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Legal system :

religious legal system based on secular and Islamic law

Executive branch:
chief of state: Supreme Leader Ali Hoseini-KHAMENEI (since 4 June 1989)

head of government: President Hasan Fereidun ROHANI (since 3 August 2013); First Vice
President Eshagh JAHANGIRI (since 5 August 2013)

cabinet: Council of Ministers selected by the president with legislative approval; the

supreme leader has some control over appointments to several ministries

elections/appointments: supreme leader appointed for life by Assembly of Experts;
president directly elected by absolute majority popular vote in 2 rounds if needed for a 4-
year term (eligible for a second term and an additional nonconsecutive term); election last
held on 19 May 2017 (next to be held in 2021)

election results: Hasan Fereidun ROHANI reelected president; percent of vote - Hasan
Fereidun ROHANI (Moderation and Development Party) 58.8%, Ebrahim RAI'SI (Combat
Clergy Association) 39.4% , Mostafa MIR-SALIM Islamic Coalition Party) 1.2%, Mostafa
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HASHEMITABA (Executives of Construction Party) 0.5%

note: 3 oversight bodies are also considered part of the executive branch of government

Legislative branch:

description: unicameral Islamic Consultative Assembly or Majles-e Shura-ye Eslami or
Majles (290 seats; 285 members directly elected in single- and multi-seat constituencies by
2-round vote, and 1 seat each for Zoroastrians, Jews, Assyrian and Chaldean Christians,
Armenians in the north of the country and Armenians in the south; members serve 4-year
terms); note - all candidates to the Majles must be approved by the Council of Guardians, a
12-member group of which 6 are appointed by the supreme leader and 6 are jurists
nominated by the judiciary and elected by the Majles

elections: first round held on 26 February 2016 and second round for 68 remaining seats
held on 29 April 2016; (next full Majles election to be held in 2020)

election results: percent of vote by coalition - List of Hope 37.2%, Principlists Grand
Coalition 25.9%, People's Voice Coalition 4.5%, joint Hope/People's Voice 4.1%, joint
People's Voice/Principlist 0.3%, religious minorities 1.7%, independent 26.4%; seats by
coalition - List of Hope 108, Principlists Grand Coalition 75, People's Voice Coalition 13,
joint Hope/People's Voice 12, joint People's Voice/Principlist 1, religious minorities 5,

independent 76; composition - men 273, women 17, percent of women 5.9%
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In 2019, Iran’s judiciary dramatically increased the cost of peaceful dissent, sentencing
dozens of human rights defenders to decades-long prison sentences. Repressive domestic
security agencies, in particular the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps’ (IRGC) Intelligence
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Organization, continue to suppress civil society activists, such as detained

environmentalists, including through reported abuse and torture in detention. As broad

United States sanctions impact the country’s economy and Iranians’ access to essential
medicines, authorities maintain a tight grip over peaceful assembly, particularly labor-
related protests.

99 ¢¢

Iranian law considers acts such as “insulting the prophet,” “apostasy,” same-sex relations,
adultery, and certain non-violent drug-related offenses as crimes punishable by death. The
law also prescribes the inhumane punishment of flogging for more than 100 offenses,
including the “disrupting public order” charge that has been used to sentence individuals for

their participation in peaceful assemblies.

3. BT ABURKER. BUBIEE) BURALE (HEESETe)
(1) BUF#LHIE,/ KBUFES) OBk
O BUFSLHENCRET 5 4/ & 2 &R B
7 @DFAT [HEEIE#HR#HE (7] (202044 H 15R)

3.80  While public gatherings and marches are permitted by law, and protests do occur,

significant restrictions on peaceful protest exist in practice. According to local sources,
rules governing public gatherings and marches are applied inconsistently, with groups
considered pro-regime routinely issued permits, while those seen as critical experience
difficulty in obtaining a permit. For example, during the November 2019 unrest,
gatherings of people protesting against the petrol price increase were vilified and put
down with force, whereas pro-regime rallies occurred freely and received positive press
coverage. The authorities regularly monitor public gatherings, including public
entertainment and lectures, student and women’s meetings and protests, labour protests

and Friday prayer gatherings.

3.81 Iranians are able to criticise the government of the day robustly, both in public
conversation and online in social media, although this freedom is not unlimited — a
number of well-established ‘red line’ topics are off-limits and critical commentary may
lead to prosecution under national security legislation (see Media). Social media accounts
of well-known figures and celebrities attract particular scrutiny (see Artists and
Musicians). Authorities are more likely to crack down on dissent during times of political
uncertainty, such as during ongoing political demonstrations, and may restrict the ability
of individuals to comment or communicate online at such times (see Critics of the State).

3.110  Use of the Internet is widespread, but highly censored. According to the
government, nearly 50 million Iranians use the Internet. Authorities block or filter

websites and social media applications they consider objectionable, although Iranians
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routinely use virtual private networks (VPNs) to circumvent these blocks. Facebook, for
example, while blocked, is one of the most popular social media platforms in Iran.
YouTube and Twitter are also banned, although, in the case of the latter, this only applies
to the general population (the Supreme Leader and President Rouhani, among others,
have Twitter accounts). Instagram, WhatsApp and Viber are permitted. Iranians are avid
users of social media and mobile messaging applications. Use of Instagram is widespread
and growing. Telegram, a mobile messaging and informationsharing application, was
suspended temporarily in January 2018 and then blocked by judicial order in May 2018.
Telegram, which is encrypted, had been used to coordinate demonstrators and share
footage of unrest during the 2017-18 protests (see Critics of the State). The authorities
claimed Telegram was being used to spread propaganda against the state, disrupt national
unity and incite terrorist activities, and some of its administrators were charged and
imprisoned on these grounds. Before it was banned, Telegram had over 40 million users.
Iranians continue to access in large numbers Telegram and other blocked services with
the use of VPNs. In response to countrywide protests and rioting, in November 2019 the
government implemented a weeklong total Internet shutdown — the longest and most
widespread Internet outage in Iran’s history (see Critics of the State).

3.111 The authorities monitor social media. Individuals posting content openly critical of
the Islamic Republic, its institutions and policies or deemed to be pushing moral
boundaries may attract adverse attention, including individuals based abroad. Local
sources told DFAT that Iranians with links to Iran-based foreigners are more likely to
have their social media accounts monitored. To avoid detection, it is common for persons
critical of the Islamic Republic on permitted social media platforms to use aliases to

conceal their identity.

3.112  Social media influencers who post content on Instagram deemed to be critical of the
Islamic Republic and/or un-Islamic are the subject of increasing pressure from the
authorities. According to the Center for Human Rights in Iran, some popular social media
influencers have been asked to close accounts, modify content or adhere to the Islamic
dress code in their posts. Others have reportedly been summoned to the Guidance Court,
which, according to the judiciary, is responsible for ‘acting against cultural crimes and
ethical immoralities’. In October 2019, a woman posing on Instagram as the ‘Corpse
Bride’ (a character from a 2005 film) was arrested and charged with, inter alia, blasphemy
and insulting the Islamic dress code for women. The woman subsequently apologised for
her ‘vulgarity’ during a televised confession, and her Instagram account was disabled. In
May 2019, three folk musicians had their Instagram accounts blocked and were
prosecuted for posting ‘unlawful content’. In May and July 2018, several women were
detained briefly for posting videos of themselves dancing on their Instagram accounts.
Also in July 2018, female fashion workers who had posted images of new female clothing
fashions on social media were arrested and charged with committing ‘indecent acts’ and

‘spreading anti-cultural material’.
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Iranian authorities brutally repressed nationwide protests that erupted after the increase
of fuel prices on November 25. Video footage and eyewitness accounts that emerged after
anear total government shutdown of the internet in the country show security forces directly
targeting protesters who posed no threat to life. According to Amnesty International, as of
December 4, at least 208 people had reportedly been killed in the protests, and a member of
the parliament estimated that security forces had arrested about 7,000 people. As of
December 4, the government has refused to announce the total number of deaths, and

detainees remained at great risk of mistreatment.

On August 24, a lawyer reported that branch 15 of Tehran’s revolutionary court had
sentenced Kioomars Marzban, a 26-year-old satirist, to 23 years in prison on charges
including “cooperating with an enemy state.” Marzan has also been convicted of insulting
authorities and sacred beliefs. If his sentence is upheld, he will serve 11 years.

In August, authorities also arrested at least 16 activists in Tehran and Mashhad who had

called for resignation of Ayatollah Khamenei, Iran’s supreme leader, in an open letter.

4 @DFAT HEEEHRBE A7 (202044 B 15 H)

3.80  ---during the November 2019 unrest, gatherings of people protesting against the
petrol price increase were vilified and put down with force, whereas pro-regime rallies
occurred freely and received positive press coverage. -

10


https://refugeestudies.jp/
http://www.moj.go.jp/content/001289284.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/iran
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/10/iran-draconian-sentences-rights-defenders
https://iranintl.com/en/iran/16-signatories-letter-calling-khamenei%E2%80%99s-resignation-arrested-two-months
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/country-information-report-iran.pdf

TIH=AZ 202047 H 2 H ORI 7 + — 7 I https:/refugeestudies.jp/

EFRZHHAT DAL

3.89  On 15 November 2019, a reduction in petrol subsidies triggered large-scale protests
and rioting in 100 cities and towns across 29 of Iran’s 31 provinces. According to the
Interior Ministry, at least 200,000 people took part, most of whom — like in 2017-18 —
were working-class. Protests and rioting were most intense in Khuzestan, Kermanshah,
Kurdistan and Tehran provinces. Some protesters blocked main roads with cars and
burning tyres, set fire to banks, shops and petrol stations, and chanted anti-regime slogans
(the authorities also accused protesters of attacking military sites). Violent clashes
occurred between police and protesters, with online footage showing police firing live
ammunition and tear gas into crowds. The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
accused the security forces of using ‘severe violence’ and ‘shooting to kill’ to quell the
protests. Reuters, in a special report published in December 2019, claimed 1,500 people
were killed in total. The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) and Amnesty International cite lower figures (around 300). The authorities
acknowledged some deaths (including peaceful protesters, bystanders and members of
the security forces), and claimed they had arrested 7,000 people, including individuals
identified as protest leaders. The authorities claimed that most of those arrested were
released. The government imposed a week-long, countrywide Internet blackout in an
attempt to curtail the protests, which it attributed to hooligans, criminals and foreign
elements, including the MeK. The unrest was the deadliest since the 1979 revolution.
Further unrest is possible given Iran’s ongoing economic hardship.

