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The human rights situation in Burundi is classified as tense or worrying. Serious human
rights violations by security forces including arbitrary arrests, attacks, torture and rape have
occurred since 2015 and continue to occur with impunity. The rights of freedom of
expression, association and assembly of NGOs and human rights organizations are
frequently violated. According to the Burundian NGO Ligue Iteka between April 2015 and
May 2018, 1,710 murders, 486 cases of forced disappearances, 558 victims of torture and
8,561 arbitrary arrests, have occurred. It is worrying that until October 2016, five human
rights organizations have been banned, namely the forum pour le renforcement de société
civile (FORSC), the forum pour la conscience et le développement (FOCODE), the action
chrétiens pour I’abolition de la torture (ACAT), the association burundaise pour la
protection des humits humains et des personnes détenues (APRODH) and the réseau des
citoyens probes (RCP). On April 26, 2018, the regional court of Ntahangwa sentenced the

10


https://refugeestudies.jp/
https://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/oral-briefing-members-commission-inquiry-burundi-human-rights-council-27-june-2018
https://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/oral-briefing-members-commission-inquiry-burundi-human-rights-council-27-june-2018
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/burundi
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2029527/country_report_2020_BDI.pdf

TN 202342 H 2 H OHERAFIT 7 +— 7 L https://refugeestudies.jp/

human rights defender Germain Rukuki to 32 years in prison for “participation in an

29 e

insurrection,” “undermining state security” and “rebellion.” Violence against women and
girls is rampant and perpetrators rarely face persecution. Albinos face a particular threat
from discrimination and violence. The Burundian government’s order in December 2018
that the UN Human Rights Council office should be closed by February 2019 also signifies
an unwillingness to disclose information and to allow the international community to help

protect Burundian citizens’ rights.
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290 Deutsche Welle (Quenum F.), 31/08/2016, url ; Jeune Afrique (Muhorakeye N.),
18/09/2017, url

291 Comité contre la torture des Nations unies, 09/09/2016, p. 4, url ; Conseil des droits
de ’homme des Nations unies, 18/09/2017, p. 99, url
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#4 @FEE%E [Burundi bans sixth human rights organisation in three months |
africanews (201741 H 4 H)

Burundi has banned another human rights organisation from operating in the country after

banning five others in October.

Ligue Iteka was temporarily suspended together with three others on October 24, 2016
while five others including — Forum for the Strengthening of Civil Society (FORSC), The
Forum for Awareness and Development (FOCODE), Christian Action for the Abolition of
Torture (ACAT), Association for Protection of the Human Rights and Detained persons
(APRODH) and Network of Honest Citizens (RCP) were banned completely.

7% @FEE_[Burundi suspends 10 civil society groups| Anadolu Agency (2015 4E 11
H248)

Burundian authorities have suspended 10 civil society organizations which campaigned

against President Pierre Nkurunziza’s third-term bid, official sources told Anadolu Agency
on Tuesday.

Some of the organizations concerned are the Forum for Development and Consciousness
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(Focode); the Forum for the Reinforcement of the Civil Society; the Christian Association
Against Torture (ACAT); the Association for the Protection of Human Rights and Detained
Persons (APRODH); Network of Honest Citizens (RCP) and Partners in Synergy for the
Promotion of Women’s Rights (SPPDF).
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