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Military and security forces:

Uganda People's Defense Force (UPDF): Land Forces, Air Forces, Marine Forces, Special

Operations Command, Reserve Force (2019)

Military and security service personnel strengths:

size estimates for the Uganda People's Defense Force (UPDF) vary; approximately 50,000



https://www.state.gov/reports/2018-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/uganda/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/ug.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#331
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#410
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troops, including about 1,000 air and marine personnel (2019 est.)

Military service age and obligation:

18-25 years of age for voluntary military duty (must be single, no children); 9-year service
obligation (2019)
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The Ugandan branch of the consulting firm Exquisite Solution publishes the presentation
of Major Felix Kuraigye, spokesman for the UPDF entitled “Working with the
Forces; Graduate Opportunities that Exist within the UPDF ".

The process of recruiting and the basic training of the recruits is described here. After

several months of basic military training, the recruits would attain the rank of private:

“General Recruitment / Basic Training

The lowest level of recruitment is called the general recruitment. Recruits undergo a

course known as basic military training which usually lasts 09 (nine) months.

The graduates of this course are passed out at the rank of Private (Pte). These serve as
soldiers in various command and staff responsibilities. The minimum education
qualification here is 'O' level. Recruits must be Ugandans, between the age of 18 and 26,
must be of good character-recommended by local authorities and must undergo physical
and medical examination. " (Kuraigye, June 2, 2007, p.3)
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1. Please provide information on the Uganda Peoples Defence Force (Ugandan
Army)/Intelligence Agencies and a branch of the Army called Chieftaincy Military
Intelligence, especially its history, structure, key officers.

The Uganda Peoples Defence Force UPDF is headed by General Y Museveni and the
Commander of the Defence Force is General Aronda Nyakairima; the Deputy Chief of the
Defence Forces is Lt General Ivan Koreta and the Joint Chief of staff Brigadier Robert
Rusoke. (About the Uganda Peoples Defence Force’ undated, The Republic of Uganda
Ministry of Defence Official Website,
http://www.defenceuganda.mil.ug/about updf.php?status=true- Accessed 27 October 2008
— Attachment 1)



https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#333
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/1221868.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/1221868.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/1068894/2016_1297955689_uga33919.pdf
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In addition to information found in UGA33231.E of 30 November 1999, the Immigration
and Nationality Directorate states that although there is no military conscription in Uganda,
"there have been several reports from concerned parents of forced recruitment” (Oct. 2000).

Forced recruitment is allegedly done both by government forces and rebel forces (GINIE
n.d.; HRW Apr. 1999; DPA 4 Sept. 1999; UN 29 July 1999).---
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5.79 In an effort to tackle corruption and inefficiency in the army the Government raised
the pay of soldiers by 5% - to discourage pilfering. The UPDF established a special pay
unit to curb fraud and corrupt practices, and will be in charge of procurement of goods
and supplies. President Museveni estimated that US $4.8 million was lost annually

through fraud in salaries and food supplies by one division alone.
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Desertion And Absence Without Leave
(1) A person subject to military law, who deserts the Defence Forces, commits an
offence and its, on conviction —
(a) if the desertion endangers life or leads to loss of life;
(b) if he or she deserts with arms or ammunition or other war materials; or
(c) if he or she deserts and joins the enemy,

liable to suffer death or, in any other case, liable to life imprisonment.

(2) For the purposes of this section, a person deserts who -

(a) being on or having been warned for active service, is absent without authority with
the intention of avoiding that service;

(b) deserts from the Defence Forces and joins, reports to or otherwise assists the enemy;

(c) having been warned that his or her vessel or aircraft is under sailing or flight orders,
is absent without authority, with the intention of missing that vessel or aircraft;

(d) absents himself or herself without authority from his or her unit or formation or from
the place where his or her duty requires him or her to be, with the intention of not
returning to that unit, formation or place;

(e) while absent with authority from his or her unit or formation or the place where his or
her duty requires him or her to be, with the intention of not returning to that unit,
formation or place, does any act or omits to do anything, the natural or probable



https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/1174483.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/1174483.html
https://tribunalsdecisions.service.gov.uk/utiac/2004-ukiat-339
https://www.ulrc.go.ug/system/files_force/ulrc_resources/u.p.d.f-act-2005.pdf?download=1
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consequence of what act or omission is to preclude his or her return to that unit,
formation or place at the time required.

(3) A person who has been absent without authority for a continuous period of twenty-one
days or more, shall, for the purposes of this Act, unless the contrary is proved, be
presumed to have deserted.
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On June 28, 2005, The Monitor wrote that the Uganda People's Defense Forces (UPDF)
Disciplinary Committee in Kasese had sentenced five soldiers to imprisonment after they
were found guilty of theft and desertion. The names of the soldiers affected are Martin
Masika, Wilson Masereka, Joseph Kilyopa, Simon Lokomo and Sulaiman Sekisambo. All

of them were private of the 69th Battalion in Kasese:

"The Unit Disciplinary Committe of the Uganda People's Defense Forces (UPDF)in
Kasese has sentenced five soldiers to custodial sentences after they were convicted of
theft and desertion. They are Martin Masika, Wilson Masereka, Joseph Kilyopa, Simon
Lokomo and Sulaiman Sekisambo all at the rank of Private attached to the 69 Battalion
in Kasese. The UPDF Second Division spokesman, Lt Chris Magezi, told journalist
recently that the soldiers were tried on June 22. He said Masika was sentenced to two
years for desertion, Masereka to three years for desertion and theft, Kilyopa to two years
for desertion, Lokomo and Sekisambo to two years for absentee without official
leave. Magezi said they all pleaded guilty to the charges before they were convicted and
sentenced. He said they would be dismissed from the army after serving the sentences.
" (The Monitor, June 28, 2005)