® 2017 FEHR~2018 FEHDOHLHES)
7 @DFAT HEEIFE#HHSE (7] (202044 A 15R)

EZRZHHAT D A4

3.87 In late December 2017, a small protest in Mashhad (Razavi Khorasan Province)
rapidly escalated and spread to more than 50 other cities and towns across Iran, involving
an estimated 40,000 protesters. The protests — which spanned ethnic and religious lines —
focused on economic hardship but also had a virulent anti-government and anti-regime
element (unlike the protests associated with the Green Movement, which took place
predominantly in Tehran and involved secular, middle-class and reform-minded Iranians,
the 2017-18 protests were concentrated in smaller cities on the periphery and spread, and
participants were largely working-class and conservative). The 2017-18 protests were
largely peaceful, although there were some isolated low-level incidents in which
protesters set fire to security forces’ offices or other infrastructure. While police initially
took the lead in attempting to disperse the protesters, the government deployed Basij units

and the IRGC, and succeeded in ending the demonstrations by early January 2018.
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According to Human Rights Watch, 4,900 people were arrested during the protests, and
at least 21 people were killed, including members of the security forces. Most of those
arrested were released, although some were charged with national security offences and
handed long prison sentences. DFAT is unable to verify how many people arrested in
connection to the 2017-18 protests remain in detention. At least three protesters died in

custody (the authorities reported two as suicides and attributed the third to a stroke).
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3.96 In their July 2019 report, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in

Iran claimed that human rights defenders, members of minority communities, lawyers,
journalists, labour and trade union activists, and women protesting compulsory hijab laws
continue to be intimidated, harassed, arrested and detained. The Special Rapporteur has
previously noted acts of intimidation and reprisals against human rights activists in
detention, including torture and other mistreatment (see Torture). The Special Rapporteur
has expressed concern about reports of reprisals against human rights defenders who
engage with UN human rights mechanisms. DFAT concurs with the Special Rapporteur’s
assessments, and considers the authorities have become more sensitive about the
activities of civil society activists and human rights defenders since the countrywide
protests of 2017-18 and the anti-hijab protest movement that began in 2018 (see Dress
Code).

3.97 Human rights defenders face an ongoing risk of arbitrary arrest, detention and
prosecution. The risk is particularly acute for prominent human rights lawyers and/or
lawyers advocating for their clients in sensitive cases, a number of whom have recently
been handed long prison sentences, including:

3.98 (2018 & 6 Hhi 3.62 L [AIER) .
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7 @ECE [Lawyer Arrested In Iran After He Criticized Corruption By Judges |
Radio Farda (202046 H 8 H)

The Islamic Republic intelligence agents arrested a prominent Iranian lawyer Ali
Mojtahedzadeh on Monday, June 8, in Tehran, apparently for criticizing corruption at the
Judiciary.

He was immediately taken to the court based at Tehran's infamous Evin prison, Etemed
Online reported adding that the agents "confiscated the lawyer's personal effects."

The reason behind Mr. Mojtahedzadeh's arrest is not yet clear.

However, in his last tweet before detention, Mojtahedzadeh had referred to a

controversial court hearing on widespread corruption in the Islamic Republic Judiciary.

T @FECE List of Attorneys Imprisoned in Iran for Defending Human Rights | Center
for Human Rights in Iran (20204F 6 A 23 H)

Payam Derafshan

Soheila Hejab
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Nasrin Sotoudeh

Mohammad Najafi

Amirsalar Davoudi

More Attorneys Facing Prison, Banned from Practicing

At least nine lawyers, including the five who are currently in prison, have been arrested,
summoned to court to face charges, and banned from practicing law in Iran since 2018. This
number only reflects the cases that have been publicized.

Z4 @%E [Human Rights Lawyer Sentenced to Prison Without Access to Counsel |
Center for Human Rights in Iran (202045 A 11 H)

Human rights attorney Payam Derafshan was denied access to counsel while being tried
for the charge of “insulting the supreme leader,” for which he was sentenced to two years
imprisonment and suspended from practicing law for an additional two years.

Dehghan told CHRI that Derafshan was arrested on July 31, 2018, while visiting the home
of fellow human rights attorney Arash Keykhosravi. He added that judicial officials sought
Derafshan’s imprisonment because he publicly challenged a judicial ban on a widely used

messaging app.

51 @HRW [U—)L FLA—k2020-4F2] (2020821 H 14 H)

On March 11, authorities sentenced Nasrin Sotoudeh, a prominent human rights lawyer,
to 33 years in prison and 148 lashes for her peaceful activism, including defending women
who protested compulsory hijab laws. On April 23, the court of appeal upheld the sentence.

Sotoudeh, who has been detained since June 2018, will have to serve at least 12 years in

prison.

% @HRW [Iran: Escalating Crackdown on Lawvers| (2018412 H 13 H)

Iranian authorities have escalated their crackdown on lawyers, Human Rights Watch said
today. Over the past month, revolutionary courts have sentenced at least three lawyers to
long prison terms for their human rights activism and security forces have arrested another

one.

16


https://refugeestudies.jp/
https://iranhumanrights.org/2020/05/human-rights-lawyer-sentenced-to-prison-without-access-to-counsel/
https://iranhumanrights.org/2020/05/human-rights-lawyer-sentenced-to-prison-without-access-to-counsel/
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/iran
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/03/12/iran-decades-long-sentence-womens-rights-defender
https://etemadonline.com/content/287313/%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86-12-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%85%D8%AD%DA%A9%D9%88%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%AD%D8%A8%D8%B3-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%87
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/12/13/iran-escalating-crackdown-lawyers
https://www.hrw.org/middle-east/n-africa/iran

TIH=AZ 202047 H 2 H ORI 7 + — 7 I https:/refugeestudies.jp/

On December 10, 2018, the Iranian Student News Agency (ISNA) reported that a
revolutionary court had sentenced Qasem Sholehsadi and Arash Keykhosravi, human rights
lawyers arrested during a gathering in front of parliament on August 18, to six years in
prison. Mohammad Najafi, a human rights lawyer who is serving a three-year sentence for
exposing torture in prison, has been sentenced to an additional 13 years for two other sets
of charges, his lawyer, Payam Derafshan told Human Rights Watch. Authorities have
detained Amir Salar Davoudi, another human rights lawyer, since November 20.

7 @AI lIran: Outspoken lawyer arrested after protesting the execution of her client |

(2018426 H 20 B)

Zeynab Taheri was arrested yesterday morning on trumped-up charges including
“spreading propaganda against the system”, “publishing lies” and “disturbing public
opinion”.

There are reports indicating that she has been taken to Shahr-e Rey prison (also known
as Gharchak), in Varamin, near Tehran, where several hundred women convicted of violent

offences are held in overcrowded and unhygienic conditions.

Zeynab Taheri is also defending Iranian-Swedish academic Ahmadreza Djalali, who has
been sentenced to death and is at risk of execution.

The Iranian authorities have a long track record of persecuting lawyers who represent

individuals imprisoned for politically motivated reasons, including prisoners of conscience.

@ 7N KADOHERIEE)
7 @EENBE HEEEBLEOIAF VA AT i JIVFABLIUZVEA
BUAARRE - 2 5ThHR) (2016 427 A)

2.3 Assessment of risk

2.3.1 Kurds in Iran face institutional discrimination which affects their access to basic
services such as housing, employment and education (see Treatment of Kurds by the State
and Society).

2.3.2 However, in general, the level of discrimination faced by Kurds in Iran is not such
that it will reach the level of being persecutory or otherwise inhuman or degrading
treatment. This was confirmed in the country guidance case of SSH and HR (illegal exit:
failed asylum seeker (CG) [2016] UKUT 308 (IAC) (29 June 2016) where the Tribunal
held that the evidence does not show that there is a risk to returnees on the basis of
Kurdish ethnicity alone unless that person is otherwise of interest to the Iranian authorities
(para 34 of determination).

2.3.3 The situation is different for those who become or are perceived to be involved in
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Kurdish political activities. The authorities have no tolerance for any activities connected
to Kurdish political groups and those involved are targeted for arbitrary arrest, prolonged
detention, and physical abuse. Even those who express peaceful dissent are at risk of being
accused of being a member of a banned Kurdish political group. Those involved in
Kurdish political activities also face a high risk of prosecution on vague charges such as
“enmity against God” and “corruption on earth” (see Treatment of Kurdish political or
human rights activists and perceived activists/family members).

2.3.4 Persons with a high political profile as well as human rights activists and those
seeking greater recognition of their cultural and linguistic rights are targeted by the
authorities because of their political opinion. However, even a person speaking out about
Kurdish rights can be seen as a general threat. If the Iranian regime catches a perceived
sympathizer carrying out an activity perceived to be against the government, the
consequences for him and his family can be result in arbitrary arrest, detention and
possible ill-treatment. (see Treatment of Kurdish political or human rights activists and
perceived activists/family members).

