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2.2.1 Sri Lanka is a majority-Buddhist country. Religious minorities, mainly Hindus,
Muslims and Christians, account for a little over 30% of the population (about 7 million
people). The largest religious minority group are Hindus (15% of the population), who are
mainly Tamils and are strongly present in the Northern, Eastern, Central, Sabragamuwa and
Uva provinces; Muslims (8% of the population) are mainly present in Ampara, Batticaloa
and Trincomalee in the east, and Mannar and Puttalam in the west; and Christians (8% of

the population) are mainly present in Eastern, Northern, North-western and Western
provinces (see Religious demography).
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4 @CIA |World Factbook -Sri Lanka| (202042 A 17 AHE)

TBU :
E %t H : President Gotabaya RAJAPAKSA (since 18 November 2019); note - the

president is both chief of state and head of government; Prime Minister Mahinda
RAJAPAKSA (since 21 November 2019)

T B . Gotabaya RAJAPAKSA elected president; percent of vote - Gotabaya
RAJAPAKSA (SLPP) 52.2%, Sajith PREMADASA (UNP) 42%, other 5.8%

SEIERT

#LB9 : unicameral Parliament (225 seats; 196 members directly elected in multi-seat
constituencies by proportional representation vote using a preferential method in which
voters select 3 candidates in order of preference; remaining 29 seats allocated to other
political parties and groups in proportion to share of national vote; members serve 5-year
terms)

F®Z£ : last held on 17 August 2015 (next to be held by August 2020)

FREEHER © percent of vote by coalition/party - UNFGG 45.7%, UPFA 42.4%, JVP 4.9%,
TNA 4.6%, SLMC 0.4%, EPDP 0.3% other 1.7%; seats by coalition/party UNFGG 106,
UPFA 95, TNA 16, JVP 6, SLMC 1, EPDP 1; composition - men 214, women 11, percent
of women 4.9%
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On April 21, Easter Sunday, Islamist suicide bombers attacked churches and hotels in
Colombo and two other cities, killing over 250 women, men, and children and injuring
hundreds more. For the following four months, the government imposed a state of
emergency. Hundreds were detained without charge under the Prevention of Terrorism
Act. Anti-Muslim mobs, sometimes linked to nationalist politicians, and incited by
extremist Buddhist monks, attacked Muslim property. Mainstream and social media vilified
Sri Lankan Muslims and asylum-seekers, putting them at risk of assault.

In November, Gotabaya Rajapaksa was elected president. As defence secretary in the
administration of his brother, Mahinda Rajapaksa from 2005-2015, he was accused of

numerous crimes, including attacks on journalists and activists, and implicated in alleged

war crimes and crimes against humanity.

4 @XEEEE MR EE 20194F - 2 501 (202043 8 11 H)

On April 21, suicide bombs killed 258 individuals. The attacks were the responsibility of
the National Thowheed Jamath (NTJ), members of which had sworn allegiance to the
Islamic State. The following day the government declared an emergency under the Public
Security Ordinance, deployed the armed forces domestically, and gave them arrest authority.
During the emergency the government banned three Islamist organizations: the NTJ,
Jamathe Millathe Ibrahim, and Vilayath As Seylani. The three Islamist groups remained
banned after the emergency expired on August 22. President Maithripala Sirisena
subsequently ordered the military to remain deployed across the country after the expiration
of the emergency, although no longer with arrest authority. President Rajapaksa in turn

extended the order on November 22.

Significant human rights issues included: unlawful killings by the government; torture by
government agents; sexual abuse; arbitrary detention by government entities; restrictions on
freedom of expression, including unjustified arrests of journalists and authors, and limited
social media blocking; widespread corruption; violence against lesbian, gay, bisexual,

transgender, and intersex (LGBTI) persons, and the criminalization of same-sex sexual
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conduct.

Often police reportedly harassed civilians, often with impunity, although the government
took steps to investigate and prosecute some officials who committed human rights abuses.
The government did not implement a mechanism to hold accountable military and security
personnel accused of atrocities during the 1983 to 2009 civil war as called for in 2015 by
UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) Resolution 30/1.

(2) ALE - IR
7 @HRW [TU—)L FLAR—F2020- 2V F %] (20204£1 A 14 H)

Tamils, particularly in the Northern Province, continued to face harassment and intrusive

surveillance.

Human Rights Defenders

Activists and civil society members, particularly in the north and east of the country, were

increasingly subjected to surveillance and harassment. The UN special rapporteur on

freedom of peaceful assembly and association, Clément Nyaletsossi Voulé, reported undue
rights constraints.

Some families of people forcibly disappeared during the war reported intimidation by
soldiers. The army also disrupted Tamil memorial events. [n May, families of the
disappeared from Ampara were at a remembrance ceremony when soldiers arrived and
destroyed or removed banners and decorations, and threatened to arrest the participants.

Voulé reported concerns that, particularly in the north and the east, associations proposing

to work on subjects including LGBTI rights, disappearances, land rights, and post-conflict
reconciliation, were denied registration, and were subject to surveillance and intimidation.

Activists said that these problems increased after the Easter Sunday attacks.

A4 @DFAT [DFAT HEEFHHE 2UF4] (2019411 H 4 A)

Security situation in the north and east

2.64 The government no longer restricts travel to the north and east. It removed security
checkpoints on major roads in 2015, although some were re-established following the 2019
Easter Sunday terrorist attacks. DFAT understands that some security checkpoints re-

established in the north since 21 April 2019 have since been removed.

2.65 The military maintains a significant presence in the north, including approximately
30,000 personnel in the Jaffna Peninsula (some NGOs cite higher numbers). Most military
personnel are confined to the Security Forces Cantonment on Jaffna Peninsula and smaller

surrounding military camps. Military involvement in civilian life has decreased, although

military involvement in some civilian activities, particularly the economy, continues in the
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3.

