11


https://www.moj.go.jp/isa/refugee/resources/nyuukokukanri03_00123.html

FA Y=V 7T 2024410 A 7 H O¥ERLAFSE 7 4+ — T L https://refugeestudies.jp/

UARIZAR 2 - T WO KBUFEENCBIE L THEHE O T b — iz Th
NT&E7, BlziE, 201946 H, Rz « ~NTLAOEBENRL IN~A RvJ
U OFEERIZH D 2 R v 4 (Konduga) D5 CHEMZ 1B S W7 0 & |
30 AFETS, 40 ANEE LT,

UMRGI [~A4 VT 4 /RERMREE - F APV T : TAZHIBDO~A /
VT 45 (201841 A)

TV F IR T MIRIREZAF LT WD, 202 3R E XD EZANC L
TW5, RIMIROIEZERIL B BN MEDORINZIT> T\ 5, [FIEE
2. 2006 FH0] 6 OAIMEEH TOWMBMIRIC L DB IR 2B LS S 5 Hidik
THbdH D, 4 QAN =7 v « ARV P g KEEIZT V2 il T8 BLEH
BHR LTZD, B U T2 5N DB D0 D DA T, IRk CEFEMEZ =2 LT
%% O EALSFERERSNS Slz, S ORHEENE X 2006 4 8 HIZA Y
VY a IR OBEERED OO b WIMIROEY K E Y &4 Uz, A IME o B
BOBEBOFERHEMEN Rz, REEBIITFELELEZLERNTH LD
27272, 2007 #8 AIZT A Y=V T OEERAMEBTH CTHLHR— K « N—a—
N a2 Rk S W7 2 L TR T 2 IBIRO BN TR S v, BUFERT L
AU OFEL IR ) —ZF—Z @ L L9 & LizZ &, fiffr TR X 72,
NRITEDOMTHERE TV EEDLRTW5, BHOEFRNRIEORME & LT
Wa—a v "~OAMFBEANCEE L& LTERINTDTE,

oS 2= 4 =V 2— b TAEDOY 2Lt E ORO R EI2E D5,
FTA T2V TBNEIORSF I =i oA mAMEEZEI L2 Sk,
2008 4F 6 H 4 HIZHRE LT=, -

3. BET ZBUAMME. BUATES),BUFSLH (HEREEET) OEER

(1) BaaRin <2024 410 A 7 BHEMI>
7 @FTFTUENBE ATV T M EES] (202341 H) <EUAACOI
Portal >
L1 Biaiki

In Nigeria, political parties are not divided by political ideology, and party programmes
play no significant role. Due to the opportunities for corruption within the government,
politics is very lucrative. For this reason money is the dominant theme in elections. For
example, candidates in the PDP primaries had to pay 45 million naira (approximately
106,000 euros) and those in the APC primaries 100 million naira (approximately 237,000
euros).'? The primaries are indirect elections, so that a relatively small number of party
delegates make the final choice.!® According to various sources, the candidates paid these

delegates additional sums of tens of thousands of dollars for their vote.'* Partly as a result,
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the value of the naira fell and a scarcity of foreign currency arose. This in turn led to diesel
shortages, as there was insufficient currency to purchase diesel.15

(2) A FHUIRDOBIE, B <2024410 H 7 HEH>
7 @FTUINEE[TA V=) T EHEEER (202341 H) <EUAACOI
Portal >

1.2.2.6 Biafra independence movements

MASSOB/IPOB/ESN

According to various sources, at present there are numerous movements advocating the
secession of Biafra.”® These include the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) and the
Movement for the Actualization of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB). MASSOB is
the older of the two; although it still exists, it has become less active due to internal splits.
IPOB is a group that broke away from MASSOB. Since 2017, the movement, led by Nnamdi
Kanu, has been banned. With its armed wing the Eastern Security Network (ESN)*, IPOB
was the more active of the two groups during the reporting period.”
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Crackdown by security forces