2.3.5 Family members of persons associated with a Kurdish political group are also
harassed and detained. In pre-trial detention in Evin Prison, members of minority
ethnicities, including Kurds reportedly were repeatedly subjected to more severe physical
punishment or torture than other prisoners, regardless of the type of crime accused. The
execution rate is disproportionately high among Kurds in Iran. A large proportion of these
executions are based on accusations of drug smuggling, but sometimes political activists
are executed under the pretext of being drug smugglers (see Treatment of Kurdish political
or human rights activists and perceived activists/family

members).

2.3.6 For further information and guidance on assessing risk, see the Asylum Instruction
on Assessing Credibility and Refugee Status.

2.3.7 See also country information and guidance on Iran: Background Information

(including actors of protection and internal relocation) and Iran: Illegal Exit

14 @EFE_ A7V YRFPERR MRIZZ NV EAEEIE 16 N2 ANEEGH

| RUDAW (20184E9 H 14 R)

o

Kurdistan Region — Iranian authorities have arrested as many as sixteen Kurds for their

involvement in a general strike on Wednesday, according to human rights monitors.

The Human Rights Activists News Agency (HRANA), which disseminates news from
Iranian human rights reporters, stated that sixteen “political and civil activists” from the
Iranian Kurdish cities of Sanandaj, Mariwan, Oshnavieh, Sardasht, and Ravansar have been
arrested.

Business owners and shopkeepers staged a general strike on Wednesday, closing their
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doors in several cities in Kurdish areas of Iran.

v @FE (AT - J)VEF 3 ADAFNTEND LV TARRAT 4 « A Y F—F
var (20184£9 A 8 H)

In response to the news that three Iranian Kurdish men, Zaniar Moradi, Loghman Moradi,

and Ramin Hossein Panahi, were executed this morning in Raja’i Shahr prison...

® FHEHEENFE
7 @DFAT HEEEFE#HHFSE A4 7] (202044 A 15R)
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3.102  Labour rights activists have come under pressure in recent years, with some given
lengthy prison sentences on national security grounds. Labour protests are closely
monitored, and workers who engage in strikes (which occur periodically) are vulnerable
to dismissal and arrest. According to Amnesty International, in 2018 the authorities
arrested at least 467 striking workers demanding better working conditions and higher
wages, including teachers, truck drivers and factory workers. Some were handed prison
and flogging sentences, including on the grounds of ‘spreading propaganda against the
state’, ‘forming groups with the intention to disturb national security’ and ‘disrupting
public order and peace by participating in illegal gatherings’. On 1 May 2019, 35 May
Day demonstrators in Tehran, mostly bus drivers, were reportedly arrested and taken into
custody. In December 2019, nine labour rights activists were reportedly sentenced to five
years in prison for ‘assembly and conspiracy’ against the establishment. They had
participated in peaceful protests for workers’ rights, including over unpaid wages, at

Iran’s largest sugar mill (Haft-Tapeh Co. in Khuzestan Province). Those sentenced

included four journalists who had documented the protests.
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On January 20, authorities arrested Ismael Bakhshi, a prominent labor activist, and
Sepideh Gholian, a journalist and labor activist, after they alleged that they had been tortured
when they were detained in the aftermath of sugarcane factory labor protests in November
2018. On September 7, rights groups reported that branch 26 of Tehran’s revolutionary court
had sentenced Bakhshi and Gholian to 14 years and 19 years and 6 months respectively for
their peaceful activism. The court also sentenced Amir Amirgholi, Sanaz Allahyari, Asal
Mohammadi, and Amir Hossein Mohammadifar, members of the editorial board of a labor-
related online forum called Gam, who have also been detained since January, to 18 years
each in prison on similar charges. If the verdicts are upheld, each of the six labor rights
defenders will have to serve at least seven years of their prison sentence. In October,
authorities temporarily released the labor activists until the court of appeal issues a verdict

in their case.

On May 1, plainclothes police arrested at least 35 activists who had gathered in front of
the Iranian parliament in a peaceful demonstration organized by independent labor
organizations. Most were released on bail, but in August branch 28 of Tehran’s
revolutionary court sentenced Atefeh Rangriz, an activist, and Marizeh Amiri, a journalist,
both of whom have been detained since May, to 11 years and 6 months in prison with 74
lashes and 10 years and 6 months in prison with 148 lashes, respectively. If the sentences
are upheld, Rangriz and Amiri must serve at least seven-and-a-half and six years of their

sentences in prison, respectively. In October, authorities released Rangiz and Amir

temporarily until the court of appeal issues a verdict in their case.

@ RETEBEIFE
7 @HRW [U—)L FLAR—F2020-145>] (202041 A 14 BH)

Since January 2018, authorities have detained environmentalists Houman Jokar, Sam
Rajabi, Taher Ghadirian, Morad Tahbaz, Amirhossein Khaleghi, Sepideh Kashani, Niloufar
Bayani and Abdolreza Kouhpayeh, all members of a local biodiversity conservation group,
on accusations of espionage. Another environmentalist arrested at the time, Kavous Seyed
Emami, a Canadian-Iranian professor and environmentalist, died in detention in February
2018.

While Iranian authorities claimed that he committed suicide, they have not conducted an
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impartial investigation into his death and placed a travel ban on his wife, Maryam
Mombeini, until October. During a trial session in February 2019, Niloufar Bayani stated in
the courtroom that the detained environmentalists faced psychological torture and were

coerced into making false confessions. Authorities have not publicly provided any evidence
concerning any of the detained environmentalists’ alleged crimes, while several senior
Iranian government officials have said that they did not find any evidence to suggest that
the detained activists are spies.
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3.84 The most prominent political exile group is the MeK, a left-leaning group committed

to the overthrow of the Islamic Republic. The MeK cooperated with pro-Khomeini forces
during the 1979 revolution, but fell out with them shortly afterwards. The MeK
unsuccessfully rose up against the government in September 1981, conducting a number
of terrorist attacks and assassinations, after which much of the organisation went into
exile in various locations, including Iraq. Iranian authorities imprisoned and/or killed
large numbers of MeK members who remained. In 1988, Ayatollah Khomeini issued a
fatwa decreeing apostasy a legitimate reason to execute MeK members, leading to the
execution of at least 3,000 MeK prisoners (a conservative estimate). Most MeK prisoners
who escaped execution have reportedly renounced their membership in exchange for
easier conditions of detention, or have subsequently been released from prison.

3.85 ---The MeK’s strong anti-Tehran stance has attracted international support, including
within the US political system (some members of the current US Administration have
endorsed the MeK'’s claims to national significance). DFAT concurs with the assessment
of international observers that the MeK has a negligible remaining presence within Iran

itself (outside the prison system) and little to no popular support. Nevertheless, Iranian

21


https://refugeestudies.jp/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/08/05/iran-jailed-environmentalists-hunger-strike
http://www.moj.go.jp/content/001289284.pdf
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/country-information-report-iran.pdf

TIH=AZ 202047 H 2 H ORI 7 + — 7 I https:/refugeestudies.jp/

authorities continue to label the MeK a terrorist organisation, and have repeatedly called
for its leaders to be returned to Iran. Iranian authorities were allegedly involved in a failed

terror plot against MeK members in France in 2018.
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Iranian women face discrimination in personal status matters related to marriage, divorce,
inheritance, and child custody. A married woman may not obtain a passport or travel outside
the country without the written permission of her husband. Under the civil code, a husband
is accorded the right to choose the place of living and can prevent his wife from having

certain occupations if he deems them against “family values.”

Over the past two vears, Iranian courts have handed down harsh sentences to dozens

of women who protested compulsory hijab laws in Iran, as well as well-known human rights
defenders, including Farhad Meysami and Reza Khandan, Sotoudeh’s husband, who
supported their efforts.

On July 31, branch 31 of Tehran’s revolutionary court sentenced Yasman Ariani, her
mother Monireh Arabshahi, and Mojgan Keshavarz, who were all arrested for protesting
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compulsory hijab laws, to 5 years for “assembly and collusion to act against national
security,” one year for “propaganda against the state,” and 10 years for “encouraging and
providing for [moral] corruption and prostitution.” The court sentenced Keshavarz to an
additional seven-and-a-half years for “insulting the sacred.” If these sentences are upheld
on appeal, each woman will serve at least 10 years of their sentence.

On August 27, the court sentenced Saba Kordafshari, a 22-year-old woman who was also
arrested for protesting compulsory hijab, to 15 years in prison for “encouraging and
providing for [moral] corruption and prostitution,” seven-and-a-half years for “assembly
and collusion to act against national security,” and one-and-a-half years for “propaganda
against the state.” If the sentences are upheld, she will have to serve at least 15 years.

On September 2, Sahar Khodayari, a 29-year-old woman who was arrested in March
when she tried to enter a stadium to watch a football game, set herself on fire in front of the
court after she was threatened with a six-month imprisonment. Khodayari was reportedly
charged with “wearing improper hijab” and “confrontation with the police.” Her death
sparked domestic and international outcry with activists as well as football players calling
on the International Football Federation (FIFA) to pressure Iran to overturn the ban against
women attending stadiums. On October 10, Iranian authorities allowed a limited number of
seats for women—around 3,000 out of 85,000 in the stadium—for an international football
match. Despite this important advance, the general ban on women attending Iran’s national

league games remains.

7 @XENHE [HHEEBRROIA LR AT FEERRHE, 5 5.0 i
(201942 A)

2.4.2 A woman must have the permission of her husband, father, or other male relative to

obtain a passport (see Procedures for women).

4 @HEENEE ERMEEHR/ —F A7V FENESZBND KM -2 7T
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2.4.1 There are few available statistics on domestic abuse in Iran, but those that are

published report a prevalence of around 66% nationally with some regional variations (see
Prevalence of domestic abuse).