Northern Province (see Economic conditions in the north and east).- -

2.66 The military appropriated substantial amounts of private- and state-held land in the
Northern and Eastern provinces during and after the civil war in order to establish bases and
associated buffer zones (known as ‘High Security Zones’). As part of the government’s
transitional justice efforts, President Sirisena pledged to return all land appropriated by the
military in the north and east by the end of 2018. While there has been significant progress
on land return, Sirisena’s pledge had not been met at the time of publication. According to
the Sri Lankan Government, as of 2 April 2019, 89,263 acres (or more than 75 per cent) of

land held by the military had been released, including 5,797 acres in 2018.

BUGHBE, BORTSE),/BUR#tal (FEhES S e) DRV
(1) BUFHLHEIE OB
7 @DFAT HEHEE#HRHFE XV F4] (2019411 A 4 H)

3.108 A broad range of NGOs and civil society groups are active in Sri Lanka. NGOs are
required to register with the National Secretariat for NGOs. Some 1,500 NGOs were
registered at the national level in 2019. DFAT assesses that, under the previous Rajapaksa
Government, NGOs and their staff, especially those working on human rights issues,
risked official harassment, including arrest or abduction, while performing their duties.
Sri Lanka’s state-run media regularly accused NGOs and civil society activists of being
traitors, LTTE sympathisers or supporters, or of being backed by ‘foreign’ or ‘Western’
powers. NGO and civil society workers reported threats (including death threats) and
intimidation. Authorities detained and questioned NGO workers, searched their offices

and equipment, and seized documents.- -

3.109 The current government has publicly committed to allow freedom of speech and
end surveillance of NGO workers and human rights defenders. NGOs operate relatively
freely, although activists working on sensitive issues — including corruption, war-era
human rights violations and missing persons — continue to report (predominantly low-
level) surveillance, harassment and intimidation by security forces, particularly in, but
not limited to, the north and east. In July 2018, human rights defenders Srishobana
Yogalimgam and Amitha Priyanthi were assaulted in separate incidents in Jaffna

(Northern Province).: -

(2) BURHER
O UNP (FE—EEX)

7 @Verité Research | Mapping Sri Lanka's Political Parties: Actors and Evolutions |

(20174 11 A)

The UNP was founded as a non-communal party with a pro-western anti-communist
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ideology.3 According to the party founder, D.S. Senanayake, the key objectives of the UNP
was to provide 1) freedom from poverty, 2) freedom from diseases, 3) freedom from
ignorance, 4) freedom from unemployment, and 5) freedom from the fetters of
imperialism.4 The UNP’s initial economic position was in favour of a mixed economy, in
which the state played a significant yet non-dominant role in economic management.
Senanayake paid particular attention to developing the agricultural sector.5 The UNP was
also in favour of welfare initiatives such as free education and free healthcare.

@ SLFP (RVU W EHHEY) BXOUPFA (fi—AREHES)
7 @Verité Research [ Mapping Sri Lanka's Political Parties: Actors and Evolutions |
(2017411 A)

The SLFP was established in September 1951 under the leadership of S.W.R.D.

Bandaranaike.28 -

At the time of party formation, S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike proclaimed the party as
democratic and socialist. He appealed to the clergy, ayurvedic doctors, teachers, farmers,
and the workers (together known as the Pancha Maha Balawega) to join in the party’s

struggle for a socialist state.:

® JVP (T 4 ¥ NBEEHEER)
7 @Verité Research Mapping Sri Lanka's Political Parties: Actors and Evolutions |
201711 H)

The JVP was established as a communist (Marxist-Leninist) party, assuming a far-left
economic position. Its support base has historically been the working (proletarian) class.: -
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(4) It LTTE B DB
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3.57 7 While the LTTE was comprehensively defeated, Sri Lankan authorities remain
sensitive to its potential re-emergence. According to expert testimony provided to a 2013
hearing of the UK’s Upper Tribunal on Immigration and Asylum, Sri Lankan authorities
collect and maintain sophisticated intelligence on former LTTE members and supporters,
including ‘stop’ and ‘watch’ electronic databases. DFAT understands these databases remain
active. ‘Stop’ lists include names of those individuals that have an extant court order, arrest
warrant or order to impound their Sri Lankan passport. ‘Watch’ lists include names of those
individuals that the Sri Lankan security services consider to be of interest, including for
suspected separatist or criminal activities. The UK Home Office reported in June 2017 that
the ‘watch list’ comprised minor offenders and former LTTE cadres. DFAT assesses those
on a watch list are likely to be monitored.

3.58 Former LTTE members face no legal barriers to participating in public life, including
politics. In the August 2015 parliamentary elections, the TNA did not allow ex-LTTE
members to run on their ticket, but ex-combatants established the Crusaders for Democracy
party and ran for election. While they did not win any seats, their participation demonstrated
the openness of the electoral process.

3.62 According to Sri Lankan Government statistics from March 2019, 12,191 former
LTTE members (including 2,265 women) had completed rehabilitation. At the time of
publication, only one rehabilitation centre for former LTTE members remained operational
(Poonthottam Rehabilitation Centre in Vavuniya, Northern Province). DFAT understands

this centre currently houses one former LTTE member.- -

3.67 Local sources estimate that between 4,000 and 6,000 former LTTE members are
undisclosed and non-rehabilitated, some of whom would now be living overseas. Military
sources believe the number of undisclosed and non-rehabilitated former LTTE numbers
within Sri Lanka is low, including approximately 280 individuals in Jaffna (Northern
Province). Former LTTE members are reluctant to identify for fear of rehabilitation or
prosecution. One source claimed the authorities were not actively looking for
nonrehabilitated former LTTE members. At the time of publication, DFAT was not aware of
rehabilitation being imposed on any former LTTE members who have returned from
Australia. DFAT assesses that a non-rehabilitated returnee with links to the LTTE,
particularly high-level links, could be subjected to a rehabilitation process should they

return to Sr1 Lanka.



https://refugeestudies.jp/
https://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Documents/country-information-report-sri-lanka.pdf

20 F % 2020424 H 30 H Ot BEBF 42 7 +— T A https://refugeestudies.jp/

(5) LTTE L D& ZRbNSFZ INVA

7 @EENKEZE Report of a Home Office fact-finding mission to Sri Lanka| v
(202041 H)

Returnees are likely to be questioned by immigration officials especially where they
arrive on an emergency travel document. They are not arrested but may face questioning
about how they left Sri Lanka and whether they were aided by smugglers. If the person is
found to have links to the LTTE or if wanted for previous crimes committed in Sri Lanka
may face further questioning by the CID based at the airport. This process can take a long
time as checks need to be made with the persons local police and there is no central police
database.