Nigerian security forces cracked down on the Biafra independence movements during the
reporting period. The number of arrests, enforced disappearances, violent incidents and
victims in South-East Nigeria increased markedly compared to the previous reporting period
(see Figures 12-14)."'° Human rights organisations stated that many of the victims had no
ties to the independence groups."" According to international analysts, the violence
increased sympathy for the cause of independence among the Igbo population, although not
all of those concerned necessarily supported IPOB, ESN or MASSOB.!!2
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Gender-based violence (GBV) in Nigeria was described as ‘common’® and ‘rife’.*
According to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), nearly one in three women
(31 %) aged 15-49 have experienced physical violence in Nigeria.® In its 2023 annual report
on the state of human rights in Nigeria, Amnesty International (Al) noted that according to
the Minister of Women’s Affairs, 24 720 cases of sexual and gender-based violence,
including 975 deaths, were reported in the country between January and October 2023.6
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1. Prevalence of domestic violence; societal attitudes and treatment of survivors

According to the 2023 Freedom House report, rape and domestic violence offenses
‘remain widespread, with low rates of reporting and prosecution’.! The United States
Department of State (USDOS) and Nigeria’s National Human Rights Commission further
affirmed that domestic violence was widespread and considered socially acceptable.? The
National Human Rights Commission elaborated that Nigeria is a patriarchal society, in
which women are perceived as ‘properties owned by the husband’, ‘the husband is at liberty
to “discipline the wife” for any wrongdoing, and this can take the form of beating or

deprivation of some sort’.?

According to a Spotlight Initiative report from 2022, the rates of domestic violence were
considered ‘high with almost two out of every ten married women and girls (16 percent)’
reporting to have experienced physical or sexual violence from their spouses or partners.®
The USDOS annual report covering 2021, citing a 2019 survey on domestic violence,
indicated that 47 % of female respondents had faced domestic violence or were aware of
someone who had. ‘82 % of respondents indicated that violence against women was

prevalent’.’
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Figure 1. Regions/Countries with a High Prevalence of Honor-Based Violence
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The United States Department of State (USDOS) Annual report on human rights in 2022
indicated that unmarried women in Nigeria ‘endured many forms of discrimination.”?
Similarly, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands reported that women

experienced ‘significant discrimination’ in different fields, including in ‘education,

employment and inheritance', as well as gender-based violence’ (GBV).*

Sources provided lists of local organisations based in Lagos and in Nigeria offering
support services to women. ° Among these is the Jireh Doo Foundation (JDF), a women-led
organization that provides resources and assistance to underserved individuals across

Nigeria, including single mothers. '’

According to a study published in September 2023 in the Journal of Housing and the Built

Environment,'! survey data indicated presence discrimination in the Lagos rental market
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and the ‘majority of the victims were female headed households.’!? Media also reported on
cases when landlords and estate agents in Lagos refused to rent to single women.!® Several
single women interviewed by media sources were asked ‘embarrassing and humiliating’
questions while looking for an apartment,'* and were discriminated based on their marital
status'?, fear of perceived misconduct or inconsistencies in bill payments.'® A single mother
interviewed by another local newspaper stated that an estate agent suggested her perceived
‘waywardness’ was the reason she was a single mother and tried to convince her former
landlord not to rent to her. 7 While the source did not specify the exact location, it discussed

the broader challenges faced by single mothers in Nigeria.'8

1 @FFUENBE T4V T —iEHEEFER (202341 ) <EUAACOI
Portal >

3.7.1 Single women

Nigeria has one of the highest percentages of single mothers in the world.*** A January
2021 article stated that 9.5% of the Nigerian population were single mothers; 75% of these
were between the ages of 15 and 24.*** The latest NDHS population survey from 2018
showed that 14.7 percent of rural households and 21.8 percent of urban households were
headed by women.*” Although single mothers in Nigeria were more affluent and better
educated compared to global patterns, most single women were teenage mothers and lived

in rural areas.*%

Single women were more common in the south than in the north; in the North-West, for
example, 2.9% of the population consisted of single mothers, whereas in the South-South
the percentage was 20.3%. Among the Fulani (2.9%), Hausa (3.8%) and Yoruba (10.8%),
single motherhood was less common than among other ethnic groups. Single motherhood
was most common among the Ekoi, where 25.6% of the population were single mothers.
The situation for single women was difficult throughout Nigeria, although this varied

greatly according to region and ethnic group.*"’