2.4.2 Women face considerable barriers to their full participation in society and if a wife
refuses to obey her husband without a ‘reasonable excuse’, she can lose certain rights,
including the right to maintenance and spousal support. The law obliges wives to fulfil the
sexual needs of their husbands at all times, it does not recognise rape within marriage as a
crime and there is no specific law penalising domestic violence. A man is allowed by the
Islamic Penal Code to kill his wife if she is caught committing adultery (see Legal context
and State response).
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2.4.3 However, not all women will be at real risk of domestic violence and it will depend
on the facts of her case. The onus is on the woman to demonstrate that she is likely to be at
risk of domestic abuse on return to Iran that will meet the high threshold required to

constitute persecution or serious harm.

7 @ FE E “Iranian Woman Album: Giving A Voice To Iran’s Female Singers”,
Culture Trip (2016 4 10 H 29 H)

In Iran, women’s voices are banned in public. The same laws that allow men to sing
prohibit women from being heard singing, unless they are in the exclusive company of

other women. But there is someone whose voice could change this.

T @TEIBLAN AL AEZLTWVWAELc— 7 A TEIOTERTA T Y
ROBIFERE 2 A& 3t AFP (2018459 A 10 H)

Two leading theatre figures in Iran have been arrested over a trailer for Shakespeare’s A

Midsummer Night’s Dream that features men and women dancing together, a government
official said on Monday.

Prominent director Maryam Kazemi and venue manager Saeed Asadi were detained on
Sunday on the orders of the judiciary, said Shahram Karami of the ministry of culture and
Islamic guidance, according to the semi-official news agency ISNA.

Karami, who heads the ministry’s performing arts department, said the “type of music

ENY3

played” and the actors’ “movements” were the main problems with the trailer, which was

widely shared on social media.
Men and women are banned from dancing together in Iran.

Kazemi and Asadi were ordered to post bail of 3 billion rial (roughly US$23,000 at the
current unofficial rate) each and were expected to be released from detention on Tuesday,
according to state news agency IRNA.

(2) KHEDNRRARF— NS
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Sources report that, according to article 18 of Iran's passport law, married women require
their husband's permission to travel abroad (CHRI 18 July 2017; Human Rights Watch 25
May 2017, 33) or to get a passport (Human Rights Watch 25 May 2017, 33). Additionally,
the same sources report that in special cases women may instead apply for permission to
travel from a prosecutor (CHRI 18 July 2017; Human Rights Watch 25 May 2017, 33). ...
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2.4.19 Under Iranian law, a designation as a ‘homosexual’ or transsexual/transgender is

considered to constitute a medical and psychological condition that warrants an
exemption from compulsory military service. Evidence suggests that those wishing to
obtain an exemption on the grounds of their sexuality/gender identity have to undergo
numerous humiliating physical and psychological tests and examinations and provide
intimate information regarding their life. Furthermore, their sexual orientation will be
documented in an exemption card which could later become a basis for further
discrimination and ill-treatment. A person who has been granted exemption on the
grounds of their sexuality/gender identity may be able to show that this places them at

risk of persecution as a result (see Sexual orientation and gender identity).

(2) FIEEITS
7 @HRW [T —)L FLAR—F2020- 45> (2020461 H 14 H)

Under Iranian law, same-sex conduct is punishable by flogging and, for men, the death

penalty. Although Iran permits and subsidizes sex reassignment surgery for transgender

people, no law prohibits discrimination against them.

4 @EFNBE EREEREHR/ —b A7  HERE =2 F— T
ATUT 4T 4 XITFERB, 3.0 (201946 A)

b. State treatment of LGB Persons

2.4.3 The Islamic Penal Code (IPC) criminalizes same-sex sexual relations. Punishments
range from lashes to the death penalty. It varies for gay men according to whether the
accused was the active or passive partner and can also depend on their marital status. A
fourth conviction can also lead to the death penalty. Lesbians if convicted will receive 100
lashes or may also be subject to the death penalty on their fourth conviction (see Legal
context).

2.4.5 In practice, Iran’s security forces — including police and the Basij [morality police] —
rely upon discriminatory laws to harass, arrest and detain those they suspect of being
lesbian, gay and bisexual. LGB persons face a variety of abuse by government authorities
including beatings, verbal assaults, rape, sexual assault and torture (Treatment by and
attitudes of state authorities).
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3.148 Iran does not publish official statistics or details relating to executions. This makes

it difficult to estimate how many individuals have been executed for same-sex acts, and
whether those acts were consensual. Numerous media reports relate to the execution of
men who have engaged in same-sex acts. DFAT is not aware of any such executions
involving women. However, in many cases, the media has reported that these acts
involved non-consensual sexual encounters, including against minors. The issue is further
complicated as the Penal Code does not recognise rape as a separate crime: it treats
heterosexual and homosexual rape as forms of adultery and sodomy, respectively. As a
result, if a consensual homosexual relationship is discovered by law enforcement, the
passive partner has a significant incentive to claim that he has been raped as this may be
the only way to enable him to escape a death sentence. Moreover, in an actual male-on-
male rape case, the victim faces substantial risk in filing a complaint, as if the alleged
rapist succeeds in arguing that the act was consensual, the victim could be executed for
being the passive partner to an act of sodomy.

3.149 In August 2016, a 19-year old man was executed in Arak (Markazi Province) after
being convicted of an act of ‘forced sodomy’ (as defined in Article 234). The alleged
offence occurred while the man was still a juvenile. Authorities arrested the man after
receiving a complaint accusing him and two other youths of forcing a teenage boy (of
undisclosed age) to have sexual intercourse with them. The executed man had maintained
that the sexual acts were consensual. In January 2019, a 31-year-old gay man was
reportedly executed by hanging on charges of kidnapping and raping two 15-year old
adolescents (apparently boys). According to local media reporting, the man had several
prior criminal records. It is difficult to find evidence of recent cases involving the
execution of adults who have indisputably engaged in consensual same-sex relations.
International organisations report that authorities are aware of the negative international
reactions large-scale persecution and severe punishment of homosexual individuals
creates. Where courts find offenders guilty in same-sex relations cases, reporters observe
that, in most cases, they generally refrain from imposing the death penalty and instead

order floggings.
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c. State treatment of transgender and intersex persons

2.4.8 The law defines transgender persons as mentally ill. Whilst the government does
provide some financial assistance to undergo sex reassignment surgery, some LGB persons
have been advised and reportedly also forced or coerced to undergo sex reassignment
surgery to avoid legal and social consequences due to their gender-identity. Undergoing sex
reassignment surgery against the person’s will amounts to persecution (see Legal context).

2.4.9 Failure to be certified as transsexual and undergo gender reassignment surgery risks

the person being identified as a homosexual. They will be at real risk of being targeted for

discrimination, arbitrary arrest and detention, torture and other

4 @DFAT HFEEHHE A7) (201846 H 7H)

3.98 Iran has recognised transgender individuals since 1987, when Ayatollah Khomeini

issued a fatwa declaring transsexuality to be in conformity with Islam. Authorities regard
transsexuality as a disorder for which medical solutions are available, and permits hormone
treatment and sexual reassignment surgery (SRS). The government provides financial
assistance to undergo these treatments, and requires health insurers to cover the cost of SRS.
Following a referral from a psychologist or psychiatrist, the Department of Forensic
Psychiatry determines whether a person qualifies for such treatment. Only after SRS has
been completed and their legal documents (including identity card, birth certificate and
passport) adjusted is a person legally allowed to dress according to the opposite sex and to
move into the spaces reserved for this sex. Authorities do not generally permit crossdressing
because men or women dressing as the opposite sex reportedly represents a disruption to

the social order. However, once an individual is diagnosed as suffering from gender

dysphoria and agrees to undergo SRS, local authorities may issue them a permit to allow
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them to appear in public dressed as the opposite sex prior to the actual surgery. Post-surgery,
transgender persons are advised to maintain discretion about their past due to stigma
associated with being transgender.
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7 @FEHYEHE (CIA) [World Factbook - Iran| (2020 452 A 10 H &)

Military service age and obligation

18 years of age for compulsory military service; 16 years of age for volunteers; 17 years
of age for Law Enforcement Forces; 15 years of age for Basij Forces (Popular Mobilization
Army); conscript military service obligation is 18-24 months; women exempt from military
service (2019)

4 @EEANBE HEEBHREVIA LA AT FEERZHE., 5 5.0 il
(201942 H)

5.2.2 The 2013 joint Danish and Norwegian fact-finding mission report, citing Mr Hossein
Abdy, Head of Passport and Visa Department, explained:

‘Some issues could lead to a person not being able to travel outside of Iran. For example,
in Iran there is mandatory military service whereby a young man must serve 18 months of

military service. When his military service is completed, a young man may travel outside

of Iran. He is however, able to apply and obtain permission to travel before completion of
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service for educational purposes or in the event that he needs to travel for medical attention
abroad.’11

5.2.3 The 2013 joint Danish-Norwegian report, citing consular officers of the U.S. embassy
in Ankara, stated:

‘ After the post-election political turmoil in the summer of 2009 it appears as if the Iranian
Government has eased the requirements to allow people to leave the country in the sense
that a young man wishing to leave the country before having completed his military service
is able to deposit a bond of 12,000 USD and be allowed travel abroad for study. If the person
does not return to Iran, the amount is taken by the authorities. It was commented that young
dissatisfied individuals could be perceived as a potential source of unrest by the authorities.
It was considered that by allowing them to leave, the authorities were thereby getting rid of
dissent.”12

7 DFAT [HEEE##BE 47> (EiR)1 (201846 A 7 H)
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2.3.3 There is limited evidence to suggest that the Iranian government views a person’s

refusal to undertake military service as an act of political disobedience. The Islamic Penal
Code proscribes that persons effectively encouraging military forces to rebel, escape,
surrender or disobey military orders shall be considered as ‘mohareb’, i.e. as taking up
arms against the government.- -

2.3.4 Ifpersons are punished on return, it is likely to be for the criminal offence of evading
or deserting national service. The nature and duration of punishment will depend on the

person’s circumstances.