A @DFAT [HEEFEHHE AVUTF70 ) 2019611 5 4 H)

Low-profile former LTTE members

3.74 ‘Low-profile’ former LTTE members include former combatants, those employed in
administrative or other roles, and those who may have provided a high level of non-military
support to the LTTE during the war. DFAT assesses that, although the great majority of low-
profile former LTTE members have been released following their rehabilitation, any low-
profile former LTTE members who came to the attention of the Sri Lankan authorities,
particularly if suspected of having a combat function during the war, would likely be
detained and may be sent to the remaining rehabilitation centre. Following their release from
rehabilitation, a low-profile former LTTE member might be monitored but would generally
not be prosecuted.

Monitoring of former LTTE members

3.75 Some Tamils with imputed LTTE links (including those who fought for the LTTE or
were part of its civilian administration) continue to report police monitoring and harassment.
Multiple sources in the north told DFAT that former LTTE members, including those
considered low-profile, are monitored to guard against the LTTE’s re-emergence, although
monitoring today is less extensive and takes a more subtle form. A source that DFAT
considers credible claimed the extent of monitoring depends on one’s former seniority
within the LTTE; ongoing involvement with politically-sensitive issues, including protests
relating to disappeared persons; and links to the Tamil diaspora, particularly elements of the
diaspora considered radical by the Sri Lankan Government. Former LTTE members that fit
this profile are more likely to be monitored by the authorities. In contrast, those who
maintain a low-profile are considered less vulnerable to monitoring.

3.76  Some Tamils with imputed LTTE links (including those who fought for the LTTE or
were part of its civilian administration) continue to report police monitoring and harassment.
Multiple sources in the north told DFAT that former LTTE members, including those
considered low-profile, are monitored to guard against the LTTE’s re-emergence, although
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monitoring today is less extensive and takes a more subtle form. A source that DFAT
considers credible claimed the extent of monitoring depends on one’s former seniority
within the LTTE; ongoing involvement with politically-sensitive issues, including protests
relating to disappeared persons; and links to the Tamil diaspora, particularly elements of the
diaspora considered radical by the Sri Lankan Government. Former LTTE members that fit
this profile are more likely to be monitored by the authorities. In contrast, those who

maintain a low-profile are considered less vulnerable to monitoring.- -

(6) FTEANDZ I NV NEBIFK
7 @EEANFEZE Report of a Home Office fact-finding mission to Sri Lanka| v
(202041 H)

Tamil Diaspora groups are important within Sri Lanka in so much as they often send
remittances home, but they do not have a specific political platform or representatives within
the country. It is likely that some monitoring of political diaspora groups occurs outside of
Sri Lanka although this was likely to be of the more prominent members. Several sources
stated that they were aware of members of such diaspora groups returning to Sri Lanka and

facing no issues on return.

The Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE) are a proscribed group in Sri
Lanka due to their links with the LTTE and because they are seen as pursuing an independent
Tamil homeland. The TGTE advocate for a separate Tamil state but do not have widespread
support within Sri Lanka, as most Tamils have more pressing concerns such as housing,
employment, return of land and accessing information about relatives who disappeared
during the war. It’s possible that high profile members of the Tamil diaspora may face risk
on return although the Attorney General’s Department stated that they would only be at risk
if they had committed a crime within Sri Lanka and members of the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) stated that mere membership of a proscribed group would not be enough

to make a person of interest.

4 @DFAT HEEIFHHRE AUVF70) 2009411 A 4 H)

3.80 Some Tamil diaspora groups continue to hold public demonstrations in their
countries of residence for an independent Tamil state. High-profile leaders of pro-LTTE
diaspora groups, particularly diaspora groups banned under Sri Lankan law, may come to
the attention of Sri Lankan authorities because of their participation in such demonstrations.
The Sri Lankan Government continues to assess that elements of the Tamil diaspora remain

committed to a separate Tamil state.

4. VxF— DVBIUTF LD
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7 @DFAT HEEIFEHHE AVFH) (20019411 H 4 H)

3.120 The constitution guarantees that no citizen shall be discriminated against on the
grounds of sex. Sri Lanka is a party to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women DFAT Country Information Report Sri Lanka 45 (CEDAW)
and its Optional Protocol.- -

3.121 Sri Lanka has the best social indicators for women in South Asia, including low
rates of maternal mortality and high rates of educational attainment, although these have not
translated into greater political or economic participation. -

3.123 Violence against women is prevalent in Sri Lanka. Local sources told DFAT that
violence against women occurs throughout the country, across all ethnic groups and social
strata. Violence against women is most common in domestic settings. Recent survey data
by the UNFPA indicate that 28 per cent of women had experienced some form of physical
or sexual violence in their lifetime and 18 per cent had experienced intimate partner violence
within the last 12 months. According to Sri Lankan Government statistics from 2016, 17 per
cent of married women had experienced intimate-partner violence. Kilinochchi (Northern
Province) and Batticaloa (Eastern Province) had the highest rate of intimate-partner
violence (50 per cent). Among women who suffered intimate-partner violence, only 18 per
cent sought help from the police. The UNFPA, in February 2018, reported that more than
one-third of female homicides in Sri Lanka were related to intimate-partner violence.

3.137 Female-headed households are vulnerable to poverty, gender-based violence and

sexual exploitation, and face obstacles to accessing services and employment opportunities.