On July 23, 2005, The Monitor reported that the military tribunal, chaired by Kaptain
Mugenyi, had sentenced nine soldiers to up to seven years in prison for various offenses,
including desertion:

“THE Court Martial chaired by Capt. Hudson Mugenyi has sentenced nine soldiers
including Lt. John Etobait up to seven years in prison for various offenses including
desertion. The court sat on July 13 and on July 20 in Kasese and Mbarara districts
respectively. " (The Monitor, July 23, 2005)

On May 2, 2005, The Monitor published the news that 86 recruits from a Local Defense
Unit (LDU) ran away with the weapons they had just received after completing a three-

month basic military training course:

"Eighty-six Local Defense Unit (LDU) recruits have run off with guns days after being



https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/1221868.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/1221868.html
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there were many:

November 1, 2004, see: New Vision, October 30, 2004)

armed by the army. The trainees were part of 872 LDUs who had just completed a three-
month basic military course at Lugore UPDF Infantry training school in Aswa County,
north of Gulu town. They had been moved to Yumbe District awaiting official pass out,
when they ran away. " (The Monitor, May 2, 2005)

According to The Monitor on January 6, 2005, the Kampala company Access Financial
Services (AFS) was prevented from granting loans to soldiers after it was discovered that it
had charged interest of up to 54%. According to reports, some soldiers from the army
deserted because they were no longer able to pay their loans:

“Recently, a Kampala firm, Access Financial Services (AFS) was stopped by the Army
Commander, Lt. Gene. Aronda Nyakairima from giving loans to soldiers after it was
discovered the company was charging them up to 54% interest rate, 30% well above the
common commercial interests. Some soldiers reportedly deserted the force after failing
to pay the loans. " (The Monitor, January 6, 2005)

On November 1, 2004, The Monitor reported that some UPDF soldiers had been arrested
for neglecting their duties. According to an army spokesman for the Northern Region, most
of the soldiers arrested had left their official posts and spent time with women in the

city. The army spokesman did not mention the number of soldiers arrested, but noted that

"A number of UPDF soldiers have been rounded up for neglecting their duty, the
northern region Army Spokesman, Lt. Paddy Ankunda said recently. "Most of the
arrested soldiers were reported to have deserted their official work stations and shifted to
stay with women around town," he said.

Ankunda declined to disclose the number of the arrested soldiers, but simply said they

were many. He said such operations were mostly for idle soldiers. " (The Monitor,

On November 12, 2004, The Monitor reported that the UPDF fired more than 30 soldiers
after being found guilty of desertion by a military tribunal:

“The UPDF has dismissed more than 30 soldiers after a Field Court Martial found them
guilty of desertion. The Mbarara 2nd Division Publicist, 2ndLt. Chris Magezi, told The
Monitor recently that the convicts were tried on November 1 in a Court Martial chaired
by the Division Operations Officer, Maj. Chris Ogwal, at Mbarara. " (The Monitor,
November 12, 2004)

The Ugandan newspaper New Vision also wrote on November 6, 2004 that the military
tribunal of the 2nd Division of the UDPF dishonorably dismissed 33 soldiers after they were
found guilty of desertion:

“THE UPDF Second Division Court Martial has dismissed 33 soldiers with disgrace
after finding them guilty of deserting the forces. The court, sitting at the division's
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headquarters at Makenke in Mbarara, heard on Tuesday that the 33 soldiers deserted their

units and went into hiding.

Prosecution said some of the convicted soldiers deserted operations against Joseph
Kony's Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) in Gulu, Pader and Kitgum districts. They pleaded
guilty to the charges. " (New Vision, November 6, 2004)

In an article dated March 24, 2004, New Vision reported that the UPDF had ordered the
immediate arrest of all deserters in the Rwenzori region. David Kabangira, the commander
of the Rwenzori Mountains Alpine Brigade, said that this measure should help to contain
robberies, some of which were related to the deserters:

"THE UPDF has ordered the immediate arrest of all deserters in the Rwenzori region
reports John Thawite. The commander of the Rwenzori Mountains Alpine Brigade, Lt
Col David Kabangira, was recently speaking after a Kasese district security meeting at
Boma Ground. "We have authorized all the Gombolola internal security officers and local

leaders to help us implement this," he said. Kabangira said the move was to curb robberies
partly linked to the deserters. " (New Vision, March 24, 2004)

7 @itEHE [UGANDA: New disarmament effort seeks community involvement| The
New Humanitarian ([H IRIN ==—2X) (201248 H1H)

The Ugandan government is making a fresh attempt to rid the northern region of illegally
held arms, after an ultimatum to surrender such weapons was widely ignored earlier in 2012.
The army is switching to a "village-friendly" approach in its disarmament efforts: it wants
to work with the community, raising awareness of the dangers of firearms and encouraging

them to hand over weapons of their own volition.

The presumed sources of weapons in the region include former members of the rebel
Lord’s Resistance Army who bypassed disarmament procedures, local militia groups armed
by the UPDEF, and UPDF deserters.

SEBAHRLT a B D R L R E DR
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On June 13, the UPDF arrested former IGP Kayihura, detained him at Makindye Military
Barracks, and said it was questioning him on a matter it could not divulge Local media
reported that the UPDF held Kayihura on suspicion that he spied for a foreign country and
that he was involved in the 2017 killing of Assistant IGP Andrew Felix Kaweesi. Through

his lawyers, Kayihura said ISO had forged evidence to link him to Kaweesi’s killing. The
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government permitted UHRC, a government human rights agency, to visit Kayihura. On
August 24, the UPDF charged Kayihura with failure to control war materials, and aiding
and abetting kidnap from Uganda. The UPDF on August 28 released Kayihura on bail and

his trial continued at year’s end.
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