8. ENEMIE - FIEFke

(1) HEEHS
7 @IRBC 7 =V —[F4% [IRN200131.E] : #HIFT OFEHE . R (2020 4 3
A13H)

... The Code states that the Office of the Prosecutor is the authority that issues summons
and arrest warrants, and that it is "the body responsible for uncovering crimes, prosecuting
the accused, conducting investigations, and preserving the rights of the public" (Amnesty
International 11 Feb. 2016, 31). ...

2. Court Summonses
According to the Amnesty International report, under the 2015 Code,

summons must be signed by a magham-e ghazai ("judicial authority™) and should include
the reasons for the summons as well as the date and location of reporting and consequences

of failing to report.- -

Individuals who fail to report after receiving a summons without "justified" reasons will
be issued with an arrest warrant [Code, Art. 179]. However, it is not always necessary to
issue a summons before arresting someone. The [Code] allows the investigator to order the
arrest of the accused without a prior summons in four circumstances [Code, Art. 180]. These
include cases where individuals are accused of crimes which are punishable by death,
amputation or life imprisonment or where individuals are accused of organized crimes and
crimes against national or "external" security. (Amnesty International 11 Feb. 2016, 31-32,
italics in original)
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A joint report by the Danish Immigration Service (DIS) and the Danish Refugee Council
(DRC), based on 2017 interviews in Tehran and London, indicates that

[d]elivery of summons will be made by a process server. A process server is a mail man
from the judiciary who delivers court papers, a source explained. If the person who has been
summoned is not present at his/her address, and the person lives with his/her parents or
relatives, the summons will be delivered to the parents or relatives by the process server
who will check the name of the person concerned and the family relationship between the
two. If the process server does not find anyone at the address, the summons will be put on
the door after being signed by the process server. If the address of the person concerned is
not known, the summons will be published in a national newspaper and then considered
served. Summons can as well be served at the working place of the person concerned. In
this case it will be delivered to the Human Resources Department.

... An anonymous analyst noted that summons might be sent to the person concerned,
and a text message may be sent to his/her inbox. However, this happens basically only with
lawyers who have an electronic account with a registered password and user name.
Summons are too long to be sent by a short text message.

(2 FHOFHE
7 @IRBC [ 7 =V —[F% [IRN200131.E] : Z¥IFT OREHR, IR (2020 ££ 3
A 13 B)

According to the Amnesty International report, the 2015 Code

requires that arrests are carried out on the basis of arrest warrants that are signed by the
investigator [Code, Art. 181]. While the Code states that the arrest warrant must include the
reasons for arrest, it does not explicitly mention the requirement for the inclusion of the
legal provisions under which the arrest is made. The investigator could also provide "judicial
officers" with an arrest warrant for a specified period of time in cases where the accused is
on the run. The "judicial officers" could then arrest the accused on finding them [Code, Art.
184]. However, if the accused person's hiding place is their house or workplace or that of
others, "judicial officers" may not enter such places unless they obtain a separate order from
a judicial authority authorizing entry [Code, note 3 to Art. 184].

Despite the general requirement for the issuance of an arrest warrant by the investigator
prior to making arrests, "judicial officers" can arrest individuals without such warrants in
cases of "evident crimes" [Code, Art. 44 and 46]....

4 DFAT HEEEHRBRE 472 (ER)I (201846 A 7 H)
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In correspondence with the Research Directorate, the Middle East Consultancy Services

(MECS), a London-based research organization providing strategic advice and information
on the Middle East and North Africa region (MECS n.d.), explained that

[g]enerally, copies of court summons and arrest warrants can be obtained from outside
Iran and by a third party. However, this is dependant upon the type of crime and which court

deals with such matters.

In order to obtain such documents, one would need a valid letter of authority signed by
the client and an official solicitor who is a member of the Iranian Association Bar. If you
are outside of the country, it is possible to give authority to a solicitor based in Iran. Iranian

courts only allow official solicitors to act on behalf of a defendant.

According to the law, solicitors can obtain the summons or arrest warrant. However, in
practice, only general courts (which deal with civil matters and general crimes) allow
lawyers to obtain such documents on behalf of their clients. Revolutionary [Clourts (which
deal with political matters), on the other hand, are very strict with handing over summons
due to the fact that they can be used against the Iranian government in an international
setting. (MECS 14 Feb. 2020)

(4) HEmEHIPT
7 @IRBC [7 =V —[HIZ [IRN200132.E] : SO A7 A (202043 A
12 A)

According to an academic article in Iranian Studies by Reza Banakar, a professor of
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sociology of law at Lund University, Sweden, and Keyvan Ziaee, a visiting research fellow
at Lund University, the Revolutionary Courts are "special" courts, "presided over by
religious judges and [which] operate outside the jurisdiction of public courts" (Banakar and
Ziaee 2018, 719).

2. Jurisdiction
Sources indicate that the Revolutionary Courts primarily handle prosecutions including

* acts against national security (Australia 7 June 2018, para. 5.13; IHRDC 12 Oct. 2016,
Sec. 2.2.1.1; MECS 14 Feb. 2020);

+ drug smuggling (Australia 7 June 2018, para. 5.13; IHRDC 12 Oct. 2016, Sec. 2.2.1.1;
MECS 14 Feb. 2020);

* espionage (Australia 7 June 2018, para. 5.13; IHRDC 12 Oct. 2016, Sec. 2.2.1.1;
Rahmani and Koohshahi 2016, 49);

+ enmity with God (moharebeh) (IHRDC 12 Oct. 2016, Sec. 2.2.1.1; Rahmani and
Koohshahi 2016, 49);

« "corruption on earth" (efsad-e-fel-arz) (IHRDC 12 Oct. 2016, Sec. 2.2.1.1);

* slander against the founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran (MECS 14 Feb. 2020;
IHRDC 12 Oct. 2016, Sec. 2.2.1.1; Rahmani and Koohshahi 2016, 49) and the
Supreme Leader (IHRDC 12 Oct. 2016, Sec. 2.2.1.1; Rahmani and Koohshahi 2016,
49);

* financial crimes that harm the stability and economy of the country (IHRDC 12 Oct.
2016, Sec. 2.2.1.1);

+ smuggling of cultural heritage or national wealth abroad (IHRDC 12 Oct. 2016, sec.
2.2.1.1);

+ illegal counterfeiting of audiovisual work (IHRDC 12 Oct. 2016, Sec. 2.2.1.1); and

* crimes pertaining to the public and private health institutions of the country (IHRDC
12 Oct. 2016, Sec. 2.2.1.1).

According to the MECS, the "official procedures" of the Iranian Revolutionary
Courts are as follows:

i. The prosecution court is responsible for gathering information and issuing
indictments. The court should then issue a summons to the defendant and
explain why they have been summoned, in addition to the date and time
of their attendance. At this stage, usually, the defendant will be arrested
under "temporary arrest" proceedings.

ii. The prosecution court will then send the case to the [R]evolutionary
[Clourt, deciding which branch should deal with the case. Then, the
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9.

manager of the [R]evolutionary [Clourt branch will issue a summons and
tell the defendant the time and date of their required attendance.

iii. Usually one judge has the responsibility of deciding on and issuing the
verdict.

iv. The last stage is the serving of the verdict to the defendant. (MECS 14
Feb. 2020)

4 @HRW [TU— )L FLAR—K2020-47>] (20204£1 4 14 B)

served on a four-person committee that ordered the execution of several thousand political
prisoners in 1988, to lead Iran’s judicial branch. Iranian courts, and particularly the
revolutionary courts, regularly fall far short of providing fair trials and use confessions
likely obtained under torture as evidence in court. Authorities routinely restrict detainees’
access to legal counsel, particularly during the investigation period.

On March 7, Iranian leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei appointed Ebrahim Raeesi, who

B2 L OREHK
(1) A AT 2EmB5RERE (IRGC, Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps)

7 DFAT [HEEEHRBE (7> (KGR (201846 A 7 H)

A A7 LEmPiEERR (IRGC)
52 A 7 HmPhfk (IRGC : Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps) (%, A 7 C

b RAMIBLER OCEFHERECTH Y, 4 AT 2ILMEOMRE & FRtlICH T2 A
Do 1979 FITA T UFEMMPKEZ o7k, 7Y T « RAA =RFERNT—F = -
77 X¥—7 (BUGHIEES ) ICL 0 XELINDA AT LAEE WD [ARIOEES
ZFATICE T 720, IRGC ZiE L=, IRGC (f. & A A =FiOEEIZKT 54
WD ATEE 2 INET DB, KO 1980 DA T 712 WA BIRT D ERICEE R
BBl Rt= Uiz, ZHLICE, IRGC a2 EOAFZRBESE, ERNOH
B U 7= 0N R OSRHMTR 228 Ik & L CTHERE L C X 7=, IRGC (., 4 B kg —%
I FEZIRE (joint Armed Forces Chief of the General Staff) D54 T (28 &
ADHOD, MENFEL, ML, #, ZOHKEES L (EH2H) .,
Fo, BURIEEIE IZx3 2 b02E 0, ENERIEEIAZIT 5 5871 72 5 Wi%E 4
AL TS, IRGC X, A D MEFT#HR LT\ 5, IRGC IE 2009 F0 [k
OEE | TETEN 2T T HERICOEE &R A o723, 2017~18 FFOHT
HATE A MET ABCITE T CBENL o T RE R T2 8 o T,

A mE_LK A JVEabifEke 7 o ilisE SAEBAFEEITHI] AFP (2019
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FD PO E T2 TODIRPL T T, 7T U OFIBANCE S v 5 i
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10. #EDEH
(1) #EDHHBEOHIR
7 @DFAT HEEFE#HFSE A4 7] (202044 A 15R)

AT 4T
3.107 (2018 4F 6 H A 3.70 & [AI4R)

3.117 A small number of international media bureaus and foreign journalists have
permission to operate inside Iran. Foreign media personnel are the subject of close
monitoring and oversight, and are restricted in the topics they may cover and areas they
may visit. The government routinely denies visas to foreign reporters who have
previously criticised it. Authorities also target Iranian nationals (including dual nationals)
working with foreign media outlets inside Iran. In 2015, Jason Rezaian, a Washington
Post correspondent (and dual Iranian-American national) was convicted of espionage
charges, which he denied. Rezaian was released in January 2016 as part of a prisoner
exchange after spending 18 months in prison (including 50 days in solitary confinement).
In 2009, Maziar Bahar, a Newsweek journalist, was also arrested on espionage charges.