5. LGBT
(1) EHERRRA, BUFYRIC K 5Bk
7 @DFAT_HEEIEHRHE XVFH) (2019411 H4H)

3.146 Freedom of sexual orientation is not protected under the constitution and same-sex

intercourse is a criminal offence, even when consensual in nature.---

3.148 Sections 365 and 365 (a) of the Penal Code make it a criminal offence to engage,
respectively, in ‘carnal intercourse against the order of nature’ and ‘acts of gross indecency’.
These are commonly understood to apply to sexual acts between same-sex individuals and
can attract sentences of up to 10 years’ prison and a fine. Police have arrested individuals

under these sections but no prosecutions have occurred in recent times. According to local
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LGBTI sources, police use sections 365 and 365 (a) of the Penal Code or the Vagrants
Ordinance (which empowers authorities to detain people considered to be loitering in
public) to threaten, harass, extort money and sexual favours, and arbitrarily arrest and detain
LGBTI individuals. Transgender individuals, particularly individuals who are biologically
male but have transitioned to female, by virtue of being more visibly identifiable, are
considered particularly vulnerable. Equal Ground, in its 2017 mapping study, found that
46.7 per cent of LGBTI people experienced police harassment. LGBTI victims of abuse and
harassment, including by the police, are generally unwilling to file complaints due to safety
concerns and a reluctance to bring attention to their sexual orientation, meaning their
incidence goes largely unreported.

4 @XEEBE [JIERHHE 20184 - 2 F 0] (201943 H 13 B)

Acts of Violence, Discrimination, and Other Abuses Based on Sexual Orientation and
Gender Identity

The law criminalizes consensual same-sex sexual conduct between adults. Although
prosecutions were rare, human rights organizations reported police used the threat of arrest
to assault, harass, and sexually and monetarily extort LGBTI individuals. Those convicted
of engaging in same-sex sexual activity in private or in public face 10 years’ imprisonment.
Antidiscrimination laws do not prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation and
gender identity

7 @EENKE EREERCER —F RV S0 - BRIV =
F— e TAT T 4T 4 LFEH, F3.0k (2018410 A)

2.4.7 Although consensual same-sex sexual activity is criminalised in Sri Lanka, sources
report that cases are rarely prosecuted. No laws specifically criminalise transgender or
intersex people in Sri Lanka. However, there are reports of the police using other laws to
criminalise and harass LGBTI persons, particularly transgender women and men who have

sex with men involved in sex work (see Legal context and State attitudes and treatment).

2.4.8 Transgender women and women of lower economic status report that police have
sometimes used the Vagrants Ordinance of the Sri Lanka Penal Code (that prohibits loitering
in public) to detain them (see Legal rights and State attitudes and treatment — Arrests and
detention).

(2) HR2ITBIT TN
7 @DFAT HEEEHHE 2UFh) 2019411 B 4H)
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3.151 According to local sources, the LGBTI community faces threats, harassment and
forced heterosexual marriage from family and members of the community. Some middle
and upper class, educated and urban Sri Lankans are open about their sexuality within their
family and community circles; however, risks are higher for lesbian and bisexual rural
women due to more traditional familial expectations and values. DFAT considers reports of
violence in the home and public spaces to be credible, and many LGBTI individuals —
especially Muslims — hide their identity to avoid harassment. Local sources told DFAT that
some families pressure LGBTI individuals to seek treatment to ‘cure’ their homosexuality
at dedicated profit-making centres or through witchcraft.:--

3.152  According to local LGBTI sources, homosexual women face added difficulties in
being open about their sexuality. Sources told DFAT that being a woman in Sri Lanka, as a
patriarchal society, was challenging in itself, and the challenge of being a homosexual
woman was greater still. Homosexual women are reportedly pressured into heterosexual

marriage and face harassment in public, including on public transport.

4 @XEEBE [JIERHHE 20184 - 2V F 0] (201943 H 13 B)

Acts of Violence, Discrimination, and Other Abuses Based on Sexual Orientation and
Gender Identity

Transgender persons continued to face societal discrimination, including arbitrary

detention, mistreatment, and discrimination accessing employment, housing, and health

care.

v @KENBE ERBEEECE#R/ —t AV I VN IERBITY =
F— - TATT 47 4 LRH, 3.0/ (20184 10 A)

2.4.14 LGBTI persons frequently face discrimination in accessing employment, housing
and health services. Sexual harassment at work and hate speech and vilification of LGBTI
communities by media and public officials is reported to be common (see Access to services

and Public statements by government officials).

2.4.15 There are also reports that some LGBTI persons experience sexual, emotional and

physical violence, particularly in the home environment but also in public spaces. The level

of harassment may differ from urban to rural areas (see Societal attitudes and treatment ).

1
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2.33  Crime rates across Sri Lanka vary but are highest in Colombo District. The incidence
of homicide has fallen sharply in recent years and is now comparable with other South Asian
countries. UNODC estimated a murder rate of 2.9 per 100,000 in 2013. DFAT is aware of
increased reports of gender-based violence in the north and east in recent years (see

Conditions for women in the north and east).

2.34  Elections have historically been volatile periods in Sri Lanka. Violent incidents
spiked in the weeks preceding the 2015 parliamentary elections, but reports of political
violence have declined since the 2015 election. Independent election monitors recorded
fewer violent incidents in the February 2018 local government elections, compared to

previous elections.

4.3 ---In May 2016, police arrested former Senior Deputy Inspector-General of Police,
Anura Senanayake, and Inspector Sumith Perera for allegedly concealing evidence relating
to the 2010 murder of rugby player Wasim Thajudeen, which some observers suspect was
ordered by members of Mahinda Rajapaksa’s Government. In 2017, Senanayake and Perera
were granted bail. In October 2016, a magistrate court ruled that the 2013 killing of three

protesters demanding clean drinking water in Rathupaswala (Western Province) was a
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crime. Three army personnel were remanded in custody in connection to this incident. In
December 2016, the courts acquitted five of the six persons (including three former naval
officers) accused of the 2006 killing of TNA parliamentarian and human rights advocate
Nadaraja Raviraj.

44 In 2015, five police officers, including a Deputy Inspector General, Vaas
Gunawardena, were charged with the 2013 murder of a wealthy businessman in Gampaha
District (Western Province). The murder was allegedly carried out on the orders of a rival
businessman. In January 2019, two businessmen, Manjula Asela and Rasheen Chinthaka,
were reportedly abducted and killed by local police in Galle (Southern Province). Four
police officers, including the officer-in-charge of the Southern Province Special
Investigations Unit, were arrested in relation to the matter. A motive for the killings is not
known. Investigations were ongoing at the time of publication.