Educational attainment was closely related
to the percentage of single women. For example, among the Ekoi, the population group with
the highest percentage of single women, the percentage of highly educated women is higher
than among the Fulani or Hausa, where the proportion of single women is significantly

lower.*%

A confidential source reported that single women had more difficulties in the north than
in the south, where it was easier for a single woman to express herself. Protection from
family, a good education and a ‘protective father’ made it easier for a single woman to cope.
It was also easier for women to cope in urban areas. In rural areas it was difficult due to
social pressure, since many people - such as parents and relatives - have a say in the
woman’s way of life. Relationship mediation often took place to ensure that a woman did

not remain single for long.**”
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1.2.2.1 Boko Haram

The name Boko Haram covers a number of armed groups, of which Jamaat Ahlussunnah
lid-Dawa wal-Jihad (JAS) and Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP)34 are
responsible for most violence. Both groups are referred to by the name Boko Haram, but
they do not use the name themselves.*

ISWAP continued to make efforts to organise a certain level of administration during the
reporting period. Under the leadership of Mossab al-Barnawi, ISWAP built wells and
mosques in its areas of influence. The group encouraged the population to live and work in
these areas so that it could impose taxes on the new residents. JAS was Boko Haram’s most
radical faction and continued to carry out attacks on the population. ISWAP restricted itself

more to attacks on security forces.*®
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Violence by IPOB/ESN

IPOB and its armed wing ESN were held responsible for attacks on police stations and
other public places such as courts, prisons and polling stations during the reporting period.'%
Supporters of the organisation were also active on social media, sometimes calling for
violence.!% Following Kanu’s arrest, IPOB organised actions calling on the population to
stay at home on Mondays and on days when the leader of IPOB is due to appear in court.
These actions were imposed through intimidation and violence.'"” In May 2022, there was
a wave of civilian casualties of violence attributed to [POB in the press. A mother and her
four children were killed in Anambra state. They were of northern origin. According to the
reporting, other victims, including people of northern origin, may have been targeted due to

their failure to comply with IPOB’s order for all citizens to stay at home.'*®
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Crackdown by security forces

Nigerian security forces cracked down on the Biafra independence movements during the
reporting period. The number of arrests, enforced disappearances, violent incidents and
victims in South-East Nigeria increased markedly compared to the previous reporting period
(see Figures 12-14).10 Human rights organisations stated that many of the victims had no
ties to the independence groups.ii According to international analysts, the violence
increased sympathy for the cause of independence among the Igbo population, although not
all of those concerned necessarily supported IPOB, ESN or MASSOB.112
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The 2023 annual Freedom House report on Nigeria described that farmers and Fulani

experienced violence as Fulani communities traveled south to find ‘new grazing lands’.?
The 2023 Nigeria crisis response plan by the International Organization for Migration
(IOM) further affirmed that violence continued against farmer communities due to
competition over land, and that violence increased over disputes related to ‘crop damage,
livestock theft, and water pollution’.* The Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect
(GCR2P) added that ‘these disputes have been exacerbated by climate change, expanding
agriculture and growing desertification in northern Nigeria’ which has ‘driven’ the
predominately Muslim Fulani herdsman southwards to areas farmed by predominately
Christian communities, resulting in ‘herder-farmer violence’ and ‘has also exacerbated

religious and ethnic tension’.”
Instances of violence due to land disputes, as reported by sources, include:

® In August 2023, four people were killed over communal clashes due to a land

ownership dispute between two communities in Enugu state.®

® [n May 2022, three people were killed in conflicts between youths with ‘dangerous

weapons’ over disputed land between two agrarian communities in Oyo state.’

® A community in Enugu state was attacked in early April 2023 by gunmen who
torched houses and vehicles and left an ‘unspecified number of deaths’ over a 35-
year long land dispute between two families. The attacked area had reportedly
become ‘a ghost town’.®

® A February 2023 article by the NGO called the HumAngle, described the ‘violent
disputes’ between the Lunguda and Waja communities in Adamawa state since 2018,
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and that the ‘recurring violence has claimed over 100 lives’ and ‘huge economic
cost[s].’