He made a televised confession and was released after 118 days in prison.

3.118 Authorities have stepped up efforts to control traditional and online media at times
of particular political sensitivity, such as during election campaigns and major protests.
In October 2019, Ruhollah Zam, an outspoken opposition journalist based in France who
used Telegram as his main platform, was ‘enticed’ to Iraq, where he was arrested by the
IRGC and subsequently returned to Iran. In the lead-up to the May 2017 presidential
election, security officials pre-emptively detained a number of journalists associated with
reformist newspapers. Authorities also arrested several Telegram channel administrators,

blocked a reported 173,000 Telegram accounts and arrested 100 Internet users (mostly
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Telegram users). Authorities also targeted Telegram during the 2017-18 protests (see
Critics of the State).
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An August 2014 report by the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in

the Islamic Republic of Iran states that despite government officials making statements in
support of greater press freedoms, "laws and policies continue to place overly broad
restrictions on the rights to freedom of expression and access to information" (UN 27 Aug.
2014, para. 22). Similarly, RSF stated in June 2014 that there "has been no significant
improvement in freedom of information" in Iran despite the election of "moderate
conservative" Hassan Rouhani as President of Iran in June 2013 (RSF 18 June 2014). RSF
further noted that the judiciary and intelligence agencies continue to subject journalists and
"netizens" [1] to "injustices and persecution" (ibid.). This is corroborated by the New York-
based International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran (ICHRI) [2], which states in their
report entitled Internet in Chains: The Front Line of State Repression in Iran that hardliners
in the security and intelligence services are "active in the persecution of online activists"
and that arrests of online activists has increased since Rouhani's inauguration (ICHRI Nov.
2014, 36).

2.3 Internet Policing

Sources indicate that Iran has a Cyber Police unit (FATA) [or FETA (RSF 2013)] (Article
192013, 17; US 27 Feb. 2014, 23). According to Article 19, in November 2009, the Iranian
authorities established a Web Crimes unit to police the Internet for "'insults and lies" (2013,
20). The ICHRI states that the Cyber Police unit was established by the Iranian national
police force in 2011, and its duties include monitoring the activities of activists (ICHRI Nov.
2014, 33). The same source states that the unit "pursues, through harassment, arrest, and
interrogation, any citizen who expresses dissenting views online" (ibid.). According to the
head of Tehran's Cyber Police unit, as reported by ICHRI, staff working in the Cyber Police's
"Determination and Prevention Unit" are required to "surf the Internet and monitor different
websites, blogs, social networks, chat rooms, and similar online spaces, to ensure that no
crimes take place" (ICHRI 3 Feb. 2014). The head of Tehran's Cyber Police unit stated that

their unit does not enter Internet users' "private domain," such as e-mails and two-person
chat sessions (ibid.). However, ICHRI reports that the cyber police pressures Internet
providers to supply them with evidence to pursue online activists and cited an example in
which a Tehran-based Internet provider "publicized FATA's attempts to illegally obtain

personal information about one of its online customers" (ICHRI Nov. 2014, 33).

2.4 Cyber Army
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Sources indicate that Iran has a "Cyber Army" [or "Cyber Defence Command" (Article
19 2013, 15)] that operates under the Revolutionary Guards (ICHRI 2013, 23; US 27 Feb.
2014, 23; Article 19 2013, 15). According to the ICHRI, it was created in the wake of the
2009 election protests and "is charged with attacking and bringing down any domestic
website that engages in activities the authorities perceive as transgressive--as well as
hacking and disrupting the websites of perceived foreign enemies" (Nov. 2014, 34).
Similarly, Article 19 states that this body is "responsible for monitoring potentially
subversive Internet activity and for hacking into various well-known platforms and websites
that are perceived as threats to the regime's stability" (Article 19 2013, 15). The ICHRI
states that there is little known about the structure and makeup of the Cyber Army and that

nn

it functions "extra-judicially," "without court order or any responsible official that a citizen

or organization can question or hold accountable" (ICHRI Nov. 2014, 35).
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A FE [Iran opposition activist accused of stoking protests said to go on trial| AFP
via The Times of Israel (202042 A 10 AH)

Ruhollah Zam was living in exile in Paris, where he ran a social media channel; he was

arrested by Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps announced the arrest of Ruhollah Zam in
October, describing him as a “counterrevolutionary” who was “directed by France’s

intelligence service.”

Zam, who reportedly lived in Paris, ran a channel on the Telegram messaging app called

Amadnews.

He was accused by authorities of playing an active role in anti-government protests

sparked by economic hardship during the winter of 2017-18.

Telegram shut down Amadnews in 2018 after Iran demanded it remove the account for

inciting an “armed uprising.”
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---Iran’s constitution stipulates that followers of five other schools of thought within
Islam—Maliki, Hanafi, Shafi’i, Hanbali, and Zaydi—should be accorded respect and
permitted to perform their religious rites. The constitution recognizes Christians, Jews, and
Zoroastrians as protected religious minorities, free to perform their rites “within the limits
of the law.”+-

All of Iran’s laws and regulations are based on unique Jaafari Shi’a Islamic
interpretations. Under Iran’s Penal Code, moharebeh (“enmity against God”) is vaguely
defined and often used for political purposes. Both moharabeh and sabb al-nabi (“insulting
the prophet”) are capital crimes. Apostasy is not codified as a crime in the Penal Code but
detainees are still tried as apostates because the constitution specifies that Shari’ah be
applied to any cases not explicitly addressed by the law.

In December 2016, President Rouhani publicly released a nonbinding Charter on
Citizens’ Rights that promised, among other rights, recognition of all religious identities and
nondiscriminatory legal protection. However, since his reelection in May 2017, religious
minorities in Iran have seen little change based on this document. Instead, growing numbers
of religious minorities, dissident Shi’a and Sunni Muslims (especially Sunni Muslim
Kurds), and human rights defenders have been subject to harassment, arrest, and execution

for exercising rights nominally protected by the charter.- -
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The Sunni Muslim population in Iran is concentrated in underdeveloped areas and
experiences discrimination in employment.- - -Most Sunni Muslim worship in Tehran occurs
in private homes or large rooms in other buildings. In August 2018, police blocked the
entrances to prayer houses in four districts of Tehran during the Fid al-Adha holiday. Sunni

clerics were also the targets of violence in Iran in 2018. In July, gunmen assassinated a Sunni

cleric in southeastern Iran, and in November a Sunni cleric was shot four times with a
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hunting rifle on his way home from a mosque.
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Adherents to Sufi orders, which emphasize mystic elements of Islam, are targeted by the
government for “following a deviant sect” that does not conform to the state’s official
interpretation of Islam. Members of Iran’s largest Sufi order, the Nematollahi Gonbadi, face
a range of abuses. In February 2018, Iranian police, security, and intelligence agents
surrounded the house of Sufi leader Noor Ali Tabandeh, leading to clashes with protestors.
At the end of the reporting period, Tabandeh remained under house arrest without an official
explanation from Iran’s government. Iran has also targeted members of the Sufi community
itself. During Sufi protests in February 2018, five security officers and one other person
were killed and reports indicate 300 protestors were arrested.- -
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Iranian law denies freedom of religion to Baha’is and discriminates against them.
Authorities continue to arrest and prosecute members of the Baha’i faith on vague national
security charges, and close down or suspend licenses for businesses owned by
them. Iranian authorities also systematically refuse to allow Baha’is to register at public

universities because of their faith.

4 @USCIRF [USCIRF ER #2019 & : F—REE (Bt fE OB EN &%
SnsE) A7v) (201944 A 19 H)

There are more than 300,000 Baha’is in Iran, who together constitute the largest non-
Muslim religious majority in the country. Iran’s government considers the Baha’i faith a
heretical “deviant sect” whose members are de facto apostates. Despite promises by
President Rouhani to end religious discrimination, Baha’is are not recognized by the state
and are denied political, economic, cultural, and social rights on this basis. Since 2014, more
than 26,000 pieces of anti-Baha’i media have aired on official or semi-official Iranian

television channels.

Over the past 10 years, more than 1,000 Baha’is have been arbitrarily arrested on the
basis of their faith. Arrest orders come from revolutionary courts that were set up following
the 1979 Islamic revolution, and are executed by both security forces and agents of Iran’s

Ministry of Intelligence.- -
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Iran has nearly 300,000 Christians, including traditional Armenian and
Assyrian/Chaldean ethnic churches and newer Protestant and evangelical churches. The
government monitors members of the historical churches and imposes legal restrictions on
constructing and renovating houses of worship. Christians have been sentenced to prison
terms for holding private Christmas gatherings, organizing and conducting house churches,
and traveling abroad to attend Christian seminars. Evangelical Christian communities face
repression because many conduct services in Persian and proselytize to those outside their
community. Pastors of house churches are often charged with national security-related

crimes and apostasy.
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In 2018, Iran drastically escalated its arrests of Christians. Whereas 16 Christians were
arrested in Iran in 2017, at least 171 were arrested in 2018. While Iran often arrests
Christians ahead of Christmas, arrests in 2018 began earlier and took place in a wider set of
cities and towns than usual.- -

(B) TS, A AT L2HFNDLX Y X FE~DOHEFEE OB
7 @Landinfo Iran: Kristne konvertitter — en oppdatering om arrestasjoner og
straffeforfolgelse | ecoi (20194510 A 18 H)

2010 4725 2019 FFOMNICER S NIz U X M ESTRE O
(7' —Z )VEHFR) After the legal, registered convertite churches previously found in Iran

were closed in 2012 and 2013, Persian-speaking Christian converts from Islam have been
prevented from attending masses in churches in Iran (Landinfo 2017a, p. 10). This group
has instead organized itself into small private house churches or home churches. Members
of such home churches have been arrested, and often pressured to either give up their faith
or sign that they will not attend meetings with other Christians in the future. Those who
refuse to comply are at risk of being imprisoned and charged with missionary activity,
participation in illegal home congregations, or acting against the security of the nation
(Article 18 et al. 2019, pp. 2-4).