(2) IBRUBICEDPROBMIKEEY
7 @XEEBE [FERIHE 20184 - XU F 0] (201943 H 13 H)

ROLE OF THE POLICE AND SECURITY APPARATUS

In March widespread anti-Muslim violence erupted in the central Buddhist region of
Kandy District, resulting in hundreds of Muslim homes, business, and mosques being
destroyed or damaged, in addition to the deaths of four individuals and the injury of 28
others. Observers and victims of the violence reported some members of the police and

Special Task Force either took no action to quell the violence or actively participated.

A4 TRV DEAEKXMEE (AU F o HES 20184 10 A) | (20184 11 A
19 H)

(7) AAVA A > 3—DiEH

9 H, ¥¥ 73N CIEEh 2 BB L TV D I05RMHME AAVA o2 TG
R 54 D ks 2 il 9 2 R A A& 320, £ 300 44 OEENELE S, 3 4
Zdtd, (10 BT AV —=2—2A#k)

7. %, EHEE CGEEZREKRD)
7 @CIA_[World Factbook -Sri Lanka| (202042 B 17 HE &)

Military service age and obligation:

18-22 years of age for voluntary military service; no conscription (2019)
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7 @XEEBEE [NHERHE 20184 - 2 U 4] (201943 H 13 H)

C. TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN, OR DEGRADING TREATMENT
OR PUNISHMENT

---Police reportedly tortured and sexually abused citizens, often to extract confessions for

alleged crimes. The Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) allows courts to admit as evidence
any statements made by the accused at any time and provides no exception for confessions
extracted by torture. In February 2017 the government announced it suspended making
arrests under the PTA due to widespread concerns about several of its provisions; however,
the government made at least four arrests under the PTA during the year. An estimated 70
to 130 individuals remained in detention from prior PTA arrests.

9. EEBIUHLEHEKIC L2 NERE HHEHEORILET)
7 @FEENEE _[Report of a Home Office fact-finding mission to Sri Lanka| v
(202041 A)

So-called ‘White Van’ abductions have not occurred in recent years, and whilst beatings
and mistreatment is alleged to occur in police detention contacts felt that this is not to the
same brutality as the past. Where someone is arrested under the Prevention of Terrorism Act
(PTA) the authorities are required to notify the Human Rights Commission. The families of
those arrested should be issued with an arrest receipt stating the reason for arrest and the

details of the officer and police station.

4 @DFAT HEEIFHHRE AVF70) 2009411 A 4 H)

4.8 Systematic abductions using white vans, often leading to enforced disappearances,
occurred during the war and in the period after. The term ‘white van abductions’ describes
instances where individuals were abducted by unknown perpetrators in unmarked vehicles
and were mostly never seen again. DFAT assesses that reports of a small number of
abductions involving white vans in 2016 and 2017 likely referred to incidents where police
did not follow protocol during arrest. DFAT understands that such disappearances are no

longer common.

v @XEEEE [JERNEHE 20184 - AU T 4] (20194E3 A 13 H)

C.TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN, OR DEGRADING TREATMENT
OR PUNISHMENT

The Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka (HRCSL) reported that torture committed
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10.

by police forces was routine and continued throughout the country, and that it received 193
allegations of physical and mental torture by state actors as of June. It stated that many
reports of torture referred to police officers allegedly “roughing up” suspects to extract a
confession or otherwise elicit evidence to use against the accused.

Interviews by human rights organizations found that torture by police remained endemic
throughout the country. As in previous years, suspects arrested under the PTA since the civil
war ended in 2009 gave accounts of torture and mistreatment, forced confessions, and denial
of basic rights such as access to lawyers or family members. Some released former
combatants reported torture or mistreatment, including sexual abuse by state officials while
in rehabilitation centers and after their release. Excessive use of force against civilians by
police and security officials also remained a concern.

There were also reports of sexual abuse committed by government and security sector
officials against wives who came forward seeking information about their missing husbands
or against war widows who attempted to claim government benefits based on their deceased
husbands’ military service.

Prison and Detention Center Conditions

Prison conditions were poor due to old infrastructure, overcrowding, and a shortage of
sanitary facilities.

#HHEDHH
7 @DFAT HEEEHFSE RXVUF4] (2019411 A 4 H)

3.112 The constitution guarantees freedom of speech and expression. Sri Lanka ranked
126th out of 180 countries in Reporters Without Borders’ Press Freedom Index for 2019,
up five places from a year earlier. In 2015, Sri Lanka ranked 165th. Formal censorship of
national security and defence reporting was relaxed after the end of the war. Internet
freedom has improved with the removal of blocks on many websites, although in
November 2017 the Telecommunications Regulatory Authority restricted access to a
diaspora website critical of President Sirisena (the website remained blocked throughout
2018). There are unverified reports that other websites have also been blocked. Social
media platforms Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram and Viber were temporarily suspended
across Sri Lanka immediately following the Easter Sunday attacks in April 2019, and
again in May, during associated inter-communal unrest, to prevent the spread of
misinformation. Some social media platforms were likewise temporarily blocked or
limited following communal unrest in March 2018, to restrict the spread of hate speech
(see Muslims). On 6 June 2019, cabinet approved a proposal to criminalise fake news
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dissemination that hinders communal harmony or state security.

3.113 Since the change of government in 2015, internet bloggers have operated freely in
Sri Lanka. Bloggers, particularly those engaged on sensitive issues associated with the
war, may be monitored by the authorities, but are not the subject of physical violence.
DFAT is not aware of recent instances of bloggers who are critical of the government or
the military being targeted because of their views.

