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2.2.1 Eastern Security Network

Sources describe the Eastern Security Network (ESN) as a regional security
organization in southern Nigeria that belongs to IPOB (Sahara Reporters 22 Jan. 2021) or
is backed by IPOB (Vanguard 24 Apr. 2021). According to Sahara Reporters, "an online
community of international reporters and social advocates [providing] commentaries,
features, news reports from a Nigerian-African perspective" (Sahara Reporters n.d.), ESN
was created by Kanu in December 2020 to protect the people of the South-East and South-
South region of Nigeria (Sahara Reporters 24 Mar. 2021). TheCable, an online Nigerian
newspaper, cites a security operative, who indicated that the [IPOB "'has recruited over
50,000 foot soldiers' for ESN (TheCable 2 June 2021). ...

Amnesty International reports that "[a]ccording to government officials, the ESN killed
dozens of security operatives and attacked at least ten public buildings, including prisons
and police stations," from January to June 2021 (Amnesty International 5 Aug. 2021). The
same source states that "[i]n response, security forces comprising military, police, and
Department of State Services (DSS) have killed dozens of gunmen, as well as civilians,
where attacks have been committed" (Amnesty International 5 Aug. 2021). Premium
Times, citing a statement from the Nigerian army, indicates that following attacks on a
correctional facility and the police in Imo State by the ESN, a team comprising the army,
police and DSS raided the ESN headquarters in Imo State in April 2021, killing seven ESN
commanders, including their second in command, known as "lkonson Commander"
(Premium Times 24 Apr. 2021). Citing a press statement by IPOB's Emma
Powerful, Vanguard, a Nigerian newspaper, states that IPOB condemned the killing of an
ESN top commander, "identified as Ikonso," in a joint security forces operation in Imo

"

state; Powerful's statement "'promise[d] ... hell for this cowardly act™ and told the Imo

State governor to "get ready for a sting" (Vanguard 25 Apr. 2021).
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F£5H) (202246 A2 H)

In the Georgetown Journal of International Affairs (GJIA), an academic publication of

the Walsh School of Foreign Service (SFS) at Georgetown University (Georgetown n.d.),
Samuel Fury Childs Daly, an assistant professor of African and African American studies
at Duke University in the US, states that this neo-Biafran movement draws its energy not
only from eastern Nigeria, but also from the global Igbo diaspora. ... Since the return of
civilian democracy in 1999, however, Biafran activism has become an important part of
Nigeria's political landscape (Daly 7 Apr. 2021).

6. Government Ability to Monitor IPOB Organizations Aboard

In response to the Research Directorate's question concerning the ability of Nigerian
authorities to monitor and track IPOB organizations abroad, the MASSOB coordinator
stated that Nigerian embassies are able to and [do] monitor the activities of all Biafran
agitators and IPOB members living abroad. It is a well-known fact that [IPOB and
MASSOB members and other Biafran agitators are confronted by DSS agent upon arrival
on international flights with a list that includes their names. (MASSOB 1 Apr. 2022)

The Associate Professor indicated the following:

It has been very easy for the Nigerian government to monitor the activities of IPOB
members and also track the source of their funding. It is because of that ease in monitoring
them that enabled the arrest of their leader Nnamdi Kanu after his departure from the
United Kingdom. (Associate Professor 28 Mar. 2022)

In contrast, the journalist explained that the Nigerian government does not have
sufficient means to track and monitor IPOB members who are no longer living in the
country (Journalist 8 Apr. 2022).

6.2. Treatment of IPOB members who Return to Nigeria

The MASSOB Coordinator indicated that [IPOB members who return to Nigeria face
"[a]rrest, detention, torture, disappearance, and extrajudicial killings by the DSS"
(MASSOB 1 Apr. 2022). In contrast, the Associate Professor stated that "[t]here is no
known harassment" of current or former [IPOB members who return to Nigeria (Associate
Professor 28 Mar. 2022).