® In March 2022, a member of a vigilante group was killed by a gunman in Delta state
over a land dispute.'°

® In October 2022, a pastor and two other individuals were killed over a land dispute
between two communities in Delta state, which has existed for over 100 years.!

® [n January 2022, two people were killed and numerous injuries were reported in an
incident in Delta state, over a land dispute lasting four decades.!?

® [n February 2023, in Anambra state, an indiscriminate shooting over a land dispute
between two communities left six people presumably dead and two injured.'?

® In June 2023, the Ekiti state government publicly urged residents of border towns to
engage in peaceful relations with neighbour states to ‘avert bloodshed’.'

® In August 2023, a land dispute between two communities in Enugu state left four
people dead and considerable economic and property losses. !>
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1.2.2.2 Contflicts between communities

The previous country report described how competition for natural resources such as
water and land, especially between nomadic herders and farmers, was increasingly leading
to armed conflicts.> This trend continued in the reporting period. Violence in the past was
mostly spontaneous, but during the reporting period attacks were increasingly planned.*®
Large numbers of people were driven from their homes and as a result food security came
under pressure in several areas of Nigeria. While this type of violence was most prevalent
in North-Central Nigeria, it also spread to other parts of Nigeria.>’

Political and religious leaders, but also advocacy groups, sometimes treated the conflict
as a religious confrontation between Muslims and Christians. Most herders belong to the
overwhelmingly Muslim Fulani group, while the farmers are of various ethnic/religious
backgrounds, including Christian. However, experts largely agree that the conflict is

primarily about access to increasingly scarce resources.”®
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2. Situation and treatment of former members of Black Axe cult by state and non-state
actors (January 2021-2023)

According to a BBC documentary on the Black Axe, the Black Axe ‘have a vast network
and infiltrated all levels of Nigerian society.” The BBC documentary cites John Stone, a
professor of political science at the University of Benin and a former member of the cult, as
indicating that the Black Axe have members in the Nigerian army, the navy, the air force,
and the judiciary."* Without providing details, sources also indicate that many politicians
have linkages with the Black Axe.15 The BBC documentary indicates that a vigilante group,
the Onyabo, is dedicated to targeting members of the Black Axe and reportedly handing
them over to the police.'® Additional and corroborating information could not be found

among the sources consulted by the EUAA within the time constraints of this query.
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1.2.2.4 Cults

In the Nigerian context, the term ‘cult’66 is mainly used to refer to various types of groups
whose motivation or modus operandi is kept secret. These cults are often a combination of
traditional secret societies, vigilante groups and student associations.67

University cults originated in Nigeria as student networking and advocacy organisations.
Today, many of them also target low-skilled young people who lack prospects. Cults have
degenerated into criminal gangs that can be hired.®® They are characterised by violent
initiation rituals and illegal activities such as murder, human trafficking, sexual exploitation,

slavery, drug trafficking, smuggling, extortion, kidnapping and forced recruitment.®

Cult members can often be identified by various distinguishing marks, such as tattoos or
piercings, specific clothing and code language.”® Cults also use rituals and traditional
religious practices (juju) to strengthen the bond between members during secret
gatherings.”! The reasons people choose to join a cult include protection, networking
opportunities and in some cases financial support.’

Cults are particularly active in the Niger Delta and other southern states.”- -
The most violent cults are Black Axe, Eiye, Supreme Vikings, Only God Cult, Body Cult,
Klans Cult, Icelanders, Ku Klux Klan (KKK) and Degbam.” However, analysis of data

released by the Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) shows that most
cult-related violence is attributed to cults that could not be identified.®
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1.2.2.10 Forced recruitment
By Boko Haram

Forced recruitment and recruitment of minors also took place during the reporting period.
According to confidential sources, there was no indication that the practice of forced
recruitment by the various Boko Haram splinter groups changed during the reporting period.
These groups also continued to kidnap minors and use them as cooks, spies, messengers,
bodyguards, fighters and suicide attackers. Women and girls continued to be kidnapped for
sexual exploitation and forced labour. JAS was known for offering girls and young women
a choice between sexual slavery and/or forced marriage on the one hand and committing a
suicide attack on the other. 1%

By the CJTF

Despite the signing of an action plan to end the recruitment of minors by the CJTF and
the UN’s support for the implementation of this plan, it could not be ruled out that the CJITF
continued to recruit minors during the reporting period.'?® In January 2022, a law on
children’s rights was passed in Borno. This law provides a legal framework for the

protection of children against recruitment and other forms of violence.'?’