3.114 DFAT understands some journalists faced threats and intimidation by Rajapaksa-
aligned elements in 2018---

3.115 On 1 April 2019, a local writer and poet, Shakthika Sathkumara, was charged under
the Penal Code and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights Act (2007)
for inciting racial hatred. The arrest followed the publication by Sathkumara of a short
story on homosexuality and child abuse at a Buddhist temple.- -

4 @XEEBE [JIERHHE 20184 - 2V F 0] (201943 H 13 B)

Press and Media Freedom: Independent media were active and expressed a wide variety of

views. Journalists in the Tamil-majority north, however, reported harassment, intimidation,
and interference from the security sector when reporting on sensitive issues related to the
civil war or its aftermath. They reported the military contacted them to request copies of
photographs, lists of attendees at events, and names of sources from articles. They also
reported the military directly requested that journalists refrain from reporting on sensitive
events, such as Tamil war memorials or land occupation protests, and that they feared

repercussions if they did not cooperate.

In October, after former President Mahinda Rajapaksa was appointed prime minister in a
move challenged in court as unconstitutional, some of Rajapaksa’s supporters took control
of state media outlets. The International Federation of Journalists reported serious concern
about harassment of journalists at state media institutions, and in some cases mobs loyal to
Rajapaksa entered facilities and threatened employees and forced them to leave the
premises. In another case the bodyguard of a minister loyal to ousted Prime Minister Ranil

Wickremesinghe opened fire into a crowd of protesters outside a state media outlet, killing

a Rajapaksa supporter.

7 @EENKE ERBERUER —b RVFUH Py —F VR -l
EEfR#E - AMETEENZE., & 3.0 ilt) refworld (20174E7 A)

2.2.4 The law allows for freedom of speech, expression, association and peaceful

assembly and these are generally respected under the current government. However, these
legal rights are in some respects limited by other laws and regulations in place, such as the

1979 Prevention of Terrorism Act, which contains broad restrictions, such as a prohibition
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11.

on bringing the government into contempt (see Legal rights).

2.2.5 The level of censorship has relaxed since the end of the conflict in 2009. Journalists
are free to criticise the government, although some believe they continue to be monitored
by the authorities and/or practice self-censorship. The number of verbal and physical attacks
on journalists is reported to have significantly reduced although a few isolated incidents
continue to be reported. The current government has pledged to investigate journalists killed
or disappeared during the conflict (see Censorship and Journalists).

2.2.6  Furthermore, under the Sirisena government, internet freedom has significantly
improved and there are no reports of the authorities monitoring online activity (see Internet
access, content and blocking). Therefore a person is unlikely to be at risk from speaking
freely online.

2.2.7 Members of the media, human rights activists and civil society are able to operate
freely but there have been some reports of harassment and monitoring by security forces
against those participating in protests or demonstrations, particularly student or civil society
activists (see Civil society/human rights activists).

EHOHHA

(1) =#ED B HIZET DIEH ER RS K O HIC X 2 Bk

7 @DFAT HEHEE#HRHFE XV T4 (2019411 A 4 H)

3.22 The constitution provides for freedom of religion, including the freedom to change
religion. The constitution also provides for freedom of public and private worship. However,
Article 9 of the Constitution grants Buddhism a ‘foremost place’ and obligates the state to
‘protect and foster’ Buddhism while protecting the rights of religious minorities. In 2003,
the Supreme Court ruled that the state was constitutionally required to protect only
Buddhism. The constitutional reform process has included discussion on amending Article
9, although DFAT assesses that any attempt to remove Buddhism’s special constitutional
status would be politically controversial, meet significant pushback from the Sinhalese
community and likely fail. Acts intended to insult religion are punishable by a fine and/or a
maximum of one-year imprisonment. This is applicable to all religions, not just Buddhism.
Attacking places of worship or religious objects is punishable with a fine and/or a maximum

of two years’ imprisonment. Similarly, this applies to all religions.

3.24 The former Rajapaksa Government sanctioned religious discrimination, including by
supporting the extremist Buddhist group Bodu Bala Sena (BBS, Buddhist Power Force in
English), and has continued to do so in opposition. In 2013, then-Defence Secretary
Gotabaya Rajapaksa was the keynote speaker at the inauguration of a BBS academy in
Galle. Incidents targeting religious minorities were reported throughout 2018 and 2019.---
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2.2.3 There are some restrictions on freedom of belief and incidents of discrimination and

harassment against religious minorities. However, religious minorities participate in
political life and are represented in Government (see State treatment).

2.2.4 Incidents of intimidation and violence against religious minorities by state officials
do occur, although are rare (see Overview of recent incidents against religious minorities
and State treatment).
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In the aftermath of the Easter Sunday bombings, anti-Muslim mobs killed one person

and caused extensive damage to homes and businesses. About 1,100 Muslim refugees and
asylum seekers, including members of the persecuted Ahmadiyya religious community from
Pakistan, were subjected to harassment and threats, forcing them to take shelter in crowded

and unsanitary temporary refuges.

In May, President Sirisena pardoned Gnanasara Thero, a prominent monk and leader of a

militant anti-Muslim organization, who was serving a jail sentence for contempt of court.

7 @DFAT HEFEFE#HHE AVUTFH) (20019411 8 4H)
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Easter Sunday terrorist attacks and aftermath of anti-Muslim violence

3.31 Anti-Muslim sentiment in Sri Lanka has increased following the 2019 Easter Sunday
terrorist attacks. DFAT is aware of reports of Muslims being subjected to discrimination
on the basis of their religion since 21 April 2019, including within the context of
Emergency Regulations promulgated following the attacks. Under these regulations,
clothing that covered the face and prevented identification was banned in public places.
While it did not refer explicitly to Muslim female garb such as the burqa and nigab (which
cover the face), the ban was interpreted as a clear reference to this type of dress.
Following reports that some shops, hospitals, courts and universities were banning
women wearing the hijab from entering their premises, on 13 May the government issued
a gazette clarifying that the ban did not extend to the hijab (which does not obscure the
face). The Emergency Regulations lapsed on 22 August 2019. Though there are no longer
legal restrictions on face coverings, there have been reports of women wearing the nigab
continuing to be detained by the authorities.