4 A2V THEE IPOB LIBET 7 o#iR, IO HKREFELEH, 775X
EEHOEBFED 1 7 ¢ —/L, IPOB OBk & HFE A L AN—0ETHV., 1
BEOEBEEN, T 4T AR T OEEHFEH | EUAACOI R—#Z /U (2021 4
5H5H8)
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1. The Black Axe Confraternity

"

According to sources, the Black Axe confraternity is one of the "'most notorious"
(Harper's Magazine Sept. 2019), or "most-feared organised crime syndicates" (BBC 13 Dec.
2021a), or one of the "more prominent confraternities/cults" in Nigeria (Australia 3 Dec.
2020, para. 3.131). The BBC indicates that secret societies, also known as "confraternities

and campus cults," such as the Black Axe, are "banned in Nigeria" (BBC 2 June 2020).

Harper's Magazine notes that according to law enforcement officials who have
investigated the NBM, "growing criminality among its members has corrupted" the NBM
and the organization "is now closely associated—if not synonymous—with the Black Axe"
(Harper's Magazine Sept. 2019). The BBC notes that the US "has labelled the NBM a
'criminal organisation' and says it is 'part of the Black Axe'," while "Canadian authorities
have said that the Black Axe and NBM 'are the same" (BBC 13 Dec. 2021a). However, the
same source notes that the NBM "strongly denies links to the Black Axe, and the group's
lawyers told the BBC that any Black Axe members found among its ranks were 'expelled
immediately™ (BBC 13 Dec. 2021a). Other sources cite an NBM press statement as
indicating that the NBM has "dissociated" itself from the Black Axe (Daily Trust 29 Dec.
2021; The Nigerian Observer 2 Oct. 2021) and that the NBM is "non-violent" (The Nigerian
Observer 2 Oct. 2021).

1.2 Initiation, Rituals, and Oaths of Secrecy

1.3 Use of Symbols or Particular Signs

According to the BBC, the NBM logo is "a black axe breaking chains" (BBC 13 Dec.
2021b). According to the website of the NBM, the organization's symbol is the axe and is
"used to break the chain of oppression and social[] injustice and other ills that have impaired
the progress of people of colour worldwide" (NBM n.d.). The same source states that the
NBM colours are black to represent the Black people, white to signify peace and purity of
mind and body, and yellow for strength and intellect (NBM n.d.). The Nigerian Observer, a
newspaper owned by the Edo State government (The Nigerian Observer n.d.), cites an NBM

press statement as indicating that the NBM logo has been
Observer 2 Oct. 2021).

plagiaris[ed]™ (The Nigerian

2. Whether the Black Axe Uses Force to Recruit Individuals

Sources indicate that the Black Axe has approximately 30,000 members (BBC 13 Dec.
2021b; NBM n.d.) "global[ly]" (NBM n.d.).
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3. Conversion to Christianity

According to the Professor, conversion "is not consider[ed] a societal matter of dispute"
and is "very common" (Professor 8 Mar. 2022). In contrast, a report from Open Doors, an
organization that "serv[es] persecuted Christians" in more than 70 countries and provides
Bibles and training materials, among other forms of support (Open Doors n.d.), states that
Christians who have a "Muslim background" can be rejected by their families, pressured to
renounce Christianity, or face physical violence (Open Doors Jan. 2022, 7). While Nolte
noted that many Muslim parents remain close to their children who have converted, she also

stated that conversion to Christianity can cause "significant difficulties for Muslim men"

3IRETE SRR ES, T A Y A OBARHIRD 2,
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who can be denied access to commonly held resources of the extended family, such as
agricultural land, family business or inheritance (Nolte 30 Mar. 2022). Nolte further stated
that converts from "very old extended Muslim families in Lagos state" would also face
"problems" with their extended family (Nolte 30 Mar. 2022). The same source added that
since Lagos State includes many "smaller" towns as well as the city of Lagos, Muslim-to-
Christian converts may face criticism from Muslims depending on where they live (Nolte
30 Mar. 2022).

Nolte noted that she is not aware of any state support for individuals that convert but
indicated that they would turn to their church (Nolte 30 Mar. 2022). -

4. Ability of the Muslim Community to Trace a Couple

Information on couples who were traced by the Muslim community after relocation was
scarce among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints
of this Response.

According to Nolte, individuals who are no longer Muslim can avoid contact with their
extended family "for significant amounts of time" by relocating, especially to "a
predominantly Christian town" (Nolte 30 Mar. 2022). The same source also indicated that
except for excluding the non-Muslim child from inheritance, she is not aware of any cases
of parents "punish[ing]" or "harm[ing]" their children for converting (Nolte 30 Mar. 2022).
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