In the cases that Landinfo has reviewed in connection with this response, there are examples
of those arrested, during the interrogation phase, being pressured to sign that they will not
participate in meetings with other Christians in the future. However, we have not found any
examples of being asked to give up their faith. On the other hand, there are examples from
court hearings that judges give defendants the opportunity to give up their faith in order to
avoid punishment (Article 18 2019a).

4 @USCIRF [USCIRF fER$R5E 2019 £ : B—REE (BEEREORENEE
SNBE) AZ7v] (201944 A 19 H)

---Converts to Christianity in Iran also face persecution. Two converts to Christianity
from Islam, Hadi Asgari and Amin Afshar-Naderi, awaited verdicts at the end of the
reporting period from appellate courts on extensive prison sentences for “conductive
evangelism” and “illegal house church activities.”

Pastor Youcef Nadarkhani, a prisoner for whom USCIRF advocates as part of its
Religious Prisoners of Conscience Project, is a convert from Islam to Christianity who leads
the Evangelical Church of Iran and has been arrested several times. In 2017, Judge

Ahmadzadeh sentenced Nadarkhani to 10 years in prison and two years in internal exile for
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“promoting Zionist Christianity.” After several failed appeals, he was rearrested in July 2018

by plainclothes agents, beaten, and taken to a quarantine ward in Evin Prison.

v @EENEE EHRBEREMER// —F A7V U RAMEBLIUXY R
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c. XU R MNHUEE

2.2.6 Christians who have converted from Islam are considered apostates — a criminal

offence in Iran. Sharia law does not allow for conversion from Islam to another religion,
and it is not possible for a person to change their religious affiliation on personal
documentation. There are reports of some Christian converts (and sometimes their family
members) facing physical attacks, harassment, threats, surveillance, arrest, detention, as
well as torture and ill-treatment in detention (see Christian converts).

2.2.7 In the country guidance case of SZ and JM (Christians — FS confirmed) Iran CG
[2008] UKAIT 00082 (heard on 13 -15 May 2008 and promulgated on 12 November 2008)
the Upper Tribunal held that conditions for converts to sacrament-based churches may be
such that they could not reasonably be expected to return to Iran (para 145). As regards
‘ordinary’ converts (i.e. those who are not active evangelisers), the Tribunal held that there
is a risk, but not a real risk, of serious harm if returned to Iran (para 148).

2.2.8 Although this country guidance case was heard over 9 years’ ago the available
country evidence indicates that the findings remain valid.

2.2.9 In the case of A. v. Switzerland, the ECtHR confirmed that converts who have not
come to the attention of the authorities, including for reasons other than their conversion,
and who practised their faith discreetly, do not face a real risk of ill-treatment upon return.
At paragraph 29 of the judgement the ECtHR referred to the CPIN of February 2017 to
inform their approach. This position is similar to that of the Swiss (and also Sweden and the

Netherlands), and has been considered by their domestic courts.

2.2.10 Those who have converted from Islam and whose conversion is likely to come to
the attention of the authorities in Iran (including through evangelical or proselytising
activities or having previously come to the adverse attention of the authorities for other
reasons) are at real risk of persecution on return (see Activities which attract attention from

the authorities).
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Religiously-based charges

3.41 Under Iranian law, a Muslim who leaves his or her faith or converts to another
religion can be charged with apostasy. Separately, a person of any religion may be charged
with the crime of ‘swearing at the Prophet’ (blasphemy) if he or she makes utterances that
are deemed derogatory towards the Prophet Mohammed, other Shi’a holy figures, or other
divine prophets. The Penal Code does not specifically criminalise apostasy, but provisions
in the Penal Code and Constitution state that sharia applies to situations in which the law is
silent, and judges are compelled to deliver sharia-based judgements in such cases. Although
the Koran does not explicitly say that apostasy should be penalised, most Islamic judges in
Iran agree that apostasy should be a capital crime. This ruling is based both on oral traditions
attributed to the Prophet Mohammed and to Shi’a Imams, whom Shi’a consider the
Prophet’s rightful successors. Chapter Five of the Penal Code specifically criminalises
swearing at the Prophet as a capital offence, although a clause states that the sentence can
be reduced to 74 lashings of the whip if the accused states the insults were the result of a

mistake or were made in anger.

3.43 While apostasy and blasphemy cases are no longer an everyday occurrence in Iran,
authorities continue to use religiously-based charges (such as ‘insulting Islam”) against a
diverse group of individuals. In recent years, the group has included Shi’a members of the
reform movement, Muslim-born converts to Christianity, Baha’i, Muslims who challenge
the prevailing interpretation of Islam (particularly Sufis), and others who espouse

unconventional religious beliefs (including members of recognised religious groups).:-*

3.44 Death sentences in apostasy and blasphemy cases are now rare. However, in March
2017 the Supreme Court upheld the decision of a criminal court in Arak to sentence a 21
year old man to death for apostasy. Authorities had arrested the man after he made social
media posts considered critical of Islam and the Koran while on military service in October
2015. Human rights groups claim authorities tricked the man into confessing to the charges
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with the promise of release if he did so. The death sentence had not been carried out as of
March 2018. The court also convicted two co-defendants of posting anti-Islamic material
on social media, sentencing them to prison.
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2.2.11 Some sources suggest that a person who has converted to Christianity abroad and

returned to Iran would only be at risk if the authorities previously had an interest in their
activities in Iran or if the convert would engage in evangelical or proselytising activities
(see Treatment of those returning to Iran who have converted abroad).

2.2.12  Those persons who return to Iran having converted while abroad and who do not
actively seek to proselytise and those who consider their religion a personal matter, who
seek no public expression of their faith, may be able to continue practising Christianity

discreetly.

2.2.13 In cases where the person will be discreet about their religion on return, the reasons
for such discretion need to be considered in the light of HJ (Iran). Decision makers should
take account of how the person has practised their religion whilst in the UK. A person should
not be expected to conceal their religion, their conversion or their activities relating to the
conversion of others, if they are not willing to do so. However, if the person would conceal

his or her religion or religious activities for reasons other than for a fear of persecution, then
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the person would have no basis for their claim for international protection. Each case must

be considered on its facts.
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Sunni Muslim Kurds face particular discrimination since they are neither Shi’a nor

Persian, and are often targeted by Iranian authorities. Iran executed approximately 53 Kurds
in 2018.---
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4 AR N THEEOR, EEZ2 L RN & 72 2009 £ 5 2011 412 H 0 Tt
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—7 =2 /L (Amnesty International) (X, HEPRE SN HDOTHY | Bl
2 ZFEIE LS ARETHo eFB LI, 47 VBURIE, A =IROEH
FREEZMNMET HDOTEI Cho7- 2 F EL TS

T @EE_LHEEHFT CG HE [HB (Kurds) Iran CG [2018] UKUT 00430 (IAC)]
(2018412 A 14 B)
COUNTRY GUIDANCE

(1) SSH and HR (illegal exit: failed asylum seeker) Iran CG [2016] UKUT 308 (IAC)
remains valid country guidance in terms of the country guidance offered in the headnote.

For the avoidance of doubt, that decision is not authority for any proposition in relation to

the risk on return for refused Kurdish asylum-seekers on account of their Kurdish ethnicity
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alone.

(2) Kurds in Iran face discrimination. However, the evidence does not support a
contention that such discrimination is, in general, at such a level as to amount to persecution

or Article 3 ill-treatment.

(3) Since 2016 the Iranian authorities have become increasingly suspicious of, and sensitive
to, Kurdish political activity. Those of Kurdish ethnicity are thus regarded with even greater
suspicion than hitherto and are reasonably likely to be subjected to heightened scrutiny on

return to Iran.

(4) However, the mere fact of being a returnee of Kurdish ethnicity with or without a valid
passport, and even if combined with illegal exit, does not create a risk of persecution or
Article 3 ill-treatment.

(5) Kurdish ethnicity is nevertheless a risk factor which, when combined with other factors,
may create a real risk of persecution or Article 3 ill-treatment. Being a risk factor it means
that Kurdish ethnicity is a factor of particular significance when assessing risk. Those “other
factors” will include the matters identified in paragraphs (6)-(9) below.

(6) A period of residence in the KRI by a Kurdish returnee is reasonably likely to result in
additional questioning by the authorities on return. However, this is a factor that will be
highly fact-specific and the degree of interest that such residence will excite will depend,
non-exhaustively, on matters such as the length of residence in the KRI, what the person
concerned was doing there and why they left.

(7) Kurds involved in Kurdish political groups or activity are at risk of arrest, prolonged
detention and physical abuse by the Iranian authorities. Even Kurds expressing peaceful
dissent or who speak out about Kurdish rights also face a real risk of persecution or Article

3 ill-treatment.

(8) Activities that can be perceived to be political by the Iranian authorities include social
welfare and charitable activities on behalf of Kurds. Indeed, involvement with any organised
activity on behalf of or in support of Kurds can be perceived as political and thus involve a
risk of adverse attention by the Iranian authorities with the consequent risk of persecution

or Article 3 ill-treatment.