By militias and gangs

In general, individuals, including minors and women, joined militias, including the CJTF,
and gangs voluntarily. This often happened in response to injustices they had experienced,
such as losing family members. Young people who had grown up in a situation of

permanent insecurity saw it as the only way to help protect their communities.'?*
By cults

Cults recruited new members from the street, and from primary and secondary schools
and universities.'? Minors were regularly recruited.'*® Recruitment by cults could take
various forms. Sometimes a new member had made a conscious choice to join, but often
they were deceived and the new member did not properly understand what membership
entailed before reaching the point of no return. Individuals who offered added value, for
example because of their specific expertise, connections, wealth, or, in the case of women,

attractiveness, were also sometimes targeted for recruitment.’*! Cult members were

sometimes given quotas of new members that they had to bring in."*? Individuals who
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refused to join a cult could face intimidation and violence or have their earnings taken from
them. '
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3.3.2.2 Attacks on Christians

The number of Christian victims of violence increased markedly during the reporting
period.?* ACLED reported a 21% increase in violent incidents targeting Christians in 2021
compared to 2020. Over the first half of 2022, ACLED recorded a 25% increase since 2021
in violence specifically targeting Christians.295 In 2022 in particular, there was a sharp
increase in attacks on church buildings and people associated with them.?*® The Christian
advocacy group Open Doors ranked Nigeria number 7 among countries where Christians

are persecuted, the highest ranking Nigeria has been given by Open Doors.?’
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Although Christians frequently were victims of violence, it is not always possible to say
how many attacks specifically targeted Christians, since religion, ethnicity and the struggle
for land and resources are closely linked.?”® Muslims and Christians were both perpetrators
and victims of violence.*” Tensions between farmers and nomadic herders contributed to
an increase in violence on both sides.>* Also, although Boko Haram’s violence is certainly
partly religiously motivated, not all the violence used by this group has religious motives.*!
Thus Boko Haram attacked not only Christians, but anyone they considered to be opponents
of Boko Haram or supporters of the government, such as journalists, teachers,
schoolchildren and health workers.>*? The increase in the number of Christian victims since
2020 should be seen as part of the increase in violence against all citizens, regardless of

their religion.’*
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The Morning Star News in May 2024 mentioned that: “In Plateau state's Kayarda village,

near Namu in Qua'an Pan County, Fulani herdsmen killed four Christian farmers on May 7,
council official Christopher Audu Manship told Christian Daily International-Morning Star
News. On the same day in Bassa County, herdsmen ambushed and hacked to death a
Christian in Kwal village as he was working on his farm, said area resident Ezekiel Bini.
"The Christian farmer's wife and children were killed by herdsmen in 2021 during an attack
on the Kwal community, a predominantly Christian community," Bini told Christian Daily
International-Morning Star News.”!

The same document points out that: “Makut Alfred Mashat, a former media aide in the
Plateau state government, said in a press statement, "Since the brutal attacks on Christmas
Eve, Christmas Day, and Boxing Day in 2023 by Fulani herdsmen, Bokkos has been under
relentless assault. Over 1,000 innocent lives have been lost." The inspector-general of police
has deployed troops, and the Special Military Task Force is present, but attacks persist,
Mashat said. An Amnesty International representative on Thursday (May 9) reported that
1,336 people were killed in Plateau state between December and February.” [...]?

In March 2024 the Christian Solidarity International (CSI) notes that: “Christian
communities of Kaduna State, in Nigeria's Middle Belt, have come under repeated attack
by armed men in the past month. The attackers — suspected Fulani militants — have
kidnapped more than 500 villagers for ransom, including 287 schoolchildren, writes
Southern Kaduna-based journalist Luka Binniyat.”3 The same document mentioned that:
“Kaduna, situated in Nigeria's so-called Middle Belt, is equally split between Christians and
Muslims, with Christians forming the majority in the south of the state. Ethnic and religious

violence has plagued the state for decades.”™
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