3.32  Local sources told DFAT that, since the attacks, Muslim shop owners, stallholders,
mobile vendors and daily labourers in the Eastern Province have been obstructed from
carrying out their daily business, leaflets have been distributed promoting boycotts of
Muslim businesses, and some Muslims have been denied access to shops and transport.
DFAT has also heard anecdotally that some Muslim men in the north and east have been
refused night travel passes, which has prevented them from fishing. On 24 May, Dr.
Mohamed Shafi, a Muslim doctor in Kurunegala (North Western Province), was detained
on allegations he sterilised thousands of Sinhalese women without their consent. The
arrest followed a front-page story in a nationalist newspaper claiming an unidentified
doctor had sterilised 4,000 women after performing caesarian sections. Dr Shafi was

released on bail on 25 July after police found no substantial evidence against him.

3.35 The Muslim community has been the subject of reprisal attacks, including physical
assault and property damage, since 21 April 2019. Known reprisals have occurred in the
Western (Negombo, Gampaha, Kalutara), North Western (Puttalam, Chilaw, Kurunegala)
and Northern (Mannar) provinces. In the most serious incident, on 12-13 May, scores of
Muslim-owned businesses, mosques, houses and vehicles were targeted by Sinhalese
mobs in several towns and cities across North Western Province, including Chilaw,
Puttalam and Kurunegala. Many properties were torched and destroyed or badly damaged
(450 in Kurunegala District alone, according to local contacts). One Muslim businessman
was killed. The government declared a countrywide curfew and blocked social media in
response to the unrest, to prevent the circulation of videos and posts inciting violence
against Muslims. More than 100 people were arrested in connection with the violence,
including high-profile Sinhalese Buddhist nationalist Amith Weerasinghe. -
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. @HRW ISri Lanka: Muslims Face Threats, Attacks - Authorities Should Act
Against Incitement by Buddhist Nationalists | (201947 H 3 H)

Since the Easter Sunday bombings in April 2019 that killed over 250 people, which was
claimed by Islamist militants, Sri Lankan Muslims have faced an upsurge in violations of
their basic rights and assaults and other abuses from Buddhist nationalists. Sri Lankan
officials and politicians should stop endorsing, ignoring, or exploiting hate speech and mob
violence directed at Muslims by members of the Buddhist clergy and other powerful figures.

Since the bombings, the authorities have arbitrarily arrested and detained hundreds of
people under counterterrorism and emergency laws. According to lawyers and activists, the
vast majority of arrests are under the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA), a long-abused law
that the government pledged to the United Nations Human Rights Council to repeal.
Lawyers said their clients had often been arrested without any credible evidence of terrorist

involvement, for reasons including having the Quran or other Arabic literature in their

possession during searches.
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2.2.7 Most violence against religious minorities is perpetrated by hardline Sinhalese

Buddhist nationalist groups, but they represent a minority of Buddhists and in general there
is peaceful coexistence between religions. Large-scale violence occasionally flares up, most
recently in March 2018. However, this was the first such reported incident targeting a
religious group since the Aluthgama riots of June 2014, when groups apparently inspired by
Bodu Bala Sena, a Sinhalese Buddhist nationalist group, attacked Muslim homes and

properties, killing four and injuring 80 people (see Non-state and societal treatment).

7.2.3 The MRGI report commented that Muslims

‘...continue to face a climate of fear and hostility that is actively orchestrated by Buddhist
nationalist outfits, including more recent movements such as Sinha Le which was very
active during the early months of 2016. The incidents illustrate the daily reality of
propaganda targeting the Muslim community as a whole, as well as frequent hate speech,
threats, and intimidation. ..

‘Since 2012, Buddhist nationalists have become increasingly active in their dissemination
of anti-Muslim propaganda through a range of public platforms, including social media.
This wave of Buddhist nationalism was impelled by groups such as the BBS, Sinhala

Ravaya, Ravana Balaya and others.” 55
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7.4.3 This incident was also described by the UN Special Rapporteur on minority issues,
in a report dated January 2017:

‘Many expressed grave concern about Sinhala-Buddhist nationalism and extremism, which
gained particular force under the previous Government. Groups such as the Bodu Bala Sena
(Buddhist Power Force) incited violence and hatred against religious and other minorities
while proclaiming the racial superiority of Sinhala Buddhists...The most notable of such
incidents [of violence] was the Aluthgama riots in June 2014 when mobs were said to have
been mobilized by the Bodu Bala Sena to attack Muslim homes and properties following a
minor traffic incident, leaving 4 Muslims dead and 80 injured. For more than six days, more
than 6,000 people were reportedly trapped and left to starve in mosques.’69

7.4.7 In early March 2018, there was a large-scale outbreak of violence against Muslim
communities in Kandy district75. See: Incidents against Muslims
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Christians

3.43 The National Christian Evangelical Alliance of Sri Lanka (NCEASL) documented
88 incidents of violence and intimidation against Christians in 2018, 19 of which involved
acts of violence. The NCEASL documented 96 such incidents in 2017, 90 in 2016 and 89
in 2015. These primarily involved intimidation, including physical and verbal threats
against pastors and their congregations and disruption of worship services, demands for
closure of churches and legal challenges. In some cases, local officials requested
evangelical Christian churches register as places of worship, although no law or
regulation requires registration. Buddhists were the perpetrators of most of the reported
incidents, followed by Hindus and, to a lesser extent, Catholics against other Christian
denominations. Prior to 2019, there were no reported incidents of violence or visible
hostility against Christians perpetrated by Muslims. DFAT is aware of reports of Hindu
and Buddhist mobs preventing Christians from burying their dead in public cemeteries in

the North Central and Eastern provinces in recent years.
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2.2.6  There is some societal discrimination and harassment, particularly against
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Evangelical Christians, but there are very few such incidents (see Non-state and societal

treatment).

7.4.1 Freedom House stated that religious minorities face ‘occasional violence’ and that:
‘Tensions between the Buddhist majority and the Christian and Muslim minorities—
particularly evangelical Christian groups, which are accused of forced conversions—
sporadically flare into attacks by Buddhist extremists.’66 The Amnesty International
2016/17 report stated: ‘Christians and Muslims reported incidents of...physical violence by

members of the public and supporters of hardline Sinhala Buddhist political groups.’67
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2.3.3 Although the state appears able to offer protection and there is evidence that in some

cases the police have responded to the mistreatment of religious minorities, such as by
arresting Buddhist militants for threatening violence against Muslims, there is also evidence
of police and judicial inaction and a failure to properly investigate abuses against, and
deliver justice for, religious minorities (see Protection).

8.1.3 The BBC reported that, on 6 March 2018, the government imposed a state of
emergency in response to an outbreak of violence against Muslim communities (the first
state of emergency for seven years, before which the country was under the measure for
almost 30 years because of the war with the LTTE). The police arrested almost 300 people,
including a hardline Buddhist organisation leader, and deployed hundreds of troops to

Kandy. The government lifted the state of emergency and the ban on social media websites
on 18 March81 .

8.2 Police and judicial inaction

8.2.1 The Amnesty International 2016/17 report noted: ‘Police failed to take action against

attackers or in some cases blamed religious minorities for inciting opponents.’82

8.2.2 The USSD 2016 international religious freedom report stated: ‘According to the
National Christian Evangelical Alliance of Sri Lanka, in multiple instances police reportedly
failed to respond to, or were reluctant to arrest or pursue, criminal cases against individuals
instigating attacks on religious minority sites. Legal experts with experience representing
minorities with discrimination claims also noted the prosecution of perpetrators was rare.’
83
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3.5 Tamils are the second largest ethnic group in Sri Lanka (15.3 per cent of the
population). According to the most recent census, the Tamil population was 3.1 million
in 2012, compared to 2.7 million in 1981. Tamils live throughout Sri Lanka but are
concentrated in the Northern and Eastern provinces; according to the 2012 census, Tamils
comprise 93.8 per cent of the population in the Northern Province and 39.2 per cent of
the population in the Eastern Province. Tamils account for 6.8 per cent of the population
in the Western Province. Tamils of Indian origin have a large presence in the Central,
Sabaragamuwa and Uva provinces.

3.6 Tamils have a substantial level of political influence, and their inclusion in political
dialogue has increased since the change of government in 2015. Tamil political parties
are numerous, with the largest coalition of parties operating under the umbrella of the
TNA. The TMVP and the EPDP are also active politically. The TNA’s vote share dropped
with a noticeable swing towards more hardline Tamil groups in the last local government
elections (February 2018). Tamils faced less harassment during the 2015 presidential and
parliamentary elections than in the 2010 elections.DFAT understands Tamils do not
receive unwarranted attention from authorities because of their political involvement,
including with the TNA. DFAT assesses there are no barriers to Tamil political
participation.

3.7 Some members of the Tamil community report discrimination in employment,
particularly in relation to government jobs. Even the Tamil-dominated north and east have
relatively few Tamil public servants. Despite government incentives, the number of
Tamil-speaking police officers and military personnel in the north and east remains small,

and monolingual Tamil speakers can have difficulty communicating with authorities.
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Exit and Entry Procedures

5.31 The constitution entitles any Sri Lankan citizen ‘the freedom to return to Sri Lanka’.
The Immigrants and Emigrants Act (1948) (the I&E Act) governs exit and entry from Sri
Lanka. Sections 34 and 35 (a) of the I&E Act make it an offence, respectively, to depart Sri
Lanka other than via an approved port of departure, such as a seaport or airport, and without

a valid passport. Penalties for leaving Sri Lanka illegally can include imprisonment of up to
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five years and a fine." -

5.33  For returnees travelling on temporary travel documents, police undertake an
investigative process to confirm identity. This would identify someone trying to conceal a
criminal or terrorist background, or trying to avoid court orders or arrest warrants. This often
involves interviewing the returning passenger, contacting police in their claimed hometown,
contacting claimed neighbours and family, and checking criminal and court records. All
returnees are subject to these standard procedures, regardless of ethnicity and religion.
DFAT understands detainees are not subject to mistreatment during processing at the airport.

Offences under the Immigrants and Emigrants Act (I&E Act)

5.34 Most Sri Lankan returnees, including those from Australia, are questioned (usually
at the airport) upon return and, where an illegal departure from Sri Lanka is suspected, they
can be charged under the I&E Act. DFAT understands the Police Airport Criminal
Investigations Unit at Bandaranaike International Airport makes most arrests. In the process,
police will take photographs, fingerprints and statements from returnees, and further enquire
about activities while abroad if returnees are suspected to be former LTTE members. At the
carliest available opportunity after investigations are completed, police transport individuals
charged with departing Sri Lanka illegally to the closest Magistrate’s Court, after which
custody and responsibility for the individual shifts to the courts or prison services.

5.39 DFAT assesses that the Sri Lankan authorities differentiate between fare-paying
passengers and the facilitators or organisers of irregular migration. The authorities are more
likely to pursue those suspected of being facilitators or organisers of people smuggling
ventures (generally those individuals who arranged the finances for a people smuggling
venture and recruited the crew, and the crew themselves) than fare-paying passengers.
Unlike facilitators or organisers, fare-paying passengers are usually released on bail and

generally receive only a fine for breaking the I&E Act.

A4 (FEH) FEEEFZFHEPT [GJ and Others (post-civil war: returnees) Sri Lanka
CG [2013] UKUT 00319 (IAC)| refworld (201347 H 3 H)

(6) There are no detention facilities at the airport. Only those whose names appear on a stop
list will be detained from the airport. Any risk for those in whom the Sri Lankan authorities
are or become interested exists not at the airport, but after arrival in their home area, where
their arrival will be verified by the CID or police within a few days , see paragraph 356 (6).

(d) A person whose name appears on a computerised —stop list accessible at the airport,

comprising a list of those against whom there is an extant court order or arrest warrant.

Individuals whose name appears on a stop list will be stopped at the airport and handed over
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to the appropriate Sri Lankan authorities, in pursuance of such order or warrant, see
paragraph 356- 7(d).

(9) The authorities maintain a computerised intelligence-led watch list. A person whose
name appears on a watch list is not reasonably likely to be detained at the airport but will
be monitored by the security services after his or her return. If that monitoring does not
indicate that such a person is a Tamil activist working to destabilise the unitary Sri Lankan

state or revive the internal armed conflict, the individual in question is not, in general, reaso
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