(9) Even ‘low-level’ political activity, or activity that is perceived to be political, such as,
by way of example only, mere possession of leaflets espousing or supporting Kurdish rights,
if discovered, involves the same risk of persecution or Article 3 ill-treatment. Each case
however, depends on its own facts and an assessment will need to be made as to the nature
of the material possessed and how it would be likely to be viewed by the Iranian authorities
in the context of the foregoing guidance.

(10) The Iranian authorities demonstrate what could be described as a ‘hair-trigger’
approach to those suspected of or perceived to be involved in Kurdish political activities or
support for Kurdish rights. By ‘hair-trigger’ it means that the threshold for suspicion is low

and the reaction of the authorities is reasonably likely to be extreme.
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13. HAEB LUBE DA H

(1) HRE»HEBEDNTVSEDOHE

7 @IRBC_[Z7 U —[E% [IRN200128.E] : EHE COHETFHE (202043 A 10
H)

2. Whether Authorities Alert Border Officials of Individuals They Are Looking For

A report by the Danish Refugee Council (DRC) and Danish Immigration Service (DIS),
based on interviews in Tehran and London conducted in September and October 2017,

indicates that Iran will not automatically issue a travel ban after a civil or criminal sentence,
but that cases involving debt, national security and "political cases," along with cases where
"there is no access to the accused person," will trigger a travel ban (DRC and DIS of
Denmark Feb. 2018, 8). The same source also states that the prosecutor's office has a border

authority-linked database of individuals on the travel ban list, and reports the following:
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One source added that when judges issue travel bans, these are received by other
authorities without delays/in "real time". Furthermore, exiting the country legally when a
travel ban has been issued is next to impossible. According to the source, the security at the
border is very strict; additionally, the borders are highly controlled by the military. At the
same time, it would be very costly to arrange an illegal departure ... . (DRC and DIS of
Denmark Feb. 2018, 8-9)

Australia's DFAT reports that

[a]uthorities routinely impose travel bans on citizens. Reasons for a travel ban can include
security concerns, financial debts, outstanding taxes, crimes committed abroad, and
outstanding sentences awaiting enforcement. Civil and political activists are particularly
likely to face travel bans. ... MOIS [Ministry of Intelligence and Security] and the IRGC
[Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps] have the power to impose travel bans without
recourse to the judiciary. Iranians under travel bans are often unaware of their status until
they reach passport control at the airport and are prohibited from leaving the country. The
presence of security organisations in all Iranian airports, particularly those with border
checkpoints, enables authorities to determine whether or not any Iranian citizen can leave
the country by air. (Australia 7 June 2018, para. 5.21)

US Country Reports 2018 indicates that "[s]everal journalists, academics, opposition
politicians, human and women's rights activists, and artists remained subject to foreign
travel bans and had their passports confiscated during the year" (US 13 Mar. 2019, 29).

The Professor Emeritus stated the following:

As far as [ am aware, there are two watchlists, one maintained by the Intelligence Ministry
and one maintained by the Revolutionary Guard. Visitors are checked against both lists. The
lists are updated, but because of security concern[s] respecting electronic communication,
sometimes the lists are updated by courier. Iran also apparently uses old-style spotters
(people who memorize facial features of wanted persons). Presumably commercial facial

recognition technology will continue to be developed. (Professor Emeritus 21 Feb. 2020)

3. Incidence of Bribery of Iranian Border Officials to Facilitate Departure

The Professor Emeritus provided the following information:

Bribery at the point of entry or exit is difficult. However, Iran is also a major narcotics
transshipment country and has a large addict population of its own. Drug trafficking
organizations have illicit relations with the Revolutionary Guard that controls much of the
economy, so bribery exists but it is happening further up the pipeline than the official entry
and exit points in the country (of which there are nearly a hundred). The NAJA (Law

Enforcement Forces) are primarily corrupted by the opium trade. You are more likely to find
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corruption and bribery at the actual entry exit point in the Baluchistan Sistan areas which
are rife with foreign special operators, criminals, and smuggling.

(2) FREEEFRLEEOREROBIRN
7 @IRBC 7V —[F4% [IRN200133.E] : FREEZEZLEHE B IVCEAEIIEX
NTEFEOTH | (202044 A 9 H)

---a representative of the Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) [3] in Iraq, speaking on his own

behalf, provided the following information, based on communication with personal contacts
who have knowledge of Iran:

If an Iranian who had sought asylum or left the country for good sought to return, I am
told that the family would need to contact the authorities prior to her/his return and negotiate
terms of return. There is no guarantee that the authorities would not take punitive action
[against] the returnee. All indications suggest that persons who are perceived to have left
the country for any reason other than simply to work abroad have no guarantee of safety
upon their return to Iran. (Representative 16 Feb. 2020)

Australia's Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) indicates that

[a]ccording to international observers, Iranian authorities pay little attention to failed
asylum seekers on their return to Iran. .... International observers report that Iranian
authorities have little interest in prosecuting failed asylum seekers for activities conducted
outside Iran, including in relation to protection claims. This includes posting social media
comments critical of the government—heavy internet filtering means most Iranians will
never see them—converting to Christianity, or engaging in LGBTI activities. In such cases
the risk profile for the individual will be the same as for any other person in Iran within that
category. Those with an existing high profile may face a higher risk of coming to official

attention on return to Iran, particularly political activists. (Australia 7 June 2018, para. 5.25)

The JRS representative stated that Iranian opposition activists abroad can face
imprisonment and "harsh treatment" upon their return to Iran, "possibly"” including the death
penalty, but that returnees who are not regarded as a "potential threat" and are not thought
to possess information potentially helpful to the government "are not further harassed"
(Representative 16 Feb. 2020). Similarly, a professor of sociology at York University who
has written about gender in Iran and the Muslim diaspora stated, in correspondence with the
Research Directorate, indicated that "[u]nofficially, and via social media, we hear of cases
where the person involved is jailed," but "for how long and under what conditions, we don't
know," and that the likelihood of being imprisoned depends on "how harmful to the regime's
reputation the authorities judge his activities have been" (Professor of sociology 31 Jan.
2020).
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(3) FiEHEFER OIRER OBk

7 @HRENEL HEEBREVCIAF VR 4T FEEFRLHE, 5 5.0 b
(201942 H)

2.4.3 Although the law provides that a person can be fined on return or sentenced to between
one and three years’ imprisonment if they left Iran illegally (i.e. without an exit permit),
current evidence is that returnees who left Iran illegally and have no other history which
would bring them to the attention of authorities (such as political activism) generally do not
face prosecution. If prosecuted, the likely sentence is a fine, and there is not a real risk of
imprisonment (see Treatment of returnees who exited illegally).

2.4.4 In the Country Guidance case of SSH and HR (illegal exit: failed asylum seeker) Iran
(CG) [2016] UKUT 308 (IAC), heard on 10 May 2016 and promulgated on 29 June 2016,
the Upper Tribunal (UT) of the Immigration and Asylum Chamber found that, ‘The
examples given show that people found guilty of another offence may in addition receive a
prison sentence for illegal exit, but they do not show that people are sentenced to
imprisonment for illegal exit per se. Indeed, the evidence suggests that there is no appetite
to prosecute for illegal exit alone, but if there is another offence, illegal exit will be added
on’ (paragraph 31).

2.4.5 It also found: ‘(a) An Iranian male whom it is sought to return to Iran, who does not
possess a passport, will be returnable on a laissez passer, which he can obtain from the

Iranian Embassy on proof of identity and nationality.

(b) An Iranian male in respect of whom no adverse interest has previously been manifested
by the Iranian State does not face a real risk of persecution/breach of his Article 3 rights on
return to Iran on account of having left Iran illegally and/or being a failed asylum seeker.
No such risk exists at the time of questioning on return to Iran nor after the facts (i.e. of
illegal exit and being a failed asylum seeker) have been established. In particular, there is

not a real risk of persecution leading to imprisonment.’ (paragraph 33)

5.2.3 The 2013 joint Danish-Norwegian report, citing consular officers of the U.S. embassy
in Ankara, stated:

‘ After the post-election political turmoil in the summer of 2009 it appears as if the Iranian
Government has eased the requirements to allow people to leave the country in the sense
that a young man wishing to leave the country before having completed his military service
is able to deposit a bond of 12,000 USD and be allowed travel abroad for study. If the person
does not return to Iran, the amount is taken by the authorities. It was commented that young
dissatisfied individuals could be perceived as a potential source of unrest by the authorities.
It was considered that by allowing them to leave, the authorities were thereby getting rid of
dissent.’12
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14. Z DA,
1) ANE, REXZANVDRTZH
7 @DFAT HEEFEHRHE 471 (20200454 H 15R)

Tattoos and People with ‘Western” Appearance

3.136 ---Tattoos are increasingly popular among young Iranians. Young men with visible
tattoos are common in Tehran. DFAT saw some men with tattoos covering nearly the
entire length of their arms (‘sleeve tattoos’). DFAT also saw some women with visible —
albeit significantly smaller — tattoos than men (for example, on their wrists). Tattooists
operate underground, and generate business through word-of-mouth and Instagram.
DFAT is not aware of tattooists being targeted by the authorities. Like tattoos, Western-
style clothing is common — jeans and short-sleeved t-shirts (including with Western
branding) are de rigueur for men in Tehran during summer. DFAT observed a number of

men in Tehran with earrings and women with ankle bracelets.

2 A AT NEDBERERDNDE

7 @USCIRF_USCIRF fER#E 2019 4 : E—HEE (BEEEEDOEENEE
SNBE) A7) (201944 A 19 H)

---Iranian officials and clerics regularly call for the elimination of the state of Israel, and
members of the Jewish community have been targeted on the basis of real or perceived ties
to Israel. In December 2018, a group of evangelical Christians were also arrested and

charged with promoting “Zionist Christianity